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PUBLISHERS’ NOTE 


Tliis volume is the second in a scries of 10 volumes of corres- 
pondence of the late Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. 

The correspondence starts on 1 October 1945 and covers the 
period from the transfer of power, which began under Lord 
Wavell’s Viccroyalty after the release of the Congress Working 
Committee members from their long detention in Ahmednagar 
fort, .and extends to the Sardar’s death on 15 December 1950. 
This period marked tlie datvn of India’s independence, involving 
partition, and finally its emergence as a sovereign democratic re- 
public. Among those who played a crucial role in this historic 
process, the Sardar svas one of the most outstanding. 

The value of the correspondence as source material for the 
researcher and historian is apparent. It sheds light on the baffl- 
ing problems that stood in the path of Indian unity and in- 
dependence and the part the Sardar, along with Gandhiji and 
Jawaharlal Nehru, played in countering the policy of the British 
Government and the divisive tactics of the Muslim League which 
worked hand in glove with the representatives of the Raj in 
India. 

Independence brought to the fore the problems of the holo- 
caust caused by partition, the rehabilitation of millions of refugees, 
welding together the bits and pieces which formed British and 
Princely India and consolidation of our hard-won freedom. 
The correspondence reveals in abundant measure the exertions of 
the Sardar in this connection in this last, epochal phase of his 
life which have earned an imperishable name in the annals 
of modem India. 

These letters arc being published 21 years after the death 
of the Sardar. This has been done in response to repeated demands 
to their guardians that they would serve the national interest by 
doing so, especially in vicsv of the unjust and uncharitable criti- 
cism of the Sardar in some quarters. This argument assumed force 
after the release of Maulana Azad's posthumous publication — 
India Wins Freedom. Friends and admirers of the Sardar thought 
this made publication of the correspondence imperative. 

Tbe Sardar svas too great a personality to be dragged into 
controversies born of prejudices. He moulded the history of his 
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times and the future, and died satisfied that he had done his duty 
by his country'. He took a detached vierr of life and left it to 
the generations and historians of the future to assess his role in 
attaining and consolidating freedom. His view's on Tibet and 
China stand vindicated, and so also are his ideas about tltc future 
of East Pakistan, rvhich has now' emerged as independent Bangla 
Desh. 

The Sardar w’anted to build a strong united India nurtured 
by its orvn traditions and thought. He believed that only such a 
dynamic nation could contribute to W'orld peace. At this distance 
in time, rve can see the events of those fateful years in their pro- 
per perspeetive. Moreover, the nation is again passing through 
ver^' critical times. This is therefore the opportune moment for 
placing these papers in the hands of his country'men. The corres- 
pondence has been arranged as far as possible chronologically 
and episode-w'ise. It throrvs light on an aspect of the Sardar’s 
work w'hich has so far remained obscure. 

We owe a word of gratitude to Sardar’s daughter, Kumari 
Maniben Patel. After the Sardar’s death, she preserved these 
papers rvith great care and readily agreed to their publication. 
Not only this, she had a hand in the meticulous scrutiny and 
compilation of these papers. By her efforts the authenticity of 
these records has been vouchsafed and the Nat'ajivan Trust has 
been able to publish them with a sense of redeeming a part of 
its debt to the Sardar. 

We are grateful to Shri Durga Das, a veteran journalist 
of New Delhi, who in the line of duty witnessed, chronicled, 
and even participated in many of the events of this stirring 
period. We therefore decided to approach him to undertake the 
arduous task of editing the voluminous correspondence. He has 
processed this vast acciunulation of material rvith professional skill, 
arranging it thematically and making it meaningful to the average 
reader. Por him this has been a labour of love. ^Ve also thank his 
aides and the staff of the Navajivan Trust W'ho assisted in bringing 
this massive undertaking to a successful close. 
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FOREWORD 


T]ie corrcspo/jdencc of Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate], pubb'shed 
in ten volumes, covers a crucial period in India’s history: i October 
1945 to 12 December 1950, three days before his death in 
Bombay. 

Tlie letters and annexurcs consist of exchanges between Sardar 
Patel on the one hand and Lord Wavell, Lord Mountbatten, 
Jawaharlal Nehru, Rajcndra Prasad, G. Rajagopalachari, rulers 
of Princely States, Premiers of Congress Ministries and scores of 
Congressmen belonging to the party rank and file, on the other. 
These relate to various matters which arose in the domestic, in- 
ternational, constitutional, administrative and economic spheres 
in this period and thus constitute valuable source material of his- 
tory. They were in the custody of Miss Maniben Patel, the 
Sardar’s daughter, and were deposited by her with the Navajivan 
Trust in Ahmedabad after his death. 

The Trust arranged, under her direction and supervision, to 
have them typed in Ahmedabad and send the copies to me for 
editing and compilation. The volumes are thus based on authen* 
tic copies of the correspondence deposited \yith the Trust. 

Explaining the time-lag in releasing the correspondence, Mani- 
ben said in a long talk she had with me in New Delhi in late 
1970 that she had held it back until she was certain that its pub- 
lication would not be harmful to the nation for which her father 
had laboured and sulTcred so much. The letters contain matter 
relating to affairs of State and party oi^anisation whose untimely 
disclosure might have embarrassed the Government or the politi- 
cal leaders of the day. 

Since, liowevcr, some of the correspondence in the possession 
of other parties and relating to isolated events had been made 
public, she decided that the time had come to release the corres- 
pondence to give a balanced picture of the events to which they 
relate or of the Sardar’s views. *T have been late,” she said, 
“but not too late.” 

The Navajivan Trust, she added, had agreed to publish 
the correspondence and had thus made it possible for the people 
of India and the world outside to have access to this valuable 
material which throws new light on the momentous developments 
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of the period covered by these papers and the calculations made 
by the leading personalities of the day in shaping the course of 
history. 

The significance of the correspondence lies in the light it sheds 
on the main characters on the Indian stage as they acted and react- 
ed to the challenges of the time and to the problems posed by their 
differing approach and outlook. There is indeed hardly a nation- 
al or regional issue of consequence in contemporar}’ history' the 
origin of which cannot be traced to the five crucial years. 

Vallabhbhai Patel emerges from the correspondence as a 
great organiser and consolidator of modem India, Over 70 when 
he assumed ministerial office for the first time, he carried on his 
ailing shoulders the crushing burden of building the political 
infrastructure of the nesv India. Death prevented him from comp- 
leting his task, but what he achieved in five short years endures. 

These volumes are the bones and sinews of Indian history 
of a cmcial period. To the scholar and researcher, they' offer a 
treasure of source material. To the politician, they should serv'e 
as a guide. To the citizen, they provide inspiration. 

Arrangements are in chronological order and not by topic. 
But the letters have been grouped thematically to retain interrelation 
of events and negotiations. Correspondence of a routine nature 
has been omitted and a few excisions have been made out of 
regard for the susceptibilities of the persons concerned. Such 
excisions arc indicated by dots. 

Where an extract or extracts from a letter are published, 
this is indicated by the word ‘Extracts’ at the top of the letter. 
The omissions have been effected by the persons entrusted by 
Maniben Patel and the Navajivan Trust with selecting the mate- 
rial for publication. 

In several instances, letters, enclosures and other documents 
referred to in the published correspondence are not to be found 
in these volumes. It is hoped that future researchers v.ill be 
able to fill these gaps. 

The yardstick which the Sardar applied to public life and to 
political and socio-economic issues svas forgotten or ignored by his 
successors '.vith consequcnc<s which became apparent in the confu- 
sed Elate of politics in the 1960s. India lias again entered the most 
crucial period in the evolution of its polity. The stand taken by 
tlie Sardar on various issues and his wsion of the road which India 
should taV.c have acquired a new relei'ancc. 



Each volume of the series contains an outline of the contents 
of the other nine volumes in the form of a summary of the main 
features. This should help researchers ascertain at a glance what the 
whole series contains. The details of arrangements for selection and 
presentation of the correspondence were explained in the Foreword 
to the first volume, and arc not therefore recapitulated here. 
The feature “Focus on Sardar” giving the views of Maniben Patel 
and the “Chronology of Principal Events in Sardar’s Life” given 
in Volume I are retained in this volume and will be reproduced 
in succeeding volumes. 

Durga Das 

2, Tolstoy Lane 
New Delhi-I 
23 November 1971 
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doctor intervened and cured Kim through an operation 
>yhich he underwent mthout chloroform. 

1912 Took final examination after sixth term instead of usual 12. 
Stood first in first class, ^viiming a prize of ^^50 and exemption 
from two terms. Sailed for India tlie day after convocation. 

1913 Reached Bombay on 13 February. Refused post in Judi- 
cial Department as a lecturer in Government Law School, 
Bombay, and left for Ahmedabad, where he established 
himself as foremost criminal lawj'cr. 

1915 Member, Gujarat Sabha, which was converted into Gujarat 
Provincial Congress Committee in 1919. 

1917 Elected member of Alimcdabad Municipal Board. Election 
diallenged and set aside. Stood in a by-election and svas 
returned unopposed. Mahatma Gandhi, president of the 
first Gujarat Provincial Conference, appointed an executive 
committee tvith Patel as secretary. Impressed by Gandhi’s 
leadership of the agitation against the British indigo planters 
of Champaran, Bihar. 

Conducted agitation against begar (forced labour for Govern- 
ment purposes). Led agitation against the appointment of 
a British member of the Indian Civil Service as Municipal 
Commissioner and secured his removal. 

As Chairman of the Sanitary Committee of Ahmedabad, 
stayed on in city when most of the citizens %vent away during 
an epidemic of plague. Took a leading role in helping 
sufierers and enforcing precautionary measures. 

1918 Organised famine relief works in Ahmedabad district. 
Represented textile mill labour with Gandhi and Shanfcar- 
lal Banker before a tribunal appointed to hear a dispute 
bet^veen labour and millowners. 

Put up a temporary hospital in city with grant from Muni- 
cipal Board to Gujarat Sabha to combat severe influenza 
epidemic. Organised no-tax campaign in Kaira district 
along with Gandlu. During campaign Gandhi said he was 
testing Patel, adding later that Patel had fumed out to 
be “pure gold.” Chairman, Sanitary Committee and Public 
^Vorks Committee of Ahmedabad Municipality. 

Helped Gandlii in recraitment drive for British Indian 
Arm)’. They used to sralk togedier for miles and cooked 
their o^vn food. 
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1919 Chairman, J^Ianaging Committee, Ahmedabad J^Iimicipal 
Board. 

Organised movement against Rowlatt Bills designed ^ to 
stranffle movement for self-rule. Led big demonstration 
march in Ahmedabad on 6 April and addressed public 
meeting against bills. Sold publicly Gandhi's proscribed 
books, Hind Swaraj and Sarvodaya, and published Satya- 
graha Patrika in Gujarati without official declaration or 
permission. Government took no action. 

Helped local authorities restore peace and order after large- 
scale disturbances leading to martial law in Ahmedabad 
after arrest of Gandhi. 

Ser\’ed with a show-cause notice for cancellation of his 
sanad (pernut to practice law) for participating in a pub- 
lic meeting advocating satj'agraha. Case ended with a 
\vaming. Refused to pay fine imposed by Go%'cmment as 
penalty for riots in city. Sofa attached and auctioned for 
Rs. 100. 

1920 Organised campaign of Congress Party in elections to 
Ahmedabad Municipal Board. Congress captured almost 
all elected seats. Discarded ^Vestem dress and adopted khadi 
dhoti, kurta and chappals. Burnt all his foreign clothes. 
Way of life also changed to traditional pattern in Gujarat. 
Organised a conference of political workers of Gujarat in 
.•\hmcdabad and persuaded it to adopt a resolution 
supporting Gandhi’s ci\'il disobedience movement. 

In response to Gandhi’s caU at Kagpin session of Congress 
to collect money for Tilak Swaraj Fund, promised to raise 
Rs. 1 million and enrol 300,000 party members in Guja- 
rat. Fulfilled these promises witliin three months. 

1921 Elected chairman of Reception Committee of 36th session of 
Congress held at .Ahmedabad. For first time, delegates sat 
on floor and the session set new pattern in simplicits', auste- 
rity and businesslike proceedings. 

Built a hospital and maternity home on 21 acres of land 
along Sabarmali river at site of session. The fountain 
buiU at that time is still there. 

1922 Goyernmem of Bombay .suspended Ahmedabad Munici- 
pality after a sharp tussle over supertision of municipal 



schools. Organised schools under People’s Primary Edu- 
cation Board with public contributions. Municipality 
suspended. Collected Rs. 1 million for Gujarat Vidyapith 
in a tour which took him up to Rangoon. 

1923 All-India Congress committee deputed him to conduct satya- 
graha at Nagpur in connection %vith British District Commis- 
sioner’s ban on flying national flag in cantonment area. 
Resisted Bombay Government’s levy of punitive tax on 
people of Borsad who were charged widi harbouring crimi- 
nals. Tax withdrawn. Called Suba of Borsad. 

1924 Ahmedabad Municipality reinstated. Fresh elections gave 
Congress Party a decisive majority in enlarged Municipal 
Council. Elected President of municipality. 

1924- Passed a resolution giving notice to Ahmedabad Canton- 

1927 inent to pay water tax from 1920 at rate of eight annas. If 
tax was not paid, threatened to cut off water connection. 
Tax paid under protest. 

Introduced khadi uniform in municipality. Municipal 
work was conducted in Gujarati after he became Presi- 
dent. His scheme for supplying pure water passed. 
Completed drainage scheme during term as President. 
Collected all arrears of municipal tax not paid by high 
oflaclals, some well-to-do people and municipal councillors 
by cutting water connections and attaching properties. 

1927 Unprecedented rainlalt caused great damage and hardship 
throughout Gujarat. Saved Ahmedabad from floods by 
getting Culverts breached. Organised relief measures for 
flood sufferers with public contributions. Promoted groiv- 
more food and fodder campaigns and opened shops to sell 
high-quality gram, cereal and cotton seed for solving at 
low cost to rarmers. Received more than Rs. 10 million 
from Government earmarked for famine relief. A new 
party emerged in Aitmedabad Municipality. Clashed with 
it over appointment of diief officer. 

1928 Resigned presidency. Led peasant agitation in Bardoli 
taluka, Surat district, against increase in land revenue 
rates. Bombay Government punished farmers for non- 
payment by confiscaUng and auctioning land, crops and 
otlier property. 
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As agitation continued unabated, Government agreed to 
restore all unsold confiscated land, release satyagrahis, 
reinstate dismissed village officers and reduce land -tax. 
Named Sardar of Bardoli and thereafter known as Sardar 
Patel. Presided over first local self-government conference 
in Surat. 

1929 Presided over Maharashtra Political Conference in Poona. 
Touted Maharashtra, mobilising public opinion against 
enlianced land taxes and untouchability. 

Presided over Kathia^var Political Conference at Morvi. 

Toured Madras Presidency at request of G. Rajagopala- 
chari. Presided over Tamil Nadu Political Conference at 
Vedaranyam. Reiterated support for Congress resolution 
of dominion status at conference against supporters of 
complete independence. Also visited Kamatak and Bihar. 

At Calcutta session of Congress advocated support to all- 
party committee headed by Motilal Nehru which recom- 
mended acceptance of dominion status as India’s political 
goal, provided demand was granted %vithin two years. Moti- 
lal Nehru, Congress President, moved a resolution firom 
chair congratulating Patel and peasants of Bardoli on vic- 
tory over British bureaucracy. Nominated in September 
as a candidate for presidency of Congress session at Lahore 
but withdrew in favour of Jawaharlal Nehru. 

1930 Arrested on 7 March while addressing a public meeting at 
Ras village, near Borsad, a few daj's after Gandhi announc- 
ed march to Dandi near Surat, to break salt law. Preceded 
marchers to arrange accommodation and food on way. 
Sentenced to three montlrs’ imprisonment and a fine of 
Rs. 500 or tlircc Avccks’ additional imprisonment. Refused 
to pay fine and lodged in Sabarmati jail, Ahmcdabad. 

Went on hunger-strike in jail, requesting G class diet in- 
stead of A class. Request granted. Released on 26 June. 

Arrested when leading a procession in Bombay on 31 
July and sentenced to three months’ jail. Taken to Ycravda 
jail nca.r Poona. On release, made a speech at Khadi Bhan- 
dar, for M-hich he v.-as arrested. .Sentenced to nine months’ 
in^prisonment in the sf-cond week of December. 

1931 Rric.ased from jail in Jvlarch under Gandhi-Invin Pact. 
Presided cjvcr 46th Congress session at Karachi in last 



txvB] 

week of March. Helped Gandhi in his discussions with 
Viceroy (Lord Irwin) in Shnla in last week of August on 
Congress participation in First Round Table Conference 
in London. 

1932 Arrested at 4 a.m. on 4 January and taken by car to Yerav- 
da and imprisoned svith Gandhi there for 16 months. 
Mother died at Karamsad. 

1933 Transferred to Nasik jail on 1 August. Elder brotlier 
Vithalbhai died in Switzerland on 22 October. Rejected 
terms on which Government olTcred to release him on 
parole for two days to perform funeral rites. 

1934 Developed serious nasal trouble in jail and released on 14 
July. Issued statement accepting Gandhi’s decision to leave 
Congress on 24 September. Congress decided at its annual 
session in Bombay in October to contest elections to Cen- 
tral Legislative Assembly. Undertook tour of many parts 
of country campaigning for party candidates. British Gov- 
ernment allotved Jinnah to go to North-West Frontier. 
Sardar also sought and obtained permission to do so. But 
aBer going there was not allowed to visit Bannu district. 

1935 Organised relief work in Borsad taluka where plague bad 
broken out in four successive summers. Organised relief 
for victims of Q.uetia earthquake from Bombay, where 
he was laid low ivith Jaundice. 

Sir Roger Lumley, Governor of Bombay, invited Sardar 
to a meeting and offered him premiership of Bombay 
Presidency, but added that land confiscated from farmers 
in Bardoli and sold ivould not be relumed to o^vners. 
Sardar replied: “I am not going to be premier and the 
land will be returned to the peasants.” 

President of Third Local Self-Government Conference at 
Broach. 

1936 Collected Rs. 49,000 for Harijan Fund in two dap in 
February. Appointed Chairman of Congress Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee to select party candidates for provincial 
elections under Government of India Act 1935. Guided 
Congress Ministries after acceptance of office. 

1937 Involved in a controversy with K. F. Nariman, President 
of Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee, over selection of 
premier for Bombay Presidency, 

S.G.-IMI 
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1938 Involved in Jvdy inycontroversy on a constitutional issue 
•\vith. Dr, N. B. Khare, Prime Minister of Central Provinces. 
Khare accused Sardar of conspiring to oust him from office 
and resigned from Government and Congress. Efforts to 
impose central party discipline on provincial leaders earn- 
ed Viim title Dictator'Jof India. Presided over Kathiawar 
Rajkiya Parishad. Narrowly escaped attempt to kill him. 
Visit to Mysore city resulted in Government of Mysore 
State agreeing to flying of Congress flag in its territory, 
plew to Rajkot on 24 December for talks with Thakore 
Saheb of Rajkot, who signed agreement on release of 
prisoners in Rajkot State and offered Sardar a portfolio in 
his Council of Ministers. 

1939 Subhas Chandra Bose defied Gandhi, Patel and other mem- 
bers of Working Committee and got elected President of 
Congress at Haripura session because Maulana Azad rvith- 
drerv at last moment. 

Thakore Saheb of Rajkot broke agreement and satyagraha 
^yas renewed in State early in the year. 

Bose’s resolution for mass civil disobedience defeated at 
Tripura session in February. Bose described Sardar as 
“shining light of the ruling clique” and resigned presi- 
dency. 

Working Gorrunittee appointed a war sub-committee of 
three, including Vallabhbhai, in August, Warned provin- 
cial Congress organisations not to force a political crisis by 
hasty action. 

1940 Replied in a public speech at Ahmedabad in October to 
Sir Samuel Hoare, Secretary of State for the Dominions, who 
had asked in House of Commons whether India was fit 
for independence. Sardar said: “If you lose the war, you 
rvill have lost everything, and even if you win, you tvill 
have suffered so heavily that your victory ^rill be an empty 
one. At the end of the war, 1 declare no nation will remain 
subject to another. A great revolution is going to sweep 
the people everywhere. We shall sec a new -world emerge 
out of the fiery' ordeal of this war.” Arrested under Defence 
of India .^ct on 18 November for participating in satya- 
graha launched by Gandlu to press Britain for firm commit- 
ment on Indian independence. Imprisoned in Sabarmati 
jail and later transferred to Ycravda. 



1941 Released on 20 August iirom detention on ground of 
iiealth. Condemned communal Irn>?n g in Ahmedabad at 
first public meeting after release. Treated for acute intesti- 
nal disorder. 

1942 Participated in talks mth Sir Stafford Cripps in New Delhi. 
Favoured acceptance of constitutional proposals put forward 
by Cripps provided they were modified to suit political 
conditions in India. 

1942 Supported Quit India resolution at AICG meeting in Bombay 
August on 8 August. Arrested at 4 a.m. on 9 August under 
Defence of India Act. Detained without trial at Ahmed- 
nagar fort -with other Working Committee members. 

1945 Transferred to Yeravda. Recurrence of intestinal trouble. 
Released on 15 June. 

"Went to Simla during political talks between Viceroy (Lord 
Wavell) and Indian leaders. 

Entrusted wth organising Congress election campaign for 
Central and provincial legislatures. 

Secured G. V. Mavalanfcaris election as Speaker of the 
Central Legislative Assembly in December. 

1946 Issued call to Ministers in Congress Governments to %vork 
for eradication of untouchabillty. 

Disapproved Dr, B. R. Ambedkar’s proposal for mass con- 
version of members of Scheduled Castes to other religions. 
If they changed religion, they could not claim benefits as 
Harijans. 

Persuaded revolting men of Royal Indian Navy to call off 
agitation in February as “the da^vn of freedom is breaking 
and the sun wll rise in a few months.” 

If political issues bettveen Britain and India could not be 
solved satisfactorily, India would withdra^v from Brejton 
^Voods Conference. Sardar said in March. Condemned 
suggestion that sterling balances should be scaled down. 
“Sterling credit is the economic Foundation of India and 
this coimtry’s future progress largely depends upon it.” 
Opposed Jinnah’s demand for Pakistan, saying: “It is a 
monstrous thing that a man can claim a different nationa- 
lity because he cliangcs his religion.” Hindus and Aluslims 
>verc all basically Indians and thought as such. Congress 



could not accept the theory of Pakistan, happen what 
may. The tvs’o-nation theory would ruin aU. 

Declared in an exclusive interview ^vith the political cor- 
respondent of Reuter that India would be prepared to refer 
major political issues to an international body for arbi- 
tration. Britain could not stay in India indefinitely. “Hand 
over power either to the Congress or to the Muslim League 
and go out of India,” he said. 

Advised tvithdrawal of trial of leaders of Indian National 
Army in Delhi. 

Pleaded for fuller freedom to legislatures in Princely States 
and to Praja Mandals to select representatives to Constituent 
Assembly. 

Appealed to Sikhs not to boycott Constituent Assembly 
even though Cabinet hlission had not done them justice. 

Rejected possibility of a coalition between Muslim League 
and Congress. 

Joined Viceroy’s Executive Council as Home Member on 
3 September. Annovmced in Central Legislative Assembly 
that foreigners would be appointed to senior administra- 
tive posts only in exceptional cases. 

Accepted the principle of state control of industry, told 
Central Legislative Assembly that it was not desirable to 
go fast on nationalisation. 

Spumed Jmnah's proposal for an exchange of population. 
Urged Muslim Leag^ue to join Constituent Assembly and 
abandon its Paldstan policy. 

1947 Talks with British Government representatives on transfer 
of control of services from Secretary of State to Interim 
Government and compensation for British officials completed. 
Statement on All India Radio’s language policy announc- 
ing changes in existing practice. 

Rejoinder to Jinnah: “Let an impartial tribunal decide the 
Pakistan issue, for Pakistan could be attained only on the 
basis of justice and understanding and not by force of arms.” 

Appealed to Muslim League to accept invitation to join talkg 
and agree to arbitration by a “free porver” in case of dis- 
agreement behveen League and Congress. 



Told Princes to play their part in shaping India’s destiny. 
^Va^ned North-^Vest Frontier IVovince Ministry headed 
by Khan Abdul Qayum Khan that Centre would not submit 
to ro\vdyism and threats. 

Interim Government’s proposals on compensation to British 
officials accepted by Attlee Government. Demanded domi- 
nion status for India “at once” so that a strong Centre 
could deal firmly xvith threats to law and order. Statement 
issued on outbreak of riots in Dera Ismail Khan and else- 
where in N\VFP. 

Rulers of Dholpur, Nabha and Nawanagar told Sardar in 
New Delhi of their decision to join Constituent Assembly. 
States Department created and entrusted to Sardar. Des- 
cribed Jinnah’s demand for a land corridor hnking West 
Pakistan •with the eastern wing as “fantastic nonsense.” 
Assured Princes that “mfemal autonomy” of their states 
would be respected. 

Patel Committee’s report on mmoritics submitted to Consti- 
tuent Assembly, Report recommended joint electorates, 
representation in Ministries at Centre and in states and 
other safeguards. 

Insisted on stationing a brigade of Indian Army in Katlua- 
war to protect states acceding to Indian Um'on from ap- 
prehended attack from Junagadh. 

Persuaded Government to owmile Mountbatten and en- 
trust Indian Army srith operations against Nawab of 
Junagadh. 

Pledged Government protection to Muslims staying in 
India. Said forced conversions and marriages svould not 
be recognised. 

Announced full agreement between India and Pakistan on 
all oustanding issues relating to partition, including divi- 
sion of armed forces. Said Kashmir had not been referred 
to Inter-Dominion Partition Conmuttee. Announced in 
Constituent Assembly financial settlement befts’cen India 
and Pakistan under which India r^'OuJd transfer Rs. 750 
million to Pakistan as a “great gesture of goodtvill.” 
Addressed Orissa rulers in Cnttadr. They agreed to merge 
their territories srith Orissa prorince. 
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Announced at public meeting in Jammu that “evcp’thing 
possible” -sTOuld be done to save Kashmir, “and this assu- 
rance I am conveying on behalf of the Government 
of India.” Praised Sheikh Abdullah’s role in ensuring 
Kashmir’s accession to India. 

1948 Appealed to labour leaders of West Bengal ^ to support 
popular Government. ^Varned Pakistan that if it wanted 
further division of tlic country, “lei us do it in the open 
field.” Asked Indian Muslims: “In the recent all-India 
Muslim Conference, why did you not open your mouths 
on the Kashmir issue? ^\'hy did you not condemn tire 
action of Pakistan? These things create doubts in the 
minds of the people.” 

Declared in a statement: “Unless the Kashmir issue is 
settled, the financial pact betsveen India and Pakistan can- 
not be implemented. . . , Let there be no mistake that 
Kashmir belongs to India.” 

Declared at Patna that abolition of zamindari wthout 
compensation would be nothing short of robbery. 

Appealed to Nizam of Hyderabad to respect his people’s 
svishes and accede to India. 

Inaugurating Rajasthan Union, said that only by coming 
together could smaller states save themselves from anarchy 
and confusion. 

In message on formation of Vindhya Pradesh, said: “Unifica- 
tion and democratisation would be purposeless if they 
did not bring about improvement in the lot of the people.” 
Warned British politicians and Press to halt propaganda 
agamst India. Blamed Ghxrrchill for India’s partition and 
attendant disasters. 

Rejected compromise on Hyderabad. Accession and res- 
ponsible government were India’s minimum demands. 

Said in an eve of independence speech: “In free India there 
is no room for divided loyalties.” 

Informed Parliament that “action would be taken against 
Hyderabad for breach of the standstill agreement.” 

Congratulated Defence Services on their remarkable suc- 
cess in the “police action” in Hyderabad. 

Indicted UN for mishandling Kashmir issue. “We accepted 
the UN Commission’s cease-fire proposals, but the other 



party did not. We couM perform die Kashmir operation 
without danger if only we could free ourselves from our 
commitments.” 

Referring to Pakistan and its anti-Indian propaganda, 
said: “I wonder whether they are really afraid of us, or is 
this outburst merely an attempt to preserve their unity?” 
Inaugurated Advisory Board of Central India States. Prais- 
ed Nehru’s leadership on his 60th birthday, saying: “Pandit 
Nehru has led the country through the crisis and has by 
his great leadership enhanced the prestige of India. We 
want our leader to remain at the helm for many years.” 

1949 Announced merger of five Princely States of Rajputana — 
Bikaner, Jaipur, Jaisalmer, Jodhpur and Udaipur — to 
form Rajasthan Union and hailed it as a momentous deve- 
lopment. 

Advised Maharaja of Baroda to merge his State with Bombay, 
Challenged contention of Nawab of Bhopal that para- 
mountcy had lapsed with British withdrawal from India. 
Warned Communists that if they continued to oppose 
Government and create danger they would be dealt with 
severely. 

Opposed demand for Hngubtic states because consolidation 
of country must precede revision of boundaries. 

Appealed to members of Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangh 
to join Congress. 

Advised South Indians to Icam Hindi. 

Appealed for public contributions to rebuild Somnath 
temple in Junagadh. 

Announced in Hyderabad that responsible government 
would be introduced in former Nizam’s State only after 
normalcy was restored. 

Warned Master Tara Singh in a speech at Amritsar that 
he was following suicidal policies. 

Advised RSS to concentrate on regenerating Hindu society 
through constitutional and constnactive methods. 

Inaugurated Rajasthan State in Jaipur. 

Announced take-over of administration of Bhopal State 
by Centre and congratulated Nawab on his understanding 
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and self-sacrifice. Declared that welfare of ^fuslims would 
be prime concern of State’s nc%’/ administration. 

At a public meeting at Indore, warned Congress politicians 
in newlv formed states unions that he would dissolve nums- 
tries and administer unions centrally if they did not stop 
their petty squabbles and tussles for power. 

Told All-India Depressed Classes Leagues Confederation; 
“India’s independence will not be completed imtil every' 
Harijan claims, and actually gets, equality of status.” 

Mos-ing consideration of report of Adrisory' Committee 
on Minorities in Constituent Assembly', said: “Minority 
concessions, though not good in themselves, have to be 
treated as purely temporary. Minorities should volun- 
tarily agree to abolition of reserv'ations for them in servo- 
ces and legislatures.” 

Supported grant of prhy purses to princes in return for 
accession to Indian Union. 

1950 Warned Pakistan against pushing Hindus out of eastern 
wing. 

Defended in Parliament use of preventive detention to fight 
terrorism and \'iolence. 

Gave details of democratic set-up for Delhi Union Territory. 
Appealed at a public meeting in Calcutta for fair trial to 
hiehru-Iiaquat Pact on minorities. 

Told public meeting at Indore that Congress “is fully 
behind Isehru.” Galled for revolution in system of educa- 
tion in address to Gujarat Vidyapith. 

Opened nmvly constructed building of Navajivan Trust, 
Ahmedabad- Purse of Rs. 1,5 million presented on behalf 
of Gujarat on Ms 75th birthday', wMch he immediately' 
handed over to President of the Provincial Congres^s 
Committee. 

Declared that accepting aid from United States did not 
mean alignment with any periver bloc. UNO should be 
strengthened. 

Deplored Chinese intervention in Tibet and use of force 
against Tibetans. 

Pen 21 on 15 Nm-ember. Taken to Bombay on Tuesday, 
12 December. Died on Friday morning, 15 December. 



FOCUS ON SARDAR 


An illuminating picture of Sardar Patel’s activities and style 
of ^vork \vas provided by his daughter Maniben. What follows 
nre extracts from the information and sdews given by her to 
Trevor Dricberg and the E^tor in Nctv Delhi: 

Tltc Sardar was a man of few words. He wrote very little; 
he hardly kept any record of his public or party ^vork. He des- 
troyed letters addressed to him after reading them and replied by 
hand, not keeping copies. But after he was appointed Chairman 
of the Congress Parliamentary Board in 1931, files relating to its 
transactions were kept. 

"When the Sardar fell ill towards the end of the Bardoli satya- 
ffraha in 1920, it was suggested that somebody should give Wm 
secretarial help. I said: ‘^If someone is to be kept, why not I?” 
From 1929 until his death, I preserved his correspondence whenever 
possible. Once, when K. Gopalastvami, politi^ commentator of 
the Times of India, visited lum ia his flat on Marine Drive, Bom- 
bay, the Sardar called for a letter he had received from G. Raja- 
gopalachari, forgetting that he had tom It up and throsvn it in the 
wastepaper basket. Fortunately, I had collected the pieces. It 
took me some time to paste them together before passing it on to 
him. This happened before the Interim Government svas formed. 

The Sardar travelled second-class by railway before he became 
a Minister. I svould spread his bedding at night and retire to a 
third-class compartment. But from 1934, when there \vas much 
correspondence to attend to even on train journeys and people 
came to see him at stations, I kept company wth him in his 
second-class compartment. I used to make copies of important 
letters he tvrotc in hand, but he would question this, asking why 
I was taking such trouble and svasting time. I also kept ne\vspaper 
clippings of important events with which he svas associated. 

The Sardar read several nesvspapers and listened to radio 
news bulletins regularly. This enabled him to keep abreast of deve- 
lopments throughout the country. He also talked to people to get 
information to supplement other sources. 

After 1945, the secretarial functions of the Congress Parlia- 
mentary Board were undertaken mxunly by Shantilal Shah. The 
Sardar was undergoing treatment for intestinal trouble at the 
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Shah from 

cUd noTw wh", fct because he 

of Eomb,rjSd 5^ G- Kher (Premier 

Shah he rvanted him fcTact as his“? '"‘f ““ 

Board office located at tTip v, ^ Secretary at the Parliamentary 
Congress Committee. ^^dqtiarters of the Bombay Pradesh 

met a person for th^fiKt^t^'^ sl^mvd judge of character. ^Vhen he 

assessm^ent L madein tw" "P do.vn, and the 

ne made m that process rarely went ^^Tong. 

what land of^me^t Bombay, asked 

was a “juggler’s basket” He^keot^irr ^ 

single aim of rvnnninfr TnrU ’ c. kinds of people for the 

for different purposes. He was fuUv different people 

Shl^'qualife “■ 

do everything^Sr^5^gj|’'^^“^^^‘y “ ^ when he had to 

by doing things accorcline- fn jaught him to save time 

and at the same time an annreriaf^ self-reliance 

encountered. He walked on bnsf difficulties other people 

port. This habit servefhS than use ffaL 

tbe Inns of Court. He used tn ^”^on when he ■was attending 
hbrary, a distance of se%'eral milT^ m °™ ^ lodgings to the law 
buy books for study, and ^ “°t afford to 

opened it and Ic-ft at closing tTmfe!^^ ^ the Ubrarian 

He falhePs ambiUom, 

conquer India and to qualify^ ah? 'I?* people had come to 
~ad, he estohiUhed foS/S Z % 

He demanded tmnfc toe 

ap^riae before toe „,r4,tto -t^°eT f = *» "-hich h? 

•■ n.e S"nSt 
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heading the list of ivitncsses for the defence. He called the Sardar 
to his chamber for a talk. Tlie accused was acquitted and the 
magistrate stopped using the mirror conceding that he had no right 
to do so. Tliis incident illustrates a facet of my father’s character. 
He had no fear of the British ma^tracy or administrators. 

Tlic Sardar was a man of regular habits and disliked armchair 
politicians. He read about Gandliiji’s action in Champaran and 
svas impressed by his methods of organising peasants to resist ex- 
ploitation and oppression. Mahatma Gandhi was preoccupied 
snth the agitation in Bihar and wanted somebody who would 
give up everything and devote all his time to the satyagra 
campaign in Kaira district organised as a protest agams 
sive land revenue. My father volunteered hts services, and they 
were accepted. 

Until that time the Sardar wore European dress. He was so 
fastidious that finding no good laundry in Ahmedabad he got h 
stiff collars svashed in Bombay. 

From early youth, the Sardar developed qualities of lea- 
dership and discipline. In later life, these quah es w 
him in organising large groups of people for ac i . 

Birdoli mlvcmenl, he was hardly knorvn ouU.de 

not go out of Gujarat untU Gandhij.'s sentence of 

for sk yeau in 1922, when he went on a fund-raismg m.snon 

the Gujarat Vidyapith as far east as Rangoon. 

For yea« in Gujarat, whenever Gandhiji 
meeting the Sardar did not tpeal at it and laKr, when he Sardar 
spoke, other Congress leaders did not speak, '^s u an 
of the discipline observed by Congressmen at the 
spoke for them and the others showed then loyalty by acnon. 

When Gandhiji started the swadesU 
of foreign clothes, the Sardar burnt ^ a Hiadi cap, 

and hats. He never wore any type of hcadgea . always 

after he east aside his black Banglor. “f. ^ *“ig on^ 
wore dhoti and kurta and a chaddar on h.s shoulder, aduing y 
a warm jacket in winter. _ i , j 

The satyagraha in Borsad f j^d aTu5«i« "f 

month. The provmaal verson on aU the inha- 

eight annas— a large sum at ^ police. Even chil- 

bitants for the mamtenance of th P ^ this satyagraha 

dren were taxed. The campaign mcceeded ana m ; e 

he gained the title Suba of Borsad. 
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morale sphere in ^vhich the Sardar helped to raise the 

of darn-tQ 6 p.m. for fear 

for heln He° to the Sardar 

to be used fn provided they did not allow their houses 

ro be used for keeping stolen property. 

big village satyagraha, there %vas one organiser for every 

refui^d^at^lH noon from his headquarters and 

on^fsoJttl many ullages. ThL was only 

cart T^e ncasantc orgamsers journeyed on foot or by train or 
foaL^ve?rmo^-"''?‘"^ ^ unquestioned 

lage through voluntefr ^ ^v^tten reports from each vil- 

was conferred on him , ™“^‘^ngcrs. The title Sardar of Bardoli 
gaiued nawSe'curr'^n:. 

Iiim in this manner. ' ^ Gandhiji started referring to 

ahead of imm^edklrS^nec^TnTi'^’ 

some of his successors who made fb? accordingly, unlike 

gams. changes lookmg to short-term 

relief roeasures'durin^hrfloodrt^^f^v organised 

round Ahmcdabad Iv ^n 1927. He went 

vert to be broken m let S flo °^dered a cul- 

river. This saved the city from t Sabarmati 

cd the Bombay Government to ° inundation. He also persuad- 
for rehef to Ihe a crore of rupees 

^ Kaira when the district v*^ci,t Collector 

Only the Collector’s bunL W “ i of Gujarat, 

safe, and all the toivnfolk had” stood on a mound, was 

Z w 

''•bich^Ioli!al!4Cp^«id^c?“^^^^^^^ ^“sion over 

a household word as the hero of P name had become 

ance was not knoivn. Tlie voluntcrm Pb>"ical appear- 
■dentify hhn and since he did not ca^^. f " Progress faS to 
ted to tlic pandal. Tlic next dav j' ^ ‘^* he i-.-as not admit- 
and the volunteers were sumri^'-d rnembership card 

in? for the darshan of the sTrd'-r of B-rd^r'^'’ 


ten 



[xxk] 

Gandhij! asking that Jatsraharlal should succeed lilm MotUal 
tvanted to sec Us son Congress ddef before he died, “y father 
agreed tvith Bapu (Oandhiji) Uiat Motdalj. s tvish be fulfilled. 

It svas usual for the Congress President to attend ^ 

sions trith large retinues. The Sarfar OTut to the ^ 

in 1931 tvith only me and an mdc, thus cutung y 

expenses of the reception committee. 

The onUook of the Sardar and of Nehru 
They agreed to diffe. but a. .he .me 

™ :rRafi AltW Kidtvai on Nehru w. to a^^e extent 
responsible for the rift bettveen my father and Jatvaharlal. 

The Sardar became tl.e party to f™” 
head of the Parliamentary Board. He tvt« 

fund-raiser. The Congress High ° ^ ^ Ministers 

mainspring. funcUoned as a moral prop for the Csmei 
against thi administrative maelune dtreeted by the B'-'**- 
I used to sleep by tl.e telephone to take ealls that 
hours of L nighf so that the SaidaPs sleep tm 
took dovm messages and passed them on g. ^ Pas, then 
Ing. Due such call came at midmght a 

Premier of Orissa. He had dMided o r g backed him 

provincial official to act as Governor. The Sardar 
and the Viceroy yielded. 

I may recall a meedng the War had sdffi Bombay ^vem^_ 

S'e?: WarS he^uld be Prefer of tobay b • 

the la^ds confiscated from •>« f TTioTl am not 

be returned. The Sardar r^i'd- N returned to 

going to be Premier, and also that 

the peasants.” , . . . , 

The Sardar took many because he 

Government matters, but lus deasio threats or blackmail, 

had no axe ro grind. He ^ "a? aboT extraneous 

He had no property of ^ ^ no ambition and no 

considerations. He had nothing to lose, haa no 
desire to cling to office. what 

Once in Yeravda jail, The Ldar repUed 

post he would like to hold it had been decided to 

he ivould become a sadhu. In 194 . Sardar cot the largest 

replace Asad as Congress President, the Sardar go 



But Kripalani, one of 
to the Sardar fn” favour of Nehru and handed a paper 

'-"uld bc‘ elected unopposed. so that Ncliru 


— wv4.*v*c*.t t.u wiiiiaraw 
could be elected unopposed. 

don’UvaSi^ahr v°"^ matter was referred, told Nehru: “I 
Nehru kent silent ^ people don’t want you.” 

Neliru’s choice as Prime'^'MinSS ^andhiji supported 

outside India He imistcr because he was ^vclI known 

>o* yo”ed’;o?:rrr=;“uf;;T’^?'!^ •“ “■ 

Minister he wonlrl v,^ ^ ^ Nehru was made Prime 

cou„4’ mischief in the 

Prime M,ustc^fanybodyra^M^“'Jf™'’,‘^“"^^ 

from 4.30 to 6.30. He was a fnct ^ it during his mommg walk 

him. They told him what t/ ^'^d few could keep pace \sath 

out whenVLt^ue Biey Tuld drop 

ed mostly. For nartv wnrl-f.-c ' ansivcrs and listcn- 

for opening their hearts to liim^ At the*^c' opportunity 

the Sardar would probably rcnlv in^ f '‘"four’s listening, 
ranged assistance for even tkf ^ ^ w ^ couple of words. He ar- 
it. He provided hospitalisatinn party %vorker %vho needed 

March 1948 his meStd^ Bis illness in 

ly and restricted his intervieivs morning walks complete- 

In 1941, he was aSlicted ■until o 

woke around 3.30 every momin^^K mtestinal trouble. He 

He spent an hour in the toilet hpf Pain in the bowels, 

walk. He had a cup of tea l^ r - ^ ^ 
piece of toast and apple foice consisted of f 

before going for a walk, I did ;tv f ^ morning hours, 

a^umed office his Private Se(SL^“ r? of spinning. When he 
office files after breakfast. The Sardl^ 1 * ^Bankar came in with 
ueivspapers carefiiUy and raSv mtl ^°"gB the morning 
gave oral mstructions to Shan4r significant neivs. He 

little as possible. When in good write as 

or the Home Ministry returner! f . * home around 9 30 

mmmes wm.. m U.e7i^Sl/"d XSr" “ “P °f “ 

I looked after the Sardar’s C ' Ministry. 

Bankar attended to that in Fno-r ‘Correspondence ^vhile 

-4 M ?' 
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Tlie Partition Committee set up under the Mountbatten 
Plan and consisting of as many as 30 to 40 officers, would come 
to the Sardar’s house and stay up to lunch receiving instructions 
from him. Its members had to report back to liim in ffic evemng. 
Every order he issued had to be executed within 24 houn. 
He rang up Premiers at night when he had a particular issue to 
discuss rvith them. He was against wasting money on telephone 
calls on matters that were not urgent. I kept a lary o 
private trunk calls, for which Sardar paid out of his own pocket. 


I recaU another instance of his method of work. There was 
a crisis in the jute industry. The Sardar phoned C. C. Ue ak 
Commerce Secretary, and M. P. Blrla. Chairman of the Inffian 
Jute Manufacturers- Association, Calcutta, and offiers eve^ 
night to check on developments. Similarly, at t e i 
Bombay riots and disturbances elsewhere, he ma e p 
at night to find out what ^vas happening. c ma , . 
Punjab and Bengal and UP at the time of the partition troubles. 

The Sardar was not impolite or arrogant in his deaUngs 

with people. He replied '^f^Talera iv told the 

all the letters addressed to him personally and g J 
officer concerned how he should reply. He "f'' ’'*ad 

or any other document blindly. When he 
Bed s^th a dealt he would 

S^tle^ He saythm a place for essays- 

or for exhibiting one’s command of English. 

Mountbatten recognised SaBlj-. greatness. I ws^ffie 

only other person present Isassination. Bapu 

between 4 and 5 p.m. on d y Ministry at the 

had decided to release the Sardar nnnosed this because 

latter’s instance, but Mountbatten s ng y ^ , while Nehru 

he felt that the Sardar “'had his feel on 
had his in the elonds." He told Ga”dffi dim h “u 
release the Sardar. Gandhiji agreed and withdrew n 

It was agreed at the — toge” 
that Gandhiji, Nehru and the was never held, 

iron out their differences. But t ] Jer campaign against 
The Sardar was greatly Gov-^ 

him at that time in certain . defend him conti- 

He was worried at heart that Gandh.J. had to detenu n 
Dually against these slanders. 
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iust the Sardar 

thoueh for a f Road, they used to meet every day, even 

lundf or in S'" sometimes drop in after 

toSher and ^^‘er dinner. They walked 

S u uo to r Sardar would walk with 

S oVfhereSr f S'; and see 

’^‘^turn togctlicr to Aurangzeb Road. 

but thir^^alo^e^bccSrS misunderstandings, 

the house of Sr difficult after Ncliru moved to 

MarS If he hl^nS fr"'^«^'=^dn.Chief on Teen Murti 

of their later differe^es^'^milli?^ Mountbatten’s advice, much 
of his illness the sSrdf developed. Because 

frequent. able to go to Nehru’s house 

Sardar requesTed "thS AIGC «5° attended to, the 

house for instructioL 

Sardar’s residence sinm tt, orking Committee met at the 

i.g .t that C ” dVu xr "° «<>- 

sought his guidance, and hcl^ i “"SlanUy 

The adnunis J'r„r r 

gration lacked capable men to formed after inte- 

where party members had canifd' o^^ 

the Sardar’s direction before inHf constructive work under 
able. This was so in KatSawa?'“?"o were avail- 

country, party workers in the forn^^ t ojarat. Elseivhere in the 
agiU^n and .hc„ no snufSitSt-S “ 

Ine Sardar did not asn.’rp t • 
other high office. He once said ffiat 

ten years earlier he would have ^^d won Swaraj 

had solved that of the states He problem as he 

strength to do so now.” He considered^ f' ^ ^he 

important problem after consoSttion ^ country’s most 

man of action, averse to -writine Hk essentially a 

summed up in the words: "Why “^7 be 

waste tune ivriting it?” ^ ^ history rather than 


Maotben Patel 



OUTLINE OF I-X VOLUMES 


Main Topics 

Kashmir Problem 

1945 ^ 

Elections 

Working of Constituent Assembly and its parliamentary aspects 
Interim Goveniment and its working 

^Negotiations with Indian States — their place in future set-up 
Bretton Woods Conference and other international conferences 
Indian National Army 

Provincial politics — Assam, Bengal, Bihar, Bombay, Central 
Provinces, Madras, Orissa, North-West Frontier Province, 
Sind and United Provinces 
1947 

National Issues 

Working of Central Government 

(i) Interim Union Government 

(a) Before 15 August 1947 

(b) After 15 August 1947 

(ii) External 

(a) Ambassadorial appointments 

(b) Indo-Nepal relations 

(c) United Nations Organisation 
Transfer of power 

Partition 

Communal flare-up 
Refugee problem 
States Politics 
Hyderabad 
Junagadh 
Indian States 

(a) Accession 

(b) Integration 

(c) Democratisation 
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Indian Pro\dnces 

1948 

Indian States and their problems 
Hyderabad State 

Indian Government — ^its working and problems 
Gandhi assassination 
Refngee problem — rehabilitation 
Provincial politics 

1949 

Indian States and their problems 

Hyderabad 

Provincial politics 

Central Government and its working and problems 
Gandhi murder, Trial of accused 

1950 

InDIAK GoVXRN-MENT AM) ITS WORKING 

Internal — Inter-ministerial correspondence 
External — Commonwealth and India 
China’s aggression in Tibet 
Constitutional — Constitution-making 

New Head of State imder Constitutior 
Role of Governor 

States Politics 

Indian States and their problems 
Hyderabad issue 
Provincial politics 



HIGHLIGHTS— VOLUMES I AND III-X 

VoL I; New Light on Kashmoi 

This absorbing inside storj' of the events leading up to In- 
dependence and continuing subsequently till Sardar Patel’s death 
in 1950 has not been told bc/bre. It contains the basic raw ma- 
terial for the research scholar and the historian. The correspon- 
dence published in this series opens with the efforts of Maharaja 
Hari Singh and his counsellors in Srinagar to shore up the feu- 
dal structure in Jammu and Kashmir by dental of democratic 
rights. 

Tire Maharaja unleashed a campaign of repreaton against 
the National Conference, the political mouthpiece of the state 
people, arrested Shcikli Mohammed Abdullah, its chief, and 
charged him with sedition. Jawaharlal Nehru entered Kashmir 
in defiance of the state Government’s ban and courted arrest. 

The hlaharaja, finding tltat his hands irere forced by the 
invasion of the stale from Pakistan by armed “raiders,” opted 
for India and, after signing the instrument of accession, agreed 
to the formation of a popular govcmmfnt under Sheikh Abdu- 
llah. The Maharaja and the Sheikh were soon at loggerheads. 
The Maharaja, under relentless pressure from Ne^v Delhi, surrendered 
poiver and placed liimscif in the hands of the Sardar, ivho, as 
the correspondence reveak, played a crucial role in the negotiations 
^vh^ch led ultimately to the withdrawal of the Maharaja from 
the state and the succession of his iictr, Yu^raj Karan Singh, 
as regent and finally as constitutional head of the state. 

Patel also pointed out how India’s case on Kashmir before 
the United Nations Security Council should have been effectively 
presented. The exchange of letters between him and the Sheikh 
foreshado^vs the strong differences on approach to the Kashmir 
problem which ultimately fed to the Sheikh’s removal from the 
prime ministership of the state in 1953, Abdullah went his own 
^vay, heedless of Patel’s restraining influence. 

VoL. Ill: Guidance to hlraisnuEs — C onstituent Assembly 
Problems — iNTERni Government Deadlock — 

Reforms in Indian States 

Elections to the Central and Prorincial Assemblies were 
followed by the formation of a board consisting of Maulana 
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Azad, Sardar Patel and Dr. Rajendra Prasad to organise elections 
to the Constituent Assembly as proposed under the Cabinet 
Mission plan, aiding and guiding Provincial Congress Minismes, 
including the Coalition Ministry in the Punjab, and supervising 
the working of the Congress party in the Central Assembly. These 
tasks fell primarily on the shoulders of Sardar Patel, who 
functioned as a one-man High Command. 

The political situation was complicated by several factors. 
The Governor of Sind, Sir Francis Mudic, manoeuvred to put 
the Mushm League in power. Direct Action Day, obsen'cd by 
the Muslim League on 16 August 1946, resulted in tmprccedcnted 
communal carnage in Calcutta. There were riots in Bihar. The 
League refused to agree to the Cabinet Mission plan. Mahatma 
Gandhi’s meetings with Lord Wavcll failed to straighten matters. 
Patel attributed the deadlock over the formation of an Interim 
Coalition Government to bungling by the Viceroy. 

An Interim Government, headed by Nehru and consisting 
of Congress party nominees, was formed on 2 September 1946. 
It was enlarged into a Congress-League coalition in the middle 
of October 1946. Soon after, Patel described the coalition, which 
was functioning %vithout joint responsibility, as an arena of party 
politics and intrigue. He repeatedly drew WaveU’s attention to 
the disruptionist role of the League members of the Government. 
He also tried to persuade him to bring Bengal under virtual martial 
law to restore peace and tranqiuUity. Problems of Indian National 
Army personnel, the Royal Indian Navy uprising, creation of the 
International Monetary Fund, shipping, trade, and the Secretary 
. , of States’ Services were firmly and constructively handled by the 
Sardar. 

The movement for reform in the Indian states sponsored by 
praja mandals received an impetus from political developments 
in British India. The meagre hope of success is revealed in a 
note Nehru forwarded to the Sardar of his talks wth the Nawab 
of Bhopal in early April 1946. The Sardar, however, guided the 
movement into the right channel. The correspondence reveals 
the country in the throes of revolutionary change. 

VoL. IV. Transfer of Po^vER — Comsiuxal Holocaust and 
Partition — ^Adshkistration and STAniLiry 

The political deadlock dragged on from 1946 to 1947. All 
efforts of the Congress to avert partition failed as the League, 
instigated by sympathisers in tlie top echelons of the British 
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bureaucracy in India and Britain, stuck out for Pakistan. Finally, 
the Congress capitulated under heavy pressure and the hWn states 
of secular, democratic India and Islamic, autocratic Pakistan ^ve^e 
bom, rWth Governor-General Afountbatten plajing the role of 
midtvife. 

Partition and transfer of poAver ^vere accompanied by the 
tragedy and turmoil of wholesale uprooting of populations, mass 
murder and looting and other acts of barbarity. The entire 
socio-economic structure of the affected provinces seemed on the 
verge of collapse, Ho^v the problem of restoring peace and sanity 
and resettling tlie uprooted and dispossessed victims of the 
trauma of partition ^vas handled, primarily by Patel, with courage 
and firmness, is revealed in the correspondence. 

'While the Attlee Government in London and Mountbatten 
in Nesv Delhi appeared to play fair by the Congress and the 
Indian people, British administrators continued to play politics 
at the lower levels and were instrumental in pushing Pakistan 
into a military adventure in Kashmir as part of their game to 
sveaken India economically and politically. The Muslim League, 
which had grabbed power in Pakistan, eagerly collaborated in 
this game, 

Vot. Vj Control over Co.ncress Mjnisttues — 

Indun States’ Accession 

Creating conditions for stable government and maintaining 
law and order in the old provinces of British India after the dis- 
ruption of partition was a major problem which ivas Patel’s 
prime responsibility as Minister of Home Affairs. Relations 
beUveen governors and chief ministers had to be redefined in the 
changed political context, and the Sardar was often called upon 
to mediate in disputes resulting from conflicting interpretations 
of rules and practices by those in authority. 

Problems also arose firom the emergence of factionalism in 
the provincial Congress organisations, and the Sardar had to 
exert his authority to prevent them from cracking up in the 
heat of local power struggles. The most notable instance was 
in Madras, where two rival factions were engaged in a bitter 
struggle which resulted in the ouster of Chief Minister T. Prakasam. 

Rehabilitation of Hindu and Sikh refugees from West Paki- 
stan was the key problem encountered in East Punjab, together 
with the intransigence of Master Tara Singh and the Akali Dal. 

In Assam, large-scale infiltration of Muslims created difficulties 
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for the pro\ancjal administration in the %val:c of the loss of Sylhet 
district to Pakistan. The inclusion of the tribal hill tracts in the 
pro\'ince also presented difficulties as the liillsmcn, ethnically 
and culturally different from the dwellers in the Brahmaputra 
Valle>^, wanted a separate identity. In the interests of national 
security in a sensitive region, they w'cre brought together under 
one administration. 

Bringing the conglomeration of Princely States v.dthin the 
ambit of the new integrated nation-state the Congress leaders 
emnsaged after freedom also presented many problems, the solu- 
tion of which rested on Patel’s shoulders as Minister of States. 

VoL. VI; Patel-Nehru Differences — A ss.\ssiNA'noK of — 

Sepauces Rzop.g.anised — Refugee Rehabiiutation 
Sardar Patel and Jawaharlal Neliru came to the brink of 
relinquishing office in each others favour over differences, first, 
arising out of communal disturbances in Ajmer-Menvara and 
later snowballing into serious conflict over the definition of the 
functions of the Prime Ivlinister in relation to his colleagues and 
the preparation of memoranda by both for presentation to 
Gandhi for his adjudication. The assassination of Gandhi at this 
crucial period acted, however, as a cementing bond between 
them. The Rashtriya Swayamsewak Sangh and similar organi- 
sations were banned. 

G. Rajagopalachari was brought to the Centre as Governor- 
General in succession to ISIountbatten. Restoring popular confi- 
dence after the Gandhi murder and curbing the extremist elements 
responsible for it -svithout at the same time causing cirdl strife 
v/as the responsibility of PateL The correspondence betsveen 
Nehru and Patel on this subject reveals the different styles with 
which the^' functioned. Throughout the year, the influx of fresh 
waves of refugees and their rehabilitation continued to be a major 
preoccupation of the government, and it was Patel’s lot to co- 
ordinate these tasks. 

The difficulties encountered in proriding cohesive and effec- 
tive admimstrations in the prorinces called for firm directives 
from PateL In the United Prorinces, the major conflict rvas 
between the veteran Congress leader Purushottamdas Tandon 
and Premier Pant and their political adversary Rafi Ahmed 
Kidrvai. This rvas represented in the Press as a struggle betrveen 
supporters of Patel and Nehru and a reflection of a porver tussle 
at a higher le\*eL Sharp differences arose in Assam betr^-een 
Governor Alibar Hydari and Chief ifinister Gopinath Bardoloi, 
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^vlulc Communist activities became a cause of worry in this 
province and in neighbouring West Bengal. 

VoL. VII ; IffTEORATtNO InDIAX StATES — POUCE ACTION 
IK Hyderabad 

The year 19-18 was significant for the introduction of responsible 
government in many Princely States, and also for the attempts 
of some princes to block this process. Integration talks were 
launched and nc^v groupings of states came into existence with 
popular ministers to run them. Not long after their induction, 
Patel was called upon to deal with the squabbles within these 
governments as well as between them and the princely heads 
of the new unions. 

The papers relating to the States of Hyderabad and Junagadh 
have been brought together, for their case stands apart from that of 
the other states whicli voluntarily merged in the Indian Union 
as a result of the patriotic impulse of their rulers, who read the 
signs of the times. While the ruler of Junagadh fled to Pakistan, 
the Nizam dreamt of carving out an independent state in the 
belly of the Indian Union. 

With this end in view, the Nizam’s agents ■went on an arms 
buying spree in Europe and organised bands of thugs to terrorise 
the predominantly Hindu population of his State. Secret negotia- 
tions were also started with the British for the addition of Sastar 
State to his domain and the retrocession of Berar, which had been 
incorporated in the Central ftuvinccs. Advances were made to 
the Portuguese Go\'ernment about providing access to Hyderabad 
through Goa to the Arabian Sea. 

Here, as in other instances of princely opposition to joining 
India, the undercover manocuvrings of British oBiciah and poli- 
ticians, keen on seeing India weak and divided after independence, 
played an important part in stiffening the resistance of the Nizam 
and the feudal clique svhicb supported him. After vain attempts 
to persuade the Nizam to agree peaceably to joining the Indian 
Union, as the vast majority of his subjects demanded, the Indian 
Govemment caganised a “police action” to elTect the merger. The 
story ends with the Nizam’s surrender and expression of complete 
confidence in Sardar Patel’s political sagacity. 

VoL. VIII: Foreign Poucif in Evolution — CoNsimmoN- 
MAKiNG — P olitical and Administrative Problems 

The future of India’s relations with the Commomvealth of 
Nations, ties with Nepal, recognition of Communist China and 



disputes ss-itli Pakistan over canal -praters, ill-trcatmcnt of nunonties 
in Pakistan and eracuee property' were important matters ot 
foreign policN' in v.-hidi the Sardar made a significant contn- 
bution. The* main task the Sardar undertook v.-as to merge the 
Unions of Princely States rrith the adjoining states of the Indian 
Union, thus creating a bigger territorial unit than existed under 
the British or any former Raj. 

Internally, differences arose over whether the first President of 
the Indian Republic should be G. Rajagopalachan or Dr. Rajen^a 
Prasad. J^ehru and Patel took different attitudes to mass agitation 
by the Akalis in East Punjab. Tlie Hindu Code BiU v.ns another 
issue on irhich eminent Congress leaders differed from the govem- 
ment’s vieiv. 

The sentence of death ivas passed on 12 Februaiy* on Nathuram 
Godse, the principal accused in the Gandhi murder case, and 
Patel overruled pleas for clemency. As ?.Iinistcr of Information 
and Broadcasting, he laid doivn a policy on the use of Hindi 
for the guidance of All India Radio. 

VoL. EK; PounoM. CohTRovERSiES — ^RexCgees from East 
Bekgai. — ^Territopxai. Integration- of Priscelt St.ates 

Factionalism continued to cause administrative snarls in the 
states and prosmees and to this v.-ere added charges of corruption 
and abuse of pois-er against those in authority. The Sardar Vi-as 
deeply involved in trying to keep peace among the irarring factions 
and weeding out the corrupt. A controversi' erupted in West 
Bengal over the relative status of Bengali and" Hindi for official 
purposes, and a movement for Greater Bengal, including East 
Pakistan, raised its head in the province. 

Friction ■within the iladras Ivlimstry v,-as sharpened by popu- 
lar demands for a separate .Andhra Pradesh. Factions ivithin the 
Punjab Congress came to be identified ivith Nehru and Patel. 
In Hyderabad, the Communists as irell as commnnalists became 
acthe and caused anxiety to the State administration. The 
Communist-supported uprising of the peasants of Teiengana, ivho 
employed force to dispossess the landlords and divide up their 
property, led to military operations against them. 

Gommunal riots broke out in West Bengal as more refugees 
streamed in from East Paldstan with stories of atrocities perpetra- 
t^ on the Hindu minority there. The Congress party split in 
Pradesh at the same time as the Communists swung into 
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Bombay Pradesh Gongress Gommittee 
Central Provinces 
C. Rajagopalachari 
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Atrm Mcmben of militant Muslim political and 

religious organisation founded in 1928 
Malii Sikh devotees of cult founded by Guru Govind 

Singh (died 1708); now a poUtico-religious 
party of Sikhs 
Allah God 

Allama A learned Muslim, a divine 

Amils Term used for educated Sindhis who take to 

professions and government service 

Ashram Hermitage 


AsMread 

Babu 

Bapu 

Bkai 

Bhaiband 

Coccani 

{ItOTikttm) 

Dakshina Bharal 
Hindi Prachar Sabha 
Darshan 
Deccani 


Blessings 

Properly a title of respect attached to a name 
as hlr or Esq. now generally used to signiiy 


a clerk 

Affectionate form of address for Gandhi used 
by followers; means father 


Brother 

Sindhi community whose members go out of 
India for trade and are generally affluent 


Those who live in Konkan region in West 
India 

An associaUon for the spread of Hindi Ian- 
guage in South India 

Audience with person held in reverence 
Those who live in Deccan region 


Goondas 

Harijan 


Hindi Prachar Sabha 
Hindu Mahasabha 


ooligans . 

nvspapcr 

a association for the spread of Hindi language 
ammnnal otganisation svhose memherslnp 
US confined to Hindus 
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Jai Hind 

Victory to India 

Jamiat-ul- Ulema 

Pro-Congress association of Muslim divines 
founded in 1919 

Khoja 

A Muslim sect in Western India engaged in 
trade and commerce 

Kuan 

Peasant 

Lakh 

One hundred thousand 

Lingayat group 

Influential caste in Maysore State 

Maharaj Kumar 

Prince, Hindu title for Maharaja’s son 

Mahasabhaites 

Members of Hindu Mahasabha 

Mahatmaji 

Great Soul; generally used as term of respect 
for Gandhi 

Marwari 

Native of Manvar in Rajputana, often settled 
in other parts of India, a banker, broker or 
merchant 

Maulana 

Title of respect accorded to Muslim judges, 


• heads of religious orders and persons of 
learning 

Non-Brahmiru 

Those who belonged to castes other than 
Brahmins and objected to dominance of 
Brahmins in civil services and professions 

Panthic 

One devoted to Sikh faith 

Parsee 

Zoroastrian refugees who fled from Persia on 
its conquest by Muslims in 8th century AD; 
chiefly settled in Western India and distin- 
guished originally as merchants, shipbuilders 
and traders 

Puja days 

Days on which special Hindu worship is held 

Rai Sahib 

Title of Rai Sahib "vvas conferred by Viceroy 
in the name of British sovereign 

Sahib 

Master; respectful form of address 

Sikh 

Followers of Guru Nanak 

Sjt. 

Short for Shrijukta, meaning Mr 

Unionists 

Members of Unionist Party of Punjab 
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an attempt to retrieve the situation Subhas Bose, then Congress 
President, held talks \vith Jinnah in May 1938 for a settlement 
of the communal demands of the Muslims, but these too yielded 
no result. The British rulers subtly encouraged their Muslim 
supporters to join Jinnah to enable him to claim that the League 
should be recognised as the sole representative of the Muslims of 
India- 

On 10 October 1938, the Sind Muslim League Conference 
m-ged that India be divided into t%vo federations. The Congr^s 
■SVorking Committee reacted sharply to this development in 
December and equated the Muslim League nith the Hindu 
Mahasabha as a communal organisation. This caused Jinnah to 
attack the Congress as a Hindu body and threaten civil disobedi- 
ence in protest against the alleged persecution of Muslims in the 
Congress-run provinces. 

The year 1939 opened with the presentation by the Viceroy, 
Lord Linlithgow, of the draft instrument of accession with a view 
to bringing into operation the federal part of the Government of 
India Act of 1935. The Princes and their Ministers held a meet- 
ing in Bombay in June and pronounced the terms of the draft 
xmacceptable. 

The outbreak of the Second World War on 3 September 
1939 transformed the political scene in India. The plan for 
federation was suspended and the Viceroy, by inviting Gandhi, 
Jinnah and the Naw'ab of Bhopal, Chancellor of the Chamber of 
Princes, for consultation on how to help the rvar effort, equated 
Jinnah with Gandhi for the first time. The Congress ministries 
resigned by the end of October because of the refusal of the 
British Government to include the independence of India among 
its war aims. Jinnah’s followers obsers'ed the exit of Congress 
ministries as DeUverance Day. This development led to a closer 
understanding between the Viceroy and Jinnah. 

The rival positions hardened when the Congress under the 
presidentship of Maulana Azad passed a resolution at its Ramgarb 
session on 19-20 March 1940 demanding complete independence 
and a constituent assembly. The Muslim League’s rejoinder was 
delivered at its Lahore session, held on 22-24 March, urging the 
division of India into autonomous national states. 'iVith his clear 
insight Sardar Patel visualised another struggle and said in 
-■Mimcdabad on 8 April that the only question svas ivhcn to start it. 
He was confirmed in this when Winston Churchill replaced Neville 
Chamheriain as Prime lilinistcr on 10 May 1940. 
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As the tide of ivar ivas going against Britain, tjie Viceroy 
shrewdly decided to talk with Jinnah on 27 June and with Gandhi 
rivo da)*s later. The result vns a statement by the Viceroy on 
8 August placing in the hands of Jinnah a veto on constitutional 
progress by declaring that “the British Government could not 
Contemplate the transfer of posver to any system of government 
whose authority is directly denied by large and powerful elements 
in India’s national life. Nor could they be parties to the coer- 
cion of such elements into submission to sucli a government.” 

Japan’s attack on Peart Harbour, which brought the US into 
the war on the side of the Allies in December 1941, introduced a new 
factor in Indian politics because of the manner in which Japan 
subsequently overran vast areas of South-East Asia, induing 
Burma, Malaya and Singapore. IVesident Roosevelt’s pressure 
made the British War Cabinet send Sir Stafford Cripps to India 
srith proposals for a political settlement. The move failed and 
Cripps returned to Ixjndon on 12 April 1942. 

Two resourceful minds began a search for a svay of breaking 
the deadlock in view of the probability of Japan occupying India. 
G. Rajagopalachari suggested that the Congress acknowledge the 
Iitague’s claim for separation, whereas Gandhi spelt out a Qpit 
India programme, cdUng on Britons “to leave India to God, 
(and) if that is too much, then leave her to anarchy,” 

In July 1942 the Congress Working Committee gave Britain 
notice to quit and on 8 August the AlCC endorsed the demand. 
The following day Gandhi, Nehru, Patel, Azad and other mem- 
bers of the Congress Working Committee were arrested. This 
led to disturbances and acts of sabotage on a large scale. While 
Congressmen were in the wilderness, the Muslim League, aided 
by British ofhcials, enlarged its influence and authority over the 
ministries formed in Muslim-majority provinces. 

Lord Wavell succeeded Lord Linlithgow on 20 October 1943. 
This raised fresh hopes of resolving the deadlock. The new 
Viceroy created a good impression by stating in his first address 
to the Central Legislature on 17 February that he considered India 
a national unit. It was, of course, a miUtary man’s view, but 
it partly dissipated the suspirion that the British Government was 
tvholly pro-League. 

Gandhi was released on medical grounds on 6 May 1944. 
Afier a study of the situation and inspired by Rajagopalachari, 
he held talks and exchanged letters with Jinnah in September on 
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a political settlement, envisaging almost a confederal set-up. Since 
Jinnah believed that the British ^vould as usual outbid Gandhi, 
these talks too proved abortive. The year 1945 opened with the 
move for a pact between Bhulabhai Desai and Liaquat Ali KJian, 
leaders of the Congress and League groups in the Central Legis- 
lature, to form a Congress-League coalition. 

Although the move failed, it acted as a catalj-st. Tlic tide 
of war had turned by noiv against the Avis powers. Allied forces 
recaptured Rangoon on 3 May 1945 and Germany surrendered on 
7 May. After wsiting London, Lord Wavcll released the Congress 
leaders and held a conference in Simla in June. This attempt 
at a settlement also failed. Mcamvhile, Labour assumed potver 
in Britain on 26 July and Jinnah, apprehending that it might 
take a pro-Congress stance, pressed for fresh elections in India. 

Sir Stafford Cripps had attributed the failure of the Simla 
Conference, called by Lord Wavcll in the summer of 1945 to 
break the political deadlock, to the anxiety of the contestants 
to avoid interim arrangements that might prejudice the basis of a 
permanent settlement on the transfer of power. Sir Stafford had 
suggested that new elections be held in India to form a consti- 
tuent assembly. Wavcll and the Attlee Cabinet fell in line wth 
this vievv. 

The Working Committee of the Muslim League, which had 
already urged fresh elections, supported the proposal enthusiasti- 
cally. Jinnah felt that in the communally surcharged atmosphere 
of the time a fresh poll based on separate communal electorates 
would help him establish the representative character of the 
League as the sole spokesman of the Muslim "nation.” 

The Congress party, too, favoured fresh elections since that 
would help break the political stalemate and also enable it to 
incre^e its strength in the Central Assembly. The last elections 
to this body had been held in 1934, and those to the provincial 
legislatures in 1936. The life of these assemblies had been ex- 
tended on the plea of preoccupation -vvith the svar effort. The 
truth, of course, "was that the British authorities were afraid that 
fresh elections would only result in a further addition to the 
strength of the Congress party. 

Elections were looked at by the rival political parties as a 
means of proving their hold on the masses, and by the bureaucracy 
in India as an instrument for hardening the divisive forces in 
the country. Only the Attlee Cabinet felt genuinely concerned 
about finding an agreed solution through democratic processes. 
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Japan surrendered on 14-15 August and Wavell announced on 
21 August that general elections would be held the folJo^ving winter. 

In this volume, the Sardar Patel Correspondence picks up the 
thread at this point of development. As Chairman of the Central 
Election Board of the Confess, the Sardar sensed how fateful the 
elections \vould be in the context of the coming transfer of power. 

The volume opens with a letter he wrote to Nehru on I 
October 1945 drawing attention to the Government of India’s 
announcement of fresh elections to the Central and Provincial 
Assemblies and inviting Nehru to send him "a small draft of the 
election manifesto for the Central Assembly elections,” He added: 
“I think it svould do if you svould base the manifesto on the main 
issue of independence or Quit India.” 

The question of a manifesto having been settled, the corres- 
pondence takes the lid off the processor selecting party candidates 
and financing elections. Sardar Patel was the kingpin of the 
organisation as Chairman of the Parliamentary Sub-Committee, 
Maulana Azad, as Congress President, was Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Board. Jawaharlal Nehru kept himself aloof from 
the organisational part of the election campaign. But as a star 
campaigner he expressed himself occasionally on men and matters 
according to his own predilections. 

There were two ways of dealing with the correspondence. 
One was to publish the letters in chronological sequence, leaving 
it to the reader to assess their significance and the role played 
by the numerous personalities that figure in it. The alternative 
was to help the reader to assess the role played fay Sardar Patel 
and his principal colleagues by so arranging the correspondence 
as to focus attention on them and on their relationship. 

The alternative has been adopted in arranging the volume. 
The letters exchanged between Patel and Azad from October 1945 
to March 1946 have been brought together in chronological se- 
quence. They throw light on the Sardar’s relations with the 
Congress President. This correspondence is followed by that 
between the Sardar and the other members of the Congress 
Working Committee and the Parliamentary Sub-Committee. 
These focus attention on the manner in which other members of 
the Congress High Command functioned in their relationship 
with Sardar Patel. 

Then follows the voluminous correspondence between Patel 
and provincial party bosses. This concerns largely the selection 
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of candidates and the assessment of rival claims based on jail- 
going record and on caste and religious affiliations. 

The arrangement involves moving fonvard and backivard 

fTr ^ 1 ^ ^ opportunity to grasp the significance of 
he fateful electio^ in terms both of personalities and the politick 
scene preceding the transfer of power. The pattern that Lerges 
from this excrete has both historical and topical interest. 

Pakis^n. Gon^^iS refSteVite ^ 

l?cSom" Thrrfdtlt 

lomp^n^r^'^^ptt^^^^^ in“rf 

Indian Union against their deH remain in an 

recoding th^ e 

conditions svhich ivould hein tVip ri~fr made to create 

a common and cooperative national liff ‘'"1 developing 

ciple inevitably involves Acceptance of the prin- 

cised on other substantial gfoups withffi^th^?^'' 
tonal unit should have the fnll^t ^ 

union, consistently svith a strong naSf sSl'e!”"™^ 

yep anf their party mSnJ wlj in di^^rTy^' 'T 

prime responsibihty to reassemble tl,e became Patel’s 

smootUy. A blunder committed by Thl Brft^S'^ 
authonties helped create an emr<f' i Bntish Indian Army 

try which Congressmen could ride the coun- 
try in Delhi’s Red Fort three officers decision to 

which Subhas Bose had organised So ^ National Army 
tary arm of the Azad Huffi Govei^nf 

■Mth the Japanese. About 20 000 IN^ 1° “^^^boration 

up by the British after the war Sine^^ been rounded 

a Muslim and a Sikh, it • f '-^^L“^°Ned a Hindu, 

ing the unity of the three comm^ ®P«^al significance as symbolis- 
for Which t?e INA s^oT "^-«on 

q«a.S'„f“,' ^'4'Tap;“'y »<»ar a 

aad to4 »osUtutioBal wj Td E 
also jomed m the defence made a natiZx ’.i • Bahadur Sapru, 

paocaadiaga aad .Ha baM.« advo^T&iliaaJiS^ 
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of the Congress party in the Central Assembly,. made such an 
appeal to the sentiments of the people that the Muslim League 
too felt impelled to express support for the defendants. 

The correspondence lifts the veil over the exciting and occa* 
sionally exasperating drama of factional rivalry and the personal 
ambitions of men and women seeking the party ticket for elec- 
tion. It discloses how even tlie Congress High Command suffered 
from disharmony and yet managed to preserve its public image 
of single-minded unity. The key role in this drama was Patel’s. 
His judgment proved generally sound and his integrity, patriotism 
and prestige acted as a magnet to attract funds to run the 
election machine. 

From the day the Sardar opened his election office in 
Bombay in October 1915 will Shantilal Shah as its Secretary, his 
organisation functioned with efficiency and helped the party gather 
a rich harvest. 

The sharp exchange of victvs between Patel and Azad on the 
selection of candidates, especially in the Punjab, Bengal and 
Sind, made Patel remark that the "selection of candidates is a 
bad business” and deplore the "mad race for power.” Problems 
regarding the Muslim seats in UP and Bihar, the struggle in CP 
to keep Communists out of labour constituencies, the Rajaji- 
KamaraJ clashes in Tamil Nadu, and the rivalry for leadership of 
the Congress Legislature party in Madras Presidency, the Akali- 
Congress rivalry in the Punjab and the Oriya-Andhra differences 
in Orissa reflected in the correspondence constitute a lineal 
relei'ance to contemporary history. 

The sprawling province of Madras proved a headache to the 
High Command. So far as election prospects were concerned, 
it svas Congress-minded, but the party -was in travail over its 
future leadership. Gandhi backed Rajagopalachari, and Patel 
and Azad brought the whole force of their influence to uphold 
their leader’s judgment. But GR ^vas attacked on one flank by 
Kamaraj and on the other by the Andhra Kesari, Prakasam. 
This was the first instance of successful defiance of the High 
Command. 

The massiv'c correspondence is studded with such comments 
as tlic follo^ving made by Patel in a letter to Kamaraj on 25 
December 1945: "The Working Committee naturally is anxious 
to see that the atmosphere in the proN-ince is settled before the 
elections. But it is unfortunate that your attitude is not helpful 



at all Your telegram contains a veiled threat of indiscipline if 
no o revo t. There is no question of imposing any decisions 
rom above but you and your colleagues must realise that the 
'Yortnng Committee has also a responsibility and it cannot abdi- 

approached by as many as about 
one-third of the members of your Provincial Congress Committee.” 

confidence that the Congress would s^veep the 

todav ic belief that “the countr)'’s atmosphere 

se? tbrn ? “P Congress on its ticket 

gets through \«thout any difficulty.” 
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December 1945, th,; S„dar"aE«EE " 
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destroyed.” ‘ Commumst organisation be 
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gress. assertion of the objectives of the Con^ 
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TOpression in the Indian defend fn is to create the 

wall not be treated as aliens or en^ ’ *cy 

full opportunities to ser^te as patrioS^and they udll be given 

the service of the country ” ^ ^ ^ P^°''® ^beir worth for 



“I would advise you to keep your eyes and ears open but 
at the same time to keep your mouth shut.” 

“You need to have much stronger nerves tlian you seem to 
possess if you ^vant to serve your country,” 

“A legislature is not the only place for service. Most of 
us of the Working Commitlec have never entered the portal of 
a legislative chamber,” 

“Why should people who make so many sacrifices in the 
struggle expect return for these sacrifices by svay of compensation 
and claim to get to the councils? They render their sacrifices 
worthless and discredit the organisation. Instead of giving stren- 
gth to the Congress, they try to weaken it,*’ 

"It is unfair to give no share to the tribals whose population 
is so big.” 

"Tliere should be no quarrels or patties of factions amongst 
Congressmen in the Punjab, which is the key province and tvhich 
holds the future of India in the balance. We must all unite and 
fight the forces of reaction and disintegration.” 

Writing to an ambitious political prisoners “You are civilly 
dead, read in spare time literature and pass your time mostly 
in spinning and meditation.” 

After the elections, the race for ministership caused the Sardar 
to admonish some and rebuke others. Here are illustrative ex- 
tracts from letters: 

“No ministry can function unless the prime minister (now 
chief minister) is given full freedom to form a homogeneous cabinet 
of his otvn choice as there is joint responsibility in its working.” 

“The Congress thinks in term of nationalism and the cabinet 
members, though they may have been selected from any commu- 
nity, are expected to serve all the people of Orissa without any 
distinction.” 

To a retired military officer wanting ministership: “You 
must learn to suppress your ambition and to show your ability 
by doing some solid work as a solder of the Congress instead of 
straightway attempting to beccane a leader.” 

“It would be impossible to compensate all those who have 
suffered in the cause of the Congress. The sacrifice itself is tlie 
greatest reward to those who have made it and you must not 
expect anything in return.” 
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“An all-party government can never work.” 

“Throughout the Bombay Presidency not a single seat has 
been lost by the Congress. The Congress has captured the hea^ 
of the people, but the candidates returned have to justify the 
confidence reposed in them by the people.” 

The elections to the Central Legislative Assembly, held m 
December 1945, resulted in an ovcnvhelming success for the Con- 
gress in the general constituencies and for the Muslim League 
in the electorates reerv'ed for that community. The Congress 
secured 91.3 per cent of the votes cast in non-Muslim constituen- 
cies and the League 86,6 per cent of those polled in the Muslim 
constituencies. The final results gave the Congress 57 seats aga- 
inst 36 in the prevnous Assembly and the Muslim League 30 
against 25. 

The correspondence throws much light on Congress efforts 
to put up or support nationalist candidates from the Muslim and 
other minority communities. \Vhile the elections established 
the Congress claim to be the biggest political party in the count- 
ry, it also showed that the Le^ue, having captured all the Mus- 
lim scats in the Central Assembly, was a rival political force. The 
fact that nationalist Muslim can^dates in many instances forfeited 
their security deposits reinforced the League’s contention that the 
Congress did not enjoy the confidence of the Muslims. 

Elections to the provincial legislatures rverc less disappoint- 
ing from the Congress point of vimv in spite of the fact that thej' 
were staggered by the British bureaucrats in a manner that 
would help create a pro-League wave in the country. The}' -were 
first held in Assam, Sind, NWIFP and the Punjab. In Assam, 
the League captured all 27 Muslim seats and the Congress all 
58 general seats. In Sind, the League captured 27 seats and the 
Congress 21. In N\\TP, the Congress 30 and the League 17 seats. 
In the Punjab, the League got 75 seats and the Congress 51, 

The position in the prorinces, formerly ruled by Congress 
ministries and then under Governor’s rule, was more satisfying to 
the Congress, which won 58 seats in Bihar, including one Muslim 
seat, against 34 captured by the League. The Congress got 152 
seats in the United Prorinces and the League 54. Their relative 
strength in the^'other provinces u'as:-Bombay — Congress 126, League 
30; Madras— Congress 165, League 29; Central Prorinces — Congress 
92, League 13; Orissa — Congress 47, League 4; Bengal — Congress 
87, League 113. ^>56 
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Tlic outcome of the elections to the provincial assemblies was 
not altogether to the League’s iiking> for although it svon a majo- 
rity of Muslim scats it could form ministries only in Bengal and 
Sind out of the five provinces it had named as the territory to 
constitute Polastan. But the bureaucrats svho favoured the parti- 
tion of India helped Jinnah. They set about the task of neutral- 
ising the advantage the Congress and its allies had gained in the 
Punjab and NlVTP, Their plot succeeded because the politicians 
were in a hurry to take over the reins of government which were 
slipping from the hands of the Raj. 

This second volume is broadly divided into two parts 
covering the period October 1945 to March 1946. The earlier 
one deals ^vith elections to the Central Legislative Assembly. 
TTie second part is a record of elections to provincial legislatures, 
whose significance was heightened by the fact that they svould be 
electing members to the proposed Constituent Assembly. 

Correspondence concerning the arrival of the Cabinet Mission 
in March 1946 and the n^otiations that followed the elections 
to the Constituent Assembly and the formation of the Interim 
Government on 2 September 1946 and the crucial developments 
that preceded Lord Mountbatten’s appointment as the last Viceroy 
are recorded in the third volume. 

Two Viceregal announcements, one on 21 August 1945 and 
the other on 19 September, provide the background to the corres- 
pondence. These precede the letters, along with a statement by 
Sardar Patel on 28 August 1945 pressing for the release of politi- 
cal prisoners who were covered by the understanding on creating 
a proper atmosphere for fair elections. 

Abbreviations and glossary precede the introduction. Lists 
of provinces under the Congress party constitution and of the 
members of the Congress Working Oommittee in 1945-46 arc 
given in appendices. Brief footnotes arc given to the serialised 
letters and telegrams to help identify individuals and institutions 
and explain events in the given context. 

2, Tolstoy I/ane 
New Delhi-I 
23 November 1971 


Durga Das 



STATEMENTS BY WAVELL AND PATEL 

GOVERNOR-GENERAL'S ANNOUNCEMENT ON EEECmONS 
AND CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 

Following is a Press Note issued from the Viceroy’s House, 
New Delhi, on 21 August 1945: 

General elections for the Central and Provincial Legislatures 
are long overdue, and the Governor-General has decided after con- 
sultation with His Majesty’s Government and the Provincial Gover- 
nors that they must no^v be held as soon as possible. 

The Central Assembly will, therefore, be left to expire on 
1 October, and the general election for that chamber will be 
completed in time for the new members to take their scats at the 
budget session of 1946, The electoral rolls for the Council of 
State are not ready, and the life of that chamber \vill, therefore, 
be further extended to 1 May, 1946, with a vlcav to the holding 
of a general election as soon as may be after that date. 

In the circumstances, the Governor-General tvill not summon 
session of either of the two chambers this autumn. 

Orders for the holding of general elections to the Provincial 
Assemblies will be issued in due course by the Governors, 

FOLLOWING IS THE BROADCAST OF THE VICEROY, LORD WAVELL, 
ON HIS RETURN FROM LONDON ON 19 SEPTEMBER 1945 

After my recent discussions -with His Majesty’s Government 
in London, they have authorised me to make the following an- 
noimcement: 

As stated in the gracious speech from the Throne at the 
opening of Parliament His Majesty’s Government are determined 
to do their utmost to promote, in conjunction svith the leaders of 
Indian opinion, the early realisation of full self-government in 
India, During my visit to London, they have discussed 'with me 
the steps to be taken. 

An announcement has already been made that elections to 
the Central and Provincial Legislatures, so long postponed owing 
to the war, are to be held during the coming cold rveather. There- 
fore, His Majesty’s Government earnestly hope that ministerial 
responsibility svdll be accepted by poHtical leaders in all provdnees. 



■ It is the intention of His Majesty’* Government to convene, 
as soon as possible, a constitution-making body and as a preh- 
minary step,^hey have authorised me to undertake, 
after ihe elections, discussions ™th 

lative assemblies in the provdnees, to ascertain *'?Xr 

sals contained in the 1942 declaration arc accep a 
some alternative or modified scheme is 

mil be undertaken Mrith the representatives of *« “ “ »** 
with a viesv to ascertaining in what way they can best take their 
part in the constitution-making body. 

His Majesty’s Government are proceeding to the ’ 

tion of the content of .the treaty which tvill require to be conclu 
ded bePvecn Great Britain and India. y. t 

During these preparatory stages, the Government of India 
must be carried on and urgent economic and 

be dealt rvith. Furthermore. >>?!. “ P’.'Cr Governme” 

working out the new world order. H.s 

have, therefore, further authorised me, as soon as he r^ult^m 
the provincial elections arc published, to ^ the 

being an executive council which svill have the support 
main Indian parties. 

Tliat is the end of the announcement Hu ^ J ty ^ 

Government have ctithorised me^to ina . determined 

deal. It means that His ‘ stif.government at 

to go ahead '"* *' “*= can^well imagine, 

the earliest possible date. Incy n , 7 nrohlems on their 

a great number of “[^Xy 

hands; but despite all their piw p atf,.ntion to the Indian 
almost in their first days of office, is a 

problem, as one of the ftret and m<» • ^.5 Government to 

measure of the earnest resolve of His Majesty 
help India to achieve early self-government. „„,litution 

The task of making =*"‘i eoSlI, co-opera- 

for India is a complex one, '*h«* fill Xncemed. We must first 
tion and patience on the pm electorate may be 

hold elections so that the any major alternaUve ol 

known. It is not possible to und for at least nvo 

the franchise system. This w M d 
years. But we are doing our pesi w 

rolls efficiently. „,w,n„se to hold discussions with the 

After the elections, I prop^ Indian states to 

representatives of those elected and of the mm 



determine the form ts’liich the constitution-making body should 
take, its power and procedure. The draft declaration of 1912 
proposed a method of setting up a constitution-making body, 
but His Majesty’s Government recognise that, in view of the great 
issues involved and the delicacy of the minority problems, consul- 
tations with the peoples’ representatives is necessary before the 
form of constitution-making body is finally determined. 

The above procedure seems to His Majesty’s Government 
and myself the best way open to us to give India the opportunity 
of deciding her destiny. We arc well aware of the difficulties to 
be overcome, but arc determined to overcome them. I can cer- 
tainly assure you that the Government and all sections of the 
British people are anxious to help India, which has given us so 
much help in winning this war. I, for my part, will do my' best, 
in the service of the people of India, to help arrive at their goal, 
and I firmly believe that it can be done. 

It is now for Indians to show that they have the svisdom, 
faith and courage to determine in what way they can reconcile 
their difierenccs and how' their country can be governed by Indians 
for Indians. (The Indian Annual Register, July-Dcccmbcr 1945, 
Vol II, pp. 148-149.) 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 

SAUDAR PATEL ISSUED THE POLLOWING STATEMENT TO 
THE PRESS IN POONA ON 28 AUGUST 1945 

There arc still 400 prisoners confined in the Alipuram jail, 
Bellary district, sentenced to various terms of imprisonment dur- 
ing the August disturbances. Two who have been condemned to 
death in the Kulasekharapatnam salt raid ease arc kept in the 
district jail, Madura. Of the 400 political prisoners, 264 arc 
long-term comdets, ranging from five years to over 20 years. Out 
of these 264, 253 are being treated as C class prisoners, while only 
11 have been placed in B class. Eighteen of the C class long-term 
prisoners have been put by the convicting magistrates on exclusive 
millets (cholcm) diet and 32 have been put on ragi diet, rice or 
wheat being absolutely denied to them while they have never 
been accustomed to this diet. These 50 long-term prisoners are 
thus denied even the scanty diet which G class prisoners have 
been ordinarily getting. 

Of the long-term prisoners in C class 17 are life prisoners, 
sentenced to 20 years and also over 20 years, and 36 have been 
sentenced to 10 to 20 years and the rest have been sentenced to 
5 to 10 years. 
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Of these long-term prisoners, as many as 218 belong to Tamil 
Nadu, and among the charges agsumt them were the burning of 
the aerodrome in Coimbatore district, setting fire to a toddy 
shop, setting fire to the court house in Ramnad district, salt 
raid in Tirunelveli district, resulting in the murder of an officer, 
setting fire to the collectoratc in Ramnad district, RMS mail 
case and mailbag dacoity and attempt to destroy a bridge. 

The G class prisoners arc suffering from very poor diet and 
scanty clothing, want of oil which is demed to them under an 
antediluvian jail manual, inadequate medical aid resu tmg in e 
illness of 100 prisoners and very bad sanitary conditions. 


I send as it is the foregomg to the Press. It has been sent 
to me by Sjt M. Bhaktavatsalam, the convener of the Madras 
Legislature Congress Party. The treatment d«cnbcd therem, 
whether legal and authorised, can only be described as inhuinan 
and barbarous. If it is legal and authorised it condej^s the 
whole administration as unfit and makes the condemnation all 
th= worse. I hope that the Madrat Pf'S 

their explanation and make reparation if all 

inhumanities described in the statement. I t 
prisoners should either be discharged or ” “I 

official tribunal should be set up to examme ® “ .gnse davs 
upon them. Many convictions were S 

of%ardonable heat by or on behalf of the Government. They 
tvill not bear the light of calm reason. 



SAEDAR PATEL’S CORRESPONDENCE 
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CONGRi:SS AND iVSSCMBLY KLECTIONS 


^ Nature Cure Clinic 

6 Todiwala Road 
Poona 
1 October 1945 

My dear JauMliarlal, ^ Jn» been an- 

T1.C Crnml in all the 

nounced by ibe Government of *"***' . . nominations arc 

prounce, trill tale place in NovemYr an- 

to be miedin the latt of t Im n^^enth a> per ^tM^> ^ 

noimcement in the Press. I ba\c ^ gjjg circulating 

asking for nomination from vanous pr . . ' , would be better 

a pledge required to be ^ "^n for the 

if you tvould send me ^s"*^** jj do 5f you would base 

Central .\ssembly elections. I or 

the manifesto on the mam issue o P _ j years during 

Tlielkimbay riots are 

the period of the svar no ^ j( and the so-called 

India because the Government suppressed wth a 

dirturbanee, in the Austm ^ , „n.- 

rnirt^ubinl- .h«--adi.y. I a. 

Bapu' bar no fever rrow improvement 

still a no-ebangert but I bop ^ this month I wdl 

during this month and if 
have to leave this place. 

Hope you arc doing well. yours sincerely, 

^ Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

Allahabad J ,,y fdloweo; me»M father 


s.a-iM 
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My dear Vallabhbhai, ^ 

sender: S'Sjrf 't ? ’ ^ »'■■’" ‘-r ■« 

very full orrvort an“Sw,["al"= ^T^' ’="• ^ 

to develop a tmtCmood!'"^ ^ ‘he time 

he mentions that K T ^^ghunandan Saran’ in which 

Central Assembly as a Conm-es'J returned to the 

city constituencies, preferablv tS ‘he Bombay 

Parsi3. Shah did not speak to in<> represented no\v by some 

he would prove a useful* membr^ ^ should imagine that 

hnow who the candidates are an^an 1 I do not 

are, and anyhow n is for you to judge. 

^ours affectionately, 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Jatvaharlal 


Anand Bhawan 
Allahabad 

My dear VaUabhbhai, ^ October 1945 

I enclose a note sent i 

you H.'® SrTK= 'Vo- por- 

Vo AICC< office 

„r.,„ IT """ 

. 'p 0.0, 

la mattr-rs nr '-ajmitutt-c, th» -r-., ■ , Partition 

2 r elected bj- party mentbCTs 
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overseas department. He did some good %vork there but did not 
behave well and had to leave. Since then he has been very repen- 
tant and is anxious to do some national work. In an American 
sense he is fairly competent at his job though ho^v far that \vill 
lit him into Indian conditions is more dilBcult to say. He is 
particularly good at publicity. I believe he is at present em- 
ployed on a big salary by [Setli Ram Krishna} Dalmia* in Delhi. 
He offered to do ^v'ork for us by leaving Dalmia or by remaining 
there and doing our work in his spare time. Whctlicr he can be 
usefully employed by us, especially for election ^vork, it is for you 
to judge. He is certainly earnest about it and will try to do his 
best. 

You ^vould have noticed in the Press a totally unnecessary 
controversy bet>yeen Sara! (ChandraJ Bose^ and me. I am afraid 
Sarat has for some reason or other got a grievance against me, 
though why it should persist I do not kno\v. He is making a 
dead set against Ghlang Kai-shek, which seems to me bad and 
harmful and likely to create unnecessary trouble all round. None 
of us admires all tliat Ghlang Kai-shek has done. But it does 
seem to me wrong for us to attack him in this way. He happens 
to be the head of the Chinese State and so far as India is con- 
cerned his attitude has al^vays been very friendly. For my part 
I have kept up friendly relations not only with Chiang Kai-shek 
and the Chinese Government but wih many of his critics in 
China. I do not want this controversy tvilh Sarat, but to remain 
silent became impossible for me. 

I am going to Lucknow on the 3rd for our provincial Con- 
gress meetings which ^v^ll keep me there for 5 days. From 12 to 
17 October I tour some districts in the UP [United Provinces] 
— BalUa, Ghazipur, Azamgarh, Jaunpore, Benares [now Varanasi] 
which Suffered most during the past three years. I come back 
on the 17th and on the 18th I leave for Delhi, spending a day 
there in connection ^vith INA’ svork and proceed to Jaipur for 
three days. I expect to return to Allahabad on the 25th. I have 
to be in Bombay on 6 November for the National Planning 
Committee. Before I go there J should like to pay a brief n'sit 
to Calcutta and Midnaporc if I can manage it. 

1 Marwari buunes toan 

2 Leading Congresman of Bengal, elder Mother of Subhas Chandra Bose; 
Member, Interim Government 

3 Indian National Army or Azad Hind Fauj, formed of Indian military 
personnel by Subhas Chandra Bose in Burma after fall of South-East Asia to Japa- 
nese in tVorld tVar II 
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I hope Bapu and you are keeping well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabiibhai Patel 
Poona 



Poona 
6 October 1945 


My dear Jars'abarlal, 

I received your letter of the 1st instant yesterday afternoon. 

Mr. Dharam Yash Dev had rvritten to Bapu and to [Raj- 
kumari] Amrit Kaur' about the same matter, and as those letters 
were referred to me for disposal I had asked him to meet me in 
Bombay. He met me when we were in Bombay and he impressed 
me very well indeed. But from his conversation rvith me I 
gathered that he has a family and a style of living "which is expen- 
sive. The ordinary Congress salary "will not in my opinion suit 
him at all. He drasv’s about Rs. 1,250 from Dalmia and his father 
has left him practically nothing. He has therefore to earn his o%vn 
living. I learn from Amrit Kaur, who knows him intimately, that 
his wife is a society girl of expensive habits and she would not 
like that he should join the Congress office. But she has a very 
good opinion of him. He has been in correspondence "^vith me, 
but I am not sure "whether his style of propaganda would suit us 
in the election campaign. I agree with you that he has made 
ample amends for his past mistake and he has also made up 
with [Achaiy'a J. B.] Kripalani.^ At present we are confining our- 
selves to Central Assembly elections propaganda and for that 
we need not go in for any elaborate plan. But we shall consider 
tvhen we meet next whether we should employ him for election 
propaganda in connection "with the provincial assembly elections. 

1 Came to prominence as pcnonal assistant to INiahatma Gandhi; this asso- 
ciation earned her membership of Interim Government and health ministership 
in Cabinet as representative of Christian community; tool: keen interest in 

brin^inq tofrmiion Institute of Indian Mcdidac in Xc*.v Delhi; helped create National 
Sports Clubs all over India 

- One of the oldest livin" Congress leaders; jvoined Gandhi in 1917; General 
Sscrcuiw of OOTgrcsi, 1934-10; its President, 195G-47; Congress member of Ct\, 
191G-50; resigned fro.-n Congress in 1931; MP intermittently since 1952; ejtponcnt 
of Gandhian philosophy 
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You must have recch’cd my letter suggesting that you should 
draft a small election manifesto for the Central Assembly. We have 
not much time as these ejections arc to take place next month. 

The unfortunate and unnecessary controversy bettveen you 
and Sarat Bose distressed us here very much. Bapu has written 
to Sarat about it. He has probably svritten to you also. I 
fail to understand why he chose to make such a public attack 
against Chiang Kai-shek ndtbout having any consultation svith 
you or Bapu. He knows the Congress policy. He must have 
some purpose behind it. I do not know svhat grievance he could 
have against you. I am afraid his re-entry into the Congress will 
create once again a situation svhich may not be pleasant for us 
all. Bapu is going to Bengal in the beginning of next month and 
he svill probably talk to him more freely at that time. 

I see that P. C. Joshi' has started vigorous propaganda against 
tlie Congress for our attitude torvards his group. It would have 
been better if we had expelled them straightaway. Our notice 
has given him a handle to create propaganda here and abroad 
against us. 

The Maharajkumar of Viaianagram* had written a letter to 
Amrit Kaur expressing a desire to stand for the Central Assembly. 
She has advised him to see you and Pantji [G. B. Pant] in the 
matter. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 


5 


Allahabad 
9 October 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have just received your letter of 6 October. I am sorry 
for the delay in sending the election manifesto for the Central 
Assembly. I could not possibly find time in Lucknow. I hope 
to send you something tomorrow. 

1 General Secretary, Communbt Party of India, 1934-47 

2 Cricketer and patron of Indian ^>ort: Minister of Justice, UP Government, for 
some time; elected to UP Upper Ko«bo, 1952 
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I quite agree rvuth you as to Dharam Yash De\% 

I am. really at a loss to understand why Sarat Bose suddenly 
launched an attack on me unless this is due to some old grievance 
which I have forgotten. It seems obsdous to me that his anger is 
directed more against me than Ghiang Kai-shek. 

You may have seen in the papers the imdtation issued by Dr. 
Soekarno, the President of the provisional Indonesian Republic. 
Among others, this has been issued to me to %Tsit Java immediately 
to see things there. The situation there is odd and rather 
critical. It ■will have its repercussion elseivhcre. I felt that some 
immediate response was desirable, and so I replied that if tliere 
is need for me there in the interest of Indonesian freedom I 
shall come there, even though this means leaving urgent and 
important -u’ork here. Of course this depends on passport and 
travelling facilities. By air Batasda can be reached in tsvo days 
from Allahabad. There is hardly any chance of my getting 
these facilities from Government here. Nevertheless I am applying 
for them. 

There is just a chance of my going to Calcutta and Midnapore 
towards the end of this month for four days or so. Someone told 
me that you might be there then with Bapu. 

Yours affectionately, 
Ja^vaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Allahabad 
10 October 194-5 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

.'Vs promised in my yesterday’s letter, I am sending you a 
drah manifesto for the Central .'\sscmbiy elections. This has 
turned out longer than I intended and it covers considerable 
ground, although I have avoided detail and the more contro- 
versial topics. 1 felt that it would be desirable to cover this 
ground for two reasons: 1. The manifesto is bound to attract 
attemion in foreign countries and the .avoidance of all other issues, 
apart froin independence, will create a bad impression. People 
m.ay say, as llicy have sometimes s.aid in the past, that tlic Con- 
gress represents big business etc. 
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2 Tliis will contrast well tviOi any manifesto that the Muslim 
League will issue, for it is certain that they svill avoid mentoning 
any of the country’s problems and nnH harp on 
course, it U quite possible that they trill not issue any manifesto 
at all. .. ^ 

1 would suggest that when you issue the mandesto you 

might say somefwng to the v,r''rfre AIOC 

triih the directions contained in Resolution VII of the AICC 
held in Bombay the Working Committee ,s ™g thn mandes o 
for the electioL to the Central Legislative A ”°te 

detailed manifesto trill be issued later, after approval by 
AICC at its next meeting, for the provincial elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

Another copy of thU letter and manifesto is being sent express 
delivery. 


enclosure 

DRAFT MANIFESTO FOR CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

For .law yeert .he Nmioa.l ri 

.„d„. During Uii. tong in bondage, ever 

the Indian people, straining at 

leving ,0 break -he 

ningi it hu pmgresnvely grown «n p ^ 

message of freedom to tbc masses o^ ^ ™,wcr and strength and 

remotes, villages. From these rihran. symbol of India’s 

developed into a mighty organmafon. the hvmg it has dedi- 
will to freedom and indepmdr^e. ,„.der its banner in- 

cated itself to this sacred cause, 

numerable countrymen and ,o redeem the pledge they 

lives and undergone life-long 8 hearts of our 

had urken. By serviee and saerilie. i. i, has bud. up 

peoplet by its refusal to submit to any ^^j-pcrialiit rule, 
a powerful movement of resistant to „„strueti,e effort for 

The career of the Congress has to gain freedom. In this 

the good of the people and of un repeatedly into direct conflict 

Struggle it has faced numerous crs,« «»d come repea y 
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of our country miot be removed. Industry and agriculture, the social services 
and public utilities must be encouraged, modernised and rapidly extended in 
order to add to the wealth of the country and give it the capacity for self- 
growth, svithout dependence on olhets. But all this must be done tvith the 
primary objects and paramount duty of benefiting the masses of our people 
and raising their economic, cultural and spiritual level, removing unemploy- 
ment, and adding to the dignity of the individual. For this purpose it will 
be necessary' to plan and co-ordinate social advance in all its many fields, to 
prevent the concentration of wealth and potver in the bands of inilivjduals and 
groufK, to prevent vested interests inimical to society from growing, and to 
have Social control of the mineral resources, means of transport and the princi- 
pal methods of production and (Ustnbution, as well as of banking and ex- 
change. Co-operation should be encouraged in land, industry and in other 
departments of national activity so that free India may develop into a co- 
operative Commonwealth. 

In international alfain the Gjngress stands for the establishment of a 
world federation of free nations. Till such time as such a federation takes 
shape, India must develop friendly relations with all nations and particularly 
with her neighbours on the east and the west and the north. In the Far East, 
in South-East Asia and In ^Ve3tem Asia, India has had trade and cultural 
relations for thousands of years and it is inevitable that with freedom she 
should renew and develop these relations. Reasons of security and future trends 
of trade also demand these closer contacts with these regions. India, which 
has conducted her own struggle for freedom on a non-violent basis, will always 
throw her weight on the side of world peace and co-operation. She will also 
champion the freedom of all other subject nations aod peoples, for only on 
the basis of this freedom and the elimination of imperialism everywhere can 
world peace be established. 

On the 8th of August 1942 the All-India Congress Committee passed a 
resolution, since then famous in India's story, and in this resolution it gave the 
battlc-^:ry 'Quit India'. By that demand and chaUenge the Congress stands 
today and it has reaffirmed the national and lotwnational objectives of that 
August resolution. It is on the baw of this resolution and with this battle-cry 
that the Congress faces the electimis for the Central and Provincial Assemblies. 

The Central Legislative Assembly is a body wiA no power or authority 
and is practically an advisory body wdsosc advice h« been constantly 
flouted and ignored, ft is compfeteJy out of date and is based on a %ery res- 
tricted franchise. The electoral registers for it arc full of errors and omis- 
sions and no opportunities for correctuig fir adding to them have been given. 
Large numbers of our countrymen arc still ia prison and many others who 
have been released are disqualified from standing for election. Obstructions 
in the way of holding public meetup atM continue in many places. Yet, with 
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all these and other handicaps and drawbacls, the Congress has decided to con- 
test the elections on the issue of independence and 'Quit India’. In tiiis elec- 
tion petty issues do not count, nor do individuals, nor sectarian cries — only 
one thing counts: the freedom and independence of our motherland, from which 
all other freedoms will flow to our people. 

So the Congress appeals to the voters for the Central Assembly all over 
the country to support the Congress candidates in every svay at the forth- 
coming elections, and to stand b>' the Congress at this critical juncture, svhich 
is so pregnant with future possibilities, hbiny a time the people of India 
has-e tahea the pledge of independence; that pledge has yet to be redeemed, 
and the wcll-bclos'ed cause for whidi it stands and which has summoned us 
so often, still beckons to us. But the time is coming svhen ss'c shall redeem it 
in full, not by the election but by svhat comes after it. Mcansvhilc, this elec- 
tion is a small test for us, a preparation for the greater things to come. Let 
all those svho care and long for freedom and the independence of India meet 
this test sdth strength and confidence, and marcli together to the free 
India of our dreams. 

10 October 1945 
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Allahabad 
10 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbbai, 

I have sent you today a draft manifesto. I think a sentence 
might be added to this: on page 1, 3rd paragraph — after ‘frame- 
work’ have a comma and add; ‘and for this purpose such terri- 
torial areas or provinces should be constituted, as far as possible, 
on a linguistic and cultural basis,’ 

This meets the demand for linguistic provinces like Andhra, 
Kamatak, etc. without going into details. 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 


Yours, 

Jawaharlal 



Poona 
12 October 1945 


My dear Jau’aharlal, 

I have received your letters of the 9th and 10th inst. 

I had seen in the papers the invitation of Dr. Soekamo, the 
President of the provisional Indonesian Republic, and your reply 
to it. Your response was certainly very good and if you get 
facilities it would indeed be very desirable that you should go 
there leaving all your important cngagemejits here. It would 
do a lot of good to the many millions of our countrymen spread 
over in various parts of East Asia, apart from the good that it 
would do to the general cause of freedom of all Asian races. But 
I have no hopes of your getting cither the passport or the travelling 
facilities. I am glad you have applied for them. 

I see that you propose to go to Calcutta and Midnapore to* 
wards the end of this month. Bapu will not be there so soon, 
but so far as I am concerned I am not in a lit state yet to travel 
so far. I am anxious to leave this place as soon as possible to get 
on tvith the work that has been entrusted to me by the Election 
Board. Of course I am doing as much as is possible from here 
but the real work can be done from Bombay only. 

Rajcn Babu* had written to me also about his meeting tvith 
Syama Prasad [Mookcijee]*. I had also witten to him that tlic 
Congress cannot think of any settlement rvith the Hindu Alaha- 
sabha.’ Besides, there is absolutely no need as the Congress will 
easily secure all the seats in the Central Assembly so far as non* 
Muslim constituencies arc concerned, except perhaps Dr. Syama 
Prasad’s own seat, which by courtesy the Bengal Congress 

1 Dr. Rajendra Prasad; Congress leader from Khar, close associate of Gandhi; 
lawyer of Patna H^h Court when be joiiKd Gandhi^ satyagraha against British indigo 
planters in Champaran district, Bihar, 1917; twice President of rndian Pv’atjonal 
Congress; Minister for Food and Agrsciilture, Interim Covemtnent, and in first 
Nefim Goverament aJter /nrfepenefenee; Giaumm, /mian Omsitcacne itcrenri^V 
first President of Indian Republic, 1930-^ 

7 Educalionit-politician ; ViceK3iancelI« Calcutta Univenity, 1934-33: 
Rnance Minister, Bengal, 191 M2: member, C.\, and Minuter in first Kehru Cabinet; 
ftesidenf, Hindu Mahasabha, and later founder of Jan Sangh 

S Communal organisation whose membership was confined to Hindus 

a 
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Committee may think it proper to allow without contest. Tliere 
is no other place where we can allow any one else to get in. 
The other suggestions made by Syama Prasad to Rajen Babu 
are ■wholly irrelevant and premature. I have •■\vritten to him 
strongly about it. 

I thank you very much for the draft manifesto which you 
have sent to me and for the trouble you have taken to find time 
for it in the midst of your engagements. I will go through it 
and show it to Bapu before writing to you further about it. 

I understand that you are going to Jaipur during the co'urse 
of the third week of this month, l^fr. Haribhau Upadhyaya' 
rvrites to me that it would be helpful to him in Ajmer, where 
we have to put one candidate for the Central Assembly against 
a rich Marwari^ who is a sitting member, if you can find a few 
hours to go there. He has, I understand, written to you also. 
In case you are not able to go I suggest that you request Mrs. 
[Sarojinip Naidu to go there for a day. Ajmer has come round 
and fallen in line ■with the country in the last struggle and it is 
possible that udth a little encouragement from us it may also come 
up rvith the rest of the provinces in future. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Poona 
15 October 194-5 

My dear Jaivaharlal, 

1 have received your letter of the 10th instant suggesting a 
small addition in the draft maiufesto which you have been good 
enough to send and tve have incorporated it in the proper place. 

^ 1 Congress svorker of Ajmer and writer of Hindi prese; became Chief \Gnister 
of Ajmer and later Minister in Rajasthan Cabinet after Independence 

2 Native of Manvar in Rajpatana; often setded in other parts of India and 
foUotved business of banter, broter or merchant 

2 Poel-politidan; most prominent woman member of Congress party; for years 
jts office-bearer, becoming its President in 1925; last office held governorship of UP 
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I have also received your programme along with your letter. 
Many tlianks. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Ja^vaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Allahabad 
16 October 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, fmm 

Thank yon for your letter of the 12th. I returned f™” 

my visit to Eallia etc. very tired. On the IBth 1 am 0 g 

I shall be visiting Ajmer from Jaipur. 

PrafuUa Baku' has teie^phed to me^to pos^p 
to Calcutta. So this is not ‘ He urants me 

especially to Midnapore, if Prafutla a u g ^ 
to go on a longer visit later. But no one kno^vs 

happen later. . intense and 

The Indonesian struggle is prominence. It 

critical and I feel that we ought to giv ^ 
would be a good thing if there ""^J“' pX ;nd seamen to 
dramatic thing would ‘'“VrAusSaSns did. 

refuse to load war material for Java, Yours, 

Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


Poona 
1 October 1945 

My dear Shantilal, . t>„_Knv. I have 

You must have opened tlie appointment as 

already announced in the Press about your PP 

office secretary. Chi.r MW.» -f "-f 

1 Dr. Frafulla Chanelra Ghosh; jotned 1967-C3; * ConstnifU'C 

Bonsai aficr indepen 1»«; member. SU.c A*scmWr. 

\YOrkcr of Candhian rrttgramme „ ^ orened in Bombay to purTuanee 

2 The office of the Central Hecuoo ^ ,^5^ election 

of the decision of the Congress WorUng Onmmittee «>e 
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I forgot to tell you that Sjt. J. B. Knpalaai, the General 
Secretary, is also to be treated as one of the members of the 
Election Board and therefore aU the circulars that may be issued 
from the ofhce have to be forwarded to him also. That office 
has to be kept informed of the activities of our committee from 
time to time. 

You must have already circulated copies of the pledge to 
be signed by the candidates in all the provinces. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shanthal Shah 

Office of the Congress Central 

Election Committee 

Congress House 

Bombay 
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Congress House 
Girgaum 
Bombay 4 
1 October 1945 

Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I saw Mr. [S. K.] Patil* at Congress House this morning 
and he is making the necessary arrangement for setting up the 
Bombay office. It ’ivih be located on the top floor of Congress 
House. 

I enclose heremth copies of my letter to Maulana [Abul 
Kalam Azad] Sahib^ and of the circulars sent out today. 

Yoius respectfully, 
Shantilal H. Shah 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


1 General Secretary of Bombay PCC for 17 years till 1946, when he became 

its President; member, Bombay Assembly, 1937-46; member, CA, 1947-43; MP. 
1952-67; Central Mimitcr, 1957-63 and ^ain 1964-67; member of AICC, 1933- 
Trca5urcr, 1960-64 ’ 

2 Leading Muslim divine; staunch nationalbt from Khilalat days; Congrec 
President, 1939-46; member, CA; Education Mimster in Nehru Cabinet 



ENCLOSURE 

THE INDLVN NATJO.'JAL CONGRESS 
THE CENTRAL ELECTION BOARD 

Congress House 
Girgaum 

Bombay 
1 October 1945 


Respected Mautana Sahib, 

I quote below a resolution passed by the Ceniral Election Boar at US 
meeting held on 19 September last: 

“That a communication be addressed to Government urging 
procedure adopted in Bombay for the preparation o t e 
roll* be adopted uniformly in all the provinces for the Cen 
as the provincial elections forthwith.” 

I have to request you that a communication in pursu^ce of the sai 
resolution may be addressed to the Government, if not already sen • 

Yours respeclfull), 
Shantilal Shah 
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Poona 
3 October 1945 


My dear Shantilal, j i nm 

I have received your letter of the 1st i am 

glad that you have opened the office and s ar 
sending yo'u copies of some further JJ^lLrely. 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Shantilal Shah 
Congress House 
Bombay 


15 
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Bombay 
2 October 1945 


Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 1st instant yesterday. 

I have written today to Shri Kripalani, sending him copies of 
the minutes of tlic two meetings of the Board, also all the circulars 
issued up to now and of the pledge. 

I will keep him informed of the activities of the committee. 

The pledge has already been sent to all the provinces. 

I have read the announcement about my appointment. I 
am going to Congress House daily. 

The office has not yet been set up, but it will be done before 
Monday next. 

I have engaged a clerk and I am purchasing the necessary 
stationeiy'. The furniture will be purchased or taken on hire as 
Mr. Patil advises. 

I have today sectured two copies of the “Rules and Regula- 
tions of the Legislative Assembly and Council of State,” one 
from Mr. B. J. Desai', and another from Mr. K. M. Munshi^. 

I have rvritten to the Manager of Publications for copies 
but I am informed tliat tlie same have not yet been received by 
the BPCC^ who asked for them long ago. 

I am sending separately, by registered book-post, one copy 
of the “Rules and Regulations of the Legislati\'e Assembly and 
Council of State” and I am detaining another copy for my use. 


^Bhulabiiai J. Desai; leader of Congress party in Central Assembly; previously 
President, BPCC; Advocate-General (Bombay); for Dcsai-Liaquat Pact, a 

compromise formula vrith Muslim League, and also for defence of three ofiicers in 
INA trial by military court 

2 Started political career as joint editor of Young India, 1915; elected member 
of Bombay Legislative Assembly, 1927; AICG member, 1930-36; Home Minister 
(Bombay), 1937-39; member, CA, 1946-50; in between Agent-General, Government 
of India in Hyderabad, 1943; Central Food Minister; Governor of UP; Founder 
of Bharati>’a Vidya Bhavan, Bombay 

3 Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee 
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I am enclosing licrcwilh copy of one more ' j (q 

ending .od.y: and the letter «hich I have addressed 

Yours sincerely. 
Shanlilal H. Shah 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Poona 
5 October 1945 

My dear Shanlilal, , . nUn the 

I have received your letter of dre 2nd instant and 
Gujarati letter of the 3rd. from the 

Yesterday I wrote to [S. K.] ^“**1 ‘^lous communities 
'oters’ list the number of votes ot _ asked him 

roughly and to inform me as soon as poss> • choice of 

to inform you about it also. We canno ^ ascertain 

candidates wthout knowing these ngur«. is on the 

whether Sjl. Purushottamdas Tricutnjce I 
Central Assembly list. , ^ f^r a day or a 

It you are othenvise free you may eome here 
few hours with the lists available. of the Legislative 

The book “Revised Rules 
Assembly and the Council of 

received. Yours sincere y, 

vr.llabhbhai Pa>e> 


Shri Shanlilal Shah 
Bombay 


, 914 - 
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Bombay 
8 October 1945 


Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I have today sent to Shri Dahyabhai’ a copy of the electoral 
rolls for the Central /Vssembly for Bombay city. I have also sent 
him Uvo pads for your use. 

I have not been able to ^s■ork up the number of voters of the 
various communities on the Bombay rolls. 

The suggestions for the candidates for the Central Assembly 
from the various provinces will begin to come in within a few days. 

Under the resolution of the Election Board* dated the 25th 
ultimo, in the case of reports containing the name of one candidate 
only for a constituency and where there is no contest among 
Congressmen, you have the authority to approve the proposal. 

In such a ease I propose to forvs’ard to you the application, the 
pledge form and tlic report and a letter to be signed and sent by 
you in accompansang form. 

In other eases the names are to be circulated with your 
recommendation among the members of the Board for their re- 
marks. In such cases I wll send you 7 copies of the applications, 
the pledges and reports together with letters in the accompanying 
form to be signed by you and sent to the members of the Board 
for their remarks. 

I have spoken to Shri Mangaldas Pakeasa^ that he may 
again see Itlr. Motilal Setalvad’ if he thinks proper. 

I may state that the High Court rslll be closed for the vaca- 
tion from 13 to 28 October and I will be able to come to Poona 
even on the week days if nec^sary. 

1 Son of Sardar Patel; member of Congress, 1924-56; member, Bombay PCC, 
1946-56; first elected to Rajya Sabha, 1958; re-elected, 1964; nose Ssratantra Party 
leader in Itajya Sabba; business man bs' profession 

2 Small ad hoc body of Congress to supeisnse elections of party candidates and 
deal tvith relevant issues 

® President, Bombay Legislative CouncB from July 1937 to August 1947; 
Governor of MP and actii^ Governor of Bombay, 1954-55 

4 Lawyer; India’s delegate at several intemafional conferences; former 
Attorney-General of India; Chairman, Law Commission. 1955 
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I enclose herewith copies of the two circulars which are 
being sent out today. 

Yours respectfully, 
Shantilal 
PS. 

Please return to me the forms of the two types of letters 
duly approved by you. 

On Friday last, the 3th instant, I sent out reminders to 
all provincial Congress committees, except the North West Frontier 
ProWnce and Bengal, ft>r sending their proposals for candidates 
a fortnight before the date for nomination, 

1 have not written to the NWF Province and Bengal yet 
as the dates of nomination for them are 10 November and 3 
November respectively. 

Sliantila! H. Shah 
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Poona 
11 October 1945 

My dear Shantilal, 

I have received your letter of yesterday. 

The Kerala report has already been circulated by me 
amongst the members of the committee as I had also received a 
report from the secretary of the KPCC direct. I have written to 
him about the pledges. 

Today’s papers announce that the High Court has passed 
orders in favour of Shri Purushottamdas Tricumdas. I am glad 
that he has been released. 

I am told that there is a special constituency known as the 
Gujarat and Deccan Sardars and Inamdars constituency for the 
Central Assembly and the Returning Officer for that consti- 
tuency is the Commissioner of Central Division. Will you ascer- 
tain from the secretary whether there is any such constituency 
and whether the representation is by turn or whether it is one 
combined constituency? If it is by turn, which part of the 
province has got a right to send a representative this time? If 
you find that there is any such constituency, please secure the 
voters’ list from the secretary and send it to me immediately, if 


1 Kerala Pradesh Congress Cmmuttee 
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possible witli Mr. Patil who is coming tomorrow, or otherwise 
rvith somebody else. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhblmi Patel 

Shri Shantilal H. Shah 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
11 October 1945 

Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I enclose herewith copies of today’s correspondence, received 
and sent out. 

I have today handed over to Shri Dahyabhai the latest edition 
of the Legislative Assembly Electoral Rules and Regulations, 
which contains the electoral regulations of ail the provinces. The 
book which I sent you a few days ago contained the electoral 
regulations relating to Bombay only. 

I have also sent to Shri Dahyabhai “Council of State Electoral 
Rules and Regulations,” and the correction slips. 

Both these ■were received today from Delhi. 

I have ordered out one more copy of each of these for being 
kept in the Bombay office. 

I enclose herewith a form in which I propose to maintain 
the record about the Central as -well as the prorincial elections. 
If you approve of the form, I shall get the necessary copies made. 
If the form is to be filled up for all the seats of the Central as 
well as the Provincial Assembly, about 2,000 forms will have to 
be printed. 

Yours respectfully, 
Shantilal H. Shah 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 

My dear Sbantilal, 

I have received your letters of the 11th and 13th along with 
the enclosures. I have also received the pledge form signed by 
Mr. Asaf AH' in respect of his candidature and also the recom- 
mendation of the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee. 

About the constituency of the Deccan Sardars- and Inaradars,* 
I have got the list of voters. A large number of \oters arc from 
Maharashtra. Enquiries arc being made by the Maharashtra 
Congress Committee as to the possibility of setting up a candidate 
from that constituency, but I do not think there is any chance, 
that constituency being of voters svho are all reactionary and 
consen’atts c. 

^'ours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal Shah 

Bombay 

PS. 

I ha% c kept a meeting of the Central Election Board on the 
21st and you may come here on that day. W't shall then settle 
tiic draft form >vhicii you have sent to me. 


1 Prominent Congressman of Delhi: Deputy leader. Congress party tn Central 
Legislature, I5f5; Minister of Transport in fntenm Government; Ambassador to 
US and Gosemor of Orissa 

2 Landed arutocracy of Deccan legioa in Central India 

3 Reupient of grant of land fv loyal service 
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telegram 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 


Poona 
15 October 1945 


central election- EO.ARD J'EETrvr T.TTor- 

'•••ill SEN-D you FIN-AL REPORT. ^-VDAY T;'.-EN-TT-FIP.ST. 


VALLAEHBHAI 


21 

telegram 


(1) Dr. Pattabhi Sitarama\-T,-a 
Alasulipatam 

(2) Pandit Go-.-ind Baliabb Pant 
Aainital 

(3) Asaf Ali 
Kuchachalan 
Darj-aganj 
DelM 


Poona 
15 October 1945 


(4) Dr. Rajendraprasad 
Patna 

(5) Kripalani 
Allahabad 


Antral ELEc^o^ 
EOR EDLal 
essen-tlal. 


EO.^JJ JEEHN-g HEP.E Etn,-DAY- to — 

CAN-DIDATES. PLEA'TF - - — 'TYrlRij 

PE-.SE ATTEND. VOTR ADVICE 


VALLAEHBHAI 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 


My dear Maulana Salub, mem- 

The dates for the nommaimn of the propo- 

ben are drawing near but * ^^iijch I have cir- 

sals from the provinces except f \.„Jmittcc. But no reply 
ciliated amongst the ® j* ,h'c procedure of 

has yet been received from them. • ^^.[\\ be 

circulation Is cumbrous ";,„gncy and there will be 

more candidates than one for nrocedtire of circulation 

disputes. If I have to depend upon ,,ould not 

and wait for tbc replies from *"5*”.**^ in* time nor is it possible 
be iwssiblc to dispose of the app attend in tuch a short 

to call a meeting where all ^ fixed in the last week 

time. Almost all the nomination d meeting, 

of this month. Tlicre is but to gbe 

Under the circumstances I wdl have 

a decision according to my ow-n I'S committee. I have how- 
received in lime from the and if some members will 

ever kept a meeting here on the 2lst and 

come, it will be helpful. ^ I 

There is no change m "‘C J’ for the work 

propose to go to Bombay on the d I hope 

which you and the comm tlce 

to finish it largely during the cou * Assembly proposals 

I have heard nothing about t ic cn ^ contest- 

from Bengal dim I do not know what has 

the matter and to send me t ic proposa j received 

There h some ioJigrers Commiltee. I 

a complaint from the As ^ j j ,],e matter. I have not 

advised them to obtain your 

yet received the proposals fro p.iendra Prasad suggesting 

I had received a letter from D . ^ Mooker- 

some sort of a settlement I have opposed 

jce. He must have written to you 
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the proposals very strongly and v/riitcn to Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
that the Congress cannot afford to enter into any settiement with 
the Hindu Mahasabha, wiiich has no chance of winning any 
scat an%nvhere in the whole country. It would compromi.-c our 
position without any compensating advantage. I do not knov.- 
tvhat advice you have given to him. 

Both of us arc anxious about your health. Please keep us in- 
formed about the state of your health and your activities and also 
take care of yourself. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana .\bul Kalam .-Vzad 
Calcutta 
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Calcutta 
21 October 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Thanks for your letter of 15 October. I have already sent a 
registered letter to you, vrhich might have reached by noiv. 

1. I could not go to Peshavrar owing to indisposition, but 
Ehanju Ram Gandhi* and .Abdul Qa>-yum-, sccretaiy, PCC, had 
come to Lahore and had a detailed tall: with me. But the 
condition of the PsAV] Frontier is unsatisfactory, and the Leaguers 
are putting in their full weight there. The\' are badly in need 
of mone\f also. The;.' should be helped immediately. 

2. The Punjab and Bengal hold the ke%' position in the present 
election. The result of the election v.oll have far-reaching effects in 
future. The arrangement of the Punjab has been made to a 
certain extent and a board has been formed for the Muslim seats 
in Bengal. Both places need funds, specially Bengal, which will 
need the' greatest amount. 

I wanted to begin the election fund on my arrival here, but 
had to postpone it ovdng to Puja holidays. However, it trill be 
begun in the first week of November, but the work should not 
stop on this account. A cheque of Rs. 20,000 was presented to me 

1 NIL-V pcv.TP) 1935; Czb'r.zt zs Pni 2 .-ci NKrister, S^utraber 

1937; rensned fcj 1939; re-elected to Asetably, 1946 

2 Nadenaiiit lea-der o; XWFP: for tonte tiae Secrets-:.- cf PCC aetd 

later detected to Nlttdic; Lea^tie 



25 


CONGRESS AND ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

in Laliorc. Tlimigli it was gis-cn to me. it svas meant to be spent 
for the Punjab election. I svanted to send it to you, but now 1 
have kept it back so that it might be utilised for urgent work 
here, if no other arrangement is made. Otlier arrangements would 
be possible in November only. 

I hope Benpal will collect a good amount for election, but it 
will not be sufiicicnt for the actual demands, and it would be 
necessary to get help from Bombay. The election campaign has to 
be carried on during this election in the Muslim majority provinces. 
We should spend the largest amount chiclly m these 

3. Mania Baklish, Maiilana Mohammad Sadiq and [R. -I 
Sidhwa have written to me about Sind. A Muslim Natio . 
Board has been formed there, and the conditions are hopeful, but 
it is necessary that they should also get monetary h'lP- 

4. Rafi [Ahracd] Kidwai' is doing the work in the UP, w o 
will write to you about his requirements m this connection. 

not know what has been done in Bihar by Rajendra Babu but a 
fairly strong Nationalist Board has been formed there. It would 
achieve a good amount of success if it is duly ic pe • 

5. Abdur Rahman is working for Kerala, I 

the CP as yet. Ml my attention is centered on Muslim majon y 

Binehingly. I have taken full stock of evej place 
chance i’; the Hindu SaUia m any province. 

A. K. Azad 


Poona 
16 October 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, directions 

The AICC by its to 'be placed before the next 

for preparing an election 

movement; member and avhip of 
IJoined Congress member. CWC, 1956; Minister m UP. 

Swaraj party in Ce""*' _d later Central Minister for Communication and 
1936-39 and 194$. member of C.\ *" 
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meeting of the AlCC. But tlicrc is no possibility of the AICC meeting 
being held in the near future. I had therefore asked Jawaharlal 
to draft a manifesto for the Centra! Assembly elections. He has 
been good enough to prepare and has sent it to me. It has been 

corrected by Bapu and I have seen it also. I ant hcrctsith 

enclosing a copy of it fSce enclosure tvith No. 6] for sour 

approval which may please be communicated to me by wire. 

As soon as your reply is received I will get it printed and circulate 
it amongst tlic various provinces. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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TF.LEGR:\M 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Congress 

Bombay 

P.ECErVED ELECTION lIAIvTFESTO TOD,\Y. 


Calcutta 
26 October 1945 


agree, please publish. 

abclkalasiazad 
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Calcutta 
16 October 1945 

5.1y dear Vallabhbhai, 

I received your letter addressed to the Delhi address when I 
reached Lahore, but ovring to pressure of work and indisposition 
I could not get time to look into the correspondence. The delay- 
in reply- could not be helped, which I hope y ou would not mind. 

The day on which we had to meet in Bombay, I got 
ill, and diarrhoea began all of a sudden. Dr. Gilder' and Dr. 
Mehta had examined me. Kext day I went to Delhi, but the ail- 
ment continued and is still persisting. The treatment is going on. 

1 Pcc-OTal pbvnriaa cf Gandhi, Patnl and other Congres leaders; lalcr Health 
in Bombay 
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Considering the present condition, die reorientation of the 
Congress committee in Lahore is quite satisfactory, an 
hoped that work will go on smoothly till the formation of the 
new committees. , 

I have sent a letter to Bapu in Hindustani, and have asked 
him to read out its contents to you also. I hope you lave i 
it, and would have formed an opinion in this respect. 

So far as the candidates of the Central Assembly are 

concerned, the candidature of Mr. Brijlal Nehru mig i 
dered for the Lahore constituency. He is prepared to g 
from Kashmir service. in, 

Raizada Hansraj* was the member 
he docs not want to stand now. Kishon Lai Sethi wan 

from that comtitiicncy. We have, hoivcver, to wai o 
mendation of the runjab Provincial Committee. 

So for as .hr Muslim scats arc “accrued .he .ucces^of .he 
Ahrars* and the Unionisls' seems to Ahrars’^ are, 

two or three seats on the Congress ticket also, 
however, in great need of help. 

A- K. Azad 


Sardar Vallabhbliai Patel 
Poona 


Poona 
23 October 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib, ■ , _„h I see that 

I have received your letter of the 16th mst. and 
you are still in very poor health. ^ 


Bapu had your Hindustani 
as also his letter to you. 

1 Former Audisor-Genet*I of Punjab and « 

of B K. Nehni, Assam Governor 

J Arya Samaj leader and senior Congress^j 
3 Forest contractor of Kashmir; host 

« Members of militant Muslim 

1928 . 

S Members of Unionist Party of Punjab 


„ of Jawabarlal Nehru; father 


of Punjab 

of Gandhi and Nehru on tl 
. ^;ou„ca after independence 

Pdidot •I!™*””' 
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vronL^T witlKlrawn his 

his nrnn jKihmdur and 

ConPrSrp recommended by the Punjab Provincial 

oftht pn^Tl''‘“‘''' '"lammously. I have sent all the proposals 
was vcr \' \ 't ^ 1 °^ I they were not quite complete and time 

here and h”*^' Maulana Daud Ghaznavi to come 

the memh 'V't ^ ‘^O'^^rilted all 

and ShH qi -A'’* ^ consulted Dr. Pattabhi 

PuniarLjr, m. "A The 

preSnt onr ^_^ fsposcd of tomorrow after consulting the 
had a s"; Provmcal [Congress Committee]. Diwan ChamLlal 

havetl^eaT Lr. " decisions 

nave already been taken by the committee. 

propLak ff r?;° Bombay tomorrow and I had to dispose of the 
? Ture from ‘Bis place a.^ there was 

naSs hJralread "‘'"'‘y Forty-three nomi- 

Bengal and Punial/a •'mrl announced except from 

beef dispLd i Vr 1 °‘bA-s have 

Madras but I had r'^ll number of eomplainls were from 

and the eercta fes of 1 f r*"""! f ^ad PCC 

seats. The remaining f ^ ““animously disposed of ten 

information whieh thevf-’f tlisposcd of on receiving further 
n wlneh they w.ll wire to me after ncccssarv enquiries. 

of thTfitefStlf" ^^Bosh] may dispose 

of the action taken by you’"^ leaders and inform me 

contested by Sardar Kaooor f ° "'Bmh one will be 

candidate and we will f n °i"^ behalf. He is a strong 

Sardul Singh Caveeshar was "'B'^B Sardar 

Sardar Sampuran Sineh on hpl if contested by 

to lose. The other ^Balis^ and we are sure 

Sardar Sardul Singh but even" thefth than 

It is now proposed that Sar t q Probably succeed, 

applied ,„"d h a 1 1 “‘W.nt.y 

onger candidate and is sure to win should 

1920; member, ATCC anf VorkSf fo'’A^i«cror movement !n 

d rf Srs- c'™"' 

”“‘”; °'‘*P”M-<eediiSo„p„,y'„rs!’L “ °°™'* *'"«'> (*e HOB); „„ 

. .»be. or 
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be set up for this constituency. This question svill be decided 
tomorrow after consulting Maulana Ghaznavi. 

Re. the llirce Hindu scats. About the one from Ambala Divi- 
sion in which Babu Thakurdas Bhargava and Lala Shamlal are 
rival candidates, we will select B.ahu Thakurdas who is strongly 
recommended by Mr. Asaf All .and with which recommendation 
the Board has agreed. The other scat will be contested by 
Hansraj. The third is a difficult one and Maulana GhaznaM had 
wired to me to persuade Diwan Chamanlal to Stan . n 
he declines I should keep the question open. Both Cliaman al and 
Maulana Ghazn-avi will be consulted tomorrow and I will com- 
municate the decision to you. After this consultation they vii l 
have to go back straight to Lahore tomorrow because the nomi- 
nation date is very near. 

This will dispose of all the Central Assembly selections, ex- 
cent Bengal, , , 

I am going to Bombay for a week tomorrow afternoon 
will write to you after my return from Bombay. 

^ Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 


Calcutta 
19 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, in 

The following matters arc to be taken into consi 
connection with the Central Assembly e ec ion. 

1. Mr. Mania Bakhsh has sent a ffie candi- 

Which he wants to draw die attention of application 

dature of Sri Krishna Lulla, who has air y knoivn with 

to the local election board. It bTtbe local 

what remarks his application would ^ copy of 

board to the Central Board. Mania Ba What I 

Lulla’s application to me, ' “Sat'Mlula Bakhsh is very 

have to say to you in this respect is 

keen on this gentleman’s ”»j”“‘'“°”;iist Muslims of Sind would 
right hand of his brother, and NaUonahs adopted as a 

get ample support from him. He insuls on his being a p 
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Congress candidate. If there be nothing against this man, we 
should not turn down the request of Maula Bakhsh, as we depend 
wholly on Maula Bakhsh in Sind, and tve have to deal rv'ith him 
during the election and after it. 

2. Sham Lai is the sitting member from Karnal-Ambala, but 
another man wants to contest tliis scat. I have directed him to 
put his ease before the Punjab Board first. I do not know who 
has been recommended from the Punjab now. The man who 
wants to contest the scat of Siram Lai is said to have thrice op- 
posed the Congress candidates and has never taken part in the 
Congress movement. 

3. I had called here the representatives of Assam and Surma 
Valley. Now all their differences have come to an end, and it has 
been agreed upon that the work will be done by a single joint 
board. The nominations of Surma Valley will, however, be 
made by the Bengal Board, because it is under Bengal’s jurisdic- 
tion. 

4. The iVssam and Surma Valley board is demanding funds for 
the Muslim seats. It is nccessars' that our arrangements be com- 
pleted in this respect as soon as possible. 

5. A suitable arrangement [for] Muslim scats has already been 
made in the Punjab. I am doing the same for Bengal also, but as 
no arrangement has yet been possible for the election fund, all 
the work is at a standstill and ver\' valuable time is being lost. 
Please let me knotv without delay what you have done in this 
respect. I have not been able to do anything here, as the people 
have either gone out for the Puja, or they are busy in its celebra- 
tion. 

6. Dr. [P. C.] Ghosh and Kiran Sankar Roy were carrying on 
conversation with }vlr. Sarat Chandra Bose about the election 
board ■svhile I was not here. I also continued it. Now a small 
board comprising Sarat Chandra Bose, Dr. Ghosh and .Ashrafuddin 
Chowdhry has been formed. A bigger board tvill be necessary 
for the pro\dnciaI elections. 

I have not yet recouped my health. It is rest which I need 
most, but I am not getting it an)-where. Kindly let me knotv 
the present state of your health. I hope you ts-ould recover 
complete health through the treatment at Poona. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 



Calcutta 
23 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, . r 

Tlianks for your last letter. I agrre svilli the list o 
dates svliich you have sent to me. Only a on • ■ 

mut.h. ssho is standing from the Bontbay city. / 
an inquiry. Is he the same DeslimiiUi who svas ® 

ber, and >sbo had issued malicious st.atcmcnts .. often. 

Gandhi? Moreover he has heen brealing party di eiphne so olW 
If he is the same man, 1 think it .'f Se«. ^damage Cong.- 
prestige to give him the Congress ticket. the 

affirmed that only those pe^iis '%»ll [i. ‘ ,aKcn 

elections this time on behalf of the P nmved their «orth 
part in the Congress movement ^ to keep 

at the time of test, I do not knosv ho 
up to our standard if wc approsc such a , ’ 
svhat sacrifices he has made for the cause o Hosv* 

I. is quite possible that ^ “-"CMhisCaUer. 
ever, please let me know telegraphically 

I am receiving telegrams from the Thalcurdas, 

Sham Lai, the sitting member, is being Pimiab board 

The Central Board will have to intcrscn family 

has made such a recommendation. la ,..^uld be unjust to 
have ahva>-s suffered for the ,^^5 al.vays opposed 

remove such a tried man. 1 haku imprisonment. 

Congress candidates, and alwap kep 5jjch a man 

There could be no reason to give p Gopichand 

over Sham Lai. Thakurdas is the ro Gopichand that 

[Bhargaval.* It should be brought home o brother’s 

it is not proper for him for his own sa 


.. IscpslaUkt Assembly 

1 Congress worker of Panjab since 191^ ^ .,b^ 1M7-51 
a 1937 and again in 1W6; Prime SlmBler of Punjab. 
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name adopted by the Congress. People liavc begun to sav that 
he IS using his influence unduly for his brother. 


Yours sincerely, 
A. K. .>\zad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


PS. 

In the first instance, the Board was formed in Calcutta ver\- 
late and the other difficulty is that Sarat Babu is in Shillong, from 
svhere he wll come here on the 28th or 29th. The result is that 
no names have yet been finally settled. It is hoped that it vdll be 

fhem T ^ "o time will be left to send 

hem to Poona, I shall accept them on behalf of the Central 


-Azad 
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Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 


Calcutta 
25 October 1945 


^^ppeal AG.Aixsr 
PECOXSIDER. he is qUITE FIT FOR WORK. 


ABULKALAIIAZAD 
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Dear Maulana Sahib, 

telegram about ifr.V of ii^tant today. Your 
and I have replied as underf received late last night 

‘cotwttee HIJECTED b. D«S 

vmosB XAilE -ra,..-,,, ' KEASOTS. c.ali.bi> tor scbstitcte 

KOV.- s.v.-eno.v-Eo A.vn comraiacATZB. mpamaix cha.vce 
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Mr. [H. K.] Malitab* had discussed this matter with me 
while he was at Poona and he himself was opposed to his nomi- 
nation. Apart from his being phj-sically not quite fit for being 
sent to the Central Assembly, there were other reasons also. 
Subsequently, no doubt, his name was recommended as no other 
candidate probably was available within the short period of 
the notice for application. But the committee at Poona considered 
the whole question carefully and rWred to Shri Mahtab to send 
fresh proposals which ^vere eventually received and sanctioned by 
the committee. The proposal w'as communicated to Shri Mahtab 
and also to the candidate. It was therefore impossible at this stage 
to make any changes as suggested in your telegram. Mr. B. Das 
svas also informed about the decision of the committee. 


About the Frontier I am arranging for help immediately. 

In the Punjab, the Akalis arc on the warpath. They have 
started violence in public meetings. The two candidates selected 
by us arc fairly strong and the Akalis have lost their temper. 
Maulana Daud Chaznavi and Ditvan Cbamanlal had both come 
to me at Poona and we have fixed up the nominations in consul- 
tation with them. Tlicy have accompanied me to Bombay and 
both of them left yesterday for Lahore. Dr. Gopichand is here 
at my instance for securing financial assistance from here for the 
Punjab. He will be returning back after a couple of days. 

Tlic Bengal Central Assembly elections arc a little later than 
in other provinces, i have not yet received the proposals from 
there. The provj'nci.il elections will, I believe, take place in 
February or March. But no programme has yet been announced. 
Sarat Babu is still at Kurscong. I believe he has written to you 
about his talks with the Muslim groups. But unfortunately you 
are not in a fit state of health. Unless you, Prafulla Babu, Sarat 
and the Muslim leaders meet and decide as to the whole plan 
of action in Bengal we cannot sec our svay clearly. You may 
also be able to ascertain roughly what should be the amount 
required for fighting the elections in Bengal, There should be no 
difficulty in raising the money required from Bengal, but even if 
there is any difficulty we can meet with it if we have some idea 
about your requirements there. 

It is good that you have kept the cheque for Rs. 20,000 pre- 
sented to you in the Punjab for the work to be done there at present. 


IMIA fB.har and Ori»sa> in 1924; Utkal PCC, 1930 and 1937; 

w. V. . r-wn 1933-45; Chief Minister, 191640, Central Government 

MinLter 1&50-52; Governor of Bombay. 195546; Chief Minister of Onssa, 1957-60; 

member’ofCA fmm OrUsn, 194640 • 


S.G.-H-3 
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Your telegram about selecting Shri Krishna Lulla from Sind 
for the Central Assembly at the suggestion of Maula Bakhsh 
was also received very late after the decision of the committee was 
communicated to the Sind Provincial Congress Committee. I have 
wired to Jairamdas [Doulatram]' if it is possible to readjust the 
matter in the light of your recommendation. But I fear they 
would not be able to do so at this late stage. 

The Hindu Mahasabha has been creating unnecessary trouble 
by putting up candidates everywhere. In Bombay they have at 
the last moment put up two worthless candidates, the principal 
one of whom was defeated badly in a municipal by-election last 
year. But for this nominal opposition there would have been no 
contest in Bombay. But this will involve us expenditure for 
nothing. 

In Gujarat so far as the Central Assembly is concerned, our 
candidates go unopposed. So in Mahakoshal. But in Maharashtra, 
the Hindu Mahaisabha has been opposing us. Probably they will 
do so except in Gujarat and Mahakoshal. 

I have also received a letter from Rajcn Babu asking for 
financial help, and I am arranging to meet this demand 
immediately. 

Arrangements are also being made for Assam, Prabhu Dayal 
came here yesterday as I had written to him from Poona. I 
have seen his requirements and there will be no difficulty about 
that province at all. I have advised him to contest all the 
Muslim seats. They had at first decided not to contest a large 
number of Muslim seats for fear of financial difficulties. But I 
have advised them as above and they have accepted my advice. 

At present I am concentrating on my work here and later on 
when I am able to leave the clinic at Poona, I will go to some 
other places where it would be necessary for me to go for finishing 
my work. 

In Dellu also I hear from Mr. Asaf Ali that the Hindu 
Mahasabha is putting up a candidate against him. I do not know 
whether this kind of opposition is intended to coerce us to enter 
into a settlement %vith them or whether there is any other object 
behind it. 

What does the Hindu Mahasabha propose to do in Bengal 
about the Central Assembly seats? 

1 Member, AICC, 1917-41; MLC (Bombay), 1927-29; General Secretary, 
ATGG, 1931-34; Member, Congress Working Committee; member, CA, 1946; Bihar 
Governor, 1947; later Union Food Miiiister and Governor, Assam 
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I hear reports that you intend to go according to medical 
advice for rest somewhere outside Bengal. Please let me know 
what is the truth about this matter. 

Hoping you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai 
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TELEGRAM 

Calcutta 
26 October 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Congress 

Bombay 

TKAKURDAS BHAROAVa’s NOMINATION OBJECTIONABLE. MAS ALWAYS 
OPPOSED CONGRESS CANDIDATE. NEVER PARTICIPATED MOVEMENTS. 
NEVERTHELESS OOPtCKAND’S BROTHER. I CANNOT AGREE SUCK 
NOMINATION. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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MAULANA AZAD’S MESSAGE FOR SARDAR PATEL THROUGH APH 

Calcutta 
28 October 1945 

THE SITTING MEMBER FROM AMBALA-HISSAR IS A TRIED AND TRUSTED 
MAN OF THE CONGRESS. HE fllUSELF, ALONG SVTTH HIS SON AND 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, HAS CONSTANTLY BEEN GOING TO JAIL, AND HAS 
NEVER STAYED BACK IN ANY MOVEMENT. THAKURDAS HAS DONE NO 
SUCH SERVICE. HE OPPOSED CONGRESS CANDIDATES THRICE, AND 
ALWAYS KEPT HIMSELF ALOOF FROM IMPRlSOIftlENT. NOTHING CAN 
BE SAID IN HIS FAVOUR FROM THE CONGRESS POINT OF VIEW EXCEPT 
THAT HE IS THE BROTHER OF LALA OOPICHAND. PERHAPS THESE 
FACTS WERE NOT BROUGHT TO YOUR NOTICE. KINDLY REVISE THE 
SELECTION OF THAKURDAS AND ANNOUNCE THE NAME OF SHAULAL. 
SHAMLAL HAS APPEALED AGAINST TUB SELECIION. I AM AWAITING 
YOUR REPLY. 

I Associated Press ot India, dconestic newrt ajency owned by Reuter; esQverted 
into Prta TVtist of India aAer indepeadenee. 
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S.\RDAU PATEL’S MESSAGE FOR ALAULANA AZAD THROUGH API 

Bombay 
29 October 1945 

YOUR MESSAGE RECEIVED LATE LAST NIGHT. REGRET IMPOSSIBLE 
REVISE DECISION. FOUR MEMBERS OF CENTRAL BOARD OUT OF SEVEN 
VOTED FOR THAKURDAS. TWO ACQUIESCED IN THE DECISION. 
COMMITTEE CONSIDERED QUESTION THOROUGHLY. AWAITED YOUR 
REPLY TILL 22ND EVENTUALLY DECIDED AND DECISIO.V WAS ANNO- 
UNCED 24th. 

I HAVE NO AUTHORITY UPSET COMMITTEE’S DECISION NOW AS THAT 
WOULD TANTAMOUNT TO VOTE OF CENSURE AGAINST COMSIITTEE 
AND WOULD RESULT IN SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS CENTRAL BOARD AS 
WELL AS LOCAL. 

REGARDING YOUR TELEGRAM ABOUT SIND CANDIDATE JAIRAMDAS 
IVTRES — MAN RECOXLMENDED BY YOU COMES FOURTH IN ORDER OF 
MERIT OUT OF FOUR CANDIDATES AND LIKELY TO LOSE SEAT IF 
ACCEPTED. 
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Poona 
6 November 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

On my return from Bombay on the 3rd evening, I learned 
from Bapu that you propose to call a meeting of the 'Working 
Committee at Calcutta on or about 16 December. A subsequent 
letter from Prafulla Babu indicates your intention to keep it in 
the last iveek of December. As it is, the middle of December isdll 
in itself be late, but the end of December wall be too late. I 
expected that you i^-ill keep it in the first iveek of December 
when Bapu reaches there. You know we have promised a mani- 
festo to the AICC for the pro\dncial elections. The elections in 
some provinces wilT be in early January and we must be ready 
with die manifesto. It aU depends upon your health, and if you 
36 
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arc going out for a change then it would not be possible to keep 
the meeting earlier. 

About the Central Election Board, an early meeting is very 
neccssar)’. \Vt ha\-c to decide our attitude regarding the propo- 
sals for nominations for the pnn'incial elections. In Sind they 
have already made some tentative proposals and I expect they 
'vill be submitting them to us shortly. These proposals will be 
of a very controA-ersial nature and it tvould not be possible to 
dispose of them by correspondence. I, therefore, propose to cal] 
a meeting here on Friday, 16 November, and settle the ques- 
tion of policy to be adopted in the matter of these elections. As 
far as the Central Assembly vras concerned, we had decided that 
the proN-inccs should send their proposals with their report and the 
final selection was to he made by tis. In several pros’inces the 
old committees arc out of touch with the present-day atmosphere 
and iliey do not enjoy the confidence of the real workers of the 
Congress. If the selection is to be left to the provinces I am 
afraid there will be serious (rouble and it will be difticult to im- 
pose discipline. If the final selections are to be made by the 
Board, we rnust send our instructions to the provinces as soon 
as possible and we must also decide about the procedure to be 
adopted by our Board in this behalf. Regarding the Central 
Assembly elections, we had vciy little time and therefore some 
of the complaints >vere received even after the nomination date 
was over. So far as the provinces are concerned such difficulty is 
likely to arise if we delay the decision regarding the procedure to 
to be adopted in this matter. 

I knoiv that you ivould not be able to leave Calcutta or perhaps 
you will be going soon to some place for a change. Hence your 
coming to any place for the meeting is impossible. But if the 
rest of the members meet and discuss amongst themselves all the 
different points involved in the matter of selection of provincial 
nominations, it tvould be easy for the Board to make a report 
for your advice and opinion, and then ive can come to some 
final decision. We may not take any decision in the Board till 
your approval is obtained, but the informal talks svould be very 
helpful. If you suggest any other procedure I would unhesitat- 
ingly adopt it, but at present no other way occurs to me for the 
solution of this difficulty. I shall expect your reply whether the 
meeting should be called on the 16th or not by tvire so that I 
can communicate with other members of the Board in time. 

I have arranged to send a cheque of Rs. 25,000 from Bombay 
which you must have received by this timef Yesterday I received 
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PrafixUa Babu’s letter giving me an idea of your joint delibera- 
tions about the estimate which I had asked for. His letter indi- 
cates a huge sum. Indeed, for one pro\'ince alone it is staggering, 
but I shall try to do my best and see that our cause does not 
suffer on that account. 

Today Sarat Babu is coming in the afternoon and I propose 
to send this letter wth him. 

I am expecting to hear from you where and when you are 
going for a change and when you expect to return, so that m 
case of emergency I may possibly communicate %vith you through 
a messenger. 

I hope you are taking care of your health. I am leasing this 
place for Bombay on the 19th. Bapu also goes on that day. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul ELalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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Calcutta 
6 November 1945 

My dear VaUabhbhai, 

I bas e just received a cheque for Rs. 20,000 from Bombay. 
Please send me another cheque for Rs. 25,000 as soon as you 
receive this letter. I am leaving for Bindhachal tomorrow. Please 
send the cheque at the Bindhachal address. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 

11 November 1945 

My dear Alaulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the 6th inst. today and I am 
isumg instructions for sending you another amount of Rs. 25,000 
from Bombay as desired by you in your letter. Ewdently you have 
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not received the letter I s«it to j-ou tvith Sarat Babu, probably 
becatisc j^ou had left Calcutta before he reached there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindliachal 
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TELEGRAM 


Bindhachal 
12 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patei 
Poona 

YOUR LETTER CALLING BOARD’S MEETING UNNECESSARY FOR DECIDING 
PROCEDURE, \VE DECIDED AT POONA THAT CENTRAL BOARD WILL 
APPROVE PROVISQAL CANDIDATES AND CONSULT PROVINCIAL R£< 
PRESENTATIONS. INTEND CALLING WORUNO COMMITTEE AND BOARD’S 
MEETING BETWEEN TENTH AND FIFTEENTH DECEMBER. PLEASE WIRE. 

ABULRALAMAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 

12 November 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR \V1BE. CERTAIN PROVINCIAL PROPOSALS SPECSALLY SIND UNITED 
PROVINCES ASSASt BIKAR REIJUIRE IMMEDIATE SANCTION. PLEASE 
AUTItORISE OR SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE METHOD SPEEDY DISPOSAL. WZ 
WOULD PREFER WORKING COMMITTEE (meeting] EARLY DECESfBER AS 
ALREADY TELEGRAPHED. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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Bindhachal 
Mirzapore 
13 November 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have come to Bindhachal, (District Mirzapore UP), since 
8 November. I could not get your letter m Calcutta because Air. 
Sarat Chandra Bose reached there on the 9th. It tvas sen o 
here tlirough a messenger, thus there was a delay of three days 
in the transmission. I have sent to you my opimon by an ex- 
press telegram immediately on receipt of the letter. 

' You must remember that we had decided in . 

Bombay that -the names of the candidates for e 
Assemblies should also come to the j ,i._* 

cannot be left to the present committees. We had also decided that 
the provincial representatives might h* callc , i ’ 

the consultation of the Central Board before ^ the 

It, therefore, seems to be unnecessary to ca 
board to lay dotvn the procedure. The procedure 
settled, and the prorinces are also 5,^ whkh time 

thing to be done^ow is that a date be 
the recommendations of the provinces might r 

I wUh you .hu, ^ 

Board be called as soon as possible. 1 . .jj,* 

aud 15 December. It will be held in Calcutta, at Bapu tr gomg 

• -Mathra Babu had come here ’ ‘"'f 

Babu.- Please scud him a sum ofRs. 25.000 for the elect, on 

He is pressing hard for it. sincerely. 

A. K. Azad 


Sariiar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


1 Congrea Working Commitlre, chief 
ihe party Prcaident after hit electjtjn an<i «ripo*»* * 
and partly oominated 


. body of Congrea fornca ^ 
the AICC; now partly elected 
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Poona 

13 November 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib. 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. along v-dth Ae 
bills for Rs. 7.370/3/- today. I am issuing instructions for doing 
the needful in the matter. 

IVe have sent you a telegram for fixing the meeting of the 
IVorking Committee early in the first week of December. In the 
meanwhile I received fi’om you a reply to my letter which 'wzs 
sent to you through Sarat Babu. We considered the svhole matter 
again and v,-e came to the conclusion that an early meeting ss ould 
be adsdsable. .Another telegram was therefore sent to you. I am 
expecting your reply today. Jawaharlal has returned to Bombay. 

This morning I got a telegram finm Sarat Babu reading: 

“iLSUl-W ■IV.VLIUP. R-UniAN CVCDIDATE PRESIDENCi' CfH BCKDirAN AMJ 

S'ACl-ST HOmCDaiK SH-V; OO.THB.ATE BAJSH.AHI DI\inOX MOH-ASIEDAK 

CO.VSTTTtrZNCISS CE:.-rP_U. Assrusix tXTORiSCD ME AAT3 PSESTDEST BPCC OS 

TtSni TUAT THEY WOULD STAAT) OX COXCKE2S TICKET AND NO OTTHER. 

TICKET. PULfSZ AP?RO%'E .\ND SUKE SZCESiAS.Y .ANNOUNCEMENT. 

E.«t-AT EOSe” 

It would be a good thing if we can gel two members on the 
Congress ticket for the Central Assembly. So far we have got 
none. 

Yesterday I had sent you a circular letter about the propo- 
sals of the Sind ProAnncial Congress Committee for the Provin- 
cial .-kssembly. Since then I have received some complaints 
about some of the proposals which will also be drculated today. 

"iou must have seen from the Press that Mr. [Abdullah] 
Haroon,’ the League candidate, is being oppKJsed by lilr. Rashid 
Ali,- who has been expelled from the League. Haroon is a rich 
man and the contest is going to be very severe. Rashid .Ali 

^ TTicrcharA oC acid Con^resirr-an, 1920-23; parted company vdiH 

Conarm; to zdvxxstxc separatSoo of Sind from Bombay Presidency and Ixtcr lop- 
perted J-ltrdlm 

• and man letters and Jooiraalist, oiHce-bcarer of the Mosimn 

Jomoit, Karachi 

42 
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needs financial help. Mr. Vazirani' recommends 
also ^\Tittcn to me promising his support to us a 
He needs a big amount. _ . . 

Hope you arc doing well and the change is doing you goo . 
^ ^ ® Yours sincerely, 

Vflllabhbhai Patel 


Maulana Abul Kalara Asad 
Bindhachal 
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• telegram 


Bindhachal 

15 November 1945 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Poona Avn 

« S.™ V..V 

WORKING [Committee] 26th ,y .^Lp ip ^v^r«ouT 

DETRIMENTAL StY HEALTH. IT W'OULD O CONSULT BAPU 

RETURNING CALCUTTA I COULD DO FT. 

AND WIRE. abULKALAMAEAD 
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telegram 


Poona 

15 November 1945 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Bindhachal elections. 

THIS MONTH OTHER MEMBERS ^j»S^'prOORAMME FIXED 

DIFFICULT LEAVING THEIR PROVINCES. G yqur DISPOSING SIND 

FOR SEVAQRAM TILL END MONTH. SOOOES 

PROPOSALS. VALLABHBHAI 

_ in Sind; independent in 

1 Advocate of Karachi, Minister in AM* Biw 
politics 
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Poona 

15 November 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have just received your telegram suggesting our meeting 
on the 24 at Allahabad. The members of our [Parliamentary] 
Board are all engaged in the Central Assembly elections in their 
respective provinces and they are not in a position to break their 
engagements or to leave their province. I have got letters from 
both Rajen Babu and Pantji in which the former says that his 
programme is fixed till 5 December for his tour in the province 
and the latter also till the end of this month. Shankarrao [Deo] 
also has his programme fixed till the end of this month in 
Maharashtra and Nagpur. Dr. Pattabhi also is busy with his 
election campaign as the Madras city election is on 1 December. 
It is therefore not possible for them to leave their provinces. 

Bapu has fixed his programme for Sevagram where several 
meetings are kept during the last week of this month. Under 
the circumstances our meeting is out of the question in the course 
of this month. But ive must dispose of the Sind proposals which 
are urgent. I had wired to Dr. Choithram [Gidwani] to come 
to Bombay as soon as possible after the 19th with all the proposals 
including the applications rejected by them as also the complaints 
and protests. It is my intention to send all materials with a report 
to you at Bindhachal. 

Whether Dr. Choithram wll come or not I do not know. 
I have wired to him yesterday but there is no reply. I would 
therefore suggest that you may dispose of the Sind proposals 
yourself in the manner you like, so that there may be no difficulty 
if we meet a little later. 

The proposals for the Scheduled Castes from the UP have 
been approved by me in anticipation of sanction as their date of 
nomination was on the 10th. Most of these seats have been con- 
tested and others have filed their nominations. 

The -Assam Scheduled Castes’ proposals have also been 
received and they arc also such as would raise no controversy 
and the other members of the committee are hardly interested 
in it. 

44 ' 
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Tlic Bihar Scheduled Castes* proposals arc also expected to- 
morroAV. They may also be disposed of in accordance ivith the 
recommendation of the province as they are hardly such as would 
interest any other member outside the province. 

Tlie proposals for the general constituencies from other pro- 
vinces tvill probably come in the first week of December or even 
later. So, if the Sind proposals arc disposed of there would be no 
urgency for our meeting. I have therefore sent the follotving tele- 
gram to you in consultation with Bapu: 

Tins MOYTIi OTHER UEMVCRS ESOACEO ASSEU8LV ELCCTIOVS Dimcft-T 

LEAVJVO TIIEIX PROVIVCEJ. TROOLUME FIXED FOR 5EV^CR.U( 

TtLL EXO MONTH. SUCCEST NXICR DBPOSJXO SIND TROPOSAU. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

hfaulana Abul Kalam Aiad 
Bindhachal 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

StND GOVERNMENT REVISED PROGRAMME HXINO 22 DECEMBER FOR 
NOMINATIONS. CAN FIX MEETTNO LATER. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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24 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

The Punjab nominations have at last forced your bands and 
you had to advance the dale of the Working Committee meeting. 
Jt TviJ] interfere with your reguired rest. The Punjab nominations 
will probably be very controversial, but I have not yet received 
the proposals. They arc busy with the Central Assembly elections, 
and they will probably be free today. There are two consti- 
tuencies about which decision will have to be taken immediately: 
the one is about the unii-ersity and the other about commerce. 
These elections are likely to take place earlier. For the university 



46 


SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 


seat, I hear that if Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar’ is asked to stand, 
■we may get it uncontested, or even if there is a contest, there 
would be no diChculty about winning it. The present incumbent 
is Sir Manohar Lal.^ There is one complication in this affair. 
Sjt. Bhim Sen’s father-in-law has declared his candidature for 
this seat. He is a title-holder, but is prepared to give up his title 
and accept the Congress ticket, if given. How far we can trust 
such people is a question. If Sjt. Bhim Sen is asked to stand, he wall 
■withdraw. This is what I have heard but I have got no proposals 
as yet. About the other seat also, I have not received any 
proposals. If there is any proposal received here, I "will communi- 
cate to you by telegram for your adv'ice, if there is urgency'. The 
remaining proposals -v^ll be disposed of when ^ve meet at Calcutta. 

I hope your stay at Bindhachal has improved y'our health. 

The situation in Calcutta in the meanwhile has greatly 
deteriorated. There has been firing several times and unfortunately 
the students have shown great indiscipline. It compromises our 
position as a national organisation. The local leaders have not been 
able to control the crowds. This kind of indiscipline is spreading 
and we must take strong action to improve the situation in future. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbbai 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Calcutta 
19 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

THE MAN IS COMING FROM PUNJAB. PLEASE ARRANGE AS SETTLED. 

ABDLKALAMAZAD 

IJoined non-co-operation movement in 1921; Secretary, Pimjab PCC, 1921; 
MLA (Punjab) 1939-45; Fmance Minister (Punjab) 1946-49; C2uer Minister, 1952-56^ 
Governor of Orissa and Andhra Pradesh; High Commissioner in Ceylon 

2 A promment member of Unionist Party and Fmance Minister of Punjab 
bcForc partition 
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21 December 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib^ 

I received your telegram of the 19th inst. yesterday evening. 
I have already sent a cheque for Rs. 50,000, but I am afraid 
we are wasting good money for nothing and Congress reputation 
will in the end suffer badly. I am enclosing herewith a Press cutting 
from which you will see what type of candidates are being put up 
by the Ahrar party in the Punjab for whom they want our help. 
From this cutting you will see that immediately the League 
candidates’ nominations were declared invalid, the Ahrar candi- 
dates, who remained on the scene and whose nominations were 
declared valid, joined the Muslim League. It is very sad that 
such candidates are chosen to oppose the League. In any case it 
is very unwise that we should be mixed up with such a shady 
transaction. I would still request you to reconsider the whole posi- 
tion and withhold the help. May I again remind you that my 
information is that the Ahrars wilt get no place except one or two 
in the Punjab? 

I am afraid we have mishandled the whole Punjab situation. 
\Vc have to fight the Akalis as there has been no settlement as 
was expected and we will not get more than 5 or 6 scats after a 
good deal of expense which could be easily avoided. 

Please excuse me for bringing these facts to your notice, but 
I have done so as I have been considerably oppressed by a feeling 
of failure in duty at a critical juncture in one of the most impor- 
tant provinces in thrae elections. I do not wish to blame anybody 
but I do feel that if we continue to handle affairs in the same 
fashion, avc will suffer a serious defeat in spite of such huge 
expenditure and a good deal of time and energy being spent 
over it. 

I trust your health lias impiwed, 

^fy atcend'on has just been drawn to a Press report from Mag- 
pur wherein a very mischievous account has appeared about the 
election of the p.irty leader in the Central Assembly. Vou must 
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have noticed it also. It appears in the Hindustan Standard of 
the 20th inst. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai 

jMaulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 


52 

TELEGR-ASI 

30 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Poverfarm 

Bombay 

PLEASE SEXD ON'E LAKH RUPEES TO SITARAM IMMEDLATELY. 

ABULKALAilAZAD 


OO 


TELEGR.AM 


Bombay 
1 January 1946 

^Maulana Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR \STRE. ONE LAKH SENT TO [Sitanun] SEKHSERLA. PROPOSE 
CALLESG ASSEMBLA' PARTY MEETING EIGHTEENTH EIECTION BO.ARD 
MEETING SEVENTEENTH. IVIRE CONSENT. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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1 January' 1946 

ily dear Ivlaulana Sahib, 

Your telegram M*as received yesterday for sending a lakh of 
rupees to Sitaram Sekhseria, and I have immediately made arrange- 
ments by telephone accordingly. In the Press I read yesterday 
that Shamsuddin Ahmed has resigned from the Krishak Praja 
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Parly and joined the Muslim League. It is difficuJt to rely upon 
anybody. This gentleman was meeting ine at Calcutta and 
assuring me about securing a large number of seats if help was 
given. 

In the Punjab, the t \¥0 parties arc still quarrelling with in- 
creasing vigour. If Maulana Daud engages Jhs personal secretary 
for election work from one party, the other party wants him to 
keep another from their party. These quarrels have been en- 
couraged and it has a very demoralising eflect on the general 
situation. I have got a wire from Maulana^Daud today asking 
me to send Pandit Jawaharlal to the Punjab for nearly two 
weeks. I do not understand how this can be done and what 
advantage one could gain by such tours. At present Jawaharlal 
is going to Sind. His tours create a lot of enthusiasm and huge 
crowds gather together, but these demonstrations have no value 
for the purpose of election, as they influence no voters in 
(he iVfusfim constituencies. TVie Hindu voters need no en- 
couragement. 

I have sent you a telegram this morning suggesting that the 
Election Board meeting should be kept on the 17th and the As- 
sembly Party meeting should be kept on the I8th. I would have 
kept it earlier but as some members are not free till the 18th, 1 
have suggested tliat date. 

Apparently you were detained at Calcutta longer than expec- 
ted. So your stay at Bindhachal will again be interrupted by the 
Delhi meeting. It is possible tJiat we may not get proposals from 
all the provinces by that time. The Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee has already asked for more time. 

Rajaji's affair has been settled, — for the time being, and if 
both parties abide by it loyally, things may improve. 

I hope you svill improve by the change. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 


S.a-11.4 
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Bindhachal 
2 January 1946 


My dear Vallabhbbai, 

I bad received your last letter in Calcutta. Before my de- 
parture I bad sent a telegram to you to send money to Sitaram 
Seksaria. I bope you bave arranged tbe needful. 

Tbe affairs of tbe Punjab are in a muddle for tbe last several 
years. Tbe only remedy was to release tbe Congress from tbe 
contending parties and infuse fresb blood in it. But tvben I 
went and studied tbe situation on tbe spot, I felt tbat it tvas 
difficult to bring forward new men just at tbat time. Therefore, 
there was no ^vay out but to keep the old element there, and to 
let in tbe new element to a certain extent as a balancing power 
till fresb elections of the Congress are held. I think tbat there 
could be no other method for the time being, and I bold tbe same 
opinion even now. 

I bad ad\ised Dr. Gopichand and Gbaznas’i, when I was in 
Lahore, that if the Akalis left 16 or 17 seats for the Congress, 
they should not contest the remaining seats, and they could 
make a settlement tvitb them on tbat basis. I have been giving 
them the same adwce after my return from Lahore. In Calcutta 
too we directed them on tbe same lines; so much so that I told 
Ghaznavi on his departiure from Calcutta to give up a few 
(2 or 3) more seats if there coidd be a settlement on that basis. But 
the fact is tbat tbe Akalis were not prepared to make any conces- 
sion or settlement, 

K we totally ignore Congressite Sikhs, tbe result would be that 
the Congress tsill lose all hold among the Sikhs, which is impos- 
sible for us to do. 

I ftiUy appreciate your opinion about the Ahrars. No one has 
yet reached here on their behalf. 1 shall not do anything in 
respect unless I am fully satisfied tsith tbe situation. 

Notv I tvant to say a few words about the Bengal situation. I 
learnt after your departure from Calcutta that you have constituted 
a finance committee with full powers to do tvhat thet' deem fit. 
Had I knotvn that before, I would not have remained in the 
dark and would have adopted the necessary attitude. 
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I tried to devise a method of smooth working in Calcutta, 
but now I find that nothing would be achieved by this method, 
and all attempts would produce no appreciable result. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
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TELEGRAM 

Bindhachal 
2 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

ARRANOtNO ASSEMBLY PARTY MEETINO EICHTBENTII AND ELECTION 
BOARD NINETEENTH. 

ABULRALAUAZAD 
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2 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I received your letter of 2nd inst. today. 

1 am receiving compl^nts regarding the Punjab nominations 
even now but we can do nothing in the matter at this stage. You 
must also be receiving such complaints. 

Maulvi Gani has come here from Ludhiana and he wants 
financial help for the Provinoal Assembly elections. He has not 
been authorised by anybody, but he is a member of the election 
board. Last week I got letters from hlaulana Daud and Dr. 
Gopichand asking for financial help. Yesterday I got a telephone 
message from Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar and he wants me to send 
Rs. 5 lakhs. Today I have got a telegram saying that they are 
sending Seth Sudarshan' for this purpose. This is a telegram signed 

2 Ctiief tVHp, Congrea Legista&rc firtf, Punjab, IW5-5S; close associate 

of Sardar Balder Singb and Dr. Bbaigava 
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by both Sjt. Sachar and Maulana Daud. Even in their demands 
they are not united and different people make different demands. 
Their estimates differ violently. In these circumstances to render 
proper help becomes so difficult that one does not know what to 
do. However, I am trying my best to help them, - 

It seems impossible now to make any settlement with the 
Akalis, and perhaps we must wait till the results are out. 

I am surprised to read the last two paragraphs of your letter 
about the Bengal situation. I have done nothing there without 
your consultation and approval. I first wrote you a letter from 
Poona for the framing of a budget in consultation with Prafulla 
Babu, Sarat Babu and Kiron Babu. You four sat together and 
sent me the budget. After that I came to Calcutta and we formed 
the election board, after our work was over, and this was done with 
your full approval. When I left Calcutta, I gave the secretary 
of the board Rs. 50,000 and informed him of what I had given 
to you before. Nothing more was done by me and I know 
nothing of any finance committee being constituted there by 
anybody. For the first time I hear about it from you, I only told 
the board that for tire proper spending of the help that I may 
be called upon to give, I will hold them responsible. That 
was natural because of our experience in the Central Assembly 
elections. 

I do not know what method you devised for smooth working 
in Calcutta and you have never told me anything about it. 

A Muslim board was formed after I left, of which I was not 
informed. Shamsuddin, the secretary of this board, joined the 
League immediately after that. This I have learnt from the news- 
papers. Another gentleman has been appointed in his place. 

My information, according to reports from Bengal, is that we 
can expect no more than about 8 to 10 Muslim seats. The rest 
will all go to the League. In my opinion, the proper course aU 
over India would have been to contest the elections on Congress 
tickets. The independent machinery will give us no more seats in 
Bengal, but I have subordinated my opinion in these matters both 
in the Punjab and in Bengal and elsewhere to yours without 
question. Therefore, I do not kno%v why you suggest that any 
finance committee has been appointed by me or that you have 
devised any method and that nothing would be achieved by that 
method and no appreciable result •would be produced. 

I wired you for approval to fix meetings in Delhi on the 18th 
and 19th. In reply your telegram came stating that you are 
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arranging tlicse meetings on tliose dales. I hai-e not yet seen 
anything in the Press about it, nor do I kno^v svhether invitations 
liave been issued or not, 

Vours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Pate] 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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TELEGRAM 


Bindhachal 
5 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

DO YOU AGREE HOLDISC PARLIAMENTARV BOARD NINETEENTK? 
PLEASE SVtRE BINDKACHAL. 

ABULRALAMAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 


6 January 1946 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

VOUR >VTRE. AGREE JIOLDIXO MEETING NINETEENTH. HOPE YOU 
ARRANGED CALLING ASSEMBLY PARTY MEETING EIGHTEENTH. 

VALLABIIBIIAI 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received a letter from the Frontier ^vhere people 
want you for a couple of daj's in order to counteract s\hatevcr 
mischief that may ha%e been done by Mr. Jinnah’s \-isit there. 
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I do not know ■whether you will be able to respond, particularly 
because of your health. 

Yesterday I got a telegram from you suggesting the holding 
of the Congress a month later than the announced programme, 
and also the change of venue from Delhi to Bombay. I am afraid 
the postponement of the Congress for a month will. drive us into 
the heart of the hot season and would be veiy» inconvenient to 
all. Ho'wever, I have consulted the Bombay people and they are 
willing to undertake the responsibility if it is so decided, but the 
decision must be taken ■without delay. 

I have received a telegram from Asaf Ali this morning that 
the Delhi people want to stick to their decision of holding it there. 

Seth Sudarshan had come here and so had Gilani.* They 
had a frank talk in my presence. Some sort of understanding 
bets’een the Akalis and the Congress appears to be possible and 
they have drafted some tentative proposals which they rsill take 
to ilaulana Daud and the Akali Parly' there. If they all agree, 
settlement may secure us about 16 seats from the Sikh consti- 
tuencies, and perhaps improve the atmosphere. 

Sudarshan has brought a letter for a demand of money 
which is very' large. He wants Rs. 6 lakhs and that demand is now 
supported by Maulana Daud. The preraous day hlauHa Gani 
had come to me. His demand was that trvo lakhs would fully meet 
nith their requirements. On that day I had a letter from Dr. 
Gopichand. He thought that a lakh and a half ■would be sufficient. 
These confficting demands make our work difficult. For the pre- 
sent I have sent them one lakh and have asked them to sit to- 
gether and send me a joint demand agreed upon by all of 
them. If thej’^ agree, I •will try my' best to help them, but it is 
difficult to make them agree. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

hlaulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 


IE. S. Gilaai, private secrcterj- to Sardar Balder Ssegh; ako a spotesmaa 
of Chrijtians ' ' . 
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Bindhachal 

6 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

ALL PROVINCES EUPIIASISG IKABILTTV MAKING NEW COUimTEES OPTO 
APRIL, JA^VAHARLAL AND KRIPALANI FAVOUR REMO^TNC ANNUAL 
SESSION ONE MONTH FURTHER. I SOCCEST FIPTEENTH MAY BOMBAY, 
SVIRE YOUR OPINION. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 

7 January 1946 

^fauIana Abut Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

ARRANGEMENTS BOMBAY POSSIBLE IF IMMEDIATE DEQSION. MY VHW 
SUDDLE APRIL AD\nSABLE, LATER HOT SEASON FULL S^VINO. COM- 
MITTEES MUST FINISH ELECTIONS ACCORDING PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED. 

VALLABUBHAI 
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New Delhi 
29 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

REAGIILNO KARACHI 31ST. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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Bombay 
II February 1946 


^ly dear Ivlaulaua Sahib, 

I have not heard from you since you left Karachi. About 
your proposal to the League, its reaction can be seen from the 
attached cutting from the League’s mouthpiece in Calcutta. 

T am keeping the committee meeting from the 16th to consider 
proposals received from Nagpur. Andhra, Tamil Nad, Kerala and 
Orissa. It tvili take more than a vreek to dispose of these 
applications. I am afraid it uill be a very troublesome job, but 
there is no other ts-ay. I have invited the members of the com- 
mittee, but I doubt v.’hether anybody except Sjt. Shankaixao 
tvill come here. The nomination dates are coming very' near and 
I must finish them. 

Please let me know tvhat has been done in Assam. 

Haji Moula Bux is coming here tomorrow and if there is 
anything to report, I will rmte to you. 

IVhen are you going to the Punjab? The elections there rsill 
soon be over and you rsall have to be there in time. 

The food situation in the country' has been very badly 
handled by the Government, The position is getting more serious. 
The Viceroy is recommending cutting dorra of rations rvhich are 
already not enough to sustain a normal human being. He has in- 
%ited Bapu and Jinnah. Bapu is not in a position to go there, 
because of the strain on his health in Madr^. I understand the 
Viceroy’s Secretary- nill see him at Sevagram. He wants, probably, 
the public to co-operate in cutting dosra rations. Hov,- can public 
support a proposal which vrould result in star\-ing the people? 

I forgot to inform yon that while I vras at Karachi a demand 
for money came &om Calcutta and my son has already remitted 
a very large portion of the budgeted amount. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerdy, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Ivlaulana Abul Kalam Azad 
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Calcutta 
H February 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR SfESSAGE [ScC efJCIoSUrcJ A.VD TE^.E<^RA^f. ATTE.VDr.VC JtEETIVG 
IF POSSIBLE. BOARD MAY DISPOSE KOMIN'ATIOSS REifAIMlNO PROVISXES 
AFTER tvmcit r SMALL DISPOSE APPEALS IF ANY. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 


EXCLOSURE 

S.\RDAR PATEL'S .^tESSAGE FOR AfAl/I-ANA AZAD THROUGH API 

YOUR TELECRAU. TilERE CAN BE NO APPE.U. ACAIVTr CENTRAL BOARD’S 
DECniOS. BESIDES, SUCH A COURSE WOVLO ENCOURAOE INDISCIPUNB ANS ENDLESS 
SOPUTES. BEST COURSE FOR YOU IS TO PLY TO BOMBAY PROM DELHI. BAPU 
AUO SVILL BE C< BOMBAY ON TUB IEtII AM> 19Ttl. PUTQAB ELECTIOSS BEtNO 
DELAYED. YOU ARE NOT SVA.VTED THERE TILL 23TH. PLEASE REPLY. 

DR. CHOmtRAM* AND NiatALOASARE MEETINO YOU AT DEUII AND COVN’EYINO 
ALL mORMA-rtOY fVCtVDrVO MR. fC. M ] lYEO’s^ liVTERVtEiY IWTH OOn!R.\OR. 
HE ILAS VIOLATED PARLLAMENTARY CONVENnON AND ISSUED PRESS NOTE CONTADOVC 
FALSE STATEMENTS. ALSO ACTED AGAINST THE VICEROY’S PROMISE TO SN>U THAT 
GOVERNORS AVtLL DEAL FAIRLY AND NOT INTERFERE. PUBLIC HEEDNO CIST.SC 
THREATS tSIMEOlATELY AFTER FORMATION OP MINffTRY PRESIDED 0\TR BY 
LIAQUAT ENCOURAGES ATOLENII AND TROUBLE. VICEROY MAY BE DfrORMED 
ACCORDINGLY. 


IChoithtajn Gidwani, Congress leader of Siod; president, Sind FCC before 
independence; chief spoVesman of Sind in Congress organisation 

2 Prominent Jeader of hfuslims >a Smd opposed to MusJjm League 
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NtAULANA. AZAD’S MESSAGE TO SARDAR PATEL THROUGH -API 


Calcutta 
14 February 1946 

YOUR MESSAGE. OMTKG TO ILLNESS MY PROGRAMME IS STILL UN- 
SETTLED. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY BUT THAT THE BOARD MAY 
GHT; its FINAL DECISION. 
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Calcutta 
19 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I caught fever on my arrival at Shillong, which is still per- 
sisting. 

The differences between the Assam ’^’’alley and the Surma 
Valley have gone deep in Assam, and now eveiy question is viewed 
from the same point of \Te'w. The rivalry^ of these groups went 
on in regard to hlinistry^ also, and as you Imow, other groups had 
their demands too. Hoivever I have tried that these sentiments may 
not surge up any further, so that the demands of various groups 
as well as the efficiency of the Cabinet may not suffer. A great 
deal of succffis has, therefore, been achieved, and so far as I 
could gauge, I have found that the whole prownce -ivas satisfied 
and happy over it. Basanto Babu has been taken in the Ministry, 
Mr. Sarrna has been nominated for Speakership from the Assam 
Valley, who ^s’ill prove a suitable person for it. 

Only one man, Abdul hlutaUb, out of the three National- 
ist Muslims returned to the legislature, deserved to be included in 
the iSfinistiy'. He has, therefore, been taken. The remaining two 
seats have been kept vacant. Sir Mohammad Sadullah’ has been 
told that if he co-operates rvith the Congress party to "work out 
its parliamentary programme, then the Congress udU gladly 
include two of his men in the ilinistry. I have prepared SaduUah 


^ MasUm League leader of Assam; member of Assam Governor’s Executive 
Coimdl before provicdnl autonomy; appointed Prime i^Iiruster of Assam after 
resignation of Congres s Ministry in 1939 
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for this, but Jinnah ^viIl probably not agree to such a proposal. 
However, we have clarified our position. 

On my arrival here I got a message of the Viceroy that he 
desired to meet me. If I get fit I shall leave for Delhi on the 
15th. After which I may have to go to Peshawar and Lahore. 
Under the circumstances it is difficult for me to get time to go 
to Bombay. You have called the Parliamentary Board on the 
16th. It should finish the work of the remaining provinces. If 
any appeal will be filed in this connection, you would send it to 
me, and I will decide it in consultation with you. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
23 February 1946 

My dear Maulana SaJiib, 

In continuation of our telephonic conversation yesterday, I 
feel bound to make it clear that the nomination of Sjt. Pandey is 
nothing but an unexpected letting down of the Central Board and 
a total disregard of ordinary courtesy. If you wanted to change 
the decision, you should have at least consulted us. The analogy 
of the change in the UP decisions is not at all applicable here. 
That question was settled at the time when the decisions were 
taken by the Board and the matter was left open in certain cases; 
even there it ^vas decided that nothing is to be done without con- 
sulting the provincial leaders, including Pantji, one of the mem- 
bers of the Board concerned. In Mahakoshal no such reservation 
was made. There can be no appeal against the decision of the 
aj chaiimaR, aad iS assihiM-ity vnexe 
vested in you, there should have been a specific provision in the 
Working Committee’s resolution. Besides, if you were the appel- 
late authority, you cannot at the same time be the Chairman 
of the Board, whose decisions are appealable to you alone. This 
is a strange procedure and your acUon has lowered our prestige 
in the eyes of the people of that province. I enclose herewith a 
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Calcutta 
14- February 1946 

YOUR XIESSAGE. OWDsG TO ILLXESS irY PROGRAMME IS STILL UN- 
SETTLED. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY BUT THAT THE BOARD MAY 
GIVE ITS FINAL DECISION. 


67 


Calcutta 
19 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhaij 

I caught fever on my arri%'al at Shillong, which is still per- 
sisting. 

The differences between the Assam Valley and the Surma 
Valley have gone deep in Aissam, and now ever>' question is viewed 
from the same point of wew. The rivalry of these groups went 
on in regard to Ministry also, and as you know, other groups had 
their demands too. Ho%vever I have tried that these sentiments may 
not surge up any further, so that the demands of various groups 
as well as the efficiency of the Cabinet may not suffer. A great 
deal of success has, therefore, been achieved, and so far as I 
could gauge, I have found that the whole pro\ance was satisfied 
and happy over it. Basanto Babu has been taken in the hlinistry, 
Mr. Sarma has been nominated for Speakership from the Assam 
Valley, who vdll prove a suitable person for it. 

Only one man, Abdul Mutalib, out of the three National- 
ist Muslims returned to the legislature, deserved to be included in 
the ^Cnistry. He has, therefore, been taken. The remaining two 
seats have been kept vacant. Sir Mohammad SaduUah* has been 
told that if he co-operates ■svith the Congress party to work out 
its parliamentary programme, then the Congress AsdU gladly 
include hvo of his men in the Ministry. I have prepared SaduIIah 

^ Mmlim League leader of Assam; member of Assam Governor’s Executive 
CouncB before prosTnoal autonomy; appointed Prime Minister of Assam after 
rcrignation of Congress Miiiistry in 1939 
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for this, but Jinnah ^vill probably not agree to such a proposal. 
However, we have clarified our poalion. 

On my arrival here I got a message of the Viceroy that he 
desired to meet me. If I get fit I shall leave for Delhi on the 
15th. After which I may have to go to Peshawar and Lahore. 
Under the circumstances it is difficult for me to get tune to go 
to Bombay. You have called the Parliamentary Board on the 
I6th. It should finish the ^vork of the remaining provinces. It 
any appeal will be filed in this connection, you would send it to 
me, and I ^vill decide it in consultation svith you. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 


Bombay 
23 February 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, . 

In continuation of our telephonic is 

feel bound to make it clear that the 
nothing but an unexpected letting down of the Cen ra 
a total disregard of ordinary courtesy. If 

the decision, you should have at least consulted us. The an ^ 
of the change in the UP decisions is not at all ^PPl^cable here. 
That question was settled at the time when the decisions were 
taken by the Board and the matter was left open m ’ 

even there it svas decided that nothing is to be done wi 
suiting the provincial leaders, including Pantji, one o . 

bers of the Board concerned. In Mahakoshal no sue 
was made. There can be no appeal against the ecisi 
Board, including you as chairman, and if such author y 
vested in you, there should have been a specific provi i 
Working Committee’s resolution. Beside, if Phairman 

late authority, you cannot at the same tune e , . jj,is 

of the Board, whose decisions are appealable to alo • ^ 

is a strange procedure and your action has lowere , ..j, ^ 

in the eyes of the people of that province. I enclose her 
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MAULANA AZAD’S MESSAGE TO SARDAR PATEL THROUGH API 


Calcutta 
14 February 1946 

YOUR MESSAGE. OWING TO ILLNESS MY PROGRAMME IS STILL UN- 
SETTLED. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY BUT THAT THE BOARD MAY 
GIVE ITS FINAL DECISION. 
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Calcutta 
19 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

sistii^ ^®Yer on my arrival at Shillong, which is still per- 

between the Assam Valley and the Surma 
f gone deep in Assam, and now every question is viewed 

rom e same point of view. The rivalry of these groups went 
^ogAr to Ministry also, and as you know, other groups had 
their demands too. However I have tried that these sentiments may 
not surge up any further, so that the demands of various groups 
r ^ efficiency of the Cabinet may not suffer. A great 
rni therefore, been achieved, and so far as I 

L have found that the whole province was satisEed 

appy over it. Basanto Babu has been taken in the Ministry, 
Mr barma has been nominated for Speakership from the Assam 
Valley, who will prove a suitable person for it. 

let nian, Abdul Mutalib, out of the three National- 

to the legislature, deserved to be included in 
seatc^ ^ been taken. The remaining tivo 

tolH vacant. Sir Mohammad SaduUah' has been 

its narli'a f co-operates ivith the Congress party to work out 
nchffie H programme, then the Congress ivill gladly 

include tivo of his men in the Ministry. I have prepared SaduUah 

Council before of Assam; member of Assam Governor’s Executive 

58 



CONGRESS AND ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 59 

for this, but Jinnah %viU probably not agree to such a proposal. 
However, ^ve have clarified our position. 

On my arrival here I got a message of the Viceroy that he 
desired to meet me. If I gel fit I shall leave for Delhi on the 
15th. After %vhich I may have to go to Peshawar and Lahore. 
Under the circumstances it is difficult for me to get time to go 
to Bombay. You have called the Parliamentary Board on the 
16th. It should finish the work of the remaining provinces. If 
any appeal will be filed in this connection, you would send it to 
me, and I will decide it in consultation with you. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 


68 

Bombay 
23 February 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

In continuation of our telephonic conversation yesterday, I 
feel bound to make it clear that the nomination of Sjt. Pandey is 
nothing but an unexpected letting down of the Central Board and 
a total disregard of ordinary courtesy. If you ^vanted to change 
the decision, you should have at least consulted us. The analogy 
of the change in the UP decisions is not at all applicable here. 
That question was settled at the time when the decisions were 
taken by the Board and the matter was left open in certain cases; 
even there it was decided that nothing is to be done without con- 
sulting the provincial leaders, including Pantji, one of the mem- 
bers of the Board concerned. In Afahakosbal no such reservation 
was made. There can be no appeal against the decision of the 
Board, mcludlag you. as ebunaan, a.nd iC such authority were 
vested in you, there should have been a specific provision in the 
AVorking Committee’s resolution. Besides, if you were the appel- 
late authority, you cannot at the same time be the Chairman 
of the Board, %vhose decisions are appealable to you alone. This 
is a strange procedure and your action has lowered our prestige 
in the eyes of the people of that province. I enclose herewith a 
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copy of a letter received from [R. S.] Shuklaji', ■ivlio Avas also 
not^ consulted by you. I had issued a public statement that the 
decisions of Mahakoshal are final and are not appealable and 
hence there wUl be no change. You referred to certain documents 
in your telephonic conversation, Avhich Avere shoAvn to me also. 
Sjt. Chedilal Avas here and he had explained to me about it. 
Sjt. Pandey Avas also here and I had seen Sjt. Kishorelal hlasliru- 
Avalla.2 They Avere informed that there Avill be no change. I had 
not the shghtest idea that they Avill come to you and get a rever- 
sal of the Board’s decision. If I had knoAvn that they Avere to 
come to you, I Avould have Avritten to you about it. I had also 
seen your Press statement to the effect that these decisions Avere 
final. If you had taken aU the poAvers alone and disposed of all 
the nominations, nobody Avould have been more glad than my- 
self The procedure adopted in this case is such that I cannot 
understand it at all. 


From your com'ersation on the phone, I also understood that 
my commg to Lahore is hkely to embarrass you and that I should 
rat er not go there. But for Maulana Daud’s inAatation to go 
there, I Avould not have agreed to do so, particularly in my 
present state of health. In Sind also, I Avent there because a 
specia messenger came to call me simultaneously Avhen another 
came to Delhi to call you. If you had expressed the slightest 
desire that I should not go, I avouW have agreed Avith the greatest 
ple:«ure. But I feel from your conversation that I have lost your 
confidence and therefore you don’t Avant me to go there. I do 
3-nything about what has been represented to you 
^ that has given you that impression but the 

. , ^ could do in the circumstances is that in vigw of vour 

ful n r immediately tender my resignation from 

^ ^Vorking Committee. I should 

^ a c u you ^sdll relieve me "without any delay as my conti- 
tronfiV i present state is likely to giA'e me constant mental 
fat-o frixiety. I regret A'ery much to say that I have to 

ns action at a ver)' critical juncture but I feel that the 


S'.vaJ Provinces in 1923 ns member of 

•Nrinister of CP Ift-r Ind-° ^ ““don, July 1937; Premier, August 1938; Chief 
until 1955 ’ reformed State of Madh>-a Pradesh 

Zatlr HusSL “udHarijan; mem^r. 
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treatment that has been given to me is, to say the least, unexpec- 
cd and undeserved and hence no alternative is left to me- 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

hlaulana Abul Kalam Azad 
C/o Frontier PCC 
Peshawar 
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TELEGRAM 


Pesha^var 
23 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

WOULD BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IP YOU COULD KINDLY COME 
LAHORE. OTHERWISE DO FLY TO DELHI AT LEAST. STAYING DELHI 
25TK 26Tir, 

ABULKALAHAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 

Bombay 
25 February 1946 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
New Delhi 

YOUR WIRE. REGRET CANNOT LEAVE BOMBAY. PLEASE REFER MY 
LETTER 23rd ADDRESSED PESHAWAR COPY DELHI. JAWAHAR JUST 
ARRIVED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Camp Lahore 
28 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have received your letter of 23 February 1946. I am 
extremely sorry that you were put to so much trouble owing to 
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SAKDAR Patel’s correspoxdence . 


this affair. I assure you that I had not viewed this matter in the 
light you have taken it, nor was I under the slightest impression 
that I am taking a decision against the decision of the Board. 
You are asvare that I had received appeals of certain candidates 
for the Central Assembly as well, and there was a case about which 
I had personal knowledge and I held quite a contrary vie%v about 
it to that of the decision of the Board. Nevertheless, I did not 
like to take any action on it, more than that I apprised you of 
my impressions. And when you replied that a change would 
be improper, I accepted your view unhesitatingly, and rejected 
the appeal. Under the circumstances it is obUous that there 
could be no reason for me to adopt a different attitude in this 
matter, or would have knorsingly desired to imdermine the pre- 
stige of the Board. You can never expect such a thing from me. 

IVe are working together for the last 26 years in perfect 
unison. Ever)- morning and ev'ening of our public life has passed 
in amity and concord. IVe should not hurry' in forming opinions 
against one another. I ahva)'s expect a generous attitude from 
you and other co-ts’orkers, and [Tj think that I deserr^e it. 

The -svhole affair is detailed below: 

We bad made final selections of the candidates of se%-eral 
provinces in Delhi. But at the same time complaints rvere re- 
ceived from the candidates that the provincial Boards bad not 
published or informed them of their decisions before, and therefore 
the)' said that they did not get an opportunity to appeal to the 
Central Board, if the)- rs-anted to do so. We had felt ^e rveight of 
these complaints and had formed the opinion that we will reconsider 
on appeal special cases de5cr\-ing a revision of the Delhi selections. 
Accordingly 30 appeals rvere received from UP, and out of them 
I admitted eleven and changed the previous decision. 

Like UP, telegrams and letters of protest began to pour 
in from }kIahal:oshal also. Every letter complained that the 
provincial board had not made its decisions public, and the list 
■^vas published in the local papers only on 5 February, and 
therefore they wanted to have a chance for appeal. I did not 
take any notice of the complaints. But when I returned from 
Shillong, this nerv appeal came before me, and I had occasion 
to go through all the papers and the circumstances. I was totally 
unaware of the fact that the case had already been considered 
b)- you, nor I came across any statement from you about the 
finality of decisions about Mahalioshah On considering the 
appeal I concluded that sheer injustice was done to the appellant. 
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Even then I did not give my deddon immediately. I %vircd to the 
provincial board and awaited a reply for five days. As no 
satisfactory reply ^vas received* I decided the case according to 
my judgment. Had you informed me in time, I \vould certainly 
have not liked to interfere. 

I tell you once again that 1 am really very sorry over this 
situation, and assure you that whatever was done was due to the 
fact that I did not knoi,v of any announcement of the Board in 
this respect. 

Appeals are still pouring in from Madras and Andhra; but 
I have given a statement to the Press that the appeals will be 
heard no more. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
6 March 2946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of 28 February today. 

I know that you had received appeals of certain candidates 
for the Central Awembly and in one Case you differed from the 
decision of the Board but at that time also I had made it clear 
that no appeal can be entertained by you on the decisions of the 
Board. I do not kno>v how you have got such an idea even 
now. I may also bring to your notice that in that particular 
case, the papers were circulated amongst the members of the Board 
who were not likely to attend and they had sent their opinion. You 
were also informed that the proposal of Sjt. Bhargava in that 
case \vas strongly supported by Sjt. Asaf Ali, who had personal 
knowledge about the merits of the candidates concerned. You 
had not sent your opinion in time and the Board Snally decided 
after consulting Maulana Daud in Poona. This decision was 
announced and also communicated to the candidate concerned. 
Supporters of tlie rejected candidate approached you at Calcutta 
and you insisted on a change till the last moment on the ground 
of your having received an appeal. 



64 - 


SARDAR PATEl’s C0RRESP61^DENC)E 


You did not conceal your resentment against the decision 
of the Board and gave vent to your feelings ^vhen we met at 
Calcutta, in the presence of some of the interested parties, but 
I thought it better to keep quiet at that time. You are certainly 
entitled to claim a generous attitude from us and I have done my 
best to do so, but you must also make allowance for an honest 
difference of opinion. You cannot insist that your opinion is 
the only correct one. In the Punjab we honestly held different 
opinions but you have never recognised that there is scope for 
such a difference of opinion in that matter and you have missed 
no opportunity to remind us about it. 

You are certainly entitled to a generous attitude from us; 
personally I have done my best to do so. In the Punjab I have 
differed strongly from you in the matter of the election campaign 
on many points, including the question of financial help to be 
given to the Congress party. I was expected to help them only in 
the matter of Muslim constituencies. In this they have lost all 
[along] the line and I knmv that they ivere going to lose. They 
insisted on financial help being given for non-Muslim consti- 
tuencies and tried to put pressure on me through you. I have 
agreed ^vithout hesitation to whatever you suggested in this connec- 
tion. They have avoided all responsibility but as you were all 
working against heav>' odds, I thought it my duty to accept your 
suggestions without question. In the matter of selection of candidates 
in the Punjab also, we had differences but ^ve have endorsed 
everything that you have done wthout the slightest -hesitation. 

No doubt there were complaints received by you from various 
provinces but they -were received by us also. 1 may be permitted 
to say that these appeals and protests have been encouraged by an 
impression that has been created all over that the President can 
hear appeals over the decisions of the Board. Somehow or other, 
you have held that idea in spite of my protests from the time 
of the Central Assembly elections. 

In the UP the position was different and I have already 
written to you about it in my last letter. In the case of the CP 
your decision has been arbitrary and ex parte. I have already 
sent you a copy of Shuklaji’s letter from -which you must have 
seen that he was assured by me several times that the decisions 
of the Central Board in Mahakoshal -^vere final and not liable 
to any change. You were a party to the decision and there -was 
no rescrv^ation for reconsideration or review, nor was any notice 
given to us about the proposed change. 
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Your non-interference in the matter of appeals pouring in 
from Madras and Andhra referred to in your letter cannot in 
any manner justify the arbitrary and ex parte decision in Maha- 
koshal ignoring the Board altogether. X am afraid you have 
not realised the ridiculous position in svhich we are placed in 
the whole of that province. 

Perhaps it may be that your approach to these questions is 
different from mine and therefore it is difficult for me to under- 
stand or appreciate it. It would therefore be better to relieve 
me from this embarrassing position altogether, as early as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
President 

Indian National Congress 
New Delhi 


s.c. 11-5 
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Allahabad 
31 October 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I am wming to you about a matter which distresses me 
somewhat, although there is not much that you can do about 
it. Everywhere that I go I see tremendous enthusiasm for the 
Congress and at the same time some kind of a hiatus between 
the local Congress group in control and the general public. In 
many places these old committees, which arc still functioning, 
are out of touch with most of the people who functioned during 
the last three or four years. The recent rules asking them to 
co-opt members to fill vacancies have, curiously enough, worsened 
the situation. The people co-opted have often been specially 
chosen to strengthen the old group. Tlicre arc cases of persons 
being co-opted who indirectly opposed the movement or apologised 
or indulged in black markets and the like. The result is great 
dissatisfaction \vith the ruling group. 

I am speaking from personal knowledge of my own province 
which in many ways is better organised than several other provinces. 
I imagine conditions are much worse in some other provinces. 

In the Punjab I am very dissatisfied wth recent develop- 
ments. I know a large number of enthusiastic young people who 
are simply not allowed to work. For my part I have no time 
and no inclination to enter into local squabbles. 

I have been receiving many telegrams of protest against the 
nomination of candidates for election from various provinces. 
No doubt you have received far more and are in a better 
position to judge. I cannot, however, help feeling disturbed at 
some of the choices made or proposed in the Punjab, in Bengal 
and in Sind. I earnestly trust that people who have played us 
false in the past will not be encouraged now. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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Yours, 

Jawaharlal 
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Poona 
4 November 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

J have received your letters of the 30th and 3Ist ultimo. 

ITicre is no doubt considerable mass awakening and tremen- 
dous enthusiasm all round, but I am afraid much of it is super- 
ficial. Demonstrative enthusiasm will not help us much unless 
We take proper care to divert it into the right channel. People 
require proper direction- They arc very responsive at present 
but some of our leaders who arc in direct touch with them do 
not understand their response. I will quote an instance which 
has given me a shock. You have perhaps heard of a case of 
dacoity committed by Dr. [Murray Gow] Purdy' in Bombay. He 
is under trial. Twice he attempted to escape from jail by violence 
but he ivas rearrested. I tvas surprised, and so also you will be, 
to hear that our friends Asoka Mehta* and Abid Ali' issued a 
public appeal for funds to defend the case of this scoundrel. He 
is no politicai prisoner. To give political colour to such dacoities 
would rapidly lead the Congress to destruction. 

Asoka Mehta met me last week when I did not know these 
facts. He asked me to help him in securing the assistance of 
Mr. [H.R.] Pardiwala* to whom he wanted to entrust the res- 
ponsibility of the defence of another case in Dhulia. I called 
Pardiwala and asked him whether he would go to defend this 
case. He said that if he ivas ordered by me he would go, but 
he was umvilling to do so as in all conscience he did not like 


S Came to Bombay from Soudi Africa early ia \Vorld War II and formed 
revolutionary froup known as the hlazdoor TVotskyite Party, together with some 
of his followers, raided a jeweller’s sbi^ in the city; sentenced to imprisonment and 
later deported. 

2 Founder-member of Congress Socialist Party: member of its Executive 
Committee, 193-1-38; member, Soctatirt party. IWS-S? and PSP, 1953-63; member, 
LokSabha, 1954-57 and 1937^; Deputy Oiairman, Planning Commiaion, 1963-67; 
Union Cal^et Minister, 1966-68 

S Labour leader of Bombay; member. Legislative Assembly, Bombay. 1949-52; 
later joined Nehru Government as Deputy Mmster tor Labour. 

4 Advocate of Bombay Higb Court widi Congress sympathies 
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to identify himself with such eases. He told me that it was also 
a ease of dacoity. 

The selection of candidates for the election is a bad busi- 
ness, I have been flooded with applications, appeals, comp- 
laints, protests and recommendations from various quarters. It 
is a sad thing to see this mad competition for going into the 
Councils. We must discourage this. Most of these complaints arc 
absolutely false. No selection is possible which would satisfy all. 
There are complaints from all provinces. You say that you can- 
not help feeling disturbed at some of the choices made or proposed 
in the Punjab, Bengal and Sind. I do not know whether you 
refer to the selections for the Central Assembly or for the provin- 
ces. So far as the Central Assembly is concerned no selections 
were made from Bengal till the date of your letter to me, i.c. 
the 31st. I got the telegram about the Bengal selections on the 
1st. The Bengal selections have all been made by Maulana 
[Azad] himself. I have no knowledge about these selections. About 
Sind, there is only one seat in the Central Assembly, and 
the man selected has been returned unopposed. His was a 
unanimous recommendation. His rival approached Asaf Ali 
at Delhi and Maulana at Calcutta and also came here to see 
me personally. He has never been in the Congress but he is a 
good lasvyer and secured a recommendation from Asaf Ali and 
Maulana. About the Punjab, there is a complaint about the 
selection of Dr. Gopichand’s brother. He ^vas also recommended 
by Asaf Ali. You know there arc two strong parties in the 
Punjab. Dr. Satyapal’s' group sent numerous letters, telegrams 
and protests against the selection to all members of the Board, 
The selection was made by the Board after calling Maulana Daud 
Ghaznavi^ from the Punjab and in consultation with him by the 
Board at Poona. About the provincial nominations I have not 
yet received any proposal. 

There were complaints about Dr. [G.V.] Deshmukh’s selec- 
tion also, but we have selected him as there was no other alter- 
native and after consulting Bapu. 

Maulana has witten to Bapu suggesting 15 December as the 
date for the meeting of the [Congress] Working Committee at Calcutta. 
I am afraid [feel, strongly] it would be better to meet early in 
December, if not earlier. We have promised a manifesto for the 

1 A Congress leader of Punjab from Amritsar 

2 Contemporary of Gopichand Bhargava and Satyapal in Punjab; President of 
PCG for several years 
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provincial elections to be placed before the AICG and in some 
provinces the elections are in January. It is necessary to meet 
earlier, but much depends on Maulana’s health and convenien- 
ce. You can, if you agree tvith me, wire to him or write to him 
about it. 

I have come here after finishing the greater part of my work 
in Bombay. \Vc propose to stay here till the 19th of this month. 
That ends the period of my trial here. 

I have shotvn your letter of 30 October to Mr. [J. B.] 
Kripalani who is also here. I have discussed it with Bapu also 
and we think no useful purpose will be served by giving details 
of individual cases to [Arthur] Henderson.* His replies are very 
unsatisfactory and we expect nothing to come out of it, I am 
enclosing a copy of my letter to [Krishna] Menon,* to svhom I 
have Avritten as desired by you. 

Many thanks for your good wishes. 

It was not appropriate to ask you to come to Bombay inter- 
rupting your programme, for all know that you arc so overworked 
and to call you all the way from U.P. to preside over a function 
which was wholly unnecessary at this stage was quite indiscreet. 
^Vhen 1 learned about it I rebuked them also, I am glad you 
did not come. 

Yours, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Poona 
7 November 1945 

My dear Jawahar, 

You must have received my letter on your arrival in Bombay. 
I understand you ^vill be in Bombay for more than a week. 

Would it be possible for you to spare a few hours to meet us? 
If )’ou can come by plane it will be only half an hour’s joumcj-. 
There are many important matten to be discussed. 

S VnderSecrets^ of Stair for India and Bunna In Attlee Goveroment 
S Secretary. India Lea^e, London, 1929-47; Special Representative in 
London of Indian Goveroment, 194S-47; Indian Ifigh OjmmiBicmer, t9<7-52; last 
assignment Defence Minister; resigned Cram Keltru Cabinet in 1962 after Siao- 
Indian conflict; member, LoV Sabha 
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Regarding tlic Central Election Board, I am in a fix- Mau- 
lana is not keeping good health and is going out somewhere for 
a change for about a month or more. He proposes to call a 
meeting of the Working Committee in Calcutta by the end of 
December. It will be ver^’ late. We have promised an election 
manifesto for the provincial elections to be placed before the 
AICC. Asaf All is busy with his own election and with the 
INA Defence Committee work. R.ajcn Babu and Pantji' [G. B. 
Pant] arc touring in their provinces for the Central Assembly 
elections and other important Congress ■work. I have no authority 
to dispose of urgent proposals coming from the provinces w'hcrc 
elections take place earlier for the selection of candidates for the 
depressed classes, labour and other constituencies, and the Board 
is not meeting. Nobody has authority to dispose of these matters. 

In the matter of selections of the Central Assembly Maulana 
was dissatisfied and expressed his disapproval in some eases after 
the scrutiny was over. 

We are leaving this place on the 19th for good. Bapu goes to 
Sevagram and I ■will be in Bombay. If we can hold a meeting of 
the Working Committee before Maulana’s departure for Bindliachal, 
we can deal with many urgent matters. Can you put yourself 
in touch w'iih Maulana? I doubt whether it is possible to do so. 

The Punjab affairs are in a bad xvay. In tlic Central Assem- 
bly we have selected two Sikh candidates for the two Sikh consti- 
tuencies. These selections were unanimous, both here and in 
the prosancial board. There have been no protests. We ss’cre 
told that sve ■will svnn both these seats without any difficulty. I 
now find that our people in charge there arc not confident. The 
Akali Dal is putting a stiff fight and all the important forces have 
gathered behind Master Tara Singh^ and Baldev Singh’ to defeat 

1 Elected member, AICC, in 1916; elected to UP Legislative Council, 1923, on 
Swaraj Party ticket and partyb leader in Council for 7 yean; member of Congress 
SVorking Committee from 1931 onwards; elected to Central Assembly in 1934 and 
was Deputy Leader of Cangress ptarty; elected leader of Congress party in UP 
Assembly in 1937 and became its first Premier; member. Central Parliamentary 
Board and Chairman, UP Parliamentary Board. After Independence he was 
Chief Minister of UP from April 1946 to January 1955. He was Home Minister, 
Government of India and Deputy Leader, Congress Parliamentary Party from 
January 10, 1955 until death 

2 Akali Sikh leader of Punjab; Secretary and later President, ShSromani Guru- 
dn-ara Prabandhat Committee; after World War II resigned from Congress and orga- 
nised Panthic Akali party svhich aerated for a state basing Sikh majority 

3 Started political career as Akali leader; Development Minister, Punjab, 1942-45; 
joined Congres and servc4 as Defence Minister, 1946-32 
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thcConp®. A defeat in J"'„e“,„17aulana 

I am eJelo^ng a copy of .hi, rnTe, for X 

chand ho, wired to me When Ms proposal 

candidate Sardar Kapoor Singh arc _ / * sanguine 

was sanctioned both Maulana Ghaznavi letter to 

of success. Master Tara Singh has Thh 

me, probably suggesting suddenly being laid up 

man is detained in Bombay owing appoint- 

with fever. I had a telephone me^gc Z. Z^cT. 

men. tomorrow. I do no. ""ued h^ M uiana on the 

'nS Vri — - - 

It is difRcuU to rely upon such people. 

In the Central Assembly majority of the remaining 

50 per cent scats uncontested. The^indu Mahasabha 

seats there b hardly any senous co • [Muslim] 

will be finally finished this time, but the S lA and «« L 
League quesdons have got to be handled tery 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


Bombay 
7 November 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, nahvabhai gave me your 

I arrived here this evening to^Krishna Menon. 

letters. I told him to pnst yom I ^ 

I quite agree with yon »*”“' * ^ ^Jtbid Ali. 

prised at the attitudes of Asola Meht Ptobabiy the 

I am uncertain abnut my mb. ’ If so I should 

Planning Committee wH carw ^ and Bapu on the i2th. 

like to come over to Poona silence day — and that rather 

But the 12th i, a Monday-Bapus silence a y 

1 Con,™ tod., ™ Mitoi.' »' 

» Leading figure of Unionist P f 
lime of partition 



72 SARDAE. PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

is a difficulty. I shall phone or wire to you later. I am anxi- 
ous to go back to Allahabad as soon as I can.. 

Yesterday in Delhi I had a deputation from so-called Congress 
Akalis who talked about avoiding a contest between the Congress 
and Akalis. Tara Singh had sent them to me though he kept 
away himself. They talked vaguely and I referred them to you. 
I understand that they have sent some kind of a messenger to you. 

Yours, 

Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
9 November 194-5 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

I received your letter of the 7th today. 

After our conversation on the telephone I have arranged 
with Bapu, He svill take his silence at 12 noon on the 11th so that 
he can have a talk rvith you after 12 noon the next day when 
you will be here. I have sent word to Nar^’ that you will be 
coming here by the last train which leaves Bombay at night on 
the 11th so as to arrive here on the morning of the 12th. She tvill 
meet you at Shiv^inagar, where you have to alight. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bombay 
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Poona 
8 November 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

I have just received a telegram from Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 
reading; 

“please ask PAJ.-Drr jawaharlal vrsrr pukjab help central 

ELECTIONS, ins TOUR ESSENTIAL BOni SIKH AND GENERAL CONSnTUENCIES.” 


^ Nar^is BatUsnIa; granddaughter of Dadabhat Naorqji; one of the pioneers of 
Indum National Congren; closely associated with Gandhi'? constructive svorlt. 
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is a difficulty. I shall phone or wire to you later. I am anxi- 
ous to go back to Allahabad as soon as I can.. 

Yesterday in Delhi I had a deputation from so-called Congress 
Akalis who talked about avoiding a contest between the Congress 
and Akalis. Tara Singh had sent them to me though he kept 
atvay himself. They talked vaguely and I referred them to you. 
I understand tliat they have sent some kind of a messenger to you. 

Yours, 

Jasvaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
9 November 1945 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

I received your letter of the 7th today. 

After our conversation on the telephone I have arranged 
svith Bapu. He wall take his silence at 12 noon on the 1 1th so that 
he can have a talk with you after 12 noon the next day when 
you will be here. I have sent word to Nargis' that you s\ill be 
coming here by the last train which leaves Bombay at night on 
the 11th so as to arrive here on the morning of the 12th. She will 
meet you at Shivajinagar, where you have to alight. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bombay 
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Poona 
8 November 1945 

My dear Jaw'aharlal, 

I have just received a telegram from hlaulana Daud Ghaznavi 
reading; 

PiSASE ASK PANDIT JAWAHARtAL VEIT WSJAB HEU CENTRAl. 
EKECnONS. HE TOUR ESSENTIAL BOTH SIKH AND GENERAL CON-mrCENCIES.’’ 


T ^ Badivala; granddaughter of Dadabhai Naoroji; erne of the pioaeeis of 

^ Congress; dostly associated wipi o^nsinictivc '.vork. 
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My dear Ja\vaharlal, . . , 

Capt. K.D. Ptanjape. now in ,e‘,ed 

Punjab Regiment, has approached ® Jident 

as a candidate for the Provincial Assembly, CP. He “ “ ^ 

of Nagpur. His father is a candidate “Sly 

opposing Mr. Salve, the Congress nominee for the 9'"“ 
eleetion'from Nagpur. He has .f™/ ‘‘Tnf te Confess 

Nagpur to vote against his father and in , ^^{ce as 

eandidate. He has E-en his ^^na.ion from *e^semce^^^ 
conditions of service have dissatisfied him. 

Natvaat [Khan] and his companions as he was once m the same 

"^'r-suggestion is that /^*'varu^ 

would like to go to the provincial create 

vinces and it would be *®/*j.* * a_„v He himself pro- 

a tremendous impression in *™3!ihat would be the 

poses to apply for it ^ difficult question for me 

Congress policy in this behalf. It individual 

to aSwerStraightaway. 1 ’“""i “™oatSeii^. This que- 

applicatiom will be considered “P® f „aat meeUng 

stion will have to be decided at the time ol tn 
of the \Vorking Committee. 

I have sent you the following telegram today. 

K,ni>i.v S.I.O voun mpaimom ato asaerion 

~ow that 12 Decemh^-He 
Government for the Punjab provi disposed of 

therefore the proposals for normne« ^I hav=^ * ^our 

early. i.e. before the date of would be very 

impressions about the situation m the provin 

1 Central Provinces defected and joined Bose’s INA; 

rindimtoy 1* 

his trial in Red Fort in 1915 along with Congress leaders; mem- 

became famous after successful ‘*«Jf .^e^P of Nehru and Indira Gandhi 
ber of Counpl pf Minister, dunng Prune hr«=tenh,p 
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licipful in disponn{; of thwc 
rccdvcd foon. Please let me 

I trust the strain of thc 
hcaltli. 


propnnis svhirh, 
know ah j!jt it as 
strenuous tour iias 


I expect, will he 
early as pu'tihle. 
not affected your 


Pandit Jawaliarlai Nehru 
Allahabad 


Vours sincerely, 
Vallahhhhai Pate! 


SI 


26 November 1955 

iMy dear Vallnbhbhai, 

"ccciIJd*‘yLr'lLrr“r21 Nrember" 

that^^^'siruId'sruTal^ ‘T ‘fw opinion 

as Congress candidates ' ofTiccrs from the Army 
find suitable men ' T ejections, provided of cotinc we can 
people and asked fl,'e fi^ct to the Punjab PCC 

Muslim or Sikh T T ” look-out for such persons— Hindu, 

Punjab of coi™ i' ;'™: ’’“■ji "> "" «">= Tl,; 

also b concerned, i 1 ;to„- "s'n tbS'lhir"""'’ l'’"'’ 

part will have • j ‘'•^tion on our 

time back the QuLtion”"^ consequences. Some 

INA as a 000^^ e " rT? »P Shah Nawaa of the 

SchgaP and Dhillon^ T It ^ ^ ^ asked Shah Nas-raz as ■well as 

svilling. Shah Nasva 7 ^ billing. All three svcrc 

know if the othernames"'"’’^ T ^ 

stand on a different font' ^ people of course 

that both the catetm ' regular Army men. I think 

at present a widcsofead fi>' ns. Tlicrc is 

svards the Congress Larec In the Army to- 

to be demobilised s^n and I°fcT/^r 

be given a place in the J ”eht for them to 

behalf. ngress and m the legislatures on our 

Con^^s'^Sikh^cand^dS I imagine that both the 

candidates voll wm, but it is difficult for me to 

in INA trial 

-r of IN.A tried alon5 vrith Sebgal a.td Shah Na«-aa Khan 
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judge from a brief tour. Everywhere I was told that Baldev 
Singh was using Government officials to bring pressure on voters 
for the Akali Dal c.andidates. Indeed, the contest was 
inst these officials than against the Akali Dal itself. I think he 
Sikh elections have served a good purpose, whatever the resu . 
It has brought all the progressive Sikh forces together in line 
with the Congress. . , 

About the Punjab generally, the position seems to ».rly 

good so far as the public reaction is concerned, . 

the Congress organisation is concerned. The old pary p 
is rampfntand Co"gress-n work gamst ea^ 

Ghaznavl, the president, [Punjab PCC) a, I think, a^ 
and not connected with any party. Dr. ^ 

ing a strong position among the Hindus, is espe * f ^ 
by the non-Hindu groups as well as by the “PP”"' of 

Congress. In tlie choice of candidates 

party feeling involved. For the P"»"‘ * '.p|,7simply cannot 
very little in the way of big propaganda. I y 
function in a big way. They plead lack » and 

contest for the Muslim seats is between the Mushm_L«g ^ 

the Unionist Party, "m Tore die Sngress will do well 

lavish scale. In spite of this la taken^ suitable candi- 

in the elections provided a strong hne is taken. 

dates chosen and financed. Muslim candidates 

I cannot say definitely set up direct Congress 

whether it will be better in Board to set them up 

candidates or allotv the Mu • has been, more especi- 

on its behalf. But my 8'""^ appeal goes farthest, 

ally in the U.P., that the Congress is popular 

Especially have hardly heard of the Jamiat 

amongst the Muslims. j Kazmi* versus Liaquat AIi 

or the Muslim Board. . , has been very good work 

is a close one and on c Kazmi might win. If he loses, 

done in it. It is ,J^bcr of votes. I was told repeatedly 

he ivill do so by ^ thoroughly frightened there 

that the Muslim league h effect this will have 

and was distributing money 
I do not know. 

1 Mu*Um nati<.n.Ust of UP lesi.l.ture, 192649; MLA (Central). 

S Landlord of UP: Fmanco Mimrter .n Intonm Govommenl 

1941 and Deputy le.d^of ^ after partition 

formed by Nehru in W . 



78 


SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


Whatever the results of these Muslim elections, they have had 
a very good effect on our workers and on the situation general- 
ly. We have discovered that there is a very good response among 
ern o oim appeal and we have certainly laid the foundations 
of a favourable drive for the provincial elections, I do hope that, 
as you said, we shall contest every Muslim scat. 

This election tour has been very exhausting and my throat 
IS on the point of giving way. Indira [Mrs. Gandhi] has been 
111 here but I only come to Allahabad for a day at a time. I 
am going to Luckimw tomorrow for a meeting of the Executive 
in T? ?il- ^ December I shall probably be 

PI A ^ received a letter from Sir 

lenerl ^ Commander-in-Chief. It was a friendly 

me hT"® a talk %vith 

be crl.? f various dates. In my reply I said I would 

Sinfe the ^ dates— I December. 

L 1 , u ^ from him again. But I expect I 

Sre'rhon" f ' ^ CaTcuttl 

where I hope to reach by 5 December. 

Yours affectionately, 

_ , Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Bombay 

PS. 

Delhi Doganathan of the INA (now in 

pro^S’efechr Te, "“‘f f” '1^ 

on. ahJnn:S -- -P-e .» Hod 

revelation^to^'cn?^^^ election work has been a 

cTncemed .'r°^hers so far as the Muslim areas are 

How we have response has been. 

e neglected these areas! We must contest every seat. 


“ India, He^quarte„, India, 1936-38; &in-C 

of partition ^ ’ upremc Commander of India-Pakistan forces at time 
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Bombay 
24 November 1945 


My dear Jawaharlal, , 

Thanks for >-ouf telegram about >'our impressions on the 
Punjab tour. The election is over and I am 
about the probable result. Your tour has helpe cm 
derably and I think they wll be able to win both the seats, 
tvill clear our ^^ray for the provincial elections. 

I sec that you had to cancel ^ 

day became your throat svas sorely affected. op y 
right now. _ . f _ 

Maulana had at last to f/.? ' S' y”u 

Committee meeting. I had been pressing him no^natioos 

Irfk Poona but he did not yield At last the rut^jab 
have forced his hands. The date for 

^o’ia^s'fofllis'';^ S.T;s"wi::;n''co.e to Calcutta 
''‘''um«.y,,.he Calc- “tuadon be. 

Sr.o^r ?To :;rlnr “whether -le^dos. he^^^^ - 

reach there. In any case, "J.® ^ It is unfortunate that 

mospherc will not be belpf^^ ajso the local leadership 

the local organisation of the ^ 011 ^ accounts, it 

have not been able to contro -^jnst the adrice of the local 

appears that the students ac c I, Jq^ compromise our position 

leaders. This is not a gwd “S"- ytcly to spread, 

and the infection of ^How suit, but the Bombay at- 

The students in Bombay triw managed to settle down, 

mospherc is different an so ^jp^sc to stay in Calcutta. Bapu 
I do not know where you Working Committee 

will be staying at Sodepore I godepore, which is at a fairly 
svill probably have to 

long distance from ^ vrould be better if you can pre- 

If you can find prorincial elections, before the 

pare a draft manffgto 
meeting of the Working 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 

I have not heard from you about your proposals for the 
tormabon of the tivo committees about which you talked to me 
at Poona. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
New Delhi 
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24 December 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

Since Calcutta for Assam. 

I shonlH ^^Icutta an incident has happened which I think 
I met V *°i Jiotice. Maulana Sahib told me when 

cussion in tR Calcutta on the last day that our dis- 

th^Teldi^n?! n the appointment of 

Lot h^e Tt ^'^‘^h^hat he did 

aSen^ce of Sif Ttr, nl ^ for granted that in the 

be the leader Sarat Bose would 

the claim of A^af Ar° TT have all not considered 

H^w LTtH^n to be holding a strong 

peared in the PrL’ als^V^"* afraid ^ T 

i^'Se pa^^fiS^^ts him' therTtvm Terrible 

it for Sd anAT'P'^°°- ^P Asaf Ali had taken 

be in the mn ^“^/ad never suggested that he himself would 

of January at Delhi P^^ ^ h^ called in the middle 

tneit aHhS ^^-tion Board also is to 

depend upon the freePSiic1l,rSi^ 

^We „ P^Oably b^rafdTay 

g-g 5^,- 

UPCC, 1918-45; Secretary, 

194o; Member, CA, 1946- IndUaa Hieh P MLA (Central), 1934 and 

Mirmtcr m Nehru Cabmef Go-'ererf^ Cmmnisnoner m Pakistan, 1947-49; Commerce 
•^'t, Go-rernor of Assam, Madras and Bombay 
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^vo,k. Ifyou agree, I propose to call the r.r« meeting of that com- 

mittcc also about the middle of January at ^ ^ 

I do not know trhether yatn have moved ^ =r o 
securing a permit for your going to Burma, Malaya, etc. 

r Kdt‘.;°lB C, Roy] has written to the Government of 
Indif ftr Ae medical mission, but he lets not 

^Vhat arc your impressions about Assam an a y 
further programme? Hope you are doing we 1. 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Pandit Ja^vaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 


Bombay 
29 December 1945 

received from Sri Prakasa, for Madras. He has not 

Asaf [Ah] met me on I contrary the at* 

been able to solve the tr trvmir to put my head to it 

mosphere is more stramed. 1 am try fe 

and SK if anything cou J Icadcrsliip. I had a talk 

About the difficulties of the situation and 

with Asaf and he for the present, the difficulty 

has agreed to stand aside. Ihcrcmt . 
is solved. _ 

Hope you are doing wel . Yours sincerely. 


Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 


President 
States Peoples’ 
Udaipur 


Conference 


„ ! VC. Catojtw Umvenity. 1942.44, and later 

lCongre« >tal«ar. JS«ter «d Clnef Mimster. W«t Bengal 

Pre»ident;.la<i=‘vpurUn.ver5.ty. 

S.C. II-G 
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Sevashraina 
Benaras 
Camp: Ahmcdabad 
29 December 1945 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

I have just received your kind letter of 27 December- You svill have 
received my ossm letter by now- I came here to see my old friend Shiimati 
Anasu>-a Sarabhai' who has been ill and I am now going off to Delhi and 
Benaras- I was arranging to be back in Delhi from Benares by the 13th- 
I, however, gather from your letter that you are likely to call a meeting of 
the [Congress] Committee about the 18th- Kindly fix it for that date- I 
shall surely be there then- I am sorty I cannot come to Bombay- You 
sviU please excuse me. 1 should have been glad if I had a talk with you. I 
shall be glad to have an extra two days at Benaras as I hav'e to arrange for 
the election petition that my opponent has filed against me. I wrote to you 
about the technical point I had made and which was accepted b>- the Re- 
turning Officer. IVTicther the three judges who will now sit will also accept 
it, b more than doubtful. 

Your land letter addressed to Benaras re: my appointment as a mem- 
ber of the IXA Relief Committee, has also duly reached me here since I wrote 
my last to you. You wfil have learnt of the difficulties of the Delhi office. 

I regret 1 cannot come to Bombay for I have to hurry on to Benaras now. I 
am scry thankful to you for your kindness and confidence and pray I may 
prove worthy of the same. Hoping al! is svcll, 

^Vith high regards and respects. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
Sri Prakasa 


r'n ^ Sarabhai famny; cuutandisg vromaa labour leader and social 
•oecer o. .meilabad who helped Gandhi in orgaauiag textile labour 
02 
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Patna 

30 September 1945 

Jfy dear Vallablibhai, 

Since coming here %ve have had a meeting of the Provincial 
Working Committee. A board of 5 members has been consti- 
tuted ibr selecting candidates for the Assembly elections. The 
Government have notified that 29 October is the last date for 
filing nomination to the Central Assembly and 25 November as 
polling date. have got six non-Mobamedan seats and 3 

Mohamedan seats and one landholders' seat in the Central 
Assembly. We cannot set up any candidate for the landholders’ 
seat. ^Ve arc trying to ascertain the position with regard to the 
general constituency seats. One thing is being said on all sides and 
that is that the Hindu Afahasabha will contest most of the general 
constituency scats, if not all. It is said definitely that the Bbagal- 
pur seat, which is now filled by Babu Kailash Bihari Lai Vvho 
has to be eliminated by us on account of his conduct in the 
Assembly, is going to be contested by Kumar Ganga Nand Sinha. 
Whatever may happen in regard to the other seats, there is bound 
to be a contest for this one. The Board is going to meet on 5 
October by which time we hope we shall be in a position to fix 
up our candidates for the various general constituency seats. 

As regards the Muslim scats it is possible to get at least one 
of the scats out of three, namely, the Tirhut Division seat from 
where Mauivi Abdul Gani' is a sitting member. But it will involve 
cost. We have not yet been able to fix up any candidate but 
we have decided to contest seats and we must be prepared for 
heavy expenditure. Even in the general constituency seats we 
may have to incur expenditure, if vve insist on our active Con- 
gressmen who have suffered and sacrificed being our candidates. 
The general rank of workers would like to have only this class of 
candidates and they would expect us to find the funds from 
somewhere. It would be impossible to raise money in the pro- 
vince. I am therefore in a somewhat awkward corner. I do not 


1 Congr«n leader of Ludhiana and vctcfan teedom fighter, refused to migrate 
to Pakistan; member of Parliarnenf titter tadepeadence 
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SxVKDAK I’ATEI.’S CORKKSEONDEN’CE 


know whnt lo do. I will write to you again after tlic 5th when 
I hope the .situation will be clearer. 

I mentioned to you the ease of employees of the sice! factor^' 
at Jamslicdpur. A list has been sent to Khurshedben' for itand- 
ing over to you in which the names of persons discharged or 
dismissed arc given. 1 have come to know that many persons 
were detained or c.Ktcrncd. The company has discharged them 
on account of their being absent from their duty. Most of 
these people have now been released or the orders of externment 
have been withdrawn against them. Tlie company refuses to 
re-employ them. They liavc been discharged or dismissed for no 
fault on their part. Tlie Government made it impossible for 
them to do their duty. You may recollect that there was a strike 
in August 1942 which histcd for some days. Many of these people 
were arrested and detained or e.xtcrncd even before the strike took 
place. So it can’t be said that tlicy participated in the strike. 
Their absence was due entirely to Government’s action but 
even those wlio rvcrc externed or detained or imprisoned after 
the strike did nothing ag.ainst the company. There is no 
reason why any of them should be discliargcd or dismissed or 
othcnvisc penalised because the Government took action against 
them. One would expect that a concern like the Tatas^ would 
treat them as on leave with pay and all the privileges of 
employees during the period of their detention or incarceration 
and not deprive them of their livelihood on account of their 
forced absence from duty. But instead of that they arc not 
prepared to re-employ them, even after the Government have 
■withdrawn the order of detention and externment against 
them. I think you have to take up the matter with the directors 
at the headquarters. I may inform you that I wrote to 
Mr. A. Bryant, the Works Manager, about Mr. G. Sethi who 
has 25 years’ service in the factory. He was externed and had 
therefore to leave Jamshedpur. After the externment order was 
•withdratvn the company refused to re-employ him. I •ivrote to 
Mr. Bryant to consider his case and he replied that Sir Ardeshir 
Dalai, the then Managing Director, and Sir J. Ghandy, the then 
General Manager of the Works, had decided that he should not 
be re-employed and he could not therefore re-employ him but 
he would refer the matter to Sir J. Ghandy after his return from 
America. Sir J. Ghandy has returned and Mr. Sethi has taken a 

1 Granddaughter of Dadabhai Naoroji and follower of Gandhi 

2 Premier industrial concern in India and pioneer among entrepreneurs who 
established steel and other industries in private sector 
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letler from me for him. I have not yet received any reply, but from 
the talk I had with Mr. Madan, an employee in a similar position, 
I gathered in Bombay that Sir J. Ghandy was not inclined to 
entertain proposals for his re-enip(o>'ment. I asked Mr. Madan 
to meet you and submit all the details. I do not know if he 
could see you in Bombay. This Madan is another young man. He 
is .1 Parsi- His fatlicr was for many years holding one of the 
highest posts in the company. He came to our movement in the 
year 1942 and was arrested and detained before the strike in the 
factory took place. After more than two years’ detention he was 
released but an order of extemment \vas passed and he Avas 
prohibited from going to Jamshedpur. He has built a house at 
Jamshedpur and has got no other house anywhere else. He svrote 
to the authorities but they did not relax. He disobeyed the ex- 
ternment order and was given one year’s imprisonment which he 
has just served out. There is another Parsi named Dastur who 
lias also similarly disobeyed an extemment order trhich was served 
after his detention period and was imprisoned. After serving 
out the sentence he came out and went to Jamshedpur for 
the second time. They have again convicted Iiim for disobey- 
ing the order. There are other cases also in which there has 
been no disobedience of Government orders but absence from tJie 
factory in obedience to Government orders. The company treats 
all these cases alike and discharges them. I am thinking of going 
round on a tour and may Nisii Jamshedpur also. I should like 
that this matter may be settled before I go there otherwise 
there may be trouble. Tlie workers there resent this kind of 
action. There are other grievances also which are becoming 
acute and if any trouble arises after my \’isit or during my visit 
I should be in an a^vk^vard position. I would therefore suggest 
that you might take up the matter there and settle it before I 
go. I may be going there in the third or fourth week of Octo- 
ber. If by any chance Madan has left his address wth jou please 
let me have it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 


Jily dear Rajcn Babu, 

I ha\ e received your letter of 30 September today. 

So far as the Central Assembly elections are concerned it 
would not be possible to arrange any financial help IVom the 
Centre. I am still confined in the clinic and before these elec- 
tions are over I may not be able to leave this place. It ^vas 
therefore that I informed everybody who met me in Bombay^ that 
for the Central Assembly elections the pro\’inces tvill have to 
make their own arrangements. 

I do not thinl: there will be any severe contest in this election 
in any province except in the Muslim constituencies in places where 
Ave or the Independent Muslims \s’ould contest the [Muslim] 
League. The nomination dates being very' near you must fix up 
the proposals as early' as possible so that the selections may be 
made in time. 

About the factory employees at Jamshedpur, I •rnll make an 
effort when I get the list from you, but I am afraid ^ve \vill not 
be listened to so long as we are in the \s-ildemKS. It is too much 
to expect from the Tatas also that they would treat their labour 
differently. 

I do not know why you are going to Calcutta at present. I hope 
you are keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely', 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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Sadaquat Ashram 
Dighaghat 
Patna 
1 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I wrote to you a long letter yesterday about provincial 
matters. In this I am going to confine myself to Bombay, When 
I was there I met some fnends among whom was Professor K.T. 
Shah. You knoAv he was the president of a committee appointed 
by the Congress Government of Bihar of which I was a member, 

I came in some\vhat intimate contact svith him then and our 
relation has been very friendly. 1 had heard something against 
him but my contact with him has not disclosed anything which 
could repel me. On the other hand 1 have been much impres- 
sed by the many qualities in him. I say all this because I want 
to write something with which he is concerned. 

He mentioned to me the name of a Muslim friend whom 
wc could take as a Congress candidate for the Bombay Assembly. 
He gave me a letter from him which I am enclosing. It speaks 
for itself. It seems to me that he would be quite a suitable Congress 
candidate from our point of view. He is cultured and educated. 
He holds a very high position in the Khtya' community. He is 
well to do and svill not only meet his own expenses but might 
also contribute something towards the election expenses of other 
candidates. I would, therefore, recommend his case to you. You will 
of course find out for yourself all about him. 

Dr. Deshmukh* has not proved a very satisfactory Congress 
member in the Central Assembly and I imagine you would like 
to put up somebody else in his place from Bombay. I believe 
there arc two scats and you have to put up one Maharashtrian 
and one Gujarati for the two scats. Could wc take Professor 
K.T.- Shah for one of the scats? For ability and capacity for 
work he cannot be beaten by any one else. He has not been 


1 sect found mainly m Cujant and prwniitenl lu trade and industry in 
Bombay. Mohammed Ali Jinnah, first Ccvenw-Gcncral c>r Pakistan, was s Khoja. 

2 A leading jurgcpjj of Bombay 

?7 



88 


SARDAR PATEL’S CORRESPONDENCE 

a jail-going Congressman but he is a strong nationalist and can 
be depended upon if he signs our pledge to stick to it. I would 
therefore recommend him also. 

There is also another name for the Pro^dncial Assembly of 
Bombay about v/hich I need not say much. There is the name 
of Dr. Jivraj Mehta.' I have mentioned these names so that 
you may keep them in mind and consider them v,’hcn the time 
comes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
6 October 1945 


Dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 1st instant today which 
means that it has taken five days for your letter to reach Poona 
fi-om Patna. The reason for the delay seems to be that the add- 
ress you have put is v.Tong as you s'.ill see from the enclosure. 
Instead of Poona you have addressed it to Bombay. 

Regarding your suggestions about Prof. Shah and Dr. JhTaj 
!Mehta, v.-e shall consider the same when the proposals are rece- 
ived from the Bombay Congress Committee. There is a sugges- 
tion that a Pars! candidate should be selected and that svould 
leave only one seat for Bombay v.'hich may go to a Islaharashtrian. 
The Parsis v.-ould find no place in the Central Assembly except 
from Bombay. As Sir Cowagi Jehangir- will not probably stand 
this time no Parsi who is not given a ticket by the Congress stands 
any chance, but this will depend upon the attitude of the Bombay 
Congr^ Committee. 

I have received the enclosed letter from Ivir. Fazalbhoy sent 
to you h}’ Prof. Shah. I have read the letter and I find that he 


1 and of Baroda; Dircctor-Ocnrral, H'sajth 

in Erabay, I9f3-60; Chief Gujarat, 1900-63; Indian 

Cccnnustionrr in London, 1953-67 

2 p 2 rn Indintrialist and baronet cf Bombay; m-irnbor. Executive Cousci! IBom- 

bay», 1921-22 and 1923-23; e]rct^?d to Cmtral from Bombay, 1930; President 

liberal Fedoration, 1935 
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^^•ants to stand as an independent candidate and not on the Con* 
press ticket. You wite in your letter that wc could take him 
as a Congress candidate for the Bombay Assembly and you re- 
commend his c.asc to me for consideration, lie does not say that 
he wants to stand on the Congress ticket. There is some inconsis- 
tent:)* which I am unable to explain. Probably Prof. Shah in 
his letter mast have smticn to )*ou that he is willing to stand on 
the Congress ticket. If he is standing as an independent candi- 
date We have nothing to do in the matter unless he suggests a way 
in which we can help him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 
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P.O. Zeradar (Saran) 
12 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I Jias’c your letter. I regret that by mistake the address t^^as 
wongly ptit which delayed the letter. 

I would write to you Hnalty about the Central Assembly 
nominations on the I9th from P.itna where we have a meeting 
of the Election Board on that date. 

I was under the impression that Shri Khurshedben swiuld 
have given you the list of Jamshedpur employees as they had 
sent the list to her and me .a copy of it. On my return to Patna 
I may be able to send it to you. Such eases have arisen with 
the Steam Navigation Company also whose steamers ply in Bihar 
rivers. I do not know what we can do to help the people who 
have thus been thrown out of employment. 

As regards Fazalbhoy, Professor K.T. Shah had spoken to me 
and given me the letter which I had sent you. It may be that 
I was under a wrong impression. Now we ha\’e to await furtlicr 
developments and I will let you knosv if there is anything further 
to be done about him. 

The inability of the Central Board to help with funds in 
Central Assembly elections places great dilTicuIty in our way. 

I will discuss the matter svith our people on the 19th and do what 
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wc can. I liave sent you a prcliminar)' report about the candi- 
dates. As stated above, I send the final one on the 19th. 

I %s’onder if you require any additional hand in your office. 
If so, I might suggest the name of Shri R. K. L. Nandkeoleyar 
who is in the AICC office. He belongs to Gaya, has a British M.A. 
degree and was a barrister and has been with us since 1921. He 
was put in charge of the Kerala Provincial Congress Committee 
in 1940-41 by Bapu and did good work there. He was in jail 
during the movement. I apprehend that fJ.B.] Kripalaniji may 
not like my writing to you over his head; so if you require his ser\dce 
get him from Kripalaniji and do not let him know that I have 
made the suggestion. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 


Iviy dear Rajcn Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 12th instant. 

I have fixed a meeting here on the 21st for the final selection 
of candidates for the Central Assembly, but you say that you rvill 
send your report on the 19th. It wU not reach us here on the 
day of the meeting unless you post it in time. But I "tvould 
suggest that the proposals should be communicated to me by 
telegram. 

I have received the preliminary' report which you had sent. 
Will you give me some idea of the financial assistance you %\-ill 
require so as to relieve you of your difficulty about the Central 
Assembly elections? I may make some efforts in that direction 
when I go to Bombay by the end of this month. 

Are there any non-League candidates opposing the Muslim 
League candidates for the Central .Assembly? How many Muslim 
seats are there from yom: prownce in the Centre? Give me some 
idea of the composition in the constituencies. 

I know Nandkeoleyar as I had seen him several times at 
kVardha when he -^vas there with the Secretary of the AICC. 
I think I saw him at Simla also. Jawaharal has tsTitten to me 
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about Sjt. Dharam Yash Dev who was also in the Central Office 
for Some time for propaganda work. He met me in Bombay, 
but I cannot decide this matter till I go to Bombay. I have sent 
you a wire today about our meeting on the 2Ist. If you can 
come it would be very good, but I do not expect that anybody 
except Dr. Pattabhi [Sitarama>'ya]' and Shankarrao Deo wll come 
here. Ho^vcver, I must do my best. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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Poona 
8 October 1945 

My dear Rajcn Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant. 

I do not think that the Hindu Mahasabha can get any scat 
except in Bengal. It has no strength in any other province. I do 
not know anything about Bihar, but alter having shown so much 
strength in the present struck I do not doubt that Bihar can 
render a very good account of itself in the elections. My viesv is 
that excepting Syama Prasad there is hardly any man whom sve can 
accept and sacrifice our seal instead. It would not be wise to lose 
both >vays. On the side the League is attacking us and wc have 
to rely largely upon our strength in non-Muslim constituencies. 
tVe cannot afford to surrender without cause any of the scats which 
we can easily secure. If in an individual case we find that the 
Hindu Mahasabha has a 50 per cent chance against the Congress 
we can settle with them and allow tltem that seat. But I person- 
ally feel that there sWII be no such case in the whole of India. 
^Ve may however consider this question when we meet next time. 

Gandhiji has received a complaint from one Ramsnchi 
Singh, Congress worker of Ramnagar Thana in Champaran 
district, making a vigoroas attack against Bepin Viharj Varma's 
selection for the Assembly, which has been handed to me. It 
is alleged that he had opposed the movement, 

1 Congress leader of Andhra, johicd party u» 1916; member, AICC and Con- 
grcK Workios Committee; Congress n«adent, Jaipur session, 1W&-50, President, 
All-India States Peoples’ Conference, 1936 and again JW648; member, CA, 1946. 
JOj last assignment Governor of ^tP 
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SAUDAR rater’s CORRESPONDENCE 


^Vhcn will your Provincial Congress Committee finally send 
Its proposals for the Central ^Vssembly? 

You had written to me about Dr. Jivraj and he himself had 
come to me for that purpose, but it appears that lie is not a voter 
and therefore cannot stand. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 
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roona 
10 October 1945 

My dear Rajen Babu, 

I of my last letter I wish to inform you that 

we cTl He says that 

at anv Hr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 

d“>rcs to do so. But his proposal to have a ccr- 

so-called Constituent Assem- 
itl^irtof if not for anything else, at least for 

AssembK ° P^'^^^^^ure. ^obody knotvs whether the Constituent 
iSs Hn from these elections, much 

bTin a TTnev”"" 'V'e shall 

unless wph!.*°" things cannot be considered 

for timPpntL^T^'^ announce that Sarat Babu is going to contest 

Secrete^ of^dlr^SrPCG ^ 

rpr>rroi A I., ^ There are three candidates for the 

the first and^E worth considering. Bet^veen 

record and i" ^ have a very good 

our " '^'er. The second one is anxious t7secure 

be suoSor "merits the first one appears to 

as poLble? conunumcate to me your opinion as early 

ComSSs.^'^ThP^''^ bad way. It was dominated by the 
the Muslim Tp president who svas a Communist has joined 
m League and a large majority of the Communists tvho 
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formed the bulk of the Congress Committee have been expelled 
or have resigned. Tliey have all decided to support the Muslim 
League. Under the circumstances we have to rely on the report 
of the secretary. There is no other proper person to consult. We 
will have to depend largely upon Dr. Pattabhi’s guidance in 
this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 


My dear Rajen Babu, , 

Mr. Madan’s letter was received by me yesterday and I have 
written to the chairman of the steel company, a r- J' ' ' . ’ 

about the alTair. When his reply is received I will 
to you what he has to say In the matter. lave 
to Mr. M. R. Masani' about it. He is i" 
has agreed to communicate my views to the c air j>.„f,nallv 
spoken to him rather strongly about the 
I think that these people will have to 
power but I will try my best to sec whether 1 1 y 
stated now. . . • 

The nomination dates for the Central 
near. I have not yet received any tecommen a i r 

Kerala, which has been circulated among the ^ 

Board. The process of circulation and j.fc i, jis. 

very dilatory one and I am afraid it \vould e replies 

pose of these applications in time if I the members 

from the members. Nor do I see circumstances 

coming here if I were to call a meeting. 

I see L way out but to give my decinon 

judgment and to inform H gUd to accept it. 

ly. If you suggest any other way I fl^ from^many provinces, 
I am afraid we will get „-i Nagpur and Berar. 

particularly from the Punjab, Madras, Beng , 

• t 1 934-39 * Ntayor 

lF.„„d.t.aU]om. CA. 19t7J8l 

BomW, 1943-41; member. Cmtrjd ^fSwaUntra Parly 

Ambassador to Braiil, 1918-49; Founder-member mkI 
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SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 


That cannot be helped. I have kept a meeting of our committee 
on the 21st. If you can come it would be very helpful. 

I have received a draft manifesto from Jawaharlal and after 
it is scrutinised by Bapu I will send it on to you as well as to 
other members. It is intended for the Central Assembly elections 
only. I have not yet received the final proposals from your province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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TELEGR.\M 


Poona 
17 Octoi)cr 1945 

Doctor Rajendraprasad 

Dighaghat 

Patna 

YOUR SVIRE. NEED NOT COME IF INCONVENIENT. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Patna 
19 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have sent the following telegram today ivhich I confirm 
hereby: 

Sardar Patel 
Nature Clinic 
Poona 

PSIOVINCIAI. BlXCrnON board UNAjaMOUSI-Y RECOMlIENT>S SATYANARYAN 
[Smha] BIPIKBIHARI VARitA RAMAYAK PRASAD GOURISHANKAR SAR.\K 
SntHA BENARSIPRASAD JHUNJHUNtV'ALA RAilN'ARAYAN SINHA FOR CENTRAL 
ASSEMBLY NONMUSLIM CONSTITUENCIES. COMSIUNICATING LATER ABOUT 
MUSLIM SEATS. FINANCIAL HELP NEEDED PARTICUL-ARLY FOR CHHOTA- 
NAGPUR SEATS AND IIUSIJM SEATS. ISTUTING. 

The constituencies for -which the names are suggested are 
given below: 
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Satyanarayan Sinha Saran-cum-Darblianga 

Bipinbihari Varma CIiamparan-cum-Muzaffarpur 

Ramayan Prasad Shahabad-cum-Patna 

Gourishankar Saran Gaya-cum-Monghyr 

Sinha 

Bcnarasiprasad Jhun- Bhagalpur-cum-Purnea-cum- 

jhunwala Santhal Parganas 

Ramnarayan Sinha Chhotanagpur Di\isi'on 

After considering all the other names the Board decided to 
stick to its previous decision which I had communicated to you. 
As regards Sliri Bipinbihari Varma we arc assured by the w-oriers 
there that there is no substance in the complaint of Ramsnehi 
Singh. As a matter of fact we arc told there is no Congress 
worker of that name in that tliana. There is one man of that 
name who is in sen-’ice of the Harinagar Sugar AfilJ as propaganda 
officer but he is not regarded as a Congress worker there. 

I must inform you that in the Chhotanagpur constituency 
the contest is likely to be serious as we understand -that the Raja 
of Ramgarh is going to stand. He is very rich and owns 
practically tlte whole of district of Hazaribagh as his zamindari. 
Although Babu Ramnarayan Sinha svill be a strong candidate, 
propaganda svill be expensive as five districts svill ha\'e to be co- 
vered. The Muslim scats will be particularly expensive as two of 
them cover two divisions and the tlurd cosen two divisions and the 
province of Orissa, in one constituency. We arc trying to ascertain 
the position regarding tlic Muslim seats. Bs'cn if it is found neces- 
sary only to help Muslim candidates set up on behalf of the Board 
of the Muslim nationalist’ parties, they will require financial help. 

I am raising funds for helping sufferers and it will not be possible 
to raise funds for election also. I ha\'c therefore to depend on you 
and we shall not require less than Rs. 25,000 from you, if there 
is a contest and if we have to help in Muslim constituencies also. 

As regards the landholders* seat the provincial board would 
nominate Babu Chakreshwar Prasad Jain. You may sanction 
his nomination but leave it to us to publisfi it or not as we 


consider necessary. 


Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra Prasad 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Poona 


1 Small committee of nationalist Musluns who helped candidates in 

elections on condition they would not jmn any communal organisation 
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SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 


With reference to your letter dated 10 October enclosing the 
report of the Secretary, Kerala Provincial Congress Committee 
I am of the opinion that Shri A. Kurunakara Menon should be 
nominated as a Congress candidate for the Central Assembly for 
the West Coast-cum-Nilgiris constituency. 

Rajendra Prasad 
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Poona 
22 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

Your recommendations of; 

Name Constituency 

(1) Babu Satyanarayan Sinha from Darbhanga-Saran 

(2) Babu Bipin Bihaii Varma from Muzaffarpur-Champaran 

(3) Babu Ram Narayan Prasad from Patna-Shahabad 

(4) Babu Gourishankar Sinha from Gaya-Monghyr 

(5) Babu Benarasidas Jhunjunwala from Bhagalpur-Pumea- 
Santhal Parganas 

(G) Babu Ramnarain Sinha from Chhotanagpur Division 
(7) Chakreshwar Prasad Jain from Landholders 

as Congress nominees for the Central Assembly elections have 
been approved and you may inform the candidates accordingly. 
We hope the Congress will come out victorious with a thumping 
majority in all these constituencies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Secretary 

Bihar Prov. Congress Committee 
Patna 
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Poona 
23 October 1945 


My dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received your letter ; Shankarrao 

Our Board met here on the 21st 
Deo and Dr. Pattabhi attendef °‘ ’"lt‘’*ose from Punjab 
have disposed of all the scleenons cxc p Press. The 

and Bengal. You must have seen the “resident 

Punjab proposals tvill be discussed already circu- 

of the provincial committee comes here. .pire time 

latcd his proposals ^vhich you mus ^ without waiting for 
being very shirt, we have to take » deenmn ™thout wait g 

opinions from the other members of t c • 

About the landliolderf sa'^actioned, hut 

nate Babu Gliakrcshwar Kumar Jain 

we have not yet published it as desired by you. 

lish it at your convenience and jMe to 

As soon as the nominations are me y 
know about the contest and I will evpect yo 
about it, . . fVip Muslim 

I should like to know the exact contest any 

constituencies, and whether the How many 

seat. Are there any ^“'SaZ eS^ 

Muslim scats arc there and who arc the League 
give me a full picture of it all. , * » wppk and will 

I am going tomorrow to Bombay for about a week 


I am going tomorrow w 
be retnrnmg here on or about I November. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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29 December 1945 


My dear Rajendra Babu, 

Asaf All met me on his return from Madras and I had a 
talk -^mh him about the leadership of the Assembly Part)*. He 
has agreed to stand aside, as he has realised the difficulties. So 
I hope there ■ssdll be no more trouble. 

I am awaiting a report from you about the result of your 
discussions wth the different Muslim groups in your prosdnce in 
connection svith the Assembly elections. 

Please ask Babu Sat^-anarayan Sinha to go to Jamshedpur 
for a day and see Sir Jehangir Ghandy' about the matter which 
v.'as discussed between the hvo at Calcutta. He had agreed to 
take back those t^vo people and it seems there has been some 
difficulty. Mr, J.R.D. Tata^ is not here but as soon as he returns 
to Bombay, I •^sill take up the matter \dth him. 

I want to knoAc what is all the trouble about the students 
in your province. 

It seems there has been wire-pulling in all the provinces 
by the socialist group, who want to canvass support and diHde 
the students on party linK again. This will again create difficulties 
amongst students. 

^STlat are your impressions about Pandit Jav/aharlal’s tour 
in your pro\Tnce? 

I hope your health has improved. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 


iI>irectoT of Tata rtcci ‘woris ia Jazn*hfidpizr 
2 Head of Tata indistrial house 


98 



99 

Poona 
5 October 1945 

My dear Asaf Ali, 

About a week ago I gave a note [for] you to Syt. Biswanath 
Das' of Orissa in connection svith the removal of his disqualifi- 
cation. He must have seen you by this time. Have you been 
able to do anything in that matter? 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a telegram I have 
received from Sind. This is another case of disqualification. 
There are several eases of this type In different provinces. ^Vould 
it be possible for )’ou to approach either the Prii'ate Secretary 
[to the Viceroy] or the Home Secretary and get uniform instruc- 
tions for the removal of disqualifications issued in all the provinces? 

Please let me know briefly what happened at Delhi in the 
meeting of the various Nationalist Muslim organisations held in 
Delhi recently when Maulana Sahib was there. 

1 hope you are keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf All, Esq 
Delhi 


ENCLOSURE 

TELEGRAM 

Karachi 
3 October 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

woRKrea covsinrES urgkd oovt. removal DiSQUALiricATiofj op coNORsasuEN 

CONVICTTED OVER TWO YEAIU. ROW COVERKOR 8INB HAS ACTUALLY REPUTED 
REMOVAL MV DBUUALfflCATIOff AS I WAS OOYVTCTEO OVER TWO YEARS ZH 
AUGUST 1942 UNDER 34 AND 38 DEPBNCB INDIA RULES THUS ACTINO AGAINST FREE 

1 Congres leader of Orissa; elected to pcctvuidal legislature, 1920; Premier of 
Orissa, 1937-39; Congress member of C.^; later Governor of UP; Chief Minister of 
Orissa, 1971-72 
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FAIR ERECTION’S. KINULY ISSUE PRESS STATEJIEN’T URGEN'O VICEROY TO INTER- 
VEN’E. SEND GOVERNORS ATTITUDE ANTI-CO.NGRESS AND AUTOCRATIC. 

SL\DIIAVD.\S SHIVALOSEAL, PRESIDE.NT COMMITTEE JACODADAD, .MEMBER PROVENCIAL 
COMMITTEE CARE WISE POLICY. 
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Poona 
18 October 1945 

My dear Asaf All, 

I have Avired to the Delhi Congress Committee to open your 
election campaign. My efforts in Bombay, as desired by you, did 
not succeed and therefore I sent you a Avire this morning as under; 

“tried H.ARD. sue does NOT AGREE. BASID NOT AVAILABLE. REGRET.” 


Yesterday I received your telegram about your inabih'ty to 
come on the 21st, but you suggested that you would be able to 
come on the 22nd. It is possible to hold over the meeting but 
w’hether you would be able to come on the 22nd or not it is for 
you to decide. Your presence nail certainly be helpful, but if it 
is very inconvenient you need not come provided that you have 
full confidence in my judgment in the matter of selection. The 
time at our disposal being very short, it is not possible to wait. 

I have received your letter along svith a copy of the telegi’am 
from Sjt. Brijlal Nehru. He had sent a ware to me also and 
I am aw’aiting the proposals from the Punjab. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf AH, Esq 
Dellii 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 

2^Iy dear Asaf Ali, 

I have your telegram of today. Tlie Punjab recommenda- 
tions have not yet been received. I do not know Avhy Brijlal Nehru 
has Avithdrasra. I Avill keep in mind your recommendation about 
Thakurdas BhargaAa.’ 


^ Congre^ leader of Punjab; elder brother of Dr. Gopichand Bhargai'a 
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About Rajaji [C. Rajagopalachari], I can do nothing unless 
Ins mind is known. As far as I know his heart is in the province. 
The Madras Congress Committee have already sent their propo- 
sals. Of course they have not sent Rajaji’s name as he has 
expressed no desire in that direction. It is impossible for me to 
act on my o^vn initiative in this matter. I would have taken 
the risk if I had kno^vn that he is inclined to go to the Centre. 

About Sjt. Bhulabhai [DcaatJ, I have already written to 
you. The Gujamt constituency from where he was returned last 
lime has sent only one name, i.c. of Mr. [G.V.] Mavalankar.* In 
Bombay there are two scats for which they have recommended 
Mr. M. R. Masani and Dr. Deshmukh. Hence there is now no 
othcrplacc for him. You don’t know the conditions in Bombay. 
We hat'c got four applications of which the one of Dr. Jivraj is 
not to be considered because he is not a voter, Another one is 
a municipal servant or someone svho is not ivorth considering. 
TJicreforc, there iverc only two left and we had no choice. Masani 
is a fairly good candidate. About Dr. Deshmukh I can say that 
there is no one svho can take Jtis place amongst the large Deccani 
population in Bombay. They have got the largest number of 
votes in that constituency and they cannot be ignored. A Deccani 
[Konkani] candidate has got to be selected and the Bombay 
Congress Committee tried its utmost to hnd a better one, but 
they failed. [S.K,] Patil alone can succeed, but the Bombay 
Provincial Congress Committee cannot afford to lose him. He 
is the soul of that committee. Besides, lie has got other responsi- 
bilities in Bombay. Therefore, as a last resort Ave bad to fall 
back upon Dr. Deshmukh. In spite of his faults he is a good 
fighter and is a sport also. Thb time be svill behave all right 
and so you need not be anxious about him on this score. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf AU Esq. 

Delhi 


1 General Secretary, 36th Inajiaa NatMoal Congreis, Abmedabad, 1921; 
Speaker, BoJnbay Assembly, Presjdnst, Central Asetnbly, 19J6-52; first Speaker of 
Lok Sabha 
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To 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Dr. Rajcndra Prasad 
Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Mr. Asaf Ali 

Poona 
20 October 1945 

My dear, 

I am enclosing herewith the proposals of the Punjab Provin- 
cial Congress Committee for the Central Assembly received today. 
Subsequently in the afternoon I received a telegram from Maulana 
Baud Ghaznasn, svhich is also copied below the proposals. There 
is only a week left now because the final date for nominations is 
29th, and I must communicate our decision in time so that there 
may be no delay. 

Regarding the first proposal, Sardar Kapoor Singh is the proper 
candidate and likely to succeed. 

Regarding the second proposal, Sardar Sardul Singh’s' past 
makes it difficult for us to accept him. I do not mean his political 
career but his denial of his orvn handwriting about the promis- 
sory note given by him to [Maharaja of] Nabha.^ The decree 
passed against him and the strictures passed by the High Court 
resulted in his being asked to resign from the W orking Committee. 
How can we now accept him as a member of the Central Assembly? 

Regarding the third proposal, Babu Thakurdas Bhargava will 
be the best candidate. Mr. Asaf Ali has also strongly recom- 
mended his name. 

Regarding the fourth proposal, Lala Hans Raj cannot be 
replaced and the committee’s recommendation is also unanimous. 
Sjt. Brijlal Nehru has withdrawn his application. 

Regarding the fifth, I am afiraid Diwan Chamanlal will have 
to be persuaded in case we do not want to lose the scat. 

I have ■wired today to Maulana Ghaznavi to come here for 
consultation before final sanction. 

1 SiUi CoBgtess leader of Punjab; for several years member of CtVC 

2 Deposed for alleged sympathy syith extremist polidcianj 
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Please communicate your suggestions, if any, by telegram. 
Othenvise, I will have to dispose of the proposals in the best 
manner possible. 

The prownces have been very dilatory in submitting their 
proposals. Ilie Sind proposals have not yet been received. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
PS. 

I am also enclosing herewith two statements: 

1. shotving the names of candidates approved by me on 
behalf of the Board. 

2, unanimous recommendations received so far. 
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Poona 
10 October 1945 

My dear Kripalani, 

I am enclosing hereivith a report on the proposals for nomi* 
nation to the Central Assembly from the secretary of the Kerala 
PCC. There are three candidates for the Centra! Assembly. The 
last is not ivorth considering. Between the 5nt and the second, 
the first one seems to have a very good record and Is also a law- 
yer. Tlie second one is anxious to secure our support but on 
comparative merits the first one appears to be superior. Please 
communicate to me your opinion as early as possible. 

KPCC affairs arc in a bad way. It was dominated by 
the Communists. The president wlio was a Communist has 
joined the Muslim League and a large majority of the Commu- 
nists svho formed the bulk of the Congress committees have been 
expelled or have resigned. They have aU decided to support the 
Muslim League. Under the circumstances we have to rely on 
the report of the secretary. There is no other proper person 
to consult. \Ve ivill have to depend largely upon Dr. Pattabhi’s 
guidance in this matter. 


Acharya J. B. Kripalani 
Allahabad 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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All India Congress Commiltee 
Swaraj Bhawan 
Allahabad 
15 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

It is good of you to have asked my opinion about the Kerala 
candidates for the Central Assembly. But I do not know in what 
capacity I can give my opinion. I had ^vantcd my position ^v'ith 
regard to the important committees formed out of the members 
of the 'Working Committee to be made clear, I "wanted a deci- 
sion of the Working Committee on the general question. Till 
that general question -was decided I had declined the kind offer 
of the President to be on the Central Parliamentary' Board. I 
therefore do not think that I am competent to give my opinion 
about the merits of the Kerala candidates, as a member of your 
committee. I hope you ts'ill not misunderstand in any tvay the 
position I have taken. 

UnofScially of course I agree nith y'ou that the first candidate, 
considering the facts as given by the Kerala secretary, deserves 
preference. 

I hope the treatment there is having a desirable effect. Plea- 
se keep me in touch with your programme. 

“With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
J. B. Kripalani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
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EXTRACTS 

Nationalist Christian Party 
C/o Anglo Lusitano 
15 Bank Street, Fort 
Bombay 
10 October 1945 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

Now that the elections to the Central Assembly are fast 
approaching, I take the liberty of addressing you this letter. 

You arc well airare that Christians come in the general 
constituency for the Centra! Assembly. In viesv of their small 
numbers on the electoral roll, there is absolutely no chance for 
any Christian to stand independently and get himself elected. 

May I, therefore, be permitted to suggest that when the 
Congress considers applications for the Central Assembly 
Christians are also put up on the Congress ticket? 

Thanking you, and with respectful pranams, 

Youjs sincerely, 
F. M. Pinto 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 
12 October 1945 

Dear Mr. Pinto, 

I have received your letter of the lOth instant. 

Mr. B. S. Gilani of the Punjab is in correspondence with me 
on the subject. It is not easy for any Christian candidate to succeed 
in any constituency for the Central Assembly even with Congress 
backing, and we cannot afford to lose a seat in these elections 
at the present critical juncture. If it is possible in any place 
svithout risk of losing the seat to run a Christian candidate, the 
province where it is possible will certainly do so. 
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SARDAR PATEL S CORRESPONDENCE 


Rajkumari Amrit Kaur is tere and she does not desire to stand 
for the Assembly. Dr. D’Silva has no chance in Jubbulpore. 
Mr. Gilani does not intend to do so. I do not knotv^ the exact 
position about the other candidates. I vdll mate enquiries. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

F. 2^1. Pinto, Esq. 

Bombay 
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Bombay 
11 October 1945 

Sardar VaUabhbhai 
Poona 

GIAD TO rXFORir YOU NATIONAL GROUP MEETING RESOLtDD QUOTE 
SUPPORTS CANDmATUPD OF IIANU EUBED.-tR P.'EO SEEKS PRELEC- 
TION UNQUOTE 

iLUNU EUBED.yi 
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Poona 
12 October 1945 

!My dear l^Ianubhai, 

Thanla for your telegram. 

I am glad the National Group has taken the correct decision. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shn ivlanu Subedar 
Bombay 
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Belgaum, 
16 October 1945 

My dear Sardar, 

I am herewth forwarding Sjt Kuntc’s* letter to you for dis- 
posal. He desires that a representative from Alibag district should 
be nominated this time for the Central Assembly. Last time 
Kamatak had the chance. 

\Vhile in Bombay I brought the resolution passed by the District 
Congress Committee of Alibag in this connection to the notice of 
Sjt. [R.R.] Dlwakar.* He gave me to understand that the D.Cs 
of Ratnagiri and Alibag ^vould be consulted before nominations 
arc recommended to you. 

After my arrival here I was sorry to learn that the question 
has assumed a communal turn. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Gangadhar Rao Deshpande 


no 

Poona 
18 October 1945 

My dear Gangadhar Rao, 

I have received your letter of the I6th inst. Karnatak pro- 
vince having a large number of votes in that constituency, it has 
a right to have its own candidate. Alibag district can have a 
scat in that constituency if Karnatak province agrees to have 
one from there, not otherwise. But the decision taken by the 
KPGG’ having the support of the MPCG, nothing can be done 


1 Congressman of Bombay; Jater Spea^r of Bombay Assembly 
^Joined non-co-operation movement in 1^1; Secretary and later President of 
Kamatak PCC; pioneered movement for separate Kamauk State; AICG member for 
several years; member, GA; Central Bfuuster, iWB-52; Governor of Bihar, 1952-57; 
President, Gandhi Peace Foundation 

7 Kamatak Pradesh Confess ComnuUee 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


for the applicant referred to in your letter. Please inform him 
accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shri Gangadhar Rao Deshpande 
Belgaum 


III 

Poona 
17 October 1945 

My dear Patil, 

I have just received a telegram from one Mr. Madhukar 
Rajadhyaksha which is quoted below: 

SELECTION’ DOCTOR DESHMUKH STRONGLY RESENTED BY DvVDAR PUBLIC. 
1*ETTER FOLLOAYS. 

You may enquire about it and let me know if the man is of 
any consequence. If you think it necessary you may communicate 
this telegram to Dr. Deshmukh also. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Slud S.K. Patil 

381 Sandhurst Road 

Bombay 
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EXTRACTS 


Esplanade House 
Fort 
Bombay 


ly tjctoDcr ly'io 


My dear Sardaiji, 

main criticism, as you arc aware, is levelled against 
Dr. Deshmukh s nomination. He is a great personal friend of 
mine and sve have known each other for five and thirty vears. 

here IS no doubt however that he has during the last fi'vc or 
SIX >cars often committed the unpardonable blunder of going 
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directly against the wishes of the Congress leaders, either in the 
Assembly or outside it. 

Regarding Masani, although his selection cannot be criti' 
cised as severely as Deshmukh’s, I believe a better man should 
have been chosen. Masani has openly declared the severance of 
his connection %vith politics and he has resigned his membership 
of the Congress Socialist Party. 

I remain, 

Yours obediently and 
gratefully, 
Jamnadas Dwarkadas 

Sardar ValJabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Foona 
23 October 1945 


My dear Jamnadas, 

I have received your letter of the 19th inst. I am coming 
to Bombay tomorrow and shall be staying there for about a week. 
If you will meet me there some day during the week I shall be 
able to explain to you that the decision taken by us was inevi* 
table under tlic circumstances and there is nothing to regret about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 


Shri Jamnadas Dwark.^d.^s 
Bombay 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 

My dear Moraqi,* 

Your recommendation for the selection of Sjt. G. V. Mava- 
lankar as Congress candidate for the Central Assembly is hereby 

1 pcs, Bombay, 1918; mi^«d «n 1930 to join dvil disobedience movement; 
Minister, Bombay Government, 1937-39; Home Minuter, 1946-52; Chief hfinister, 
1952-56; thereafter Central AfinisCer of Commerce and Industry and later Finance, 
resigned under Kamaraj Plan, 1963; Deputy IVime Minister in Mrs. Indira Gandhi’t 
Cabinet, 1967-69 
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SARDAB. PATEL’S GORRESPOXDEXCE 


approved and the order may be communicated to him. I hope 
there ^vdll be no contest. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri !Moraiji Desai 

C/o Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee 
Ahmedabad 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

Your recommendation for the selection of Sjt. N. V. Gadgil’ 
and Sjt. B. S. Hirey^ as Congress candidates in the Central Divi- 
sion (seven districts) is hereby approved. They are authorised 
to stand on the Congress ticket for the Central Assembly. Please 
inform these tvvo candidates accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

.The Secretary 

Maharashtra P^o^^ncial Congress Committee 
Poona 
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Poona 
22 October 1945 

Dear Friend, 

Your recommendations of: 

Name Constituency. 

1. Dr. G. V. Deshmukh from Bombay city 

2. Shri Ivl. R. Masani ,, -do- 

3. Shri Manu Subedar ,, Indian Merchants’ Chamber, 


ISccrctarj- aad Ukt Prcddent of Congress ComsiiKee, Poona, MLA 
(Centra!), 1934; party whip in Centra! Legislath-e Assembly; Joined Nehru Cabinet 
in Alitor: 1947; Governor of Pimjab 

^Coagressman of long standing and meniber, CVVC; President, MPCC, 
1953-52; Minater in Bombay Go-.-crament, 1932-56 
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as Congress candidates for the Central Assembly elections have 
been approved and you may inform the candidates accordingly. 
We hope the Congress will come out victorious with a thumping 
majority in all these constituencies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Secretary 

Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
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TELEGRAM 

Ahmedabad 
23 October 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

VADIBHAI PLEDGE POSTED TO SlfANTILAL BOMBAY. 

LA LA KARA 
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TELEGRAM 

Poona 
24 October 1945 

Lalakaka 

Secretary Congress 
Ahmedabad 

YOUR WIRE, vadilal’s nojunation approved 

VALLABHBHAI 


119 


7 Altamont Koad 
Bombay 
6 Noi’cmber 2945 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

Pardiwala* tells me that as a result of my talk ^vith you 
when you were here, I left you with the impression that I thought 


1 Advocate of Bombay High Court with Cengi«as aympathies 
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SARDAR PATEL'S COPJIESPOXDEKCE 

I conferring an obligation on the Congress by accepting 
noiMation for the Assembly and also that I had expected you 
or the Central Election Board to help financially in the campaign. 

I don t knov,- hovr I could have given you such an impression, 
can only assure you that I am by no means insensible of the 
honour It is to be the standard-bearer of the Congress in this or 
an\ o er sphere of activity. Indeed, I consider it a privilege. 

regards finance, I ^s-as only trying to make the point that 
m tto contKt %ve should place the emphasis on mobilising the 
ide^m and the undoubted strength of sentiment for the Congress 
and not depend on a larger number of paid ivorkers or a fleet 
ot ta^. A certam amount of expense is of course inevitable and I 
thought and still think, that the amount mentioned in the note I 
e t wt \ou on that occasion vras quite adequate. There ts-as, 
ereiore, no need, in my rietv, for anv contribution irom out- 
side. I can assure you that the interests and prestige of the Gon- 
pess come firet tvith me ^o and, so as not to leave any room 
or le ougnt m tour mind or in any other quarter that the 

T sfightest way be adversely affected, 

oppp^ , ? 1 ^ ^ Patil this morning that any expenefiture the 

GG th^ necKsart- tviU be undertaken, even tliough it may go 

* ® mentioned by me. I hope this tvill remove anv 

uneasiness that may be left in your mind. 

You -A-ill be glad to know that evervthing is being done 
jomtly and in fiiU^t co-operation beUveen Patfl and ourselves. 
aradoxicaUy enough, our difficulty in getting a high poU is likely 

t ^ of the other candidate through 

election too seriously! But we shaU do 
e^ery-thing possible to counter tliis. 

Ylth regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. R. Masani 
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, ^ November 1945 
-My dear Masani. 

I have received your letter of yesterdav. 

to ^nged sathfactorily I have nothing 

say. Ion told me definitely that in other countries partiJ 
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CONGRESS PROSPECTS 

bear the cost of caodida.ea and when you Sav' me your nojm- 
natiou you were under the same .mpreetton. Y°u also tn 
you did not know that you will have to 

election and if you had known, per ^ I°“;„pjession referred 
out. These statements of yours gave me *= ‘mP p„„shottam 
to in your letter and I spoke to PardtwaU and Sf '- ^ 

about it. I wa, in a hurry to -mtum here and I had 
to call you again. So I asked them o sp , . 

I am glad things have been setUed to you sipeerely, 

\r..iit.TyTihhai Patel 


Shri M.R. Masani 
7 Altamont Road 
Bombay 
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Belgaum 
8 November 1945 


My dear Sardar, „ j^ore on 

Mr. Jagtapt saw me “Sj Eharwar and Eijapur 

the assurances of Kambli and oth ^Vances are very poor, 
districts. My own calculation “ .^nds in Dhartvar and Bija- 
But if Kambli is really serious our friends in 
pur will have to be more active. Py,nna You may 

Mr. Jagtap said he would meet V®" ' occupied by 

be knowing that he is the owner of the Duua g 
Dr. Dinsha of Nature Clinic. ..n,„,!titiiencv. Messrs 

I am not still hopeful about •"“^''^st I am Ilso doing 
LattheS and Poddar are doing their nest, 
whatever is possible. 

Wishing you health, Y„„rs sincerely, 

Gangadhar Deshpande 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


IMclioUn vr BdlUh U.Wl “ 

1945 with support of his Marathis became 

J Prominent Congress worker of 
and later Finance Minister in Kher Moustrr »» 


o contest elecaoni in 
Dewan of Kolhapur 


s. c.-11-e 
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Poona 

^ ^ 10 November 1945 

.»ly dear Ganaadhar Rao, 

_ i rcccncd your letter of tJic 8th instant. DIv/an Baha- 

y'^5^ca for an appointment and he vdil meet me 

Jtands he has no chance. He 
has a!.-o seen Baiasaheb Kher in Bombay. 

j ..... ^ -■ ^''"^tituenq.- you may do vour best. 

aoout it from the reports received from 
o.he* parts of the constttuenev. 


Vours sincerely, 
^'aHabiibhai Patel 

Shri Garmadhar Rao Deshnand- 
Belaaum 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 
15 October 1945 

Aligulthan 

President 

Congress Committee 
Peshasyar 

Mchrchand Klianaa 
Care Congress Committee 
Peshawar 

NO PROPOSALS ABOUT CENTRAL ASSEMBLY CONGRESS CANDIDATES 
RECEIVED. tVTRC lUltEDIATELr. 

VALLABIIBHAl 
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Poona 
16 October 1945 

My dear Kripalani, 

Yesterday Bapu showed me your letter about the proposal 
of the UP Provincial Congress Committee to send you to the 
Central Assembly. A few hours later your telegram regarding 
your decision to refuse the olfer came. I cannot understand 
why they should have put up >'Our name without ascertaining 
your «’«hes. I have got the propo5a}s from the UP Congress 
Committee in ivhich your name is placed first from the seven 
cities. The date for nominations is very near and I had there- 
fore to wire today to Pantji to select another in your place and 
send the proposal to me. They ha%-e not even obtained the 
pledges from the candidates whose proposals ha\-c been sent to me. 

115 
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SAPJDA3 PATEI-’S CORHE^PO^HiES’CE 


I read in the Press that you were dovm u.-ith influenza. I 
hope you have got over it by this time. 

I am enclosing herev.dth a manifesto draviH up bj- Javrahar- 
lal and corrected by Bapu. This is intended for the Central 
Assembly elections. As vre are not likely to meet early, a copy 
of this manifesto has been sent to Maulana also for approi'al. 
If you have to suggest amthing please smte to me immediately 
as the matter is to be treated as urgent. 

'What has Sucheta^ [Kripalanij done about her nev.' appoint- 
ment? IVhen is she going to take charge and where tvould you go 
after her going to Wardha for that purpose? 

I am going to Bombay for a week on the 25th for some 
business and v.'iil return here on the 1st. Bapu is going to stay 
here during my absence. .After my return he vdli decide about 
his programme for BengaL 

A'ouxs sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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TELEGRAM 


Po'ona 
17 October 1945 

Pandit Gcr.rnd Ballabh Pant 
Nainital 

nai?Ai_trn Dtetrsms to sT-ktro. sxnncT /ucomns!. frost sftvfk emss 

AXn V.TRE, 



COMPUCATIOMS IN PROVINCES 


117 


responsibility. The proposal was made in writing by some of 
our common friends who were believed to be in close touch with 
him. The question was in fact directly put by me to some of 
them and they assured me that they had put up his name after 
consulting him. I did not personally sound him as I thought 
that it would not be quite in the fitness of things to do so till we 
had your approval. Sometimes such inquiry is a little embarrass- 
ing and even irritating. We ourselves readily welcomed the 
suggestion, and the minds of some of us had in fact been run- 
ning in the same direction even independently. Kripalaniji would 
have been an immense source of strength to the party in the 
Assembly. One holding the prominent position he docs in public 
life would have raised tlic general standard and stamina of the 
Congress Party in the Central Legislature. However, as he is 
not willing we have to find a suitable substitute. I do not tnow 
if it has appeared in the papers on that side, but it is a fact that 
steps were taken after we had decided to send up his name by 
friends closely associated with him to have the initials of his name 
which were tvrongly entered in the electoral register amended 
and the necessary corrections have been made. It appears that 
all these measures had been taken without any reference to him 
in the hope that he would not decline the offer when made. 
This hope however has not matured. I cannot send you fresh 
proposals forthwith. I am calling an emergency meeting of the 
Provincial Election Board on the 20th as 1 have already in- 
formed you, and hope to be able to wire the final selections some 
time on the 20th. Only I am afraid the proposals may leak 
out prematurely in consequence of such telegraphic communi- 
cation. We had not formally consulted even other nominees. 
As indicated above, we thought it would not be quite appropri- 
ate to do so before you had placed your seal of approval on 
them. I am now trying to get in touch ^vith others also and 
before we send you any final list we wll now take care to ascer- 
tain the wishes of the persons whom we recommend. This in- 
stance will serve as a lesson and we svill be more careful here- 
after. 

r annex my lour programme ftr the next Arfnrghf. t.e{(ecs 
and telegrams bearing my name will, I expect, reach me wliere- 
ever I Imppen to be. 

Trust this finds you well. 

Vours sincerely, 

G. B. Pant 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 

w , . 18 October 1945 

My dear Pantji, 

the IT ThT” T'"'’ ' “ pfbiiti' 

Assembly except that of M ? “'’“'■.fttl by you for the Central 
the olTer. I do not fn“ '’“''“'I 'f >■ “'P' 

name was prot’osS.^ consulted before his 

province of UP^ therr^ebg ' 

of commerce and industry tW ? for representation 

such representation rn^th ^ the Congress for 

and advfseTe ° mvinc- ^"to the matter 

least one representative nT '^™‘^"tary board to provide at 
ions for the Central Assembly industry in these elect- 

letter is too late and that ^ written to him that his 

have already been sanction Proposed by the UPPCC 

-ahing anyThXes a” r “ ”» ‘™' ''f' 

Yours sincerely, 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant Vallabhbhai Patel 

Nainital 
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Poona 

Dear Friend, October 1945 

Your recommendations of: 

Name 

Shri BalHshau Shaema from Seven 

Division ''^arup Seth from Rohilkhand & Kumaon 


1 . 

2 . 

3. 

4. 
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1 Industrialist of Kanpur, MLA 1937 3r. 

’ *^^'-38, member, CA, 1949-52 
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5. Pandit Govind Malaviya from Allahabad & Jhansi Dh-iston 

6. Babu Sri Prakasa from Benares & Gorakhpur Division 

7. Shri Mohanlal Saxcna from Lucknow Division 

8. Sardar Jogendra Singh from Fyazabad Division 
as Congress candidates for the Central 

been approved and you may inform the “Xurnning 

We hope the Congress will conmjiut victonous with a thumping 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


11*^ 

majority in all these constituencies. 


The Secretary 

UP Prov. Congress Committee 
Lucknow 


Poona 
23 October 19^5 

? W roiiived your letter of the 17th insmnl. 

The Board met on t>>' 2Jst me°report about 

tions of 43 constituencies of different p ' ^ ^ Punjab 

it has appeared in the ^td' theSe of India. Prom 

and Bengal we have but as Maulana [Azad] 

Bengal 1 Vet got any mformmmn.^u^^_^ ^ 

is there he will be able ^ . . provincial Committee is 

concerned the president of ,'\“"J^/ri "mmorrow. 
coming here today and wc si ^aO„noon for a week and 
I am going to Bombay tomorrow aBernoon 
wll return here on or about t e s . . because people 

I published the '^"„„f„eadation. and propo 

were pestering me with all so Benares Sri Prakasa 

sals. It was necessary to '“P Ram Ratan Gupta', 

ivired to me recommending p providing one seat 

Mr. Padampat Siaghania wrote to me P 
for commerce and industry'. -.ntude in this matter. 

I am surprised about ^^fcan a — friead^ve hi, 

1 do not undeistand him Hm about it? 

proposal in writing if he had no g Mine <4 K-t”' 

1 i„d„„ui,.. or K.oaw. "" 

i,ioo m«lrr ot Cn.tr.1 Prs.n.iwe 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

to been sending all the proposals from our committee 

to him for opinion, but his replies are very queer. 

dissatisfied and sends remarks which suggest 
that his opimon is unnecessary. 

Cpntr!!' a* “ Muslim scats of the 

Central Assembly m your province? Is there going to be no 

'• a-a Muslims con- 

£ sS,‘ H Please give me a full picture of 

the situation in this connection. ^ 


Yours sincerely, 

_ „ Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Govdnd Ballabh Pant 

Jaunpur 
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telegram 


Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


Calcutta 
23 October 1945 


YOUR TELEGRAM XW’ENTY-PIP.ST. 
ARUNCHANDP.A ONLY CANDIDATE 
WTRE DECISION. 


BENGAL ELECTION EOAPJl PROPOSE 
FOR SUPJIA VALLEY CONSTinjENCY. 


PRAFULLA GHOSH, SECKETAP.Y, BENGAL EOAPJl 


131 

Poona 

My dear Prafulla Babu, 

recommeSittn 

^vired in reply as under^ I have 

Kalipadall^S^f secretarj, Sjt. 

Assembly candidMes vdll Lt he Proposals for the Central 
^roi not be submitted before the 29th. The 
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nomination date is 3 November. TI.e date 

tion of candidates is very late and leaves very i e m S • 

course, you and Maulana being there, I ave no mg 

see in these proposals. Maulana svould be able “ S"' ^ 

approval, but as soon as the proposals are ready they should be 

communicated to me for our office here. _ 

I have no idea as to the ^ ‘"gamt 

matter. There ate, I believe, site non-Mohammedan sea . S 
Babn is going to contest one. Who are the other «« htely to 
be selected? Would it be possible to include ■>'"= 

Harijan? Informally, have you thought of any nam , 

about the Muslim seats? How many Muslim scats ha y g 
I think about 8 or 9. How many Congress 
be set up for these seats and what » your 
chances of success? Are there any independent 
ins ttny of these seats? Please send me all the information 
soon as possible. , . -r 

I am going to Bombay tomotmw for a week and ^f y 
svrite anything during this interval, do so y 
Bombay address. sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. P.C. Ghosh 
Calcutta 


Bombay 
26 October lO'lS 

My dear Prafulla Babu, Vnu sav 

I have received your letter of the ^rd S 

in your letter that the Bengal El«tion o 
19th. But the ebairmanis at Kumeonga„d.o^jf^^^ 
members, including the chairman, u.. charge of the 

in jail, and therefore you are the ■^'La'ngcment. 

elections in Bengal. It is not “ ' ^ ,dthout obtaining 

Independently you will be able to do notni S 
the consent nf the chairman who is not tner . 

The Central Assembly nommatrons are to ^ 

3rd and yet no proposals can be ^o j 

you expect Satat Babu to return. Sutelj tnis 
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diffimlties in our A^'ork. ^\Tiat is the Hindu ilahasabha going 
to do. Hovr many seats are they going to contest? "Who are 
the probable candidates to be selected '“on the Congress ticket? 
riease give me some rough idea of these things. 

happen about the provincial elections? 
t e rKponsibilitj of selections and running the elections devo- 
on t e small committee of these three persons? Or ■\*.ill vou 
iorm another board? I hope that aU efforts ssiU be made to 

elecrions against aU opposition 
to the Congress, either from the Hindu Mahasabha or the .Muslim 
^gue or any other anti-Congress group. This is a Question 

0 nosv oi ne» er. Bengal has suffered tremendously in the past 

\ears an it is j.or us to make or mar the future of Bengal. 
^1 roust present a united front and sink all its per- 

should be no desfre on the pa.n of any- 
r ^ Rd\antage of the present situation and -isork on 
\ ■'■'■otk for strengthening one’s pany- organisation, 

that en ^ leaer from Maulana Sahib today in v.-hich he says 
rsicpf’ ^ coocemed the expenses required tsdll be 

Centrf- but some help s\-iil be required from the 

carefiil?- question in all its aspects very 

fnenJ- i Sahib as v.-ell as s-dch your osra reliable 

Viili h- - ^ some rough idea as to the amount v.-iiich 

'■inrp "-hat part of it v.-ill fae raised in the pro- 

T -...t-i, . he required by ',%-ay of help from the Centre, 

to my o-.%-n rtsponsibihly so that I mav be able 

tLT4S h“ miuirements. I ani sending 

1 am ^ expect you also to repH bv air maiL 

I am lea^mg Bombay for Poona on 1 Xovember! ' ' 

sloping you are doin^ v.*ell. 

Yours sincerely. 

^ \*ailabhbhai Patel 

^r. Prafuila Chandra Ghosh 

Calcutta 

PS. 

I hear that Sarat Babu is coining here on the 5th for a day. 
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Calcutta 
10 November 1915 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

ARRIVED HERE YESTERDAY. MAULANA LEFT FOR BINDHACHAL 
SEVENTH. YOUR LETTER AND DETAILS OF OUR CONVERSATION RE- 
CARDING CENTRAL PARLIAMENTARY BOARD MEETING AND 
tiUESTION BEING SENT HIM TODAY BY SPEOAL SIESSENGER. 

SARATBOSE 
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Poona 

11 No\ ember 1915 


My dear Sarat, 

Thanks for your telegram. • i ,, ,-n 

I was very sorry to hear that you missed tlte tra.u b> 
minutes. It must have put you to a lot of inconvenience. 

I am thanUul to you for seudins a sptcal "'“'“S",, “ 
Maulana as the letter and the instructions I have suen 
were urgent. . . , 

The scrutiny is over and the election ^ nawte 

commenced in full swing. Please keep me in 

and strength of opposition in all the const, tneneies. both Muslim 
and non-Muslim. Youn sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
1 Woodburn Park 
Calcutta 
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Kurseong 
12 November 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

MAULVI WALIUR RAHMAN CANDIDATE PRESIDENGY-CUM-BURDWAN 
AND MAULVT MOHIUDDIN KHAN CANDIDATE RAJSHAHI DIVISION 
MOHAMEDAN CONSTITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY INFORMED ME 
AND PRESIDENT BPCG ON TENTH THAT THEY WOULD STAND ON 
CONGRESS TICKET AND NO OTHER TICKET. PLEASE APPROVE AND MAKE 
NECESSARY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

SARATBOSE 
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President 

Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
Calcutta 


Poona 

13 November 1945 


ACCORDING SARATBOSE S TELEGRAM MAULVI WALIUR RAHMAN’s 
CANDIDATURE PRESIDENCY-CUM-BURDWAN DmsiON AND MAULVI 
MOHIUDDIN S CANDIDATURE RAJSHAHI DmsiON MOHAMEDAN CONS- 
TITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY APPROVED. PLEASE INFORM CANDI- 
DATES CONCERNED. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Calcutta 
15 November 1945 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

. A« «irrRETARV ELECTION 
YOUR TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT BPCC. I -rtvruESS CANDI- 

BOARD WAS NOT INFORMED ANYTIIINO ABO SARATBAflU. 

DATURE OF WALIUR RAHMAN AND MOHtODD.N KHAN BY 

prafulla chosh 
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telegram 


Calcutta 
24 November 1945 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Bombay ..mion meetings Calcutta 

REQUEST YOU ADDRESS NUMBER -,OOKERIEE CONTESTING 

SUBURBS CONSTITUENCY WHERE SVAMAPR ^^^^^ POLUNO ON 

CONGRESS NOMINEE NAGENDRAHATH ^ ARRIVAL DATE 

ELEVENTH DECEMBER. WIRE YOUR CONSENT OIVINO 

FOR WORKING COSISHTTEE. KIRON SHANKAR ROY 
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TELCGRAM 


Bombay 
25 November 1945 


Kiron Shanhar Roy 

Congress 

Calcutta 

YOUR WIRE. HEALTH DELICATE. REGRET 
BEFORE REACHING CALCUTTA. 


can’t fix programme 

VALLABHBHAI 


I Leader of Congress parly 


m Bengal Leg>»>>«ve 


Assembly 
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Calcutta 

Dear Sardaiji, 

Sjt. Kiron Shankar Roy has telegraphed to you requesting 
you to address a number of meetings in the Calcutta suburban 
TOnstituenm^ (Central Legislative Assembly election) ^vhere Dr. 
Syania Prasad Mookerjee is contesting Sj. Nagendranath 
- lukhopadhyay, the Congress nominee. The contest in this 
constituencj. rsdU be fought on the ideological plane but personal 
creep in. Although Sj. Nagendranath Mukho- 
^ veteran Congressman who non-co-operated in 
an^ ne^r resumed practice, ha\’ing been incarcerated 
^e\er times, r. Syama Prasad Mookeijee in communal-ridden 
Beng^ jyhere the Congress Nationalist Party did a good deal 
o ^^c lei V. ti^- to mislead the electors whose- number is 
hraited and confined to the upper class Hindus. The constituenc)’ 
imposes the urban areas of three districts, viz. Hooghly, How- 
j. argarias but the Congress organisation in the latter 

distrmt beir^ not verv strong, the electors there will understand 
e ongress re. self-determination and Pakistan if it comes 

ram -jou an am sure if you address a number of meetings 

victorj- of the Congress candidate wiU be assured. 

AVith regards. 


Yours sincerely, 
Atulya Ghosh 
Officer-in-Charge 
Congress Election Office 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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29 No%embcr 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received >'our letter asking me to addr^s a number 
of meetings in the Calcutta suburban constituency for the Cen- 
tral Assembly election. Sjt. Kiron Shankar R 05 la sen me 
telegram for the same purpose but my health is %cry delicate and 
I am goins out for the first time after a long ttme. " 
my health will bear.thc strain of this journey and tlic " 

of the two committees for which I am coming to Calcutta s a 
question, I do not think I will he able 10 address any "t"" "P 
nor do I think that Dr. B. C. Roy will allow me to und„tale 
any such programme. However, you can see me when 

^ Yours sincerely, 

v-illahhhhai Patel 


Sjt. Atulya Ghosh 
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telegram 


29 November 1945 


Sarat Bose 
Calcutta 

YOUR WIRE. SVILL AGREE IF HEALTH PERSHTS 


after ARRIYAU 

VALLABUBHAI 
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Raipur 
31 October 19^*5 


My dear Sanlar Sahib, 

I am sure we shall be able to give >ou . ‘ now 

team from our province. Till the elections are 
is in a position to dictate to us anything an ' . jnd 

mcrc^' of any group. The prosince as a " lO 
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wc shall be able to give a good account of ourselves. For tlie 
Central Assembly all our three nominees have been returned 
unopposed. In the landholders’ constituency" Mr. Ganpat Rao 
Dani has also been returned unopposed as you know already. . . . 

I am surprised that of all persons my son Bhagwati should 
have ^mtten a long letter of bitter complaint to Bapu against 
Seth Shivdas Daga. I shall be obliged if you kindly send me a 
copy of that letter. Bhagwati is a sentimental boy and I feel he 
has played into the hands of interested persons. . . . 

Seth Govind Das’ seems to be drifting a^vay from his moor- 
ings; but I hope he %\-ill soon discover his mistake and realise 
that it will not pay him to work in the manner he has started. 
^Ve are not obstructing him in any way nor do we propose to 
create any trouble svhich ^sall again give a bad name to our 
province. It was surprising that Seth Govind Das’s son applied to 
you directly for a ticket for the Central Assembly ignoring UPCC. 
I am not sure whether it \s-as done \s’ithout the knowledge of 
Seth Go\'ind Das. His withdrawal subsequently has closed the 
episode. It is a pointer for the future and we shall have to 
act cautiously. , . . 

With best •wishes, 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
R. S. Shulda 


l-!4 

Poona 

7 November 1945 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have your hvo letters of 31 October which reached me 
only yesterday. I have destroyed your son’s long letter as I 
thought it was not worth prcsersang. It was a long tirade against 
Mr. Shivdas Daga containing charges of black-markcting and 
other misdeeds. It was alleged in this letter that his release was 
arranged through his man who paid money for the war fund. 
I do not think this is a matter worth worrving about. 

Mr. [H. V.] Kamath- met me in Bombay at my place. He is 
anxious to know what he should do in your province. If you want 


lO’.tl-j; pi-'Iii-.'r.Unin in India; 

rr.-n.’.yrr vner rrm!f;c Hindi wTittr 

* j ’ I'"! ICS in Ij-'ndn! 19 * 0 ; ret-mr;! 19 ;" 

R-y:; Or.-.trnJ 

R.;t’ lirl-t in I'V/'. a-, i A.i-inn-.A’ 


beenni- MLA in 1923; ATCC 

In JnTn frecd-nrn rn'r.'rrnrni; tn^rr 
! 9 ‘ 9 ; r!-c!rd tn IvA SjJAa on 
K-r Rrf .Ttn; Corr^mioi-Tr) 
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him he is willing to go to the Provincial 
not want him there he would rather not go. I thin . ijj^g 
talk about it with your colleague, Mr. Mehta. I should Idle 
to know your opinion in this matter as also Iv r. ^ , 

I congratulate you for the unopposed return of all the thr 
candidates from your province for the Centr 
the best record so far and I hope the same wi 
the provdncial elections also. 1 also hope that ' p 

to secure some Muslim seats against the League m 

1 have already guessed about the attitude of Seth Go 
Das. His son’s proposal for nomination gave me a * . . 

I am here till the 19th and then we go to 
Central Assembly elections arc over, if you can c certain 

ferably both of you, it would be g^d. I want 
important matter in connection with the thr« pr juguss all 
in your governmental province. It is to d^cuss^^^ 

matters by correspondence. Please inform m ) 
letter reached me six days after, sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 


44 King’s ^Vay 
Nagpur 
6 November 1945 

My dear Chief, ^ ^ j j,avc 

In continuation of my letter to )'OU ^ position 

to state that I am now in a position to „ Bcrar). 

of the two labour scats in this province ( • > -«nmiucncy. 

The seat a. Nagpur is futm the T-de Uniun^co^i^du^^^ 
Only two trade unions in this constituency » Vaenur Textile 
the Governor. Of these two trade unions the Mr. 

Labour Union is entitled to vote for near > > oilier trade 

R. S. Ruiker' is the president of has about 250 

union, known as the Press Employees ‘ -mbers belonging 

members on the electoral rolls. Of the 6.000 merooe 


1 Leadlns labour trader of Bombay 
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to the Textile Labour Union over 2,000 represent the Mahar 
community, while 600 represent the Mussalman community. 
The rest arc caste Hindus. I understand that the Depressed Glass 
Federation arc thinking of setting up a candidate who is entit- 
led to vote in the Trade Union constituency. But they have not 
so far been able to find a suitable candidate who can defeat 
Mr. Ruiker. 

The other Labour scat is from Jubbulporc representing tlic 
unorganised factory labour within the municipal limits of Jubbul- 
porc, Katni and Kymorc. I am the sitting member of this consti- 
tuency. The Communists wanted to set up candidates both in 
Trade Union constituency of Nagpur and the factoi-y labour 
Constituency of Jubbulporc. But I am afraid that they cannot 
set up any non-^s'orker member of the Communist Party. Should 
they set up a worker, he will have ver^' little support and he is 
sure to be defeated. Except for purposes of nuisance value, the 
Communists cannot have any advantage in setting up a worker 
either at Nagpur or at Jubbulporc. 

The labour seat of the Jubbulporc Unorganised Labour 
constituency can, therefore, be successfully contested by a Con- 
gress candidate. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
V. R. Kalappa' 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

Dear Mr. Kalappa, 

-I have received your letter of the 6th instant. 

I have not written to you anything about Mr. Salve’s 
selection for the Central Assembly. You know that he is the 
only Christian candidate selected from all over India and our 
great national organisation cannot afford to neglect the claims 
of important minorities. Your claim therefore had to be over- 
looked, but that need not disappoint you. After all, in whatever 
place you are, you will be able to serve the cause which is 
dear to your heart. 

1 Andhra leader elected to Constituent Assembly from CP 
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Even if Mr. Salve had not been selected, Punamchandji’s 
claim would have come in the way of your selection, because the 
Nagpur committee gave him priority over all. 

Yet we had to pass over all in consideration of the minority’s 
claim. 

You have not ^vrittcn to me anything about the state of 
things in Nagpur. Noiv is Salve’s dection [campaignj going on? 
I trust there will be no dilHcuUy, 

I liave noted the information that you have supplied regard- 
ing the labour constituency, for which I thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri V. R, Kalappa 
Nagpur 
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4 Kondi Chetty Street 
George Town 
Madras 
8 November 1945 

Dear Sardarji, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated the 26th ultimo with 
enclosures. I am sorry I have not been able to acknowledge the 
same till now since I had been touring in the mofussil. I have 
recently visited the Tanjorc constituency. Our candidate, Shri 
T. V. Satagopachari, will surely have a walk-over. I have no 
doubt that we shall Iiave a cent per cent victory in tlie present 
elections. 

I have already witlen lo you about Sri Masilamani Pil- 
lai’s matter. 

Youra sincerely, 
K, Kamaraj* 


IJoined freedom struggle at a young age; President of Tamilnad PCC, 
1&40-I£l5i; member, CA; Chief Minister of Madrsi, 1954-63; Congress President 
J964-67; member. Lot Sabha, unce 1969 
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Madras 
21 November 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Your letter of the 18th from Poona arrived duly as also 
one from Bapu. I see that Dr. [P] Subbarayan* who ^vas there 
for cricket had ivorried you a lot over his and my grievances and 
on top of it my letter reached you. I see you are thoroughly upset. 

I know the difficulties you point out, I thought it best to 
let you know what I am feeling in reply to your letter of the 
6th and let it remain in your mind so that you may see from 
time to time what could possibly be done. 

I svish to explain to you one thing. There was no offer 
to me to accept a place in the Central Legislature. You never 
wrote or svired to me. I should have thought several times 
before rejecting a definite proposal or desire on your part. I ^v•as 
not enthusiastic enough to sieze [?] a casual mention of it by others. 
In fact it was only ^s'hen I asked Kamaraj Nadar generally what 
happened tvhen he met you and whether you adsdsed him to do 
anything, he laughed and said in a most casual way that you 
suggested I might stand for the Madras scat of the Central 
Legislature. In the meantime other names were being canvassed. 
I had no notion that any serious thought was entertained about 
my accepting it. I ss-rite all this because Dr. Subbarayan told me 
that you had thought this was a way out. Otherssdse it is irre- 
levant. If Kamaraj told or wired to you that I refused to accept 
a definite proposal he tvas svrong. 

I hope your health is better as a net result of your long stay 
in Poona. I am in the same unsatisfactory condition yet. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


1 LaniBord of KumaramansaUm; Ml,\ (Madras) for several years fronr 
1920; member, AICC, 1937-49; Law Minmer (.Ntadras), 1937-39 and 1947-4S; 
member, C.\; Guef Xtinistcr of Madras; Indian Ambassador to Indonesia, 1949-51; 
MP (Rajya Sablia); Union MLnistcr 1954-57; Governor of Bombay 
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23 November 1945 


My dear Rajaji, 

I Ijavc received your Idler of the 2Jst iust. Dr. Subbarayan 
met me at Poona tivicc and I have explained to him about my 
suggestion for )-our going to ihe Centra] Assembly. Sjt. Kamaraj 
Nadar told me that Jic had already made such a proposal to 
you through Sjt Gopala Reddy* of Andhra but you declined to 
accept it. As I found that both the Andhra and Tamil leaders 
were ^villing to send you to the Centre, I handed over the 
Madras city proposal and sent Sjt. Kamaraj back to Madras with 
instructions that he should first see you and make you this offer. 
In case you accepted this proposal, he svas instructed to com- 
municate your acceptance to me by wire. In the event of your 
refusal, he svas to find out a Christian candidate, if possible. The 
third alternative was of Mrs. Swaminaihan. I am enclosing 
hta’ewith a copy of the letter received by me from Sjt. Kamaraj 
on 26 Oct. I do not know why you declined to accept that offer. 
If I thovight that your way In the province \vas easy, I svould not 
have suggested that you should go to the Centre. As 1 sensed 
many difficulties in your way for the provincial leadership, I 
made this suggestion, which could have cleared your way for the 
future, but I thought that perhaps you did not agree with my 
reading of the situation and you may be able to smoothen the 
affairs of the province and so you rejected this offer. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. C. R.ijagopalachari 
Madras 


I Member, Andhra Pradesh Farlianmitanr Board; Minuter in Rajaji Cabinet 
in Madras, 1937*39; later Union Klinisler; peeaendy Governor ot Uttar Pradesh 
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Madras 
27 November 1945 

^ly dear Vallabhbbai; 

I ha\e your land letter of the 23rcL I am surprised to read 
tbe last para^pb of Sri Kamaraj's letter to you dated 26 Octo- 
bi,r. Kamaraj did not convey to me anv serious proposal that I 
sboidd stand for the Central Assembly. The suggestion v.as never 
lifted above the level of casual and indirect reference. It is a tra- 
^y. I tsish you had v.-ritten or v.ired to me direct. If vou had 
done so. the position tvould have been -seboHy difterent. 

Yours sincerely. 

C. Rajagopalacbaii 

Sardar \*allabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
22 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel 
Bombay 


JUST sEsnt voun larrrz?, 
nouBiS ijvD t?.ou3i:es 
OCT SUCCESSTCIiT V.TrH 


- acx CP soosT .vnz> stasrovE 

AS AnvCEL), KZ5T .ASCaaO THAT V.H COJIE 
THCHPES-G jiajoritt. see EETTEa. 

PPJtHASAH* 


irs.-? 
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Warris Road 
Lahore 
1 November 1945 


My dear Sardar Sahib, .. 

I returned from Calcutta yesteiday. I had 1^^ 

„lth Maulana Sahib “o 1, Centre Ihe only 

decisions had been taken 'with regw related to pro- 

pottibiHty_if there J^SurfilrefT Bud mader 

vincial seats. In this regard, on Y gj , to 

further deteriorated; except tha rporesentative to you 

have at last made up his uund to send “ 
which is a ray of hope. This .ndividual 
alter this letter. While you can depen V 

best, I still think that the chances of More- 

dates without a settlement wit t „ivine advantage to the 

over, any fight in elections 'vd' J_nnd thif will be 
Communists in more seats than h nerhaps we would not 

most unfortunate. But if this „rWweerLrselves and 

worry. As it happens, the present posit 1,^^ 

the Sikhs is having its Leae'^' ^ friendly 

emboldened the Pakistanists an p S ^Ije recent 

quarters among Muslims— as you 8 happened while 1 have 
Press statements in the '’“"J’*'- the moment. I 

been away; and naturally , -j^yone except you. 

cannot say more. Nor can 1 open ^y^^ i;,,le\,ork done here 
I Still >vish to cling to my be ^vill prove true. I 

to ensure the defeat of to do your bidding, 

assure you we shall 7“” ^ „„d^r that simple reason. 

But our own organisation « wea ..p^haps imperative— 

it seems in aiS ofhers should be made 

that friendly alliances with the biktis ana 

possible. ugre. That will 

I hope it tvill be possible for you to come 
of course make all the difference. Yours sincerely, 

B. S. Gilani 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

My dear Gilani, 

I received your letter of 1 November on the 7th. In the 
evening I got a phone from Sardar Basant Singhji from Bom- 
bay. He was laid up with fever and therefore he came here yes- 
terday with Master Tara Singh’s letter. I have explained to liim 
the whole situation. At this late stage it is impossible to disturb 
or cancel the arrangement made by the Election Board for tlic 
Central Assembly elections. We cannot withdraw from the con- 
test in either constituency at this stage. It is not open to me 
to do so as the selections have been made by the Board and 
nominations filed and even the scrutiny is over. 

Regarding the proHncial elections, of course, if there is good- 
■will on both sides a settlement can still be reached. The difficulty 
was created by the resolution [passed] by the Siromani Akali Dal 
Conference. Otherwise, I was all along for a settlement between 
the Sikhs and the Congress. The first attack came from the Akalis. 

I have never concealed from you my apprehension about the 
Unionist Party’s attitude. Their leader has at last come out with 
a statement which has not surprised me. It is sad that such a 
statement should have been made at this stage. IVhat trust can be 
placed if the best amongst them can’t stand on their own ground? 

At this stage nothing can be done tvithout reference to Mau- 
lana and if reasonable proposals for a settlement for the provincial 
elections can come from there I would try my best to persuade 
him to come to an understanding, but I have received no en- 
couragement from the Sikhs, and therefore I am sorry' to say 
that I am helpless in the matter till they change their attitude. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

B. S. Gilani 
Lahore 
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Lajpatrai Bha\van 
Lahore 
2 November 1945 


Dear Sardar, . 

I reached back on tlic 30th morning. It teas the ° 

tiny. Dr. [Gofc.d Chand] Narang' met me there and that ' 

might give up the contest, provided the postt.on tesard.t^g panty 
and P.?kistan teas cleared up. I'a"''!' Na"akchand,t Bar-a -latv 
helped us a great deal in persuading Dr. Narang “ j 
svas 5 minutes to three ou the 31st that Dr- (Narang] w.thdrewjat 
candidature. Pandit N.uiakchancl wrote a °p .. 

a letter in reply to Dr. Narang .as well as to "an^k^ 

chand. Copies of both the letters .are 

letter a only a declaration and not an Hation 

nowhere asked him to withdraw. He with 
svilh his friends. We declared nothing more than what has 
decided by the WC or tlie AlCC. « t tn Hal. 

Lala Shamlal.* Kidar Nath* and Uiat 

cutta about brother’s scat. D«hbandhuji< [Gupta] 

Mr. Asaf AH supported liis w Xli that he should 

informs tiiat Maulana has written to * * ' . . Q^pta who has 

not have supported him. There is one Lala 

not withdrawn his application. ** . . jt V-s now adopted 
Dunichand Amhalvi’s man. Lala Dun, chand’ has now p 


. xt-ieiM Local Seir-Govemment (Punjab); 

1 Leading blrruter of Lahore; . im . j., attitude to legitimate 

relinquished knighthood in \W m ^«i ***’ p, entered industrial develop- 

rights of Hindus; later President, Hindu . 

or P™.b Co™». oeyw M-“ 

general in black robes; took vow not f> C**'* P elected to Punjab Legis- 

5 Educationist who joined Congress party and was clccteO 

lative Assembly and rose to be its Speaker ttmtu daily Tej; leading Con- 

6 Dhsc.ple of Swami Shraddlumaiid. 
gressman of Delhi; member ofAICCand Lok 

7 Leading Congressman of AmbaU; MLA (Punj ) ^ 
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an altitndc wbicli is favourable to Bhai Parmanand’ and the 
Hindu Sabha. Though both the general scats arc being con- 
tested, yet our success is sure. 

As for the Sikh seats, the contest is very keen. Sardar Partap 
Singh [Kairon]- is of the opinion that as \vc liave not been able to 
begin work in East Punjab (S. Kapur Singh’s constituency) our 
position is weak. In S. Sant Singh’s^ constituency' it is reported that 
our position is strong. ^Vc begin v;ork in right earnest in a day 
or two. Our Congress syunpathisers, barring some Congre^ssmen, 
are of the opinion that "wc should settle rvith the Akalis. Congress 
Sikh friends met y'cstcrday' at Amritsar and discussed matters 
with pro-Congress .'Akalis. Sardar Partap Singh svas there. He 
is of the opinion, and others agree with him, that it is not possible 
for us to settle about the Centre now. IVe do not want to sacrifice 
S. Kapur Singh and no^v we cannot even sacrifice S. Sant Singh. 
Sardar Kapur Singh comes here tomorro\v or the day after. I 'will 
udre y'ou his position. The Sikh friends who met at Amritsar agree 
with each other that adjustments can be made about provincial 
seats. Communists we have to oppose at any cost. Two of the 
Congress Sikhs and two Akalis vrill discuss the chances of 
respective candidates wth me and Maulana Daud. IVc will try to 
agree and adjust almost all seats. If there are any left on ts'hich 
we cannot agree we will fight but that contest will be a friendly 
contest. Bitterness vriil disappear. But we shall settle positively' 
about seats which are being contested by the Communists. The 
weaker will give up and aUo%v the stronger to fight the Communists. 

Sardar Basant Singh, who is a representative of Akalis, is 
meeting you. He ^vill discuss with you about the Centre. I 
have described above that opinions and adrice differ about 
settlement at the Centre. Please decide as you think best. Chances I 
will wire in a day or two and y'ou will probably get the telegram 
before the letter reaches you. There is another suggestion also, 
that both our and their all four candidates mve their letters of 

O 


1 Publicist and professor; sentenced to iransportatioa for life to Andamans for 
nationalist acthdues; brolie ^^•itil Congres and became permanent President of Hindu 
^•fahasabba 

2 Educated in US v.-bere he joined Ghaddar party, v.ducb vrorHng for 

India’s liberation; joined Congress in 1930; MLA (Punjab), 1936; re-elected in 1946; 
member, CA. 1946; General Secretary, PCC, 1939-46; President, 1950-52; member, 
eWe, 1945-53; ?>Gmster, 1947-49; 1952-56; Chief NCnister cf Punjab, 1956-61; assassi- 
nated in Eebruarv 1955 

3 Lavrj'cr from Lyallpur in Punjab; member. Central Assembly svith pro- 
Congress leanings; ended career as Ambassador to Ethiopia 
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resignation and after the result has been declared the resig“tion 
of successful candidates be tendered if it ts thought ^le to 
any one or both of the successful candidates are to be ™ “ 

case the Akalis and the Congress come to an a^eement. Supp<)se 
it is agreed that one seat ought to go to Ahahs and one to fte 
Congress, and suppose both Congressmen succeed, we “ 

of our nominees to resign. Tlte Akalis svdl then " 

who is a desirable one. If we get one, 

be filed. If both Akalis succeed, one w. 1 restp '“ate tn 
seat for the Congress. I do not know how tt will be hked by 
you, Gon^ressmen and Akalis. 

Please discuss with him about provincial seats even ^ 
is no settlement about Central seats. The agreement ^ 

deseribed above may be accepted if you “W™;" “fh 

Tara Singh, who did nor listen to any talk f 
ready for Agreement now. Tltcre will be no harm tf such a 
ment about provincial scats is arrived at. nrf< 5 «ire 

I could not discuss it with Maulana Daud ew,„g «, Fcssure 

of time. I will discuss tomorrow and wire tflm J 
Please discuss matters with him and se r am sending this 

send your instruetions with S. Basant Smghj.. I am sendmg 
letter with him under a scaled cover. ^ 

We shall be able to prepal"*'' “ailed for the 7th 

submit it. The meeting of our W i group is bent 

to decide about of their group met 

y^“LTto““o“i In inXv attitude towards Mau.aaa 
Daud. 

IVith best regards. Yours sincerely, 

Gopichand Bhargain 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 
8 November 1915 


My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

I have received your letter 
Sardar Basant Singhji. I shall 


of 2 November just now through 

°J„rmyselftotheSikhquesUou 
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only in this letter as he is in a hurry to return back by the 
next available train. Regarding other matters referred to in your 
letter I ■will write to you later. 

So far as the Central Assembly scats are concerned it is im- 
possible for us now to reconsider the situation. We must fight 
out the elections in both these constituencies as the decision has 
been taken by the Board, publicly announced and nominations 
filed and scrutinised also. Of course ^vc should fight out the 
elections with due restraint and perfect dignity. There should be 
no bitterness as both the organisations stand for the independence 
of India and there is much common ground behveen them. 

As for the provincial elections, the question is worth consi- 
dering if there is willingness on both sides. But I cannot do any- 
thing without reference to Maulana [Azad] Sahib and my Board 
at this stage. If you and Maulana Baud Ghazna'vi along with the 
Congress Sikhs are of one mind, you rhay write to me and I ‘iviU 
get in touch with Maulana Sahib at Calcutta. There is plenty 
of time for this purpose. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 


156 

TELEGRAM 


Lahore 
3 November 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

PLEASE ASK SARDAR JOGINDERSINGH’ [of] UP TOUR PUNJAB HELP 
ELECnON. 

DAUD GHAZNA'VI, GOPICHAND 


1 Member, Central Legislature for over 20 years; presently Governor of Orissa 
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Poona 
4 November 1945 


Sardar Joginder Singh 
Care Congress 
Lucknow 

PUNJAB CONGRESS \VANTS YOU TOUR THERE 
PAtON. ADVISE PROCEED ISfMEOIATELY. 


HELP ELECTION CAM- 


YALLABIIBHAI 


Poona 
5 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, g. Ookalchand 

I hav. read ia the Press Vrr*e ?on«s^on account of a 
Narang about his withdrawal from th ^ u. 

settlement between you and him. behalf by the Nationalist 
tion condemning your action m ^vritten to me any- 

Muslim workers’ conference, vou n , bas happened, 

thing about this. Please let me no - Joginder Singh 

I had received your telegram a Lahore. He is 

and I have wired to him . _.nce would be of much 

not a speaker and I do not think lus prcsenc 

help to you even if he comes t icre. Central Assem- 

Please write to me about tlic P‘'^P jj gncies and also about 
bly elections in the remaining four const.tuenci 

the Muslim constituencies. c,,bsided and things 

I hope the campaign may proceed 

have settled down so that tn 

smoothly. Yours sincerely. 


Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 

Lahore 141 



irj9 

9TJj:c:kam 


l.nliort 
5 November 1 9 {5 


S:irdar Patel 
Poona 

KAi'URsiNGti [dianccs] nrrv nm-. }.f.\t'i..\SA r.xt’Rnx<r5 no 

OrtNtON. 

r.Ol’lCIIAND 


IGO 

'rV.lA!.r,UAM 


Poona 

7 November 1915 

Maulana Daucl Ghaznavi 

Care Congress 

Lahore 

Dhvan Chanianlal 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

Sardar Parlap Singh 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

Doctor Gopichand Bhargava 
Lajpatrai Bhawan 
Lahore 

WnRE YOUR ESTIMATE CHANCES EACH CANDIDATE REMAINING FOUR 
CONSTITUENCIF^ CENTRAL ASSEMIH.Y. 

VALUVBHBILVI 
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Poona 
8 November 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib, , t 

1 have just received your fire “f f ^ *1 tral As LSy 
Pandit Jasvaharlal Nehru to visit ‘ , aTl ^ 

election campaign. He is in Bom ay a p g^j^bay till the 
ing him today. His programme is fixed “P 
15th. If he Ln come at all he can do so after the 
he will inform you direct. estimate 

Yesterday! ”''13 Assembly Kats. About 

regarding the remaming <<"'r ^ about the result, 

the two Hindu scats I ha\c hardlj y know 

but about the two Sikh seaK I . , oj,g candidate and 

the exact position. Sardar Kapur Sm£ « « ^ ^ 

Sardar Sant Singh’s position was Bombay and your tele- 

heard nothing from you since you • ^ ^ please write to 

gram asking for Jawaharlal makes me anxious, 
me in detail. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 

President 

Punjab PCC 

Lahore 


Poona 
9 November 1945 

My dear Maul.ana Sahib, , p-indit Nehru 

I had received your tvirc a^ng me » -d 
to Punjab. I phoned to Inm _rocrramme is over, i.c. 

agreed to come there after his j2ih and I 

after the 15th. He is meeting me hew on 

wire to you about his visit Tymsoects of the Sikh seats 

Your joint telegram about tnarehal our forces 

has been received this morning- 
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SARUAR I'ATr.l/.S COKRKSI'OXDK.VCi: 

^iml carry on a vigorons campai^,, ,o m,, ,|,ase irvo rcalr. No 

p reu.uit. Pandit iNchrii to come tiiorc aqnin. I trust Jiis visit 
will put the final seal to all doubts about our success there. ’ 


\ ours sincerely, 
Vallablibhai Patel 

Aiaulana Daud Gliazanvi 
Lahore 
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telegram 


Maulana Daud Gliaznavi 
Care Congress 
Lahore 


Poona 

9 November 1945 


HAVE PERSUADED JA\S'An.\RL,\I, VISIT 
HE WILL WRE DIRECT. 


Ru.vjab 


AFTER 


FHTEENTH, 


VALLAimBHAI 


1G4 


J. UUihl 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, ^ November 1945 

This YornLri'hi:: r^eS IrrUd^M.a.dt-: GhS"' 

and we must also svdn. You m'ust^"'^''^^ must fight it out 
see that we don’t lose. marshal all your forces and 

sot?S°dft NchraTr" "i"" 

the election campaign. I spoke to T-i ^ t Punjab for 

Bombay and he has been Sod cnou-5i 

after his Bombay proerammp I'c - ° i ° agree. He mil come 
^vill inform Maulana Ghazmvi 

be of great help to you ' ^'roctly. I trust that this svill 
144 
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COMPLICATIONS IN PROVINCES 

I did not know that the three Mendr 
gone to Calcutta about your " „ him that 

me even after you left Bombay and d^t had supported his 

several members, including Mr* As » .^rote a letter 

candidature. Of coutae he did not hie tt and wrote 
to Asaf All, from whom I learned about it. 

I have read the copies of 

to me. About panty you have quo matter, you 

ing Committee’s instructions. But a o ^ resolution 

should also have quoted the Working H or 

passed at Poona instead of putting any J* . jhe excuse 
saying anything about it. Your doing so action, 

for your opponents in the Congress to condemn >ou 
However, that is past and it is over. Central 

I am going to Bombay on and meet me in 

Assembly election campaign is , -wtion affairs. I should 

Bombay by appointment for the provin i in the Punjab, 

like to LoW Xn the provincial T is it in 

What is the position of the Unionist ® ^ ut ^vith 

any way affected? Why has Khirr ["aya W™] come 
that statement? Wliat docs that statemen Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopicliand Bhargava 
Lahore 


Poona 
9 November 1945 


My dear Chamanlal, , cither of the 

Thanks for your telegram. We marshal 

two Sikh scats. You must combine campaign. I 

all your strength together to succee i da>'s. He 'vill 

persuaded Jawaharlal to come time for a vigorous 

come there after the I5th which swll * , to secure ^ctory m 

campaign. I trust no effort wiU be sp 

these two important constituencies. Yours sincerely, 

Vfkllabhbhai Patel 


Diwan Chamanlal 
C/o Punjab PCG 
Lahore 


S. C. IMO 
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TELEGRAM 


Bindiiachal 
14 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

IF AKAilS APPROACH YOU PLEASE P^I^R THEM TO ME. PUNJAB 
SITUATIOX MUCH COMPLICATED. ViE. SHOULD FORM OPINIOX VERY 
CAREFULLY. 

ABULKAIAMAZAD 


167 


Poona 

14 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have just received your telegram of today reading: 

n- AKAUS .^P?.OACH YOU PLZASS EEIXp. :rHni TO JIE. PVS1A3 SirUATTOK 
MOCH COMPUCATSn. SHOUU, roju. OPUaOK NTP.Y CAKXnn.LV. 


* h- collection I am sending you a copv of a letter 

Ahich I relived &om Master Tara Singh dated 4 November 
through Sardar Basant Singhji who came here for that purpose. 

extracts of Dr. Gopichand's 
^ “ brought along M-ith .Master Tara Sineh’s letter 

s^g^ung a compromue over the Sildi question. .Mv repiv to 

faereSh^T They are aL^ enclosed 

T I w^ not going to do 

amThing vnthout consulting you. ^ ^ 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana -\bul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Lahore 
15 November 1945 

My dear Sardar, 

I got two letters from you and one from office. As I bad 
sent a letter through S. Hasant Singhji explaining my letter to 
Dr. [G.G.] Narang, I did not write to you. Sardar Basant 
Singh left late by 2*3 days. 

My friends here did not object to the Pakistan part of the 
letter but to the parity part. As [for] Pakistan, tve had written 
undefined Pakistan as envisaged by its supporters, but Dr. Narang 
said that these words be removed to save his face. We were 
not prepared to mention self-determination nor he wanted it to 
be done. They have created trouble for Mnulana Daud. 

Maulana Azad wrote to Abdul Ghani that as there was 
very little time for nominations for the Central Assembly, their 
nominees could not be supported. But now for provincial elec* 
tions their party shall get 50 per cent of the seals for their nomi- 
nees. He has received another letter, the contents of which 1 
^viU know tomorro>v or the day after. 

Pandit Jawaharlalji is also said to have assured them at least 
50 percent of the seats, but I doubt this statement because Pan- 
ditji is not on the Board. So far Maulana Daud is not with 
them. 

We have discussed Muslim scats. At present we can nomi- 
nate five on the Congress Ucket and two [of] the labour seals on 
the Congress ticket and seven on the hfuslim Board ticket. We 
will need money for it; nay we need it immediately. 

We ivill need money for the Sikh seats and for a few Hindu 
seats. Amongst Sikhs our important people who have been to 
jail will need money. So amongst Hindus. Some of the Hindu 
scats we expect to get unopposed provided our choice is correct. 

We will require Rs. 5,50,000 as under:- 


hfuslims .2,50,000 

Sikhs 1,50,000 

Scheduled Caste 50,000 

Hindus 1,00,000 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


This estimate is prepared in consultation with Maulana Baud. 
I would suggest that the money be placed in the liands of Mau- 
lana Baud. He will spend it in consultation with me. Maulana 
proposes to keep a few Muslim preachers for three months. 

^ something between 20,000 

and 30,000. It is worth while doing so. We will not be able to 
collect much because all arc going to become busy in their elections. 

T rt fiJed his [papers] for a provincial seat. 

I do not think he wrote to you. In the beginning he grew 
keen to stick to the Centre. It may be a party move now. 

Sardar Basant Singh has arrived. He gave me your letter 
last night. Talks have begun with them. I am enclosing a draft 
for your perusaL It is proposed to issue this statement; tvith this 
he position of Nationalist Sikhs who are in the Akali party will 
become awkward and they may come over to us. Even if they 

on disappear. Talks are still going 

on. Adjustment of seats may be done on a majority ofLts. 

If you approve of this, ask the bearer to send a telegram say- 
ng approved . If not, please wire your instructions. 

Primary elections for the Scheduled Caste have begun. 

Our nomination papers are to be filed on 12 Becember. There- 
to decide about nominations at the latest before 
mLdadon. ■ P^°P°^fd to send seven copies of our recom- 

November. If you 

desire, one copy can be sent to each member. I will go to 
Bombay with those papers. ^ 

the 2^rd°TnTtr‘J^^’T'^ constituencies will be sent on 

the 22nd instant. In most cases it is expected the decision will 
be unanimous— where we differ n a ■ 

be with me J'lautana Baud is expected to 

Maulana Az^ ^S^it have been sent to your office by 

ward of 4ficL ^ ^ad r^iet Mr. Mot- 

Rs. f ° ' 0 ^“' "“PP^y ^^ts. He quoted 

two sets out of that- instruct the office people to buy 

two sets out of that amount and send them per bearer Thev 
are urgently required. P 

with^m!'\vr'lrrn about Rs. 18,000 

for the Central Assembl’y ^vho is' Expected ca^idate 

are favourable. ^ elected. His chances 
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I forgot to suggest above that the cliarge of money be given 
to Maulana [Daud] and me and not to the Board, because other 
friends will bring pressure to misspend it and also announce that 
the Congress is helping the Muslims, 

Pandit Nehru reaches the Punjab on the morning of the 18th 
and reaches Delhi on the morning of the 21st or the night of 
the 20th, 

The chances of success arc growing bright. We are trying 
our level best. 

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lai Puri* (father-in-law of Shri Bhim 
Sen Sachar) is contesting Sir Manohar LaP, the sitting member 
in the University constituency. Rai Bahadur (M.L. Puri] app- 
roached us and said that he was prepared to renounce his title 
'and apply for the Congress ticket provided we would accept liim. 
He also says that if we do not accept him as such, he is pre- 
pared to give an undertaking that he would join us after the 
elections. But lus past conduct shows that he is unreliable. No 
other candidate than Shri Bhim Sen Sachar can win this seat 
if the fight is triangular. The probabifity is Chat Rai Bahadur 
will withdraw if Sachar stands. But Sachar says that he would 
rather not stand at all than contest [against] his father-in-law. It is 
he only who can win this seat for University. If we leave the scat 
uncontested we will get a bad name. If we nominate any other 
person we lose. We can offer him two seats— one in the general 
constituency and one this, so that if lie loses in the University, 
he goes to the Assembly in bis general seat. If he succeeds he 
can resign his general seat which we will get in by-election. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gopichand Bhargava 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


* Leading advocate of Lahore in undivided Punjah and member of provincial 
council, 1934-37: also connected with Puojab Umveraty and several educational instl- 

2 Prominent economiit of Punjab and ttoriiog trustee of the Tribune Trust; 
Minister of Education in Punjab under Mootlbrd Refornis 
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Poona 

18 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

Your letter of tlic 15tli has just been delivered to me. I do 
not know how any promise of 50 per cent seats can be made to 
any party or group, unless there was any such understanding 
etween the Maulana [Azad] and the parties v/hen the settle- 
ment was brought about at the time of his last visit. I do not 
beheve that Jawaharlal would be a party to any such under- 
stan ing or assurance nor would he himself encourage such a 

Your budget seems to throw the whole responsibility on the 
en re. t is unfair and we must be able to raise a substantial 
um rom ^ e unjab. I should think it would be easy enough 
to raise a good sum from Lahore itself. There are also other 
cities in the Punjab which can contribute for this purpose. 

I am enclosing herewith a letter from Dr. Gokul Chand 
iNarang winch ivas received yesterday. I ha^'c not been able to 
^ve a rep but I -will do so after I reach Bombay tomorroiv. 
o not 'nun why he has written this letter to me at this late 
age. lie has imtten a similar letter to Bapu also. 

to University constituency, I have ivritten a letter 

Prof A asking him to send his reactions to 

Vipc -al Khan' s application for this constituency-. He 

rial Vio° application made to the prown- 

vet-A^ rr ‘ u ^ possible to send him, it would indeed be 
ry good, but I do not know the Hews of the local people. 

Manl^nri °° account of money from the President, 

Sen lo f ^ he had sent me the money I would have 
Rs 20 sunply wTote to me that he has got 

S hi kentT --d me. But 

tW “ ^^°SaI as it is needed 

tomolrolf and^*Sf Tko^LLd^ Bombay 

d y^ou some money^ from there in 

1 Nationalist Muslint of Punjab; then professes at Forman Christian College, Lahore 
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COMPLICATIONS m PROVINCES 


15J 


advance. We can settle the exact share of responsibility between 
the Centre and the province after our meeting in Bombay, which 
I expect will be arranged immediately after the Central Assembly 
elections. Of course, it must be understood that we must not 
lose any single seat for want of finance. 

I thought that you must have raised a good sum by this 
time locally but from your letter and from Maulana Daud’s 
letter it appears that nothing has been done a$ yet. 

Regarding the draft statement proposed to be pubtished, 
a copy of which is sent by you, I can only say that I cannot be 
a party to it or give my approval without reference to the Work* 
ing Committee or to the {Congress] President. It would create 
unnecessary complications. Individual members are not free 
to make a declaration of policy in the name of the Congress. 
They can only express their own individual opinion. I have made 
my own position clear so often that there can be no misunder- 
standing so far as my position is concerned. But if you ^vant 
me to give my approval to the statement to be issued regarding 
the position of the Congress on this question, that can only be 
done by tlie Working Committee. If any individual member 
were to do so, it would be misunderstood. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 

17 November 1945 

My dear Maulana, 

Your telegram about Diwan Chamanlal was duly received 
but I forgot to mention about it in my previous letter. When 
my telegram >vas sent to him at Lahore he was in Bombay. He 
came to see mo here aftec youc tdegtaia was received and he has 
assured me that the Congress will have no difficulty in capturing 
th.at seat and hence lie need not go to tlic Central Awembly 
from tljcre. But if he finds lliat there is any danger of losing 
the scat lie will certainly stand. 1 think his mind is in the 
province. Therefore, I have left it to him to decide as he likes. 

The following resolution was placed before the Working 
Committee; 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


In view of the approaching elections, the ^Vorking 
Committee draw special attention to the necessity for 
making special arrangements for voting for the men and 
Avomen in the armed forces and associated organisations. 
Full facilities should be prov'ided not only for those who 
arc in India but also for those who arc stationed abroad. 

In the event of any names of persons in the armed 
forces, who arc entitled to vote, not appearing in the elec- 
toral rolls, opportunity should be given for their inclusion. 

And the Working Committee simply decided that it should be 
referred to the Central Election Board for consideration. If vou 
thmk It necessary you may write to the Viceroy. I do not tliink 
he will do anything in the matter. 

Yesterday I sent you a draft manifesto for your approval 
as It has to be issued in the name of the Working Committee. I 
would suggest that you shoiv it to Prafulla Babu also. I have 
sent a copy to Mr. Kripalani. Pantji has, I believe, seen it from 
jawaharlal. I will try to send a copy to the remaining members. 

I do not know whether you have been able to look into 
Je affairs of the Bengal Prorincial Congress Committee. Nor 
do I know ivhat has been done about Sarat Babu and tlic For- 
ward Bloc. I understand he is going to the Centre. Has he 
consulted you and obtained your approval? I have received 
no proposals from Bengal as yet. 

Please let us know about the state of your health. 

Yours sincerely, 

, r , Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Calcutta 
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Poona 


My dear Jilaulana Sahib, 
Your letter of the 12th 
other letters of the 13th and 
today. 


18 November 1945 


inst. was received yesterday. Tivo 
loth inst. have also been received 


but as I haii’ VOT imte'tim!, “ English, 

am dicuting this'K.r,: “coLmisXe ' 



COMPLICATIONS IN' PROVINCES 

You may continua to amte in Urfu 

1 am going to Bombay ^ your letters hereafteJ 

if possible, to give you copies [of repties] to y 

in Urdu tvlrich may be more convenient for you to undentaml. 

Regarding your request to Matatrnaji for .sending Dr.^Gop^- 
chand to the Provincial Assembly, I showed your 
He says that Dr. Gopichaod knot« 

be able to decide what he should do rn ,^5 

view is that if Dr. Gopichaod feels that mtinest^ot^ 

province he should go to the decision on 

his duty to do so. He must Im able to 

his own responsibility. Gandhiji takes no m 

It is unneciary to enter inm the reamris i^s o why he^h 

out of these elections. He has done so ^ ^ 

therefore not inclined to give advice to anybody and m p 

mission should not be necessary. ^ 

men we met last in Bombay 1 '^‘'Vtbe’’mqS 
chand, and perhaps to you aim, tba ^ ® province 

expenditure for the purposes of thKe e portion that 

should be framed as early as as rte amount expec 

the Centre is expected “mnld be commnni- 

ted to be raised i" j Lve ^t it now from you 

eated to me as early as possible. I hase^^^ Gopiehand’s 
as also from Dr. Gopichand. r,„rden on me. You will 

letter that he has sbiited the provinces were to throw 

rb^rnlits-emfS^o^beCentre.^ 

m.r.oc:ita\d“enfr:’r:,d undoubtedly help whatever 

“'i::"-,-.. ... 1 - - ■ “* 

There may be a 'uf t ' comr ibuTe'' to' the local 

S'^redof^nrt-' "0 oSi'er cS ISothich 
Lahore is a faMV matter when Dr. Gopichand 
can contribute. Assembly deedo"* 

comes to Bombay after the ..ibstantial amount for imme- 

In the meanwhile I will It must be understood 

diate help as soon as I for ^yant of money, 

between us that no seats should be lost to 
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SARDAR pater’s CORRESPONDENCE 

About the University seat, there •was an application from 
Prof. Abdul Majid Khan about which I had written to you last 
week asking [for] your reactions to the same. 

P^Ddit Ja'svaharlal Nehru’s 'vdsit will be over by the time 
this reaches you and I will be anxiously awaiting your report 
about the results of his tour. I trust it ^vill clear the way for our 
success in the two Sikh constituencies for the Central Assembly 
as also raise the general tempo in favour of the Congress. 

If you think that Dr. Gopichand’s going to the Assembly 
is necessary you should be able to persuade him to do so. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Baud 
Lahore 
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EXTRACTS 


Berhampur (Ganjam) 
6 November 1945 

Revered Sardar, 

think it my duty to bring to your notice a very unpleasant 
situation that has a^en in the districts of Ganjam and Koraput 
^ connection wth the election to the Central Assemblv. 

These two districts are technicaUy in Madras for the purpose 
of the Central Assembly election, for it is held under the 1919 
Act and Orissa rs-as not then made a separate province. The 
Ganjam-cum-Vizag constitucnc>' lies in Orissa and Madras, and 
for that both the provinces are interested in the selection of a 
candidate for the same constituency. In 1935, when candidates 
ivere selected by the Congress for the general ejection to the Cen- 
^ egfrlaturc, Sri Bhulabhai Desai, who was then organising 
he election, came down to Berhampur, consulted the pro-^-incial 
Congr^s committee of Orissa as well as the Andhra PCC and 
A-.ath the agreement of both Mr. V. Gin' of Ganjam teas 


Indl. ^ sair.rd promin^.cc as PrrrMer.t, All- 

India R«!v.-ay.Ti;n'5 F«3cration and .^U-India Tradn Union Coneras.- -n-mbor On- 

'^P^^'tion’and Con^.^rcc, 
LaW^ 9-^7 -. ■ 19t7-51; U.-iion .Minitnr of 

r^Vco vd-ANcb.'u: beennin racenr- 

ejected" and .My»re, 1957^7; ckrted %^cc-Frc!;dent in 19C9; 
ccctcd P.^dent xn the vacancx- catned by the eadden death o.<- Dr. Zatir Htnain 



COMPLICATIONS IN PROVINCES 

T • J • 1 O'?? in romc to the pronncial legislature, 

selected. He resigned m 1937 two gentlemen 

Since then two by-elections returned. In the present 

of Vizagapatam distnct . j Congress Committee selected 

general election, the Orissa ProNina g consultation and 

Sri Blsivanath Das for that / leaders. But the 

agreement ivith most of the n n__nvc the selection of Sri 
Andhra PCC had not the courtesy to appio ^^^pnimendation to 
Bisivanalh Das in a on Sri Biswanath Das 

the Central Election Board. H „rnhablv have fought on 

been lifted, Andhra and Orhra »^ld probably 
that issue. But the ban was not lit ed. „ but 

Then the Andhra PCC ‘nem to the Orissa 

did not consult nor even oommumc^rf offended many of us 
PCC. This itself would not “> ,o start rival 

here had not the Andhra PCC thoug^ t proper to^^ 

Congress committees in Orissa. The North 

speaking areas have been wrong y > . jv.. set up a town 

V'izag District Congress compli«ted the 

Congress Committee at non-Congress secuons are 

Congress matters to a great exte . depicting the CongrMS 

taking advantage of this ““P “vinciol interest. This is an old 
as an organisation mimical to th p of the people and tins 

complaint against the Congro Y ■ C ijotjon. Recently 

is taken recourse to, tP'5“'l> “■ "''^“ statement appealing <o 
Dr. Pattabhi and myself iBued a J activities vnthin 

both the Andhras and the Onyas >» » P „„,c accusauon 

proper limit,. That statement ^'o'-gM “ ,be „ay in which 

which are sought to be stjcng c /-jentral Assembly has been 
the selection of the .“l ^kmgtess committees in Onssa 

made and the starting of the rival S 

by the Andhra people. coming 

These factors may have 
provincial elections. 

Hope you arc doing welL 


Yours sincerely, 
H. K. Mahtab 
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TELEGltAM 


Poona 

14 November 1945 


Harckruslina Afahtab 
Cuttack 

YOUR LETTER SIXTH RECEIVED TODAY. PRESS STATESIENT ISSUED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Poona 

14 November 1945 

My dear J.Iahtab, 

I got your letter of the 6th instant this morning. It means 
that it takes full one is'cck for your letters to reach here. Urgent 
matters should therefore be dealt with by telephone. 

\NTiat have you done about your selections of Scheduled 
Caste candidates? I have not received your proposals as yet. 

It is unfortunate that your province is involved in a futile 
controversy which could have been avoided if it had been brought 
to my notice at an early' stage. It was only' from your letter rece- 
ived today that I understood the situation properly. Straighta- 
v.'ay' I have given a statement to the Press [See enclosure] which 
svill clear much of the ground, but mischievous people are bound 
to take advantage of the situation. I trust this -iviU be of help 
to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 


156 



enclosure 


Poona 

14 November 1945 

V.lUbhbH.i r».cl b» tourf .be rollowies -U.™"- “ 

'■“w be. -b.^^ " 

bon m Ihe .Ib.ricu “J, Ck„„l ElMtiei. Eoerd bed 

the selections for the Central Assem >• nominee for this consti- 

declded to select Sjt. Bbwanath Das as ^ . b the Government 

tuency, subject to his disfiualificaiion ^ tli«juabrieatton were 

„r leda. Be. .. .b. orf... for .br J"; Crorf Br«to 

received at a very late stage and as there was n . Andhra Provincial 
BoorJ had b. uor.iob d,o comoU.r. madr 

0.as~. C«bn,b.«. ^otmmrr. .f.hcOrb. 

iu proporal «rtU.oo. ref^ea .o .b= ,hU brforr, i. woo'd 

tral Election Board had lime and had maling in decision, 

bare Ul™ ...p. .o CO-', •k" 0'-““ «. prejod'ced by 

The righu of .he Ortea ““‘oHoa coem'dre .h.l T "W ‘“f- 

.bU Klcc.ion and I wub u. „ pjj, pafrgnard .u righP «»d 

occasion arisa in future, steps will bcinc removed and no 

priyilcgc. Sib Bbwanad. Da.' “'‘T, nt view being avail- 

Other suiuble Oriya candidate from « tjjnc lel\ for 

able for enn.idrra,ion, .be deci.'nn wa. Ulen when .here war 
further reference. on his own 

It is not possible for any m w „5ncf3 without obtaining sanc- 

inltiatlve with regard to the boundaries o pro behalf of any 

tion from his party, and theroffwe “y ' jhis will clear any mis- 

candidate would be of no avail. I tr^ ccount of the altitude of the 

undentanding that may have arfam of the Central Election 

Andhra Provincial Congross Committee orthedec.s.o 

Board. j understand that the North 

From the nccoonis of Ori»a <^"5^" Congrro conon'liee a. 

Vizag district committee of Andhra nrolicalion created at thu stage 

Berhampur. This, if true, is an unnecessary co P Committee as 

and steps wiU be taken to rectify the matter y 
soon as possible. 


1 Member, Legislative Assembly 
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s.^RDAR Patel’s correspondence 


Under the drcumitanccs I appeal to Orissa Congressmen to stop this 
controversy and support the Central Board's nominee wholeheartedly in the 
election. We are passing through a period of serious crisis in the history of our 
country and Congressmen can ill afford to raise controversies o'.'cr minor 
isrucs. They must present a united front and tiy to secure an overwhelmmg 
majority in the prorincial elections which arc of vital importance to the coun- 
try as a whole. It was Orissa svhich gave the first signal of rictory in the 
last elections. It has made tremendous sacrifices and gone through uttparal- 
leled suffering through the past three years. People on the whole are whole- 
heartedly for the Congress and it is for the Congress to reap the benefit of 
mass asvakening. 
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Kudla 
8 November 1945 

My dear Sardaijij 

.■Mlovr me to thank you for your veiy kind and consoling 
letter. Even the Congressmen of Orissa are av.fuUy annoted 
tsdth the treatment meted out to the Utkal PCC by the .Andhra in 
nominating one for the Vizag, Ganjam and Koraput districts. This 
area includes Vizag, and Andhra district vrith about 60% voters 
ts'hile it has Ganjam and Koraput tvith about 40 % voters and 
also having a fairly good number of Orisa voters in the Vizag 
district- No Orha has been returned from this constituenev' ever 
since its inception in 1920. The non-acceptance of my nomi- 
nation even before the rejection by the Governor-General of my 
petition has been resented by Congressmen and taken up by the 
Oriya reactionaries as a platform to ra.ke up Oriya and Andhra 
feelings 

District by-elections are goins on in Orissa. In Balasore 
district all Congress candidates are returned uncontested. In 
the districts of Cuttack out of 32 seats, 23 are already uncontes- 
ted. In Sambalpore district 8 scats are uncontested- In the 
districts Pun and Ganjam there is contest srith the Communists 
and also vrith the reactionaries. Results are awaited and ivill 
be intimated in due course. 

AVhth pranams. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bissvanath Das 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 


My dear Biswanath Das, _ ^ t cnrrv 

I have received your le.W of |he 8‘h ' Z S 

to find that Congressmen i" ^dine the Central Assembly 

sion of the Central Election Board ireg g ,, has been 

nominee ofGanjan. district. The .ester- 

made clear by me in my °*“i„“71st hase’given 

day svhich you must l-ttve read »n<l wheW ^ 

satisfaction to all concerned. If 1 i-rritiinate irrievanccs. 

easily have taken steps to redress 

Whatever the Andhra committee may reiection of your 

made by the Central Board was on y after the rejection > 

application by the Govcrnor-Gcncra . 

The District Board electiom elections; 

The general feeUng of the people ts and some of 

but Congress tvorkers are not dtsaplmed ^ 

them are always on the lookout for an opportun. y 
trouble to serve their own ends. 

In the matter of m rLommend only 

rrl^om;u“r„rdermSe1o;-a.a„d^^^^^^^^^^ 

The atmosphere of united action should not be 

disturbed by people working on party m . Vtive 

You must have "‘>5“'='^. j”' “'^rMmLbou has passed 
formed an association at Jamshedpur. Mr. Mahtab. 

a resolution ^vhich contains a vu gar people 

They have sent me a copy. I °° in >our province 

are, but evidently attempts are betng made > 
by disgruntled groups to create trouble. jisqualifica- 

I do not know exactly f"^didaie selected for the 

tion is to expire but tliere must Iw make ^vay by >*3031- 

Provincial Assembly >vho %vould be ^ ^-ould 

ing his scat for you whenever he K disqualification 

have escaped much of these difiicu . been available 

had not come in the way and your 
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to US for legislative work. I know that you will do your best 
even from outside, but your position as the leader of the Assemb- 
ly Party would have spared us all this trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Biswanath Das 
Berhampur 
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TELEGRAM 

Cuttack 
10 November 1945 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

DIFFICULTi' SUPPORTING NARAYANAinjRTHY. INTIILATE YOUR OFFICE 
LETTER D.\TED EIGHTH. 

SECRETARY UTKAL PCC 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 
9 November 1945 

Haretrushna Mahtab 
Secretary 

Provincial Congress 
Cuttack 

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED UTKAL PROVTNCLAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
NOT YET OFFICLALLY SUPPORTING NARAYANAMURTHY CENTRAL 
ASSEMBLY. PLEASE TAKE IMMEDIATE STEPS mS PRECOGNITION AND 
SUPPORT. WIRE PrEPLA*. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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telegram 


Cuttack 

12 November 1945 


Sardar Patel 
Poona 

YOUR WIRE. PLEASE REFER MV LETTER DATED 
NARAYANAMURTIIY. 


WE SUPPORT 
MAHTAB 


13 November 1945 


Dear Friend, . ,, _ written 

I have received your letter of the 9th. to me that 

to Mr. [Harekrushna] Mahtab about it and 
they haie decided to support Mr. Narayanamurthy. 
will be no difficulty. Yours sincerely, 

Patel 


B.V.N. Satyanarayana 

Secretary _ _ 

Berhampur Andhra Town Congress Commi 
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Poona 

II November 1945 


My dear Mahtab, , y^ur province. 

I get no reports from you or from .ijy»s nomination 

What is this quarrel about Mr. Naraya It 

for the Central Assembly from the Ganjam con decision 

some people from your province are no _ must settle 

loyally. The time for election is very c o -Qjnmittec in youf 
this controversy and ask the local Congr 


S.C.-H.U 
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province to support his candidature. The Congress must not 

lose this seat, ^ * , , i 

Your report about the Provincial Assembly proposals is 

awaited I hope you are contesting all the seats, including the 

Muslim’ and special constituencies. 

What have you done about the Depressed Classes seats? The 
panel elections' must be very near. Their proposals have not yet 
been received. 

One of the seats for the Central Assembly has been secured 
unopposed. I have heard nothing about the other. Who is 
opposing our candidate? Is there any difficulty or is the contest 
serious? Please send me a full report immediately. 

You must keep on writing to me at intervals, giving me 
information of your province at least till the elections are over. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 
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Cuttack 
21 November 1943 

Revered Sardarji, 

Received your letters of the 11th and 14th instant. I replied 
to you by wre that the last date for the publication of the final 
electoral roll is 20 Januar)' and the dates for nomination etc. 
have not yet been announced. The Governor recently said in 
a speech that in this province the elections may be held a little 
later than in other provinces because of the delay in the prepara- 
tion of the electoral roll. So there is no urgency in making our 
recommendations. 

I am really sorry I could not 'write to you regularly as I 
ought to have done. A week or two after the lifting of the ban 
on the Congress committees Government ordered elections of 
district boards of all the districts and we had to be very busy 
in that connection. Now in four districts out of five D.B. elec- 
tions arc over and in the fifth, the elections will be held on 19 
December. In four districts, the Congress has come out with 
flying colours defeating the Radical Democratic Party in one 

1 Primary elections to choose a panel of candidates 
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district and the Communists in another. In the district of Bala- 
sore all the seats we won uncontesled. In Pun, Communis s 
ira party contested the Congress and only yesterday the result 
svas out. ^ All the Communist candidates have been badly defea- 
ted and some of them have forfeited their deposit money In 
Suttact the Radical Democratic Party set up some candidate 
Ld they too have been defeated. The election m Ganjam wil 
take olara on the 19th. and Bisivanath Babu is busy in that 
efuneettan. There too we will have to encounter the Commu- 

nist menace. , . • 

As regards the Central Assembly election, there are two 
conteris one entirely our own and the other jointly with the 

T au-’pcr As regards the Cuttacfc-Puri constituency, there 

U no dorbMhat Bhagfrathi Mahapatra. our candidate, will sweep 
, “ oSLnd our aim is to have the opponent’s deposit mon^ 
the polls an , • .i,g jj^ad of the Radical Democratic 

forfeited. Th".pi«n="!^ « ^ ^ave set 

uS a cSdate for the Central Assembly. He h.as brought some 
p^fessrnal women volunteers from Calcutta and this ha. gone 

against him all the .y. constituency, Narayanamurthy 

wilUura/n-S! °YrrfaTemfnt has fully cleared the atmo- 
sohere and the provinciaUsU ate now silenced. 

T think I ought to keep you informed of a move that we have 
a old here Here generally the anti-Congress parties are formed 
adopted 1 ere. M landholders. This time 1 have somehow 

at the instanc ^ remain neutral, 

brought round Nilkantha and the so-called Forward 

It is for thrs ""“ties for elections. I think I 

Bloc people ™ ,y remains to contest the Congress 

shall sec that n , , -lections. Of course we will contest all 

in the coming special ones— Scheduled Castes, MusHms, 

the seats including , the seate. I shall let you know 

landholder, commerce, ^^et you and discuss 

the whole -hen wc meet. Selection. 

tvith Bihar, we have some claim 

With regari „i,h Rajendra Babu over the 

mSter I 1.0^= the maUer trill be settled rvrthout reference 

to you. ^ 

Hope you are doing well. 


Yours sincerely, 
H. Mahtab 
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Poona 

14 November 1945 


My dear Dr. PattabM & My dear Prakasam, 

You must have noticed that a good deal of discontent has 
arisen in the Ganjam and Koraput districts of Orissa in connec- 
tion svdth the Central Assembly nomination. It •tvould have been 
better if your committee had consulted the Orissa committee. 
l^Iischievous people have taken advantage of this and started 
pardes against the Congress in Orissa. The district committee 
of North Vizag has created a further difficult}' by setdng up a 
tosvn Congress committee at Berhampur. Such complications 
should have been avoided during elecrions. Orissa province has 
suffered much on account of factions during the last three years. 
Some of those dissatisSed in the matter of selecdons are natmrally 
taking advantage of this situadon. Please do something to help 
the Orissa people in their difficulty. If necessaiy', run up to the 
place and setde the affairs by satisBing them in their legitimate 
grievance. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbfiai Patel 
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EXTRACT 


Chandni Chauk 
Cuttack 
28 December 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhaiji, 

I v.-as very much touched svith your friendly letter of 3 
November 1945 and it ’.vent a long -vvay to soothe my disturbed 
state of mind at the dme. Your friendly -vvords -vvere like a breath 
of zeph}T bringing humane touch -svliich I had missed in the 
v.-ay things -svere handled by local gents here. 

It is true I have been suffering from blood pressure these 
four years and witn the inhuman sufferings of the Congress and 
i&4 
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the country' I was no doubt in a bad condition in 1944*45. It is 
also equally true that ray health improved very much as soon 
as Malutmaji and most of you Congress leaders svere released. 
Somehow my iiealtii was the barometer of the great national de- 
pression hut it is quite untrue that I ever had a stroke in the 
Central Assembly Hall or elsewhere. . . . 

With the release of Congressmen last September, many a 
cock and bull story went about and I mention here just one 
or two. It was given out that those, who did not go to jail in 
the 1942 movement, arc traitors and should not be allowed any 
oflicc .and they talked of the secret circular of the High Com- 
mand. About me it was talked that Sardar Patel had noted 
R. Das’ non-attendance in the Assembly and did not want him 
to continue. Most cruelly and unlbrlun.itcly such scandalous 
nctvs came through young Congress workers and it did hurt me at 
the lime. I wotc a letter to Bhulabhaijt (copies of the letter of 
4 October to Bhiilahhaiji and bis reply of 12 October arc enclos- 
ed). In a previous letter (of 23 September) I wrote to Bhula- 
bhaiji as follows: 

“I enclose herewith a copy of my application to Achaiya 
Kripalani for selection as Congress candidate for the 
Central Assembly from the Cuttack-cum*Pnri district non- 
Mohamadan constituency of Orissa province for your 
valued recommendation to Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, who 
now is placed by the Working Committee in charge of the 
election sub-committee work. There is a spirit of intolerance 
and impatience amongst the younger section of Congress 
workers that old-stagers need not be even Congress Parlia- 
mentarians, but I always thought our long memory and 
long range of thought and action entitle us to be the 
best counsellors to the Congress and the country. I can scent 
a similar spirit of impatience all over India, but this is a 
phase that has to be experienced through. That is why 
I ask you not only to recommend my name in writing to 
Vallabhbhaiji but also to speak to him personally.” 

You may verify through Sri Prakasaji, who \vas secretary 
of the Congress Assembly Parly, if tlie story that I had a stroke 
had any truth in it. The Statesman of 17 November, 1945, in 
its Orissa Newsletter gave another version: 

“Mr. B. Das’ application has been rejected because of his 
ill-healtli. It is said that Mr. Das could not actually attend 



166 


SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONTJENCE 

the voting once during the last session of the Assembly due 
to high blood pressure from which he is suffering.” 

It ■was strange, very strange, that the local Parliamentaiy’ 
Board at no time told me of your intentions, not even v/hcn they 
accepted my application and recommended my name unanimously 
to you. The secretary wrote to me on 13 October 1945; 

“ . . . the Utl:al Selection Board has recommended favour- 
ably to the Central Election Board and you can now pro- 
ceed in your election campaign as you think best.” 

Your snre rejecting my candidature "was conveyed to me at 
7 p.m. on 20 October. I put some query to the secretary' of the 
Utkal Pro%’incial Congress Committee on the 22nd (copy of 
letter enclosed) to ■rs’hich I had no reply. Simultaneously I ■^vrote 
a letter to Mr. Mahtab taking him then as a member of the 
"IVorking Committee. Copy of the letter and his reply enclosed. 

I have obes’ed your orders. You will see from my letter of 
4 October to Bhulabhaiji how much I hold you in high 
esteem. Let me tell you, now that politics is out of my head 
and I do not worry’ over things, that I am very much better. I 
apologise that I shorved impatience and sent you and others so 
many rvires over my rejection as a parliamentary’ candidate. I 
must confess I felt floored at the time. Norv I am thankful to 
God and to you that I am having a respite from big political 
•\vorries; perhaps because I was a keen political student I used to 
feel too much. 

But I seek redress over my personal honour rs'ith the Con- 
gress High Command. If I was and I am a trusted Congressman 
and a true patriot I again aclmowledgc with gratitude your 
very’ friendly’ appreciation of my’ past scrsices to the Congress and 
the country’. The local selection board, which Imew your mind 
before, ought to have told me of it than my suddenly knosring 
of it from an extract of your telegram on the es ening of 20 Octo- 
ber 1945. Incidentally’, it explains the psychology of my’ frantic 
telegrams and letters. Surely I remain a patriot and national work- 
er even nov,’. I feel I was not treated by the local selection board 
or those who were in close negotiations vrith you rrith the cour- 
tesy, consideration and respect due to a party man and an elderly 
statesman. 

IVhat I ask for is an honourable appreciation of the situation. 
Any’ enquiry’ vrill res’eal that an old loy’al CongrKsman and patriot 
has been inflicted vrith deep humiliation and rough -usage -that 
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apprcdaUon of that position. 

\S’Uh my svarm respects. Yours sincerely, 


Sanlar Vallabliblni Patel 
Congress House 
Girgaon 
llombay 


Bombay 
6 January 1916 

My dear U. Das, . rj.c-nibcr and I ant glad 

I have rccchch your has, » 

that my previous leltcr of 3 ^gain ihot the 

soollieil your fcelhiss. I ; of y^r candidature was the 

only reason for tire n is nothins else asainst you. 

eonsidcratlon of your '"f'';; /doling, were rulilcd and 
I was grieved to ftud tliat y<>V'T""|;,o Congress organisation is 
felt liurt tliat you were i,„„g there will be many inore 

growing mucli stronger country in '"J, " 

openings for Congrewmen to The Congress 

sMc positions in various j people like you, as .1 !» 

will iced the services of U n.e„ who can shoul. 

been suITcrlng from "'^■Sation. You must get wel as soo 

dcr the responsibi try time comes for sud. a call, 

as possible and be ready «'>'■■ y„ur, sine'te'i;' 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. B. Das 
Cuttack 
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Aladras 
28 September 1945 

My dear Vallabbbhai, 

I was too late when I tried to get at you. You had left 
for Poona. I hope you are maintaining at least the same level of 
health. 

The enclosed is a milder version of the Central story in the 
Andhra^ Patrika for ivhich Dr. P.’s friends are responsible. The 
impression sought to be created is that Dr. P, has been pitched 
upon by you as leader, and that it is an integral part of the big 
plan! 

Yours affectionately, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel 
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1 December 1945 

l^Iy dear VaHabhbhai, 

This is_ to confirm my telegram. I am sending you a copv of 
the resolution adopted by 143 prominent Congressmen of "the 
province, PGC members and others. They are sending a depu- 
tation consi^mg of Dr. Rajan, A. Vaidyanatha Iyer of Madura, 
A. Ved^thnam (Salt Sats-agraha, Vedaranvam), C. Perumal- 
srvami Reddiar, President, North Arcot Dhtrict Congress Gom- 
rmttee, and M. C Veerbahu PiUai, AICG member for Tinne- 

r ^^'Piain matters. 

Kindly give them a full hearing at some convenient time. 


Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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EXTRACTS 


COPY OF RESOUrriON 

A. .r .h. W.1 r-v^al ^»src» 

who have given of their best to the Congr» or o \\'c have 

much concerned over the ,ta.c of Congre« afTa.r, .n ^ 

,„d S,i A™a„aUi Pillai-. !«.- da.-l '''“''“’’"'“I'", he ha. 
Indian National Consrc, and »c ani.ml, astoo >v..b b 
stated thordn. In .pito of out .hold, oat, ed at the 

Tamil Nadn Con,re. I'eetidenf. a.u.aoee ,n h.. ^ „ o„„ber 

meeting of the provincial Congeea, Committee ,e ■ bout thitty in 

last, the vaeancL in the ITovineial Congres. Co'»m,t« .b»yb.. Le 
number, .ere I, lied by eomption in a partisan eptr.t an 

strengthened by the determination ^V.!',*J““j’lie proviiictal Congress 

provincial Congresi committee to exclude R J j 

. t on the Consre« ^Vorking 

We are therefore of opinion “X" „„„ provincial board 

Committee that a representative and itfong p .^^mmendations should 

should be set up for Tamil Nad and .he f Tommi.lre ol die 

not be left to .he sole di.ere.ion of .he present .orbing 


II 1. our considerrd view that pa.liamtntary 
Rajaji's leadership. 


,votk in this province rKiulrei 


188 

The Cricket 


Club of India Ltd. 

Brabournc Stadium 
Bombay 
8 November 1945 


My dear Sardarji, . . mornine of the 

I hope to rcncli Poona some time on j 

Uth (Wednesday) and would very l»ii^ i could 

be grateful if you will be so good as to le ^cch 

come to the clinic and meet you. ^ j to get 

of your time than would be necessary, but 
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your advice upon might take from 30 minutes to an hour. I 
iiope very much that you will be so good as to afford me this 
opportunity. I have always looked upon you as an adviser in 
time of stress and my visits to you in Bombay in the old days 
oficred me great relief and joy. 

I would like to see Bapu as well but that will only be for 
about a quarter of an hour mainly to have darshan of him. That 
gives me peace. I will, if I am allowed, sec him after I have 
seen you. 

I trust you have been well, and the treatment at the nature 
clinic lias improved you, and your pain has abated. Please re- 
member me to Smt. Maniben. 

With pranams to you and Bapu. 

Yours very sincerely, 
P. Subbarayan 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
9 November 1945 

My dear Dr, Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter of the 8th inst. I shall certainly be 
delighted to sec you here on the 14th any time after 2 p.m. 

The rejection of Mrs. Subbarayan’s candidature ought not 
to make the slightest difTcrence between our friendship and you 
can always look to me for any advice you may ss-ant at any 
time. No rumours or stories about her rejection should be given 
credence to by you or by her. My opinion about both of you 
remains the same. I have spoken to Bapu about your coming on 
the 14th and he ssdll certainly see you for a few minutes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 

The Cricket Club of India Ltd. 

Braboume Stadium 
Bombay 
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4 Kondi Chetty Street 
George Town 
Madras 
12 November 1945 


Dear Sardarji, . to exactly 

Rtpom reach me that Nation to the hap- 

make out the situation »n 'Tcmil Nad Congress Com- 

peninga at the Tripura Nttlitndram Tam.l Nad 

mittee meeting. , , . Raiaii wants 

Tlte issue before Tamil Nad « J him and 

to become the premier aga.n.I amt „ thing spoken 

has no confidence in h»s leaders p- . ^ confuse the 

or written about is only a of the TNCC attended 

people outside. 17’ 0“^?^ >S‘ i„t„ Tam- 

the meeting. The Rajaji group Several thousands 

manyHall methods possible to secure d. 

of rupees were spent, result was that they 

cajoled, coerced or talked^ into. __ - ^ resolution in fayoy^*" 

could not get a majority m . majority against Rajaji s 

of Rajaji. Finding an croup agreed to withdraw 

leadenhip, the leaders of the , hey did their best and 

their resolutions. At the very las decisive issue arose for 

ultimately accepted defeat. r die TNCC. There the 

voting, namely, the co-option of members 

Working Oommitlec’s suppottem ^ I dnee resigned. 

The one was Sri A. Vaidyanatha Iyer „ if 

After tills crushing defeat, the scenes. You 

some compromise had been . j, Ramaraj Nadar, Presi- 

must have read the wrically denying it. Sn 

dent of the TNCC to the AM “''f' ? of the TNCC 

Kamaraj only made a &u„gtess and seeking 

meeUng welcoming Rajaji back into the Co g 
his co-operation. . ^ t^c TNCC meet- 

As for the operaUve "“I"™” of the TNCC itnali- 
i„g_there are ti™. One_eo„firm^^.he CC fmm 


ing there arc two. O"® -^nalachari to . 

dating the election of C. Raj ^ powers in the Tamil 

Trichengode. The other one vested complete P 
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Nad Congress Working Committee to do all things for the Provin- 
cial ^Vsscmbly elections. 

You svill thus note that we, for our part, have still no confi- 
dence in Rajaji’s leadership, and arc not prepared to entrust the 
affairs of tlic province in his hands, in view of his past as well as 
his present attitude. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 

Itly dear Muthuranga Mudaliar, 

I have received your letter of 12th instant which gives 
me the full official point of view of the Tamil Nad Congress Com- 
mittee. From the papers it was difficult to obtain any coherent 
idea of the situation. The general impression created outside from 
the Press reports was that there was some sort of understanding 
arrived at between Rajaji and the president of the Tamil Nad 
Congress Committee. I saw the contradiction by Sjt. Kamaraj 
Nadar subsequently, but it docs not seem to be consistent 
with his prenous speech at the opening of the Tamil Nad Con- 
gress Committee. Ho\s-cver, if in fact there is nothing in it, 
so much misunderstanding should not have been allowed to be 
created for such a long time. 

I trust that the election campaign is going on smoothly and 
cfficiendy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri C. N. Mutliuranga ^ludaliar 
4 Kondi Ghetty Street 
G.T., Aladras 
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Aladras 
15 November 1945 

Aly dear Vallabhbhai, 

I hope this will reach you in Poona. Thank you for your 
kind note of the 6th. 
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You read my k.t.r to Bapu Ka^mj B, I 
ing a deceitful game. With fnen * . . g^t^vliile compa- 

he plead, for time to eitmeate him *e 

nions. Though he i. obviously deceiving, I am giving 
time, taking all he says at face value. 

He signed and sent he did not fulfil his 

at the Madura meeting of the PC . contrary to his 

promise. He omitted vital matters an (default as due to 

proposed intentions. He now from his friends, 

want of sufficient boldness to break of want- 

I had asked those who everything. As many 

ing to do many things on my ° . P present had actually 

as 75 members out of a total of 175 me and 

signed and given a requisition for on my advice 

opposing the campaign against m . •,} Jresv all their propo- 

aLepled Kumuraj's pica for P.““X,dy “ '‘“P 

sitions. But on his part he immed .-^5 all opposed to 

filled the rCC with 30 or 35 “■??'“* a ’ He has done no- 

me, and ever since is repeating Ins double 8. m - 
thing to execute Ins promise to end the c ■ This 

I fear the province will go into the hand^ j^at 

may appear to be strong language ™,p,ion will be ruling, 
and nofliing else. '">‘'"‘^’'‘“".,,‘‘"'1 “S m ''‘'"S' 

Tlicy do not want one who will not yiem 
who has public support of Ins own. ^ „a„,s here and 

Yon say you arc pained you can help if yo“ 

ivish to know how you can help. whispering propa- 

makc up your mind. They arc sti Y destroy me! 

ganda campaign that you arc be n present 

You svill ruin this fair province it > selections. The 

Tamil Nad Working Committee but they will not 

Andhras will manage their own s ^be Tamil districts, 

do the right thing nor can they, jn r | for this 

If you select and set up a sound par . jj- desire my assis- 
. province, the atmosphere will be clanficd. It 7° 
tance in this, I can advise you. 

Anyway, love. Raja 

[Rajagopalachan] 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 



27 November 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. I am surprised 
that such stories are circulated in your province and is believ ed by 
other people. Shri Rajagopalachari is one of my dearest friends 
and life-long colleague. It is a black lie to say that I am not 
•vvilling to allow him into the legislature and that I have express- 
ed such opinion to Sjt. V. V. Giri. You can write to Sjt. Giri 
about it and I am sure he will flatly contradict it, because I 
have never to him or to anybody expressed such an opinion. I 
vrould any day welcome Rajaji’s coming back to the legislature, 
because I knov.’ that he is head and shoulders above all Congress- 
men in the prosance in ability, integrity and sincerity. All I can 
say is that I am distressed to find that such stupid rumours are 
circulated about responsible people and credence is given by 
Congressmen to such stories. 

Yours sincerely, 
\^allabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Sivagurusami 
8/12 Somasundra Road 
Coimbatore 
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22 December 1945 

The President 

Tamil Nad Congress Committee 
Dear Friend, 

I have been asked fay a Christian friend to consider the fol- 
lowing suggestions for Christian candidates from Tamil Nad for 
the ^Madras Legislative Assembly: 

Tamil Nad: For 2kfadras: Dr. Ramchandra Rao. He is an 
old Congressman. Though a Protestant, he sstII get active help 
from my Catholic friends. He is well liked and am assured, ^vill be 
well supported. Catholic votes are about 60 per cent in this 
174 
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connltuency. H. is well .o do and wiU not -d any financial 
help; he isures me he ™11 stand only tf he P 

.he upp« Hon. - 

one Mr. Jerome Saldanha of Ramehandfa Rao for 

will fight and win. If you nomina Jerome Sal- 

the liwer House from Madras. 

danha to sign our pledge f"' “PP ( ,„en. sitting 

menS^, eon^ in'::ga^-en m do and rather 

amhitious, 1 hear: Gooil man, (present sitting 

For women's seat: Mrs. Mn"''”"’"' ^nriU win. I-ocal 
member)— old and tried j „oiild request you 

people may wish to display .I s "J' , Catholics pre- 

to lindly cl.eet this tendency , because they have 

dominate, we should select Cathohes as a rule, 
no chance in any other province. ^ 

For the other Christian scats m Ta i t juTcrenccs among 
ins ynn details soon. So far there are some 
my Congress friends. _ l. C. Pias* 

On the West Co-ist: la^We^ and Congressman 

Court Road. Mangalore. A fo/lcars and resigned m 

of standing; been in local muni '^Congressmen. He will be 
1312 at our bidding with 30 oA ,,„p, defeat, 

opposed by one Mr. ’ 

though the fight will be stitf. . . apply for the 

Lm here. Mr. FclU "toquerq^ and wealthy, but 

Congress ticket. He is a e«>d y?“"S J" popular-sperially 

he own, a liquor distillery and is no. so very p 
in Br. Cochin where vote is heavy. committee, 

Mr. Albuquerque ““y neeep.able to *= cons.i- 

but I would urge the case of Bias as m 

tuency. . . Knut these suggestions. 

Please let me know your opinion a sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
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27 November 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. I am surprised 
that such stories arc circulated in your province and is believed by 
other people. Shri Rajagopalachari is one of my dearest friends 
and life-long colleague. It is a black lie to say that I am not 
willing to allow’ him into tiie legislature and that I have express- 
ed such opinion to Sjt. V. V. Giri. You can write to Sjt. Giri 
about it and I am sure he will flatly contradict it, because I 
have never to him or to anybody expressed such an opinion. I 
would any day welcome Rajaji’s coming back to the legislature, 
because I know that he is head and shoulders above all Congress- 
men in the province in ability, integrity and sincerity. .Ml I can 
say is that I am distressed to find that such stui)id rumours arc 
circulated about responsible people and credence is given by 
Congressmen to such stories. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Sivagurusami 
8/12 Somasundra Road 
Coimbatore 
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22 December 1945 

The President 

Tamil Nad Congress Committee 
Dear Friend, 

I have been asked by a Christian friend to consider the fol- 
lowing suggestions for Christian candidates from Tamil Nad for 
the Jkladras Legislative Assembly: 

Tamil Nad: For Madras: Dr. Ramchandra Rao. He is an 
old Congr^sman. Though a Protestant, he will get active help 
from my Catholic friends. He is w’ell liked and am assured, will be 
ivell supported. Catholic votes are about 60 per cent in this 
174 
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constituency. He is well to do and will not need any financial 
help; he assures me he will stand only if he is adopted as a 
Congress candidate. 

He is eligible for the Upper House as well. But here perhaps 
one Mr. Jerome Saldanha of Mangalore (present sitting member) 
will fight and sv^in. If you nominate Dr. Ramchandra Rao for 
the Lower House from Xfadras, I will try and get Jerome Sal- 
danha to sign our pledge for the Upper House scat. 

For Taticorin scat; A/r. Victoria Roche (present sitting 
member). He should come in again, is well to do and rather 
ambitious, I hear: Good man, and svill win. 

For ivomen’s seat: Mrs. Maslhamam Pillay (present sitting 
member) — old and tried Congresswoman — will win. Local 
people may wish to displace this lady; but I svould request you 
to kindly check this tendency. In the South, where Catholics pre- 
dominate, we should select Cadioltcs as .1 rule, because they have 
no citance in any other province. 

For tlie other Christian sc.ats in Tamil Natl, I will be send- 
ing you details soon. So far there arc some di/fercnces among 
my Congress friends. 

On the West Coast: Mangalore etc.: Mr. L. G. Pias, of 
Court Road, Mangalore. A svclJ-to-do lasvyer and Congressman 
of standing; been in local municipality for years and rcsipied in 
1942 at our bidding with 30 other Congressmen. He will be 
opposed by one Mr. O. L, Lobo, whom we hope to defeat, 
though the fight will be stiff. 

From here, Mr. Felix Albuquerque will also apply for the 
Congress ticket. He is a good young man too and wealthy, but 
he owns a liquor distillery and is not so very popular— specially 
in Br. Cochin svlicrc vote is heavy. 

Mr. Albuquerque may be preferred by the local committee, 
but 1 would urge the case of Pias as more acceptable to the consti- 
tuency. 

Please let me know j’our opinion about these suggestions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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20 December 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 4th instant on my return 
from Calcutta. I am surprised that you take exception to my 
having expressed my honest opinion about the mischievous and 
false rumours that were being spread in your province about my 
attitude towards Rajaji’s leadership, in reply to a letter that was 
•written to me by some Congressman from South India, %vhom I 
did not know. He was entitled to have a reply and I have given 
it to him as it was due from one Congressman to another. Your 
interpretation of that letter is wholly unfounded. There is no 
desire on my part of forcing him in your midst as you suggest in 
your letter, but you cannot expect me to suppress my opinion if 
it is asked for, especially when I was told that my name ^vas 
being exploited for making propaganda against Rajaji’s return 
to the Congress. 

I do not believe for a moment that the Congress should close 
its doors against people ’ivho have taken no part in the last 
struggle. All our sacrifices would be in vain if we would not 
absorb talents at our disposal and decided to close its doors against 
people who have rendered services in the past and made sacri- 
fices more than we have done during our time, simply because 
on one occasion they differed from us. 

My opinion about C. R. given in that letter was not intended 
for publication. It was -written in reply to a letter received from 
a Congressman. But I stand by every word of what I have said 
in that letter. You talk of hatred for his leadership in your 
letter, which wall perhaps not allow you to appreciate or under- 
stand my viewpoint. We have worked together practically for a 
lifetime and we kno-\v each other’s worth. We have differed oc- 
casionally on vital matters but difference of opinion, however 
strong and unpleasant, had not affected nor -will it affect in the 
future our regards and affection as well as our understanding of 
each other. You cannot expect me to suppress my opinion about 
his worth but the question of leadership does not rest ndth me. 
176 
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U entirely tvlth the provlnec nnd noWy from ouulde want, 
to impose him if he is not wnnlcd. sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


D. R. Arunachalam, Rsq. 

Dc\'aloUai 

S. India 


20 December 19^5 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, ^ r. i na 

I had your letter of the 3rd mst. at ^ affairs in 

I hope Mr. -Mar AU'i cITorts will s 

Tamil Nad. The atmosphere there, aa ar j 

letten that arc being received, u it ' pi,crc is required, I 

and merul wort, Tor which a and some people “e 

feel that the politic.al water is veiy help in setthng 

bent upon stiS^ng this. We hate interest the results 

it down. We are awaiting with ,n see the province 

of Mr. Asar Air. elTorts. We do "“^'/Jnetions. if all of 
of Tamil Nad being a cockpit of parlim nominee, who 

you can contribute in that direction and Iwlp 
is there, it would be a good beginning made. 

Hope you both arc doing wdl. sincerely. 


Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Tiruchengodu 
Salem Dist. 
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Madras 
23 December 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, ji.tr 

Many thanks for your kind lette . 
Asaf is going to you by aw. 

He will tell yon what ho has done. 


S. C.-1I-12 
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Unless you help him v/ith your practical wisdom and firm- 
ness, I wonder what the poor man will do. He has given some 
decisions and resen-cd some. 

Here is a copy of a telegram I have [sent] to Maulana 
Saliib on account of difficulties created by his decision on the 
Tiruchengodu election. 

I am ^vTiting in haste. 

Yours affectionately, 
C. Rajagopalachari 


ENCLOSURE 

TELEGRAM 


Madras 
23 December 1945 

Maulana Azad 

19A Ballygunj Circular Road 

Calcutta 
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EXTRACT 


Trichinopoly 
24 December 1945 


Dear Vallabbbliai, 

I am leaving Madras for Trichinopoly today and write as 
from there. There is an impression that Sri Karaaraj Nadar 
has been saying that if a composite parliamentary board is 
formed, he would have no objection provided Rajaji is not in 
it. Any board, even though otherwise composite, will not in my 
opinion be satisfactory. It will only create fresh diBIcultjes. If he 
is in it the difRculties \viU be reduced to the minimum. 

A small board consisting of Rajaji witlj two others, say, 
Annamalai Pillai, PCC Secretary, and C.P. Subbiah, member, PCC 
Working Committee, on the one side, and Kamaraj with any two 
of his choice [on the other] will be quite an efficient committee. 
If desired wc can increase by one member on each side. . . . 

Yours sincerely, 
T.S.S. Rajan’ 

Sjt Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Dr. Rajan, 

I have just received your letter of the 24th instant. Mr. Asaf 
All has returned and reported to me in detail as to what 
happened at Madras during his visit. It is unfortunate that he 
has not been able to settle the differences and no clear ivay has 
been found out. This morning I recctwd a telegram from 
Sri. Kamaraj Nadar ivhich is liardly helpful and I am sure things 


1 Eleetfd to Central Assembly, 1935; Health Minister in Rajaji MinJjtry ta 
Madras, 1937; resigned from Congres, 1938 
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are getting worse. However, Mr. Asaf AU will have to go and 
report the matter to the President. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. T.S.S. Rajan 
Trichinopoly 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
24 December 1945 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

■WE FEEL ANY PARLIAMENTARY BOARD •V\TTHOUT RAJAJI E\TN IF 
SLADE OTHERWISE COMPOSITE tSTLL NOT WORK AND 'ISTLL INCREASE 
DIFFICULTIES DOCTOR RAJAN PERDMALSAMI REDDLAR \TEERABAHU 
VEDARATNAM MEMBERS TAMILNAD DEPUTATION AN-NAMALAI PILLAI 
PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY SUBBIAH PROSTNCIAL LVORKING 
COMMITTEE MEMBER. 
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4 Molony Road 
Thyagarayanagar 
Aladras 
26 December 1945 

Dear Sardaiji, 

I am heresvith enclosing a copy of the memorandum 
presented by me to Sri. Asaf Ali, member, 1VC‘, deputed to 
enquire into Tamil Nadu affairs. I hope you tsdll go through the 
memorandum carefully and see that j'ustice is done to the ofEcial 
Ck)ngrcss in Tamil Nadu. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. N. Muthuranga 


I tVorting Commiitee of Ccmgress 



EXCLOSURE 


EXTRACTS FROM C. N. MUTUURAXGA MUDAUAR’S 
UmXR TO ASAF ALt 

Rajaji’a difTerencea with the Gons^cts High Command began at the AICG 
meeting held in May 1912 at Allahabad. Rajaji thereafter threatened the 
High Command that if hit advice wai not taken Tamil Xadu would not be 
with the Congttas. He announced that he would carry on propaganda for 
hia views. On being informed that so long as he was a member of the 
Working Committee and the AICC he could not flout the decision of the 
AlCC, he resigned his tncmbenhip of the \VC and indulged in a raging 
and tearing propaganda for Pakistan in Tamil Xadu. Sri S. Satyamurthi, the 
then secretary of the TXCC, wrote to the President of the Congress that 
Rajaji was carrying on propaganda against the Congress and that disciplinary 
action might be taken against him. 

Rajaji, however, continued to do propaganda against the August reso> 
lution and criticised the Congress attitude towards (he Cripps proposals aad 
advocated olOee acceptance for what it was worth even though power was 
not given Id the Centre. 

There seems to be an impression that if Rajaji goes Tamil Xadu will 
become leaderless. Tamil Nadu's position wiil sot be like that of a calf 
which has lost its mother'cow and it docs not suffer from dearth of leaders. 

I hope Uiat Tamil Nadu sdone will not be treated as the Cinderella of 
the Congress and made to do things that are unconstitutional and undemo* 
cratie. It will make Tamil Nadu workers, who are the backbone of the 
Congress movement and who have made enormous sacrifice in the cause of 
freedom, very sore and disgusted. 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Muthuranga Mudaliar, 

I liave received your letter without date today enclosing a 
copy of the niemorandum given by you to Afr. Asaf Ait who war 
deputed to enquire into Tamil Nad affairs by the Working Co- 
mmittee. I am surprised that a man of your position and experi- 
ence should have made references in the memorandum which, 
to say the least, have no bearing on the subject. There is no 
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question of imposing leadership from above. This point has been 
made clear so often by Mr. Asaf Ali as •well as by those to "is'hom 
the matter -ivas referred on various occasions from South India- 
The question of gi\nng a panel of names for the executive council 
from amongst leaders of the Congress ^vas entirely a different 
matter and your reference to it is out of place. It rs’as a 
confidential affair which cannot be openly discussed -sdth you 
in correspondence- I cannot say an^Thing about its accuracy' 
because it would lead me into disclosures of a most confidential 
natme, I can only say that your reference is most inappropriate 
and irrelevant. 

I do not kno^v ^vhat matters were referred to me about some 
minor differenc<s in the Andhra PCC’ to -which you have made 
a reference in -your memorandum. No different treatment has 
been given to y'ou and your complaint is absolutely unjustified. 
The principle of provinces being autonomous is generally' accepted, 
but the central control for the general good, efficient and just 
administration is inherent in the constitution and such powers 
vest in the IVorking Committee which functions during the 
absence of the AICC for that body. 

If there is an impression that if Rajaji goes Tamil Nad will 
be leadcrless, that impression has not been created by us from 
above. If that impression exists it must be because the facts 
must be unchallengeable. The general practice of setting up 
candidates for the purpose of elections is well known but the fact 
that numerous complaints are being received from your province 
about the desirability of certain persons being included or at least 
not being excluded on technical grounds cannot be ignored. 

The analogy of the expukion of Communists also does not 
hold good. tS'e -^vould have taken all the Communists into our 
fold in tire Congress vrithout any hesitation if they had agreed to 
abide by the decisions and the discipline of the Congress in the 
future. IVc svcrc prepared to forget the past. Your memorandum 
discloses an unfortunate suspicion against the Congress High Com- 
mand and an unnecessary prejudice against those who want to 
return to the Congress. 

You arc one of the oldest Congress leaders of Tamil Nad. 

You know Rajaji as much as I do. Nobody regrets liis atti- 
tude during the last timcc/four years more than myself. But the 
question of his return to the Congress must he considered with- 
out bitterness, srithout suspicion and purely from the point of 

1 P.-a'ir!’! Cor.-^. Conirr.-'.-.c- 



MADRAS — COCKPIT OP FACTIONS 


]83 


the interest of the province alone. If there is a volume of opi- 
nion in favour of his return to the Congress it would be foolish 
and umvisc to prevent him from coming bach on technical 
grounds. Wliy can’t your Congress committee decide the issue 
on merits instead of taking shelter on technical grounds? On 
the very first day when this matter was brought to my notice 
by Mr. Bhaktavatsalam and his company who saw me in Bombay 
soon aher my return from Simla I told him that the question 
of imposition of leadership docs not arise at all. It is for the 
province to decide, but the issue must be decided purely on merits 
and not on technical grounds. I find that all along your com- 
mittee is trying to prevent Rajaji’s coming into the provincial 
Congress committee merely on technical grounds. Surely he has 
served the Congress for a very long period with considerable 
sacrifices, loyalty, integrity .and ability. We all cannot forget his 
past altogether. If he had not diflered from us the question 
would not have arisen at all. But his differences or bis actions 
during the last three years cannot be a permanent bar to his 
return to the Congress if he is prepared to abide by the disci- 
pline and decisions of the Congress in the future. As he did so, 
he was taken as a representative of the Congress in the Viceregal 
conference at Simla along with other Congress leaders. I can 
only advise you irith an unbiased mind and for n single purpose, 
namely, the good of the province. I have not met a single man 
from your province who has up to now questioned his ability, in- 
tegrity, honesty and sincerity in spite of the differences with him. 

1 am sure if you will consider this matter without prejudice you 
will agree with me that bis loss to the Congress will not be com- 
pensated by any efforts to somehow fill the gap. All the anriety 
of doing justice to those who have differed from us during the 
past three years must not be meant or interpreted as an undue 
interference or as an act of partiality towards Rajaji. 

I have received a telegram from Sri Kamaraj Nadar tins 
morning containing a veiled threat. TTiis telegram also must have 
been sent with your approval or consent. I am afraid if you are 
all acting under a terrible fear complex as disclosed in that tele- 
gram, Tamil Nad will have a very bad future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

G.N. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
Madras 
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Aladras 
26 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

STRONG RUMOURS CURRENT HERE REGARDING NATURE OF RECO- 
MMENDATION TO BE ILADE BY ASAFAXJ TO HIGH COMMAND. HOPE 
HIGH COMMAND IVTLL TARE NO DECISIONS THEREON tVITHOUT CON- 
SULTING ME AND MY COJIMITTEE. MY WORKING COMMITTEE EMPHASISES 
THAT MATTERS ON tVHICH ASAFALI MIGHT REPORT ARE EXCLUSFVTLY 
IVITHIN PRO^TNCE OF PROVINCLAL CONGRESS COMSH l ' i ' E E. ANY 
DECISIONS IMPOSED ON THEM CONTRARY TO STATEMENTS MADE 
BY YOU AND ASAFALI HIMS ELF ISTCEN HERE ARE I AM BOUNT) TO 
INFORM YOU LIKELY TO HAVE UNFORTUN.ATE REPERCUSSIONS. 

KAMARAJ NAD.AR 
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26 December 1945 

Dear 2vlr. Kamaraj, 

I received your telegram this morning M-hich came to me 
as a surprise. The ‘Worlung Committee naturally is anxious to 
see that the aunosphere in the province is settled before the elec- 
^ unfortunate that your attitude is not helpful at 
all. 5; our ^egram contains z veiled threat of indiscipline if not 
ot revolt. There is no question of imposing any decisions from 
above but you and your colleagues must realise that the IS'orking 
pimmttec has also a responsibility and it cannot abdicate its 
iunctions if it has been approached by as manv as about one-third 
of the members of your prosdncial Congress committee. It is 
but natui^ that ive should like to see the formation of a Parlia- 
mentar)' Board for your prosdnee so constituted as to include all 
groups and interests as far as possible leaving no eround for anv 
reamnable complaint. Mr. .\saf .Ali was sent to \-our province 
to bring about an amicable settlement. Instead of bcine helpful 
184 
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to liim, some of you have thought it proper to threaten indiscipline 
and to refuse to Jisten to any adrice gi\xn purely in the interests 
of tlic province. You arc aware that the decisions in the matter 
of selection of candidates tests with the Central Parliamentray 
Board. If the local selection Board docs not represent all important 
claims and interests, it would naturally throw a greater burden 
on the centre and create didiculties for smooth working. \ViII you 
point out any instance or action on [our] part from ^vhich you 
can suggest the slightest inference for a desire to impose decision 
on your committee. All I €:an say is that your telegram w-as 
wholly unexpected and uncalled for. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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Madras 
27 December 1945 

Asaf AU 
Falz Bazar 
Delhi 

SORRY TO HAVE TO INTORM YOU RAJIARAJ ^^TIO PROMISED IX 
YOUR ROOM TO MEET ME NEXT DAY HAS NOT YET DONE SO NOR 
8E^^T SVORD. SEESIS N'O INTENTION MEETKC. MEAjnvHILE NSTTHOUT 
WAm.VO VOUR DECISION HE HAS CALLED POR APPUCATIO.VS FROM 
G.VNDIDATF-S. 

RAJACOPAtACHARI 
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27 December 1945 

My dear ^ilaulana Sahib, 

Asaf Ali has returned from Madras but he has not been able 
to solve the problem. Pcrfiaps it has become more difficult. 
Some of our Congress people there created an atmosphere of 
hostility and gate him letters of protest containing veiled threats. 
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On his return to Bombay he explained to me the position, 
but soon after his arrival I got a telegram from Kamaraj Nadar 
and a letter from Muthuranga Mudaliar, copies of which arc 
enclosed herewith together -with copies of my replies to both of 
them, for your information. It will give you a clear idea of the 
situation. 

I got a telegram from Sarat Babu which is also interesting 
and I am enclosing a copy thereof. One Mr. Ramnath Goenka, 
who is the proprietor of the Madras Express and \vho is a bitter 
enemy of Rajaji, had sent this telegram to Sarat. It seems that 
they are all afraid of Rajaji’s coming back to the Congress. Asaf 
Ali ■will also report to you the whole matter. It is difficult to 
decide what further action is now to be taken in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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29 December 1945 

Maulana Azad 
Congress President 
Calcutta 

GLAD INFORil YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED IN BRINGING ABOUT AMICABLE 
SETTLEMEMT TAMILNAD DISPUTE. SEE PRESS STATEMENT. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 


208 

TELEGRAM 


Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Marine Drive 
Bombay 

MOST GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR KIND ADVICE. ACTING ACCORD- 
INGLY. MEANWHILE HAVE TELEGRAPHED ASAFALI AS FOLLOWS 
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^OOTE VOURS THANKS. RAJAJI PROMKED IN TOUR PRESENCE TO 
COM\rUXTCATE TO ME THE TIME SUITABLE TO UlM FOR MY 
MEETING 1II\I THE NEXT DAY THROUGH DOCTOR SUBB.XRAYAN. 
WHILE WAITINO FOR APPOINTMENT READ A PRESS STATEMENT 
ISSUED TO THE API ONLY A FEW HOURS AFTER YOUR DEPARTURE 
BY DOCTOR RAJAN AND OTHERS. THE STATE.MENT BEGINS; THE 
PUBLIC ALREADY KNOU' THAT WE WENT OV A DEPUTATION 
TO THE CONGRESS PRESIDENT AND THE SS'ORKINO COilMITTEE TO 
REPRESENT CERTAIN MATTERS REGARDING THE TAJIILNAD PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE AND ABOUT THE FORMATION OF A 
PARLIAMENTARY BOARD. MR ASAFAU WHO CAME HERE OS BEHALF 
OF THE WORKING COMMITTEE TO MAKE ENQUIRIES ON THE SPOT 
HAS GIVEN IHS DECISIO.N ON CERTAIN POINTS AND HAS RESERVED 
SOME FOR FURTHER CONSULTATIONS IVITH IHS COLLEAGUES. SVE MAY 
EXPECT TO BE INPORSIEQ OF THEIR CO\CLVSlOSS IV A FEW DAYS 
UNQUOTE. 

I REGRETFULLY CONCLUDED AS IS OBVIOUS FROM THE 
STATEMENT THAT RAJAJI DID NOT WANT TO MEET ME PUT WAS 
EXPECTING AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE HIGH COMMAND REGARD- 
INO RECONSTXTUTJON OF THE PARUAME.STARy BOARD. THE PUBLIC- 
ATION OF THAT STATEME.ST CREATED A.N ATMOSPHERE JN SVHICH 
IF Z MET RAJAJI THE PUBLIC IVOOLD HAVE FOR.MED THE HfPRE- 
SSrO.N THAT r SYAS DOCVO SO UNDER DURESS. SURELY THAT WAS 
NOT THE ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH THERE COULD BE A FRUITFUL 
TALK. DOCTOR 8UBBARAYAN WHO WAS TO HAVE ARRANGED THE 
TIME FOR THE MEETING TELEPHONED TO MB ON THE TWENTY- 
FIFTH MORNING BUT WHEN I SVENT TO lUS HOUSE THAT NOON 
HE SVAS AWAY, 1 HEARD NOTHING FROM IIDl ON THE TWENTY- 
SIXTH. ON THE TWENTYSEVENTII 1 WENT TO DOCTOR 
SUBB \RA van’s HOUSE AT HIS REQUEST AND TOLD HIM THAT I WAS 
AGREEABLE TO TAKE RAJAJi’s MEN IN THE PARHAME.VTARY SUB- 
COMMITTEE. ACCORDIVO TO ME NOT ADVISABLE TO TAKE RAJAJI 
HIMSELF IN THE SUBCOMMITTEE, I TOLD SU8BARAYA.V TIUT IF 
SVUAT I NOW SAY SVOULD BE SATISFACTORY TO RAJAJI I SHALL 
CERTAINLY CO TO HIM AND COME TO AN ARRANGEMENT ON THIS 
BASIS. AT ALL EVTiVTS 1 THOUGHT IT SVOULD BE BETTER TO ALLOSV 
TWO OR THREE DAYS SO THAT THE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY 
RAJAN’S STATEMENT MIGHT CLEAR UP. IT WAS WHEN I HAD MADE 
UP MY MIND TO SEE RAJAJI SfYSELF THAT THE PRESS RECEIVED 
YOUR TELEGRAM FROM DELHI. PUBLICATION OF THAT TELEGRAM 
AGAIN CREATED THE IMPRESSION THAT I AM ACTING UNDER DUR- 
ESS AND I FELT COMPELLED TO GIVE OP THE IDEA OF MEETING 
RAJAJI. BUT FORTUNATELY THE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY YOUR 
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TELEGRAM HAS BEEN NEUTRALISED BY A LETTER THAT I JUST 
RECEIVED FROM RAJAJI IN WHICH HE HAS ASKED ME TO GO AND 
SEE HIM AT TWO P M TODAY. I AM DOING SO. 

KAMxVRAJ NADAR 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

I HAVE IN CONSULTATION WTTH RAJAJI SETTLED AS FOLLOIVS. 
ELECTION BOARD FOR PRO\aNCE WLL CONSIST OF MYSELF MU- 
THURANGA R-AMASASHREDDY AtUVNASIHLANGAM MRS LAKSHSUPATHI 
SUBBIAH MUNISW.AMI PILLAI ANT) ANNASIALAIPILLAI. I SHALL CON- 
SULT RAJAJI IN WORK OF SELECTION AT ALL STAGES, I REQUEST 
THIS ARRANGEMENT MAY BE ACCEPTED. 

KAMARAJ NADAR 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. EARLIER TELEGRAM WAS DRAFTED 
BY RAJAJI AND COPIES SENT TO SLAHATiLAJI MADLANA AND ASAF- 
ALI. I ACCEPTED ALL NAMES SUGGESTED BY RAJAJI WTHCH MEANS 
OUT OF EIGHT HIS GROUP GETS THREE. ALTHOUGH OTHER GROUP 
INADEQUATELY REPRESENTED STILL IN \TEIV OF [the] MESSAGE 
THROUGH SRINIVASAN I TAKE IT I HAVE CARRIED OUT YOUR AD- 
VICE. DEPEND UPON YOU FOR HELP IN FUTURE WORK. REGARDS. 

KAMAPAJ NADAR 
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30 December 1945 

My dear Kamaraj, 

I got tlirce telegrams from you yesterday, the first one being 
about your reference to my advice and your telegram to Sjt. 
Asaf All, the second containing inTormadoa about the settlement 
you made Avith Rajaji on tlie formation of the provincial elec- 
tion board; the third one was for my information only. I am 
extremely glad that at last you have all agreed on a joint formu- 
la. We arc passing through a very critical period. You know 
that we Ijavc to fight internally and externally; internally with 
the Muslim League and (he local bureaucracy and externally 
with the mighty British Empire, which is sitting upon our 
chest. We cannot afford to quarrel simultaneously on all fronts. 
You also know that a deputation is coming to visit this country 
from England. We svould make a sorry exhibition of our streng- 
th and solidarity if we tvere to alJosv our dirty linen to be washed 
in the public at the time of their visit. Rightly or wrongly, 
Rajaji happens to be an international figure. Outsiders coming 
to visit tills country would without fail meet him when they 
would come to Madras. It svould be unwise to antagonise him 
altogether and throw him away. We must use him and his 
talents for the good of the country, as far as possible, without 
compromising our principles. You also know that Gandhiji is 
coming to hladras in the beginning of February. He, who has 
raised us and the country to such a high level, would be extreme- 
ly distressed if he were to find that we are not capable of deal- 
ing with our own problems witli goodwill, tolerance and affec- 
tion amongst ourselves, in spite of our differences. Under the 
circumstances, I congratulate you all, particularly you, for the 
settlement that you have made and I sincerely trust that you all 
will try and succeed in maintaimng peace and harmony in the 
psoviijce, sj> i.lwf jve ras xuarcb together in comradeship for the 
freedom of our land, for which we Iiave been making and call- 
ing upon onr people to make such tremendous sacrifices. 

Sjt. Nagaraj must have conveyed to you my message about 
Mr. Filial, the Christian candidate, whose application we reject- 
ed on the ground of leprosy. He has tvritten to me a bitter 
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letter making a vigorous attack on you and also on me, threaten- 
ing publication of correspondence and charging you with com- 
munal bias, which influenced you in recommending the rejection 
of the application. He maintains that he has been free from any 
signs of leprosy since a long time and that the information given 
to me by you was false. He belongs to a minority community 
and therefore suffers ewdently from communal complex. Hotv- 
ever, we must be patient with him and try to satisfy him. You 
must therefore gather all the information that you can get by 
way of evidence to prove that he was suffering from leprosy at 
the time when you recommended the rejection of his candidature. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

PS. . 

I am enclosing herewith copy of letter dated 3 December as 
rvell as my reply thereto of 24 December for your information. 
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30 December 1945 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter of the 26th inst. I am so glad 
that rve have been able to reach a settlement ■which ■udU make 
joint working possible. I trust that this settlement, in spite of 
its imperfections, -^v'ill be iveicomed by all and you all rvill contri- 
bute your best to the restoration of peace and harmony, ■which 
alone can create favourable conditions for sood ■^vork. I have 
tried my best to give all possible help. Let us hope that once 
the joint work begins, the past will be forgotten and mutual 
tolerance and goodwill ■will begin to take the place of suspicion, 
distrust and ill-feeling amongst comrades who worked together 
for many years in the past, until the unfortunate world war 
interr'ened here. 

Hope you are both doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
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Madras 
3 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

WORKING COMMITTEE FORMED PARLIAMENTARY BOARD WITH EIGHT 
NAMES PREVIOUSLY DECIDED- SHALL WRITE SIXTH. 

RAllARAJ 


2M 


3 January 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have received your wire of lod.ny regarding ilic adoption 
of the Parliamentary Board as proposed by you by your 4VorJcing 
Committee. I am glad that the controversy Jias ended and there 
is no more trouble about this matter. Let us liope tliat your 
action will fac helpful on the whole in improving the situation, 

Youts sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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3 January 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

Since I wrote to you this morning, I received a letter from 
Sjt. Ramnath Goenka, a copy of which I iim enclosing. 

Prakasam met me today and he is meeting me again to- 
morrow, as ve had hardly much time to talk today. He is natu- 
rally not pleased with the sctt}ement but when I told him about 
Goenka’s interference, he was taken aback and so he did not 
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only advantage. The concrete result can be seen ^vhen the 
board begins to function. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


ENCLOSURE 


6 January I&46 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

Sjt. Srinivasan met me yesterday after lii* return from Madras. He was 
present at llie time when Sjt. Nagaraj sought my advice. It was given on 
the express understanding that it will be accepted there by you and othen 
concerned. On this assurance, I gave the advice which was communicated 
to yow by them through telephone. The terms of my advice were cleat and 
unambiguous. I nmv understand from Sjt. Srinivasan that aa attempt is 
being made to put a dilTerent interpretation to one of the mast jmpor> 
tani ternxs, viz , that Rajaji was to be consulted at every stage in the matter 
of selection of candidates and he was to be treated in all respects as a 
member of the election board, although formally he was not to be taken 
as a member. You have accepted my advice and I have communicated the 
rerms of my advice wbicli you have accepted to Maulana Aaad and Sjt. Asaf 
All. If any cflbrt is now made to do anything which is inconsistent with these 
terms by putting a different interprctafion, you will put yourself unnecessarily 
in trouble. Sjt. Srinivasan reports to me that some of your colleagues ad* 
vise you to consider it enough to consult Rajajt but not to allow him to be 
present in the meeting of the Election Board. This would be a direct viola- 
tion of tiie important term. I bad not invited anybody to seek my advice 
but if after the acceptance of ibe terms anytlting is done which would result 
in the breach of tlie understanding, it will have serious consequences. 
\Vhether the report given to me is correct or not, I do not know but I ex- 
pect that you will not invite trouble to yourself by pulUng yourself morally 
in the wrong. Sjt, Srinivasan is also quite clear in his mind that there was 
no scope for any misunderstanding about the interpretation of that term. He 
bears me out fully and he must have written to you also about it. 

Voufs sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patei 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
hUdras 

s.c.-n-i3 
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10 January 1946 


My dear Rajaji, 

I am enclosing here^suth a copy of a letter from Mr. Kamaraj 
whicli I have received here today. I am also enclosing a copy 
of my reply just for your information, as he himself finds difB- 
culties to carry his crowd iwth you. It would be wise to appre- 
ciate his o%vn viewpoint and not allo^v his follo^vers to harass 
him. 

I am going to Ahmedabad on the 12th and from there to 
Delhi on the 16th. 

I hope you are keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely. 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri C. Rajagopalachari 


ENCLOSURE I 


Madras 
8 January 1946 

Dear Sardaiji, 

I have received your letter of 30 December as also the one of 3 January. 
Shri Nagarajan also informed me of the talks he had had v.ith you. 

I returned from tour yesterday and hence the delay in regl)'- 
I entirely agree svith the analj-sis made by you in the letter of the 30th. 
hly ovm opinion has alsvays been the same as yours with regard to Sri 
Rajagopalachari. We must use hhn and his talents for the good of the coun- 
try, as far as pcKsible, without compromising our principles. 

But my diSculty has always been to make him see the atmosphere he 
has created for himself. As a matter of fact he creates his o-.vn difficulties 
continuously. Months ago when I met him for the first time after my release 
1 told him that the best thing for him was to keep a little qtriet for some 
time. I felt thi ng s would smoothea by lapse of time. He certainly would -not 
do so. Even a few dzys z^o he spoke against the ‘Jai Hind’ slogan. That 
has raised a flutter. That kind of a thing might be good from tbe point of 
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view of front-page notice. At the same time it also embittcn Congrestmcn 
all over. However let uj hope Tanul Nad affairr would go on smoothly. 

I will gather information about Sri hi. Pillai. 

I appreciate your frank letter and would be always glad to receive your 
adrice. 

Youn sincerely, 
K. Kamaraj 


ENCIX>SURE 11 


10 January IS'ld 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have received your letter of the 8th icutani. Evidently you had not 
received my letter of the 6th instant on the date on which you wrote this 
letter. I am Iberefore expecting a reply to Uiat letter tomorrow. 

I am prepared to help you if any di/Hculties are created by Rajaji 
as mentioned in your letter, but you must bring such facts to my notice 
when you find (hat his attitude is not helpful. This is the iiist time I have 
received your suggestion. 

If you will not create difficulties at that end, I will see that you two will 
be able to pull on together, and tvorking together you will be able to 
understand and induence each other better. Mutual conBdence will also be 
created by common working. If you find anything to complain of, you 
should not hesitate to write to me or to tee him. Let thete be no distnitt or 
distance between you two. lYben two groups or individuals travel in con- 
trary directions for a fairly long period, their outlook on things is likely to 
be difierent even when they meet for the first time, because they carry with 
them their own viewpoint and their own prejudices which would not be thrown 
off all at once. 

1 am going to Ahtnedabad on the 12tb and From there to Delhi on the 

I6th. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri K. Kamaraj 
Madras 
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Madras 

... 13 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Care Congress 
Bombay 

JUST RETURNING FROM TOUR SAW YOUR LETTER. MET RAJAJI SINCE. 
■WRITING TO YOU. 

KAMARAJ 


219 

4 Kondi Chetty Su 
G. T. Madras 
23 January 1946 

Dear Sardaijij 

Since wiring to you with reference to your letter about the 
terms of the settlement, I have been in consultation with Rajaji. 
I have not heard yet from Sjt. K. Srinivasan of Bombay. When 
Rajaji and I fixed up the terms, neither of us understood the clause 
about consultation as you interpret in your letter. I have however 
been acting in full consultation with him and I am quite confi- 
dent that he himself Mill have no occasion to complain to you in 
the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
K. Kamaraj 
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Neu’ Delhi 
27 January 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have not been able to deal with your letter of the 23rd ins- 
tant as well as the previous one. I am surprised that you profess 
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ignorance about the terms of settlement that were tal^en from me 
by Syt. Nagarajan svho on your behalf met me in Bombay [along] 
svilh Srinivasan. The terms were communicated to you by a 
telephonic message and after the approval given b)’ you they 
again met me and informed me of j’our acceptance. If Nagarajan 
now pretends ignQr.ancc about these terms which were given in 
detail he will have to answer for it. You may have your quarrels 
with Rajaji in which I sWlI not intcriere. But I svill not be fooled 
in tliis manner. If you svant any explanation in this matter, you 
may see me in Bombay tvhen I am there. 

As I am overworked at present, I have not been able to deal 
with your letters. Nagarajan has written to me a short letter 
whicli Ims also surprised me. 

I will have to say nothing if you have been acting in full 
consultation with Rajaji and if he svill have no occasion to 
complain as you assure me in your letter. But if he has anything 
to complain regarding the settlement made with me, I trill see 
that it is enforced in full. It would, therefore, still be wise for 
you to act up to it without creating any trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri K. Kamaraj 
Madras 
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Madras 
24 January 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Kamaraj has sent me a copy of his letter to you dated 23 
January. He consulted me in making the recommendations but 
that is all. 

I recommend the following modifications; 

(1) Ranipet 

Tlie election board has recommended P. V. Ponnuswamy. 
I ivould recommend Sri P. M. Velayudapani who stood as an 
independent candidate for the same constituency in the previous 
election and came second. He has now applied for the Congress 
ticket and would be a strong candidate if he is put up by the 
Congress. He is a councillor in the CJorporation of ^Iad^as and 
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lost the mayoralt}' by a narrow vote against Sivaraj. He stood 
for the mayoralt}’ supported by the Congress vote. He now 
applies for the Congress ticket for the Ranipet constituent^' and I 
think we should gis'e it to him. Ranipet is near enough to 
^Madras and Sri ‘\Dla\Ddapani is a good organiser of Harijan 
oiganisatious and associations. 

(2) Ariyaetir 

This has been reserr'ed for further communication by Sri 
Kamaraj. I r\'ouId recommend A. K. V. Vembadi Mooppanar 
who is a Panchayat Board president in a neighbouring union, 
■which means he commands the conhdence of other communities 
besides his own in that area. A young man from a different district 
has no chance even though he may have some English edu- 
cation. I do not recommend such a choice even though it is 
contemplated by some of the members of the board. 

(3) Ko\'ii:patti 

There seems to be a mistake in the name but probably it is a 
clerical error. The name should be verified. He is the son of Kali 
Kudumban of Sankarankoil taluk- If that is the name recom- 
mended I agree. In other respects I support the recommenda- 
tions made by the board. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

222 

28 Januaiy' 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have received your letter of the 24lh here today on my 
return. From Delhi yesterday I gave my sanction to the pro- 
^^Ilcial recommendations for the Scheduled Castes nominations, 
subject to the alteration that you had suggested about Ranipet 
and I sent you copy of my telegram to Sjt. Kamaraj about it. 
Your letter suggests some other changes but it is too late nors- to 
make alterations. 

We have not met for a long time but- I should like to Imo-iv 
the effect of Bapu's visit to your pro\‘ince. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. G. Rajagopalacliari 
Madras 
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New Delhi 
27 January 1946 


Kamaraj 

Madras 

ALL PROVWaAL RECOMMENDATIONS SaiEDULED CASTE CANDIDATES 
CONTAINED IN COSIMITTEE’S LETTER TVVENTYTIIIRD APPROVED EXCEPT 
RAVIPET WHERE LTLAYUDAPANl’S NOMINATION IS SANCTIONED IN- 
STEAD P. V. PONNUS^VAJIY. RARKAN’S NOMINATION PROM ARIVALUR 
RECOMMENDED LN YOUR TELECRAM OP TWENTYSDCTH ALSO APPROVED. 

VALLABIIBHAI 
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Madras 
29 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR TELEGRAM REFERENCE KARIJAN CANDIDATES. ARRANCLVG FILING 
N0MI.NAT10NS AS APPROVED. REFERENCE RANIPET REDRET GOOD 
CONGRESSMAN PONSUsWAMY OUR UNANXilOUS RECOMilENDATION 
REJECTED IN FAVOUR VEtAVUDAPAKI CONGRESS MEMBER RECENTLY 
JOINED WITH UNSOUND POLTnOAL ANTECEDENTS. LETTER FOLLOW. 

KAMARAJ 
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Tiruchengodu 
Salem District 
South India 
6 February 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

I hope you had my telegram with regard to Sind. I have 
been following the developments in this province with anxiety. 
In spite of all that you did at Karachi to get together [G. M.] 
Syed, Maula Bux and our Congress Party together and form it 
into a well-knit coalition, the question of ministry-making still 
seems to hang in the balance. Maulana Azad’s attempt to have a 
Congress-League ministry seems to have met with shipwreck on 
Mr. Jinnah’s idea that no non-League Muslim should be in the 
ministry. In spite of all that happened, I am hoping and praying 
that Mr. Syed will eventually be called upon by the Governor to 
form the ministry. From the figures I have seen in the newspapers 
I am sure this could give a stable ministry in Sind as I feel cer- 
tain that some of the League members will join the coalition. 
I do hope your great efforts will bear fruit. 

I hope our affairs wiU be properly settled when the local 
Parliamentary Board finally meets and you would not be troubled 
with our problem. 

Bapu’s visit to. Madura and to the South was a real royal pro- 
gress. I have not seen such crowds as attended his prayer meet- 
ings. In Madura, whose population is about two and a half 
lakhs, there Avere actually five lakhs of people on the race course 
where the prayer meeting was held. I am afraid the huge cro^vd in 
their anxiety to get darshan* of Bapu were not silent and it was 9 
o’clock before Bapu went back to Sivaganga House where he 
stayed. The next morning at the [Meenakshi] temple also, in 
spite of all restrictions a small crowd surged round Bapu when he 
offered his prayers. I am glad everything went off well though 
Bapu was very tired because of the crowds. In Palni where I did 
not accompany him in spite of huge crowds Bapu managed to 
offer his prayers undisturbed on the top of the hill. 


r Audience wth person held in reverence 
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I hope )oii had my last letter. 1 may be in Bombay on the 
15th of this month svlien I will see you. Please remember me (o 
Maniben and Dahyabhai. 

With pranam, 

Yours sincerely, 
P. Subbarayan 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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9 February 1946 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I have your letter of the 6th insf. I had also received Che 
pre\iom one. 

In Karachi, as expected, the Gomnor [Sir Francis Mudic] 
is uiinj bis hand. He is reputed to be pro-Lcague and anti-Con- 
gress. He was responsible, according to reliable reports, for Che 
Simla breakdown. However, in spite of what lie may do, the 
coalition that lias been made by me is not going to be dfs* 
turbed and the League Ministry will not last long. If the Governor 
}iad kept neutral, we ivould liave been able to form a good and 
stable ministry. 

It srould indeed be delightful if the alTairs in Tamil Nad are 
settled satisfactorily when the local Parliamentary Board meets 
tlicfc. The Tamil Nad problem has been a constant source of 
trouble and anxiety to me. I am doing my best to be helpful but 
there are elements which seem to be irreconcilable and although 
there is apparent calm over the surface, I sense there is a good 
deal of disturbance underground. I am longing for the day when 
this would disappear. 

I Jiave read tlirilling reports about Bapu’s tour in the South 
and about his prayer meetings. I do not know how far it has 
inspired our political workers in Tamil Nad to have a look xvithin. 

I had been to the Communist headquarters in Bombay on 
my return from Delhi and fSfoftaoJ Komarafnangalam was there. 
His sister evidently was not there. They had a trouble some time 
on account of a planned attack on their headquarters, on the day 
of the procession and firing, by some anti-Communist group. 
They are trying to trace them. Probably some Trotskyites are 
behind this unfortunate inddent. I am glad that they have had 
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no phj’sical injury to any of them. Their press has suffered but 
they have escaped scotfree. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Tiruchcngodu 
Salem Dist, 

S. India 
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6 February' 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I ha^e received a copy of your letter to i^Iahatma Gandhi 
dated 25th ult. [See enclosure.] \ ou are not doing any sersdce to 
the organisation to ■rvhich you belong by "rmting such letters to 
hlahatmaji. \ou insult his intelligence by doing so. You are a 
secretary of the University Graduates Association and as such you 
must understand your responsibility. Your intolerance of diffe- 
rence of opinion is unpardonable but your adUce to Gandhiji is 
nothing but impudence. If you cannot learn anything from his 
Irfe, you must not try to teach him, as you have much to learn 
and if you begin life like this, you ivill never learn. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. Bapraju 
Secretary 

University Graduates Association 
\’izagapatam 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTIRACT 


25 Januarj* 1946 

Dear Nlahatroaii, 

h=^-c just read in the Hindu of the 24Lh instant vour speech =t 
the prayer tneetms nt the Hindi Pmehnr Snbhn. tVe svere surprised at s-our 
re.erence to Sn Rnjagopalachari, on such an occasion as that, particularl'v in 
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viw of the present context of politics in hfadras province \\here Sri Raj’a- 
gopaJachari ii trying to use everybody, including yourself, on every occasion to 
advance his claims to leadership which he forfeited by his reactionary con- 
duct while a premier and his anti-Cougress actions since 1942 till recently. 
Even today his position is that the Muslim League dwnand of Pakiitan should 
be conceded because the League won all the seats in the Central Assembly and 
secondly the Britisii are wilb'ng to part wth powers but that we are not 
agreed bchvren ourselves. He enunciated these propositions in two public meet- 
ings after Janab Asaf AH's visit. Tliesc propositions are in direct conflict with 
the spirit and substance of the leccnt resolution of the AlCC and the 
Wording Committee reaffirming the "Quit India” resolution. 

V. Bapraju 
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6 February 1946 

Dear Mr, Kain.traj, 

I !iave receiveej your letter of the 29ih olt. today on account 
of my being absent from headquarters. You should have accepted 
my decision re: Ranlpet sviihout question. Confusion has been 
created by your persistence in trying to give an impression that 
there is an appeal pending in this m-attcr. Sjt. Obeidullah has 
come here to press thb matter in the hope that the question can 
be reopened, AH this confusion has been created by your creat- 
ing an impression that such decisions can be revoked. 

Sjt, Vclayudapani’s nomination having been sanctioned by 
the Central Board, his opponent should not have been allowed 
to file his nomination. Such a procedure Is likely to create con- 
ftision and difficulties, besides raising unnecessary hopes amongst 
interested people, 

I am surprised that you still seem to disregard my instruc 
tions. You say that you had consulted Rajaji both before and 
afier the meeting, when this question was considered. I have 
asked you to carry out your undertaking with me that Rajaji 
is to be treated as a member in all respects except his being a 
formal member of the Board. Consultation before or after has 
no meaning. He has to hear the arguments and the discussions 
in the committee and must hav'c an opportunity to influence the 
members of tlie committee by his own presence as well as by his 
persuasive ability. You cannot treat him as an untouchable and 
not allow him to sit near you. At any rate, this is not the 
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spirit in which the settlement was to be executed. If you will 
not carry out the terms of the agreement, I have to take 

strong measures in order to see that it is fully enforced. All 
these difficulties have been created in this case because of your 
not having invited Rajaji for the meeting. 

I am awaiting your proposals for the provincial nominations 
and you should send them quickly. Give me your reply by Avare 
as to when I should expect your nominations. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

PS. 

You must have received my message through the API m 
response to your enquiry' about Sjt. Velayudapani, which is 
quoted below; 

PLEASE rSFORJf KAltARAJ XADAR AXD BlLVKTAVATSALAil THAT POXNX'- 
SWAliy SHOULD BE ASKED TO WITHDRAW HIS XOSITNATIOX UDtEDIATELY. 
THE CENTRAL BOARD’S DECISION SANCTIONING A-ELAYTOAPANI STANDS. 

and action must have been taken accordingly. 
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6 February 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I returned last night from Karachi where I was busy and 
hence I could not Avrite to you. I am enclosing hcreivith copy 
of a letter dated 29th ult. from Sjt Kamaraj and my reply of 
today’s date. 

Bapu has left Madras. I do not knoir irhat impression he 
has created there, but it seems whatever spiritual atmosphere 
he may have created, the political atmosphere appears to be as 
disturbed and dirty as ever. I should like to knoiv your impres- 
sions about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
12 February 1946 

My dear VaVahhbhui, 

I got your letter of 6 February and enclosures as \vcll as 
tliat of 9 February, I am \-cry grateful. 

Kamaraj came to me on 10th inst. and asked me to attend 
tlic Election Board meeting on Monday the lltb. At the meet- 
ing he came and said he was upset by Gandhiji’s statement and 
adjourned the meeting to today (I2ih). Today he did not come 
but sent a statement and an authorisation for Mrs. Lakshmi- 
pathy to preside and carry on. You will hare seen his Press 
statement and judged the source of inspiration. His colleagues 
are carrying on as a party all right though he has kept out. 
We went through the selections for the Council of State (a) Mad- 
ras Upper Chamber (b) today altogether seven seats. The selec- 
tions were discussed and recommend.iiions will be sent up tomo- 
rrow to you. The nomination for the Council of State by-clection 
has to be filed on 21st inst. .and the nomlnaiioos for the Madras 
Upper Chamber will have to be filed before 22nd inst. So these 
were taken up first. The assembly selections will come up after 
these are over. 

They want to keep out Dr. Rajan who has applied for a 
seat in the Madras Upper Chamber for Trichanapally district. 
The matter >viU be further discussed tomorrow. I am afraid 
they svill persist in rejecting him. 

It is very bad what Kamaraj has done. He is badly advised 
by desperate people. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. Rajagopalacharj 

Sardar VallabhbUai Patel 
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TELEGRAlvI 


8 February 1946 


President 

Congress 

Madras 

CENTRAL BOARD CANNOT MEET TILL PROPOSAL RECEIVES. INEXCUS- 
ABLE DELAY ON YOUR PART HOLDS UP WORK, EXPEDITE COMIH- 
TTEE MEETING. SEND PROPOSALS IMMEDIATELY. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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9 February 1946 

My Dear Rajaji, 

I have your letter of the 7th inst. and I am glad that Bapu’s 
presence, in spite of his silence, has created a healthy atmos- 
phere. I have tried my best to improve the situation but I have 
an apprehension that below the calm surface there is still a good 
deal of trouble, as there are some very irreconcilable elements 
who arc continuously trying to disturb from below. 

I did not know that [J.B.] Kripalani -was in the South. He 
has been dissatisfied "with many things since Simla and is not in 
touch with me since a long time. He also feels that I am not 
helpful in his difficulties, which are of a different nature. He is 
not pulling on •^vell %vdth the President [Jawaharlal Nehru] nor 
is he at home •\vith the UP Congress bosses. In the IV'orking 
Committee, he has a feeling that he has no confidence of his old 
colleagues. Most of his grievances are imaginary. His attitude 
towards you is well known but I hope he ivill not be indiscreet 
there. 

Hope you are doing weU. 


Sjt. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 

206 


Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 
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TEZJBGRMl 


Madras 
12 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

ON ACCOUNT GANBHlJl’s REFERENCE TAUILNAD CONGRESS IN HIS 
ARTICLE [Gandhi’s article entitled “Curious” is reproduced in the 
enclosure) on rajaji i have resicneb membership parxia- 

JtENTARY BOARD. BOARD CONTINUES CONSIDERING APPLICATIONS 
RAJAJt ATTENDING. AVILL TRANSMIT RECOMMENDATIONS FOURTEENTH. 

repues your letters regarding masilamani pillai and RAIPET 
FOLLOW. 

KAMARAJ 


ENCLOSURE 
CURIOUS 
Bj M. K. Can£d 

On my relum journey from Raloi some one gave me at one of the 
halts a letter reviling Shri Rajaji and Shri Gopalaswarai and informing me that 
they would not allow any one against them to come near me. Now 1 know 
to the contrary. No one who wanted to say anything worthwhile could be 
prevented from seeing me or writing to roc. The delivery of the very letter 
disproves the allegation. Shri KaioaraJ Nadar *vw with me on the same *pc- 
clal. He was with me in the temple on the Palni Hill. But there is no 
doubt that both Rajaji and GopaJaswami were closest to me during the 
journey. They had arranged it. Rajaji is one of my oldest friends and 
was known to be the best exponent in word and deed of all I stand for. 
That in 1942 he differed from me I know. All honour for the boldness with 
wluch he publicly avowed the difference. He is a great social reformer, 
never afraid to act according lo h« briicf. His political wisdom and inte^ey 
are beyond question. 1 was, therefore, pained to find a clique against him. 
It is a cb'que that eiideotly counts in the ofltdal Congress in hfadras. But 
the masses are devoted to Rajaji. I am neither vairi nor foolish enough to feel 
that 1 could have had the huge public demonstrations all along the route of 
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20f3 

the pilgrimage if he had no influence -vvith the masses in Tamil Nad. Con- 
gressmen in the South will act as they think best. But I would be less than 
loyal to the organisation if I did not warn them against losing the valuable 
services which no one can shoulder as Rajaji can at the present moment. 

En route to Wardha, 5-2-1946 

The foregoing was v.’ritten before Bezsvada was reached at 5-30 in the 
morning. At Bezwada a note in Hindustani from Shri A. Subrahmanyam was 
delivered, the gist of svhich is given below: 

“There b a belief spread in Andhradesh that you have come to Madras 
with a viev/ to make Rajaji Premier. Several Congressmen have been 
carrying on such propaganda. Taking up the theme, some Tclugu news- 
papers have been writing even against Hindustani. Please give your 
opinion on thb.” 

I felt bound, therefore, to give my' reply. I said that my journey was 
purely for the purpose of celebrating the silver jubilee of the Dakshin Bharat 
Hindi Prachar Sabha — now Hindustani Prachar Sabha — and incidentally for 
Madura and Palni temples. The visit was conceived soon after my prema- 
ture discharge [from prison] and before the Congress resumption of parlia- 
mentary work was even conceived. My visit has nothing to do with Rajaji 
being the Premier. My life had no secrecy- about it. If I wanted to give an 
opinion, I svas in the habit of giving it openly. But I had rejected the ad- 
vances of friends to giude them for I was not interested in elections and offi- 
ces. But since I was challenged I had no hesitation in saying that Rajaji was 
by far the best man for the purpose in the Southern Presidency and if I had 
the disposal in my hands I would call Rajaji to office, if I did not give it 
to myself. But the disposal was with the Provincial Congress Committee and 
finally w-ith the ^Sh^ki^g Committee. Aly opinion was only' that of an indi- 
vidual, to be taken for what it was worth. 

After Bezwada 

En route to Wardha, 5-2-1946 
Harijan, Sunday, February 10, 1946 
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13 February 1946 


Dear Mr. Katnaraj, 

I have )'our wire of yesterday stating that you have resigned 
mcmbersliip of the Parliamentary Board on account of Gandhiji's 
article referring to tlic Tamil Nad Congress. It has surprised 
me nor do I get any clear idea as to \v!iy you have resigned from 
the Parliamentary Board. You arc the head of the Provincial 
Congress Committee and your protest by way of resignation from 
the Parliamentary Board against Gandhiji’s statement is more 
than I can understand. Hoivcs'cr, as you have not rraited even 
for consulting me or taking my advice, I can say nothing more 
tlian th.at tliis is not the proper svay of discharging one's res- 
ponsibility. I expected you here with your proposals this week 
but got your telegraphic resignation instead for something which 
Gandhiji has written. I do not knotv svhether Gandhiji’s article 
refers to your conduct as a member of the Parliamentary Board. 
Perhaps you know more of Gandhiji’s mind and so you have taken 
this step. This will cert.alnly lead to more public controversy and 
will not help the province just on the eve of elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

C. G. to Rajaji 
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TELEGRAM 

Madras 
17 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR LETTER DATED THIRTEENTH. NEVER PROPOSED SHIRKING 
RESPONSIBILITY. STATEMENT CLEARLY STATED SPY ACCEPTANCE 
CARRYING OUT NECESSARY WORK. SHALL MEET YOU APTER SELEC- 
TIONS ARE OVER. 


S. C.-1I-J4 


KAMARAJ 
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Madras 
14 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

The work of selections for recommendation to the Central 
Board is going on from Monday. The pro\’incial board is sit- 
ting continuously from day to day. The Delhi Council of State 
vacancy' has been considered and Mrs. Subbarayan has been 
selected. The nomination has to be filed on the 21st. All Mad- 
ras second chamber constituencies have been selected for. I 
agreed to these selections except in tlie case of Trichinopoly for 
which I recommend Dr. T.S.S. Raj an. The board were against 
him 4 against 3 in support. When I challenged \rhy they objec- 
ted to such a person and whether it was only because he ■was 
my friend, they gave a reason which is false and unfit to be put 
on paper. They suggested that they had heard of private immo- 
rality. I knotv this is as false and baseless as it is silly and I told 
them so and informed them I would protest against tlie selection 
and recommend Dr. Rajan. We are proceeding wth Madras 
Assembly constituencies. Three districts have been finished so 
far. For Tinncvclly and Tenkasi Rural I have accepted T.S. 
Ghokkalingam Filial. But I should bring to your notice that 
he has been writing violently in Iris Tamil paper Dinasari attack- 
ing the Central Parliamentary Board for overriding Kamaraj 
Nadar. He is doing this in ver\’ immoderate language and it 
may be deemed an offence against discipline because one who 
continuously agitates against the decisions made on behalf of the 
Central Board is hardly a good candidate. 

I considered, however, that no one should be prejudiced 
by what has been said or done in the heat of the present contro- 
versy. I felt abo I would be guilty of partisanship if 1 used 
my influence and objected to any one on the the ground merely 
of lus being opposed to me if he b otherwbe satisfactory' and is 
a sitting member. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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60 Bazulullah Road 
Thyagarayanagar 
Madras 
15 February 1946 

^ly dear Vallabhbhal, 

\Ve sat today and completed all the constituencies. Very 
probably Mr. Bhaktavatsalam will take the complete list to you 
personally as the list is too long for telegraphing. He may per- 
haps try to go by air. 

I have already intimated to you my request that the board’s 
majority decision in favour of K. Vasudevan for the Trichy 
constituency in the Upper Chamber may be changed to Dr. 
Rajan. In the Legislative Assembly, the board by majority have 
decided against Mr. V. Nadimuihii Plllai being selected ibr Tanjore 
Rural and have adopted the name of one Tyagarajasholigar. I 
strongly object to this and request you to restore the sitting 
member, hir, Nadlmutbu. He is a man of considerable position 
in the syhole district and has been the District Board president 
which office he holds even nosv. He lost considerable property in 
Cochin-Cltina during this war. Still he is one of the most 
influential men in Tanjore district. He has successfully resisted 
the Justice Party in Tanjore district. He was with us in prison 
in 1940-41. That a m-an of his position and habits should have 
served one full year in prison along with us shows his attachment 
to the Congress. He was a member of the Provincial Congress 
^Vorkjng Committee and Treasurer, He is very keen and I press 
his case strongly. Tlie man now put is quite an unimportant 
person. I may state that this opposition to Nadimuthu Pillai is a 
result only of recent disputes. He is supposed to be my friend. 

I tvrote to you yesterday that over four seats in North Arcot 
district there svas a difference of opinion and the committee was 
divided by 4 against 3. The matter was reopened at my instance 
today so that we might arrive at an agreed settlement. Mrs. 
Lakshmipathi, who presided, insisted that the matter should not 
be reopened and she would rule it out. But all the member? of 
the board excepting her >¥erc unanimous and came to an agreed 
settlement. These seats have also been therefore settled. 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


I have therefore to see you only about t-wo cases, Dr. Rajan 
and Mr. Nadimuthu Pillai. I believe you can decide these cases 
on ^vhat I have stated and your own knotvledge of affairs here. 
If you desire my presence I shall go there by air. For the city 
of Madras, General seats (four), we have suggested four names, one 
of which is Mr. Prakasam. This recommendation of the board 
is unanimous. It may be remembered that we have given an 
Indian Christian Madras seat to Dr. Ramachandra Rao who is 
an Andhra. Mr. Varadachari is practically an Andhra. We have 
given the Madras Council seat to Dr. Rama Rao “who is of 
Karnatak. The other seat in the Council for Madras city is 
already held by an Andhra, Mr. K. Vankataswamy Naidu. In 
these circumstances we have recommended Mr. K. Bhashyam for 
the seat held formerly by Mr. Gadde Rangiah Naidu in the city. 
I hope this arrangement -will be ratified by you. It is absolutely 
necessary that Mr. Sivagnana Gramani’s nomination for North 
Madras should be ratified. 

There has been no joint board duly formed. There is no 
procedure for counting of votes in the joint consultations. Mr. 
Kamaraj’s resignation has intervened and there was little time. 
Hence all questions about overlapping constituencies had better 
be decided by you. I understand that Sami Venkatachalam 
Chetty has a I'easonable chance in the Indian Chamber of Com- 
merce constituency if the Congress put him up. No other 
Congress candidate is likely to have much of a chance. 

I have given way in a large number of cases for the sake 
of peace and co-operation reserving the question of these two 
essentially important cases. I have given them notice that I was 
going to ask you to uphold my recommendation in these cases. 
Dr. Rajan and Mr. Nadimuthu PUlai were supported by three 
as against four members of the board. The majority decision 
is perverse and not based on the merits. On the merits Dr. 
Rajan and Mr. Nadimuthu Pillai should be clearly preferred to 
the respective candidates pitched against them. 

Yours sincerely, 

G. Rajagopalachari 
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TnUCRAM 


Madras 
M Fcbruao’ 


(1) llhakuvaWalam 
Madras 

( 2 ) Rajat^opalachart 

Madras ctate BvrLrcnos 

RXDMAUM Si nrMlAV*'- ‘ IIADRA! db 

ArrKovrD. MAO ,r*B.*miouA ou.bab, 

comBATOBr. Jachm-oba bfbd. ArrBOAFO. 

SlDtRATJON. 
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telhcram 


Madras 

M February 1940 


SAnlar VallAblibliai PaibI 

of .mb BVB.xonoB — M:^„,^Br^ 

22nd. please wire approval duaktavatsalam 
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TELEGRAM 

Bombay 
15 February 1946 

(1) Bhaktavatsalam 
Madras 

(2) Rajagopalachari 
Madras 

ROCHE Victoria’s nomination Christian seat upper chajiber 

APPROVED 

v^aleabiibhai 


241 

15 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th inst. I shall awa- 
it your report regarding the complaint from Sjt. Maniklcam about 
the Harijan election in Ranipet. 

Your report that there arc other applicants for the Indian 
Christian seats in the Legislative Assembly is noted and I shall 
await reports of the Parliamentary' Board. 

As Sjt. Masilamani Pillai is insisting that your report regarding 
his being affected by leprosy is maliciously false and as he insists 
on an enquiry, it is better to have an independent enquiry before 
any further action is taken in the matter. I shall therefore await 
receipt of the statement ivhich you propose to send in this con- 
nection. I appreciate the difficulty of gathering evidence on such 
a delicate matter but as the gentleman concerned persists that the 
charge is false, it becomes our duty to deal ivith the matter 
publicly, for -which the responsibility is his and not ours. Evi- 
dently he is angry -with you and therefore he has not seen you 
intentionally. It is possible that if I see him, I may be of the 
same opinion as you and therefore I have declined to believe 
his statement that your report is false. You need not be under 
a -wrong impression that I have any doubt in my mind about 
the accuracy of your statement. In a matter of this character, 
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liowcvcr, if the person concerned insists on an enquiry, it would 
be impossible to avoid it. 

About Sjt. Ponnuswami’s withdratval, there seems to be no 
alternative now but to ask him to witlidraw at the time of tlie 
general election, as the panel election is over. All this muddle 
lias taken place because the proposals were rccched very hte 
for sanction. I had immediately communicated my decision 
by telegram. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K, Kamamj Nadar 
Madras 


2-t2 


Women’s Indi.an Association 
Sylvan Lodge 
Luz, Mylaporc 
Madras 
12 February 1946 

Dear Sardar, 

The al>ove Association at a meeting held yesterday the 11th 
inst. passed the following resolution; 

“Thlf meeting of svomcn urges on the Congress ParJJa. 
mentary Board to nominate v%-omcn as candidates to contest 
tlic general sc.ats in the legislatures.” 

We arc forsvardlng it to you for your ra\ourabIc action. Our 
grounds for complaint arc twofold. The All India kVomen’s Con- 
ference st.ands for equality between men and women (in rights 
as well as duties) so there is no need for separate seats for svomen. 
Secondly, if there must be separate seats, they are not enough 
in number. 

I hope you are well and will p.ty a visit to Tamil Nad one 
of these day's. Please remember me to Maniben. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sita Devi 


Sard.ir Vallabhbhai Patel 
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16 February 1946 


Dear Sister, 

I have received your letter of the 12th inst. Unfortunately 
your letter wais too late, as it has been received when almost 
all the proposals from the various provinces have been disposed 
of by the Central Board. The Central Board would have been 
glad to give effect to it as far as possible if it had been received 
earlier. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Smt. Sita Devi, Bar-at-Law 
Women’s Indian Association 
Madras 
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Lahore 
15 Februar}' 1946 

Dear and respected Sardaiji, 

I am returning to Lahore from a short visit to Madras svhere 
I had the privilege of spending half an hour with Rajaji. I 
^vas glad to find that there was a strong Congress sentiment 
amongst Christians and I am confident that some at least of the 
Christian candidates on the Congress ticket will be elected. I 
•wish all the Christian seats could go to the Congress. 

From the Madras city seat I found that Mr. D.S. Rama- 
chandra Rao, the veteran Nationalist (Congress) Christian, v/as 
the most desired candidate. Rajaji told me that he will be selec- 
ted, unless he (Rajaji) is overruled. I am also taking the liber- 
ty of "^mting to you to request you kindly to give him your sup- 
port. There may be a tough fight with the non-Congress ticket. 
Normally -we would desire that the claims of any candidate 
put forward by the local Indian Clrristian Association should 
be considered by the Congress. I am sorr)' to say, however, 
that the Madras ICA, to our great disappointment, is anti-Con- 
gress. Under the circumstances Mr. Ramachandra Rao, rvho 
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madras— COCKPIT OF FACTIONS 

ha, been PresWen. of e.e AH-lndia of Man Ctash- 

ans,is the met the Congre,,. 

m the Legislature. Our „„est attenUon, 

Hoping that this matter wU rccm'c you ^ 

Yours respectfully, 
B. It. Rallia Ram 
Hon. General Secretary 
All India Council of Indian Chrisuans 


21 February 19-16 

Dear Mr. Rallia Ram, You will be 

I have received your letter o selected as a 

glad to learn that Dr. fllalive Attembly. There 

Congress candidate for the '•**.'*” *1, rapidly growing m the 

i. no doubt that iotbe long before they all 

Indian Christian oommunity and Indian Christian 

come into the Congress fold. meanwhile, if there 

community lies with the always tmte to me 

is anything that I can do for them y 

without any hesitation. Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt B.L. Rallia Ram 
Lahore 
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telegram 


Madras 
17 February 1946 


Sardar Patel 

Bombay -„,..eiNG lOURNEy. bad 

DOCTORS STROUOnV *nV.SR AOM^ ^ 3<,aRD 

TVPECOuoti. naAV coRsmER A® 

, UROE MOST EARRESTEV SEU^ SCORE AOAIRST MR. 

PIEEAI. OPPOSmOR OREV .MTERnEO AS 
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SAR0AR Patel’s correspondence 


1 HA\’E SHO%VN MAXIMUM TOLERATION ALLOWED WELL OVER 
FIFTY PERCENT ALL THEIR NOMINATIONS THESE TWO C/\SES ROCK- 
BOTTOM. REGARDING MADURA IF SUBSTITUTED BY L KRISHN^\SW/Via 
YOU MA.Y DROP VAIDYANATIHER BUT OTHER NAMES MOST OBJEC- 
TIONABLE. IF .W SUGGESTIONS ACCEPTED HOPE RECONSTRUCT U.NITY 
PRO\TNCE AND GOOD ATMOSPHERE. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI 
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Madras 
19 February 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

UNDERSTAND SUBBARASLAN ILVS ASKED YOU DROP HIS NAME. IF 
THIS TRUE I SUGGEST MRS AMRITARAMA SUBIUVMANIAM LADY tMTH 
UNIATRSm' Q,UALinCAnO.N \snFE OF LRADING DOCTOR FOR MADURA 
CITY. FOR ILVDURA RURAL IF KRISHNASAMI NOT ACCEPTED FOR 
ANY REASON I SUGGEST RAMASWAMI .AMBALAM OF ILAVANUR MELLTR 
T.ALDK.A LOC.AL KALLAR COMMUNITY LEADER SUBST.ANTIAL MAN. 

RAJAGOPAL.ACnARI 
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22 Februaiy" 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

AU your letters and telegrams were received duly. Also 
1 liad a telephone conversation with you. You thought that I 
■is'as the sole authority in this matter but it •was not so. ^Ve -were 
three altogether and I ^vas one of them. None of the remaining 
four attended. I tried my level best to give effect to your 
suggestions. In some I have not succeeded but in most I got 
through, in spite of opposition. The lady member of your board 
was fanatically opposed to most of your proposals. I have 
talked to her after the selections -vvere over and I hope she -isiU 
change her attitude to some extent. IV hat grieves me more is 
the shocking nesvs just received tvhen I am dictating this letter 
that you have published a letter addressed to Gandhiji in which 
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MADRAS — COCM»* 

you aslc his '?.'7‘olUhoSc.*''vou do not rcaUsc 

W U tvltal I was arratd of aM ,^ 1 , ,™uHc, 

how unfair and unjust you are t ^ anybody support you 
you want now to lot us *‘'^„';nt oven consult us hut 

if you were to act hke tins. ^ cannot understand yo • 

that has .alwa>-s been your way * „ucss. 

1 have not seen that letter yet» Yours sincerely, 

Patel 


Sjt. C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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Madras 
21 February 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, taken. 

Kindly forgive me for PeM:” Bapu. 

Here is a copy of .a * Yours sincerely, 

^ T>-:,r,nTyalachari 


enclosure 

Madras 
21 February 19^(5 


.aid aw ::a^" 

„„.,p,„.oit,aUhoosh U.rP"»f“'” 

„„o proof. a„,octiona for Ur' Irsidal-*" " * 

Now that the urgent job o 
me leave the scene. 
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SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 


For my place (the University scat) tlicrc is Sambamurti available. He has 
not been given any seat nor did he apply. The position he has occupied in 
Andlira’s public life for over a quarter of a century, the unrivalled manner in 
which he fulfilled his duties as Speaker and his drive and energy are well known 
and it would be wrong to leave him out. He can easily take my place in 
tlie nomination for the University. 

I beg of you to approve of my action and pass it on at once to Sardar so 
that he may do tlxe needful. Nominations must be officially filed before 1 hlarch. 

Love, 
C. R. 

PS. 

I slept over this last night and am posting it this morning. 

C. R. 
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24 February 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

Your letter of the 21st inst. enclosing a copy of your letter 
to Bapu has been received. I have already written to you about 
my reaction to your proposal. 

You have also left everybody in suspense and it is difficult 
to decide what should be done, as there is very little time. Your 
proposal about Sambamurthi is surprising. If you tvithdratv, 
you have no voice in suggesting a substitute. The proposal must 
come from the province and your suggesting a name to us or to 
Bapu is hardly fair. Bapu can do nothing in this matter. We 
cannot make any direct selections and even if such a proposal 
comes from the province, the Central Board may find it difficult 
to accept it. He has himself made a public statement that he 
does not desire to stand. I cannot therefore understand why 
you have made that suggestion. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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Madras 
23 February 


SanUr VaUabhbUai Patel 

IVsmbay w»«rot!EVT pos«bay transport 

urr >,..a.vT..v. '‘"Z'ZT rlcmz 

ETC SrrVATlOY. ARRt'P" J HAORA* 

RrroRT RAJA]. ‘■^rR svt««'^o 

NEW-srAVrR RtPORT VAID COUrLETF. SVCCK*" ■ 

r.v WORK ASP tcruvirel CO**CRC* ARP.^O. S”0*^ 

mt <»A.Tt UKr. VA.OVAV'ATH.P PEVELOPMOJ^ 

now nu. SEATS SMRR A>» 

r»tcu..:« roRLM. rROcrRU.r. sum.-- 
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Tr.Lr.CRAM jgie 


Kamaraj 
Madras 
YOUR WIRE. 
WIRE YOUR 


IN CASE RAJAJI 

PROPOSAL SUBSTITOTES. 


VAIDVANATJUER 


HAVE ^YrTllDRASN-N 

VAEI-AO”°”^ 
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TLLCCltAM Bombay 

27 February 1946 


C. Rajagop-alacbari 
Madras 

ACCEPT YOUR PROPOSAL 
TUENCY WITH REGRET. 


wrrHORA'Yt^® 


rrom 

VALLABI.B.tM 
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White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
23 February 1946 


A'lv dear Sardarji, 

^ ■\\Tien I Bombay I had not the idea that my 

r ation wll meet -with the fate it has, but even if I had a 
I can assure you I had no intention of sa->dng anything about 
' ^^as I had left my fate entirely in your hands. ... As you have 
^own me all these years, I felt of aU you would fight [my] 
battle whatever may be the views of other members. I feel that 
'ou did fight it, but failed. The candidate who has been put 
uD comes from outside, but I am sure ivhatever your decision, the 
constituency iviU be loyal to the Congress. I sent you the telegram 
yesterday consulting Rajaji as I did not want liim to interfere 
after his letter to Bapu, and I felt I must fight my o%vn battle. . . • 
With pranams, 

Yours affectionately, 
P. Subbarayan 
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26 Februar)' 1946 


My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I had your letter of the 23rd inst., as abo your telegram was 
received. Your proposal was strongly opposed by my colleagues 
on the Board as well as by the representative of the provincial 
board. I regret to say that I find myself helpless. Rajaji’s tele- 
gram had nothing to do with the rejection of your proposal. 
Unfortunately, I now find that Rajaji abo withdraws himself. 
I am sorrv' for what has happened, but let us hope that this un- 
fortunate chapter will soon end and Tamil Nad after some time 
will again recover itself and work in unity and in a peaceful at- 
mosphere. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Madras 
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27 February 19-i6 


Dear Mr. Kamaraj, tcsolution 'vb^b I 

1 am sending you heremth “PV " Usilampatti To™ 
have received from jpcSs for itself. I 

Congress Committee. The reM inlcresl of the pro- 

advise you in your own ‘ 'j „i,ich will not do any good 

vineeto stop this kind of prop.aganda wh „ 

to .anybody. Gandhiji ts too Hos^ver, I wdl 

but it asall renect very 4l,is is my adv.ee. 

leave it to you to do ^vUat iou smccrcly, 

,» Patel 


Shri Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 




Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Bombay ^hc meeimg of the exe- 

The roUowiag curttee prided ever by Mr. 

„,i,e e»n.r.U,re ot U.e above Consrrn 

R. Kamachandra Rao. wh.ch “PP'*'"* 

ThUmer,t„a..roostye»»^*'^“LJta T.». Nad, -ed de- 

on 10-246 la Harijao regardoig 
raaad. the imatedlate withdrawal of 0. 

K. Paixhan 


18-2-19^6 
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White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
23 February 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

■WTicn I met you in Bombay I had not the idea that my 
application will meet ■with the fate it has, but even if I had a 
hint I can assure you I had no intention of saying anything about 
it, as I had left my fate entirely in your hands, ... As you have 
known me all these years, I felt of aU you would fight [my] 
battle ■whatever may be the views of other members. I feel that 
you did fight it, but failed. The candidate ■who has been put 
up comes from outside, but I am sure whatever your decision, the 
constituency ^vill be loyal to the Congress. I sent you the telegram 
yesterday consulting Rajaji as I did not want him to interfere 
after his letter to Bapu, and I felt I must fight my own battle. . . • 
^Vilh pranams. 

Yours affectionately, 
P. Subbarayan 
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26 Februarj' 1946 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I had your letter of the 23rd inst., as also your telegram %vas 
received. Your proposal was strongly opposed by my colleagues 
on the Board as well as by the representative of the provincial 
board. I regret to say that I find myself helpless. Rajaji’s tele- 
gram had nothing to do tvith the rejection of your proposal. 
Unfortunately, I now find that Rajaji also withdraws himself. 
I am sorry for what has happened, but let us hope that this un- 
fortunate chapter will soon end and Tamil Nad after some time 
will again recover itself and work in unity and in a peaceful at- 
mosphere. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Madras 
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27 February 1946 


Dear Mr. Kamaraj, . . a resolution ivhidi I 

I am sending you sMretary Usilampatli Tomi 

have reeeived from ° speaL for itself. I would 

Congress Committee. The _!• purest of the pro- 

advise you m your ja „hich will not do any good 

Vince to Stop this kind ot prop g ^(Tectcd by such things, 

to anybody. Gandhiji is too “^a “I, Lr„ver. I will 

but it will reneet very badly on our ^ advice, 

leave it to you to do what you like. Thu my^^^^^ 

VclUlfhbhai P.atel 


Shri Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 


enclosure 

™h us.hvMr..rt TOtvtt cosoanss co.vtsttrrfr., tts.kaManrr. 

To 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

at the meeting of the exc- 
The following resolution w« « committee presided over by Mr. 
cutivc committee of the above Congress 

R. Ramachandra Rao. Gandhiji which appeared 

This meeting strongly condemns t c a ^ 

„„ ,0-2-46 in Hwirim rotimling whole. 

mands the immediate withdrawal ol tn Committee 

K. Pandian 


10-2-1946 
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4 March 1946 

Dear Air. Bhaktavatsalam, 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst. along •with the 
Press cutting (See enclosure.). As Sjt. Roche Victoria stands on 
the Congress ticket, he should not have issued a separate mani- 
festo. The Congress manifesto gives enough scope to him to work 
for the interests of his community, but the Congress is equally 
interested in the ■welfare of his community as himself and to 
claim votes on communal lines is against the declared policy of 
the Congress. He should have relied on the Congress manifesto 
for securing votes from his community. You may take exception 
to this and inform him that this is not the Congress way of 
fighting elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjn M. Bhaktavatsalam 
Sccrctaiy, 

Tamil Nad Congress Committee 
Madras 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

Althou^b I ajn noTninalcd by the Confess, my first and foremost duly 
is to safeguard and promote the interests of the Indian Christian community. 


I hereby' assure the voters that if at any time the interests of our com- 
munity dash sdth the policy of the Congress, I shaU aUvas-s stand by our 
Community. 

1 thercrore request your votes that I may be returned to the Legislative 
Council. 

JX.P. Rodie- Victoria 

TliC Hindu, Madras, I Mardi 1&16 
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EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OP MRS. RADHAWl SUCBARAYAN 
DATED 7 MARCH IMS TO SARDAR PATEL 

Tinichun^odii 

The silence of the provincial Congress leaders about my 
candidature has given rise to many rumours and there is now an 
impression that certain prominent Congress personalities are anxious 
that I should suffer a defeat to prove that Rajaji’s friends have 
no support in the Press. 

I am witing to you franlcly as I really do not know what 
to do. 
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12 March 1946 

My dear Mrs. Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. Immediately after 
receiving your letter, a telegram was sent to the president of the 
Tamil Nad Congress Committee asking him to take necessary 
steps in the matter. I have again sent another telegram and 
written to him also. 

I appreciate your difliculUcs in the adverse circumstances 
in which you arc asked to fight your election but I will do my 
best from here to help you. Once your selection is made, it would 
be criminal for those in charge of the organisation to be passive 
or to do anything which %vould contribute to )’our failure, I do 
not know the d.atc of your election, but I have asked Sjt Kamaraj 
to let me have the date and also to take all possible steps to 
secure success for the Congress in this by«elcction. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vall.abhbh.ai Patel 

Mrs. Radhabai Subbarayan 
White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
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260 


12 March 1946 


Dear hlr. Kamaraj, 

Mrs. Radhabai Subbarayan’s nomination for by-election to 
the Council of State was sanctioned on the recommendation of your 
provincial board. Nothing appears to have been done by the 
provincial board since then, except asking Mrs. Subbarayan to 
file her nomination. Why has her nomination not been announced 
as yet? In this coimection I have to invite your attention to 
the telegram that was sent to you [to] ■which ako I have received 
no reply. I should like to know when is the date fixed for this 
by-election. Everything possible should be done to see that the 
Congress does not suffer a defeat here. Please \VTite to me what 
is being done in this case by the provincial organisation to see 
that the Congress does not suffer a defeat. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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Madras 
15 April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Birla House 
New Delhi 

MYSELF POLLED 2427 OPPONENT 133. GLAD CONGRESS WON BY- 
ELECTION COUNCIL OF STATE. 

RADHABAI 
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TELEGRAM 


17 April 1946 


Mrs. Subbarayan 
Care Congress 
Madras 

YOUR TELECRASJ. CONGRATULATIONS SM^NDID SUCCESS. 

VALLABIIBIUI 
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New Delhi 
14 April 1946 

Dear Friend, 

Your letter dated 26 Alarch addressed to Mahatma Gandhi 
(See enclosure) has been forwarded to me for disposal. You 
arc maUng serious allegations against Shri Venkatachalam Pillai 
who was selected in preference to you as a candidate for the 
Madras Assembly by the Central Board but you have marked 
your complaint as confidential. As a Congressman, it is impro* 
per for you to make complaints of such a nature confidentially. 
No enquiry can be made of confidential complaints. You must 
be prepared to substantiate the charges that you propose to make 
against another Congressman. Unless you are prepared to take 
responsibility for your complaint, no action can be taken. You 
must remember that you arc trying to take away the character 
of a man and if the allegations that you are making are found 
to be false, you svould be liable to be e.xpelled from the Congress. 
If you will make open charges against Shri Pillai, ive will make 
proper enquiries. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Gajjpalhi J?cddiar 

Perambur 

Trichy district 
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ENCLOSURE 


EXTRACT I'RO.M A LETTER OF SHRI GANPATHI REDDIAR, 
DATED 2G .\E\RCiI 1910 TO MAIIATAEN GANDHI 

I beg to introduce myself to you tliat I was one of the applicants to the 
Tamil Nad Congress Committee as a candidate for the Madras Legislative 
Assembly election for Ariyalur division, Trichy district. Myself together svith 
another applicant met tlic TNCC representatives wlicn they came down to 
Trichinopoly to select a suitable candidate for representing the Congress. 
It is regrettable that they decided to select Air. B. Venkatachalam Pillai 
wholly sdth a one-sided viesv and did not at all lend cars to our repre- 
sentations. It is high lime to inform you that tliis Venkatachalam Pillai is 
the same traitor tvho was arrested during the 1942 disturbances but evaded 
the prison bars with the help of the tlicn ICS Collector, Air. S. K. Chettur. 
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Malathi 
4 Giri Road 
T’Nagar 
Madras 
21 December 1945 


My dear Cliicf, 

Your statement on railway retrenchment had a magical 
effect. "While most of the Agents agreed avith the Railway Board 
that they avould defer the matter and if possible get over it by 
many alternative methods suggested by the federation, the S.I. Ry. 
Agent insisted on going on with the retrenchment of about two 
thousand and that would have led to complications immediately. 
Anyway, after your timely intervention he also agreed to fall in 
line and I hope there avill be no question of retrenchment till 
31 March and it may be that the question may be dropped 
altogether. The retrenchment of eight thousand referred to [is] 
merely to be taken by the Railway Administration in respect of 
manufacturing war material and as a purely temporary affair. 

We are trying our best to see that we secure all the laboiu- 
seats in Madras province. Hope we will have success in our 
attempt. 
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^VJl}l licartiest regards and best wishes for your restoration 
to normal hcalUi. 

Yours sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 

Sardar ValJabJibhai Pate] 

Bombay 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 2Ist inst. I am glad that 
my statement has been helpful and the idea of retrenchment has 
been abandoned for the time being. I trust you will succeed 
in securing all the labour scats in the Provincial Assembly. In 
Bombay, I am told, our position is not secure. In the railway 
labour seats, out of two tve might get one, according to the 
reporu 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. V.V. Giri, Bar-at*Law 

MLA 

Madras 
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Madras 
21 January 1946 

My dear Chief, 

I hope you kno^v that Mr. V. R. Kalappa is now in England 
in connection with the work of an international committee on 
behalf of the AlMndia Trade Union Congress. 

I am anxious he should be set up as a Congress candidate 
either for a labour scat or for a general seat. His presence in 
the Provincial C-P. Assembly svill be an asset to us. 

I am just writing this so that you may have him in view, 
I hope in the G.P. the Parliamentary Board has set him up as 
a candidate. 
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sardaR patel’s correspondence 


■^Vith kindest regards, 


Yours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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30 Januar)' 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I lia%'e received your letter of the 21st inst. I have accom- 
modated Sjt. Kalappa in the constituency from vriiich he was 
returned last time. There were difficulties as there were other 
claimants who were connected with that constituency and as 
Sjt. Kalappa had not kept in touch with it. However, we have 
given our decision in Ids favour and it is to be hoped that it 
will give no ground for complaint. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. V. Girl 
Madras 
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12 February' 1946 

}vly dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 8th inst. I have not yet 
received the proposals from Andhra. The prorincial board meets 
on the 15th, after 'which date they v.dll send their proposals 
immediately. As soon as they are received, the Central Board 
■will proceed to dispose them of. Your objection about the change 
of your constituency’^ is’ill be considered at that time. 

Your personal letter of the same date has also been received. 
That matter vrill also be looked into at that time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
21, Curzon Road 
New Delhi 
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Madras 
21 February 1946 


My dear Chief, 

I see from today‘s papers that I have to contest ‘Sarvasidhi''. 
As I have stated to you, I do not mind so long as it is your 
decision. Before leaving for my constituency, I am trying to 
organize forces to fight Communists who arc standing in the 
labour constituencies. Time permitting I shall also pay flying 
visits if I possibly could. 

I am glad you selected hfr. V. Raghaviah for Nellore. I 
^vouId never have inter\'cncd in that matter but for the fact that 
I felt his selection was just and useful. 

With kindest regards, 

Vours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 


PS. 

The committee on ‘Forced Labour* has been indenniccly 
postponed, presumably on account of protests from States. This 
is for )’our information. 
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27 February 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have your letter of tlie 2Ist inst. about your change of cons- 
tituency. Both Dr. Pattablu and Mr. Prakasam assured me that 
there will be no contest and that you will be returned unopposed 
from this constituency. Therefore, I did not press the matter further. 

About Mr. V. Raghaviah, who svas himself present, the com- 
mittee accepted my advice and I am glad he has been selected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri V. V. Giri 
Madras 

1 Constituency in Visag dilUict 
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TELEGRAM 


Narasapatnam 
1 March 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

UNGONTESTED. VISITING LABOUR CONSTITUENCrES. 

GIRI 
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2 March 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your telegram and I congratulate you for 
your imcontested election. It was expected, as you must have 
seen from my last letter to you. I trust that in the labour con- 
stituencies also, the Congress i\’ill iv-in. It seems in your pro^dnce 
the Communists have established a strong foothold. In this elec- 
tion, it must be demolished and the Congress position \'indicated. 

Yonrs sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Camp Vizagapattam 
2 March 1946 

My dear Chief, 

I am just nos.' in the Vizagapattam labour constituency where 
a Communist is v(^emently opposing our candidate. I hope to 

before I visit other constituencies in the 
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1 have wired you today about Mr. D. V. Ramaswami. I 
must have also mentioned a fact that he is my uncle (my dear 
mother’s first cousin). But I need not assure you that in mak- 
ing a representation on his behatf I am only actuated by the 
country’s interest and not of a personal kind. 

The ^vholc board unanimously selected him and Mr. V. J. 
Gupta docs not carry tlie high n^utatioii wlttch Mr. Ramaswami 
carries willi respect to character, integrity and sacrifice. Our 
leaders should have suggested to you that Mr. V. j. Gupta should 
have been nominated as an alternative to Ramaswami as has 
been done in oilier enses. I am glad Dr. Pattabhi has kindly 
iiitcrs’cncd and justly too. 

Anyway, I am sure whatever your decision is will be accep- 
ted by every one. 

Your justly changing some of the decisions of the local parlia- 
mentary board has rehabilitated Congress prestige very highly. 
Your acts are appreciated. 

With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 
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4 March 1946 

My dc.ar Giri, 

I have just received your letter of the 2nd inst. regarding 
Sjt. D. V. Raroassvami. 1 have made the necessary alteration 
and sent telegrams to Sjt. Prakasam and Sjt. V. J. Gupta about 
the change. Sjt. Gupta has been asked to svithdraiv his nomi- 
nation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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7 :March 1946 

ily dear Giri, 

I have your letter of the 2nd inst. 

I have heard from Sjt, Gupta today that he 6:^'; vdthdra^vn 
his nomination. The Congress nominee. Sjt. Ramasivamij has 
been elected unopposed and I am glad that my decision has met 
ts-ith general approval there. 

Yours sincerely. 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Y. V. Giri 
^ladras 
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21 March 1946 

ily dear Giri, 

I have received your letters of the 17th, 18th and 19th inst. 
There has been some bimgling vdth regard to the selection of 
labour candidates but vre have to rely upon prccincial adsice as 
v.e have here little knovdedge of local conditions. Anyrvay you 
ha\e to do your best imder the circumstances. All over India the 
Communists have lost except the raihvay constituency of the G.I.P. 
and B.B.&C.I., rs-here our people mismanaged things so much 
that ^ rve^ lost both the seats r%-ithout contest. Sjt. Khedgikar’s 
nomination vras rejected on technical grounds. He is now filing 
an election petition. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Y. Y. Giri 
Madras 
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25 March 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I have got )‘our telegram regarding the labour seat in Madras 
and I congratulate you all (or the result. I trust tliis is the 
forerunner regarding elections in hLidras Presidency. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri- 
Madras 
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8 Raja Street 
Madras 
24 December 1945 

Dear Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, 

From the nc^wpapers I find that the Central Parliamentary 
Board is going to meet at Delhi on I5'I'‘46 and will consider 
selection of candidates for the Madras Legislature also. 

In this connection, I wish to inform you that even the final 
electoral rolls arc not yet ready in this province. The revising 
authorities who -will have to sit to consider claims and objections 
will begin svork only on 3-1-46. In the result, the final list will 
be ready about 20-i-’46. That dale also is not yet announced. 
The Government notified that they can only fix the programme 
of elections nflcr the final rolls are available. As applicanb svill 
have to enter their electoral numbers on the application forms 
and make sure of their entry, difficulties will arise in adjudging 
them. But by the time the revising authorities trill sit, we will 
have the decisions ready. Much wind %vas taken out of the sails 
when the Madras Government published that they would not 
disqualify detenus for want of “residence.” 

In these circumstances we called for applications. ^Ve will 
begin considering them as from 5-l-*46. Our committee has 
decided to visit each district before fixing up names. So we will 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


be unable to send up the names before 15-l-’46. However, we 
\vill try to send one batch by then. As for the rest you ivill have 
to wait till the last week of January or the end of January. 

I request you to let me know the latest date by which you 
would expect our trial list. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 

[President, Andhra Pradesh Congress 

Committee] 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. Tlicre are many 
prownces in which applications have been invited before the end 
of the first -week of January' and their proposals are expected by 
the 10th. The committee meets on about 15 January" to discuss all 
these proposals which wll be received before that date. It ■would 
be better if we can get your proposals for your pro'vince also by 
that time. Othenrise ^ve 'svill have to meet again somewhere to 
consider your proposals. If it is possible you may tr>' to e.xpedite. 

I saw a statement sent by you and Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
regarding Mr. Asaf All’s work there. It Avould have been better 
if you had not issued such a statement. Nobody -wants to impose 
decisions from above nor is there any desire to interfere ■adth the 
legitimate rights of the pro\ince. But the centre is bound to give 
due 'weight to representations made by a very large number of 
members of the pro-vincial Congress committee and if the com- 
mittee is almost equally dirided or if there is a substantial difier- 
ence of opinion, it becomes the duty of the Working Committee 
to see that justice is being done to differing groups. The majority 
must not be impatient or intolerant ^v^th the minority. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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29 Januar>’ 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter coataintng tJie list of candidates 
recommended by your board today. As the date for nomination 
^Yas also today, your proposals came very late to be of any use 
for us to consider. Ho^vever, I have already wired my sanction 
to these proposals which were telegraphed to me by you. 

I am expecting your proposals for the general and other 
special constituencies as soon as pooscble, because it has been al- 
ready late and if you do not send tlicm in time, the committee 
will not give you sanction tvithout scrutinising them. You must 
give the committee time to meet and consider the proposals along 
>vith the complaints and appeals received. I therefore suggest 
that you must send them now rvilhoul delay. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T, Prakasam 
Bezwada 
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TELEGRAM 


New Delhi 
27 January 1946 

T. Prak.'isam 
Andhra Congress 
Madras 

YOUR VriKZ laVEVTYFOURTn RECErSTO TODAY. VOUR SCItEOOLED CASTE 
REC0«MENT)AT10'?S appro\xd. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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TELEGRANI 


Ncllorc 
27 Januar>’ 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

MALABAR MOPLAIl FRIENDS MET YESTERDAY AT MADR^^S AND 
REQUESTED TO WTRE AND \\’R1TE TO YOU FOR HELP. SEE LETTER 
REPLY ELLORE TWENTYNINTII COCONUVDA TrnRTIETII 

PRAKASAM 
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TELEGRAM 


68 Marine Drive 
8 February' 1946 

Prakasam 

Congress 

Bervs'ada 

YOUR WRE •n\'ENTYSE\'ENTH AND MADRv\S LETTER EIGHTEENTH 
BEING UNSIGNED COULD NOT UNTIERSTAND. MALABAR MOPLAH 
FRIENDS MUST ACT THROUGH KERALA PRESIDENT, TAiHLNAD THROUGH 
KAMARAJ. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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EXTRACTS 


13-G Ferozeshah Road, 
New Delbi 
8 February 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

As I bad feared, the expected has happened in Andhra. 

The Andhra Pro\'incial Parliamentary Board has rejected the 
applications of eveiy'one of our kisan* Congressites who have had 

1 Peasant 
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as distingaishcd a record of semcc as Congressmen for seats in 
the hfadras Assembly. 

Although there arc more than 40 seats for our Andhra dis- 
tricts, our Idsan Congressites have thought of applying for only 
12 seats. But since the leaders of those Congressmen ^vho had been 
in office in Congress Gommictee dace 1940 had been openly de- 
claring that they would ignore the kisan Congressites and since 
they alone got representation of the Parliamentary Board, tirree of 
our friends did not even venture to apply. 

1 appeal against this injustice. 

Yours affectionately, 
N. G. Ranga‘ 
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13 February 1946 

My dear Ranga, 

f have received your letter of the 6 inst. regarding the ex- 
clusion of kisan Congressites from the provincial recommendations 
to the Central Board for seats in the Madras Legislative Assembly. 
The points raised by you wll be considered by the Central Board, 
which meets on the I7th and thereafter for consideration of these 
applications and if tlierc is anything that could be done in the 
matter, the Central Board tvill certainly do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Prof. N. G. Ranga 
13-C Ferozeshab Road 
New Delhi 


1 Started career as professor of ccononuo in Madras; President, AU-India 
Kisan Sabha; Preddent, Andhra PCC; member, Coosress Parliamentary party at 
Centre; founder-president, Swatantra FWty 
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Masulipatam 
1 March 1946 


To 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

President, Central Parliamentary Board 

Bombay 

Sir, 

Let me offer my sincerest thanks to you and to the members 
of the Parliamentary Board for ha\dng selected me as a candidate 
on the Congress ticket for the West Godavari-cum-Kristna 
Mohamedan rural constituency of the ^Madras Legislative 
Assembly. I 61ed my nomination paper on 28-2-46 before the 
Collector of Kristna and the scrutiny will take place on 4-2-46. 
We got arranged a conference of all the Shias of Andhra Desa on 
27-2-46 at Masulipatam, wherein resolutions -ivere passed that 
all the Shias, now in the Muslim League should secede from the 
League and join the Indian National Congress. 

As it is our first serious attempt in these parts to rally the 
Musalmans of Andlira under the banner of the Congress, I ear- 
nestly request you to bless our attempt and to extend your best 
help in all such, directions as you think desirable. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mirza Ghulam Hasan Khan 
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4 March 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst. I ^v•ish success in 
your efforts to bring round the Muslims of Andhra under the 
banner of the Congress and I congratulate you for the bold stand 
you have taken. It is difficult for any outside Congress Muslim 
leader to come there. Sjt- Asaf Ali is engaged in the Central 
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Assembly, but if you surest any other name, I ivilJ urite 
to him. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mirza Ghulam Hasan Khan, Esq. 

Grandson of the late Nawab of hfasulipatam 
Masub'patam 
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Bezwada 
3 March 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, 

Polling for the elections to the Madras Legislative Assembly 
ivill come off in Andhra between 18*3*46 and 22*3-46 for all 
the general and special seats. You might be aware that the 
Communists htave set up nearly 28 candidates for the general and 
special scats in certain areas, llicy are putting up stiff opposition 
by means of funds got from somewhere. In order to meet their 
propaganda and opposition people in various constituencies are 
demanding of the candidates and the Congress committees speeches 
from all-India leaders of eminence. We know that it svould be 
a great strain upon your valuable time, especially after your 
provincial elections, to come and be with us for a few days. But, 
none the less, in v^c^v of our local situation we are constrained to 
make this demand and request that you ivill be pleased to spare 
as many days as you can from now on till 18 March. Kindly 
inform us the exact date from which you can spare and the 
number of days you wll be available in our province. As soon 
as we hear from you we shall •wire the exact programme and 
arrange for your tour and reccptioii. I hope that you ivill not 
refuse this request of ours. 

Thanking you, 

Your sincerely, 
Kala Venkata Rao 
General Secretary 
Andhra PGG 

Sadar Vallabhbhai Patd 
Bombay 


s. a n-16 
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12 March 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 3 March. 4Ve have a meeting 
of the "Working Committee here from today and as soon as the 
meeting is over, %ve will have to arrange for going to Delhi 
in connection ivith the coming \'isit of the [British Cabinet] 
Delegation. It is not possible for me to come to Andhra before 
the elections, as my engagements here are not such as can be 
put off. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kala Venkata Rao 
Bezwada 


S.\RD.\R PATEL’S MESSAGE TO THE VOTERS OF SOUTH INDIA 

13 March 1946. 

In all the pro^•inces in v.'hich the result of elections is declared, it ap- 
pears that the Communist candidates have all been defeated. None of their 
candidates have so far succeeded any.vhere. Next to the Punjab perhaps, in 
Andhra Co mmunis t candidates are more ninnerous. The election date 
is drav.Tng near in South India and I earnestly appeal to all the voters in 
Andhra, Tamil Nad and Kerala to return the Congress nominees vdth an 
overwhelming majority. In the last elections, polling was first held in the 
Aladras Presidency and the voters had given a lead to the country- by return- 
ing the Congress candidates in vcr>- great majority. I have no doubt that 
in spite of all controversies which have now been finally settled, the South 
Indian voters will ma in ta in their high reputation of being strongly Congress- 
minded and declare unhesitatingly in favour of Indejrcndence. 

The women candidates who are Congress nominees vdll, I trust, score 
heavily against their opponents. 
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27 March 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. I am glad that 
you have succeeded in defeating the Communists everywhere in 
your province, which undoubtedly was their stronghold and parti- 
cularlyas Com. [Comrade] Josh! had made Bezwada his headquarters. 
I must wait till the official results are out, but pending the results 
I congratulate you all for the good work you have done during 
the short period at your disposal. I do not know why Dr. Pattabhi 
recommended candidates who were not strong and made it difficult 
for you to fight the Communists. It was well known that in all 
these constituencies there will be a very sti/T contest. Why he 
did not come to help you in the election campaign in these 
constituencies, I do not know. However, all is well that ends well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. A. Kaleswara Kao 
Bezwada 
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21 February 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter which I have recei- 
ved from Bezwada dated 15th inSt. Ordinarily I svould have 
ignored such a letter but there is a specific allegation in this letter 
which I believe requires immediate contradiction. It is about your 
having collected Rs. 50,000. I do not know whether there is any 
truth in this matter but if you have colJected such an amount, it 
must have been credited to the Congress account in your pro- 
vince. This kind of scandal should not be allowed to be spread 
and therefore I would suggest that you may take such steps either 
by public contradiction or by such other method as you may 
deem appropriate to prevent the spread of such scandals. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. T, Prakasam 
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Camp Sardar Griha 
Bombay 
22 February 1946 

Aly dear Vallabhbhaij 

Thanks for the letter that tvas delivered to me yesterday 
v.'hen I was tvith you in your C.P. Board meeting. 

Some kind 6riends have been after me scandal-mongering. 
It is all due primarily to ignorance from out of v.-hich emy. 
jealous)-, ili--\%ill, cruelty spring. Such misguided men demand 
the heads of innocent men. Sometimes those in poiver fall victim 
to the tricks and machinations of such misguided men. I am 
glad you have proved an exception and adsised me to issue a 
contradiction to a particular scandal. If one should engage one- 
self in contradicting scandals, even one’s full length of 125 years' 
life would not be sufHcient for that purpose alone. 

Therefore I don’t adopt your adtice about contradicting. 
I am thinking of adopting another method. The conspirac)- of 
a group to pull dov.-n one in their effort to pull up another, is 
groi%-ing day after day. .-^s soon as I go to Madras, I shall 
hand over all the papers to my lai',')-ers and seek their opinion 
as to the nature of action that I should take. I shall let you 
knov.' after I get the legal opinion. I am not fond of latv courts, 
yet, if one is compelled he v.-ill have to do it. 

Thank you for the enclosure you v.ere good enough to send 
me -svith yoiu letter yesterday. That supplies the missing link, 
even though it might be a false letter by a false person. 

Now that you are anxious about my reputation and that 
of the Congress, I enclose herein a memo that I have taken today 
from Raj)-a Lakshmamma v.-hich v.-ill give you an idea of the 
nature of the fund presented to me and the natiue of the dis- 
posal of such fund by me. 

Shri Rajya Lakshmamma is the lady v.-ho argued her o-.™ 
appeal before you on the 19th insc. in BPCG buildings in my 
presence. IVhen she came to me this morning, I took the enclosed 
note from her Viith a \ieriv to send it to you and Ivlaliatmaji. 
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I have taken your letter and the enclosure as a confirmation 
of Mahatmaji’s correspondence wth me recently, I request you 
therefore to pass on to Mahatmaji your letter of yesterday and 
this repl)' of mine for his infbnnatioa. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasarn 


293 


25 February 1946 

My dear Prakasarn, 

I liave received your letter of the 22nd inst. Since then I 
have seen Bapu's article in the Harijan entitled "Purses for Public 
Men." Evidently he has also received some complaints about this 
matter. You want me to pass on our correspondence to Bapu and 
therefore I am doing so, but I am afraid neither your reply nor 
the enclosure which you have sent along svith it explains the 
matter properly, 

I assumed \vlien I wrote to you that the purses alleged to 
have been collected by you to the extent of Rs. 50,000 must have 
been sent by you to the Provincial Congress Committee and there- 
fore I suggested that you should contradict the report that you 
had used this amount for personal purpose. The enclosure that 
you have sent me confirms rather than contradicts the allegation, 
if the amount of Rs. 2,000 were collected from villagers and pre- 
sented to you on their behalf along wth an address for your 
services, it would be improper to use them for personal purpose, 
even if they so desired. A Congress leader doing so would be 
charged with exploiting the poor, ignorant villagers and if such 
examples were set by a Congressman holding a high position, it 
svould be a dangerous precedent. If you have therefore collected 
Rs. 50,000 in this manner, I would strongly advise jxiu to credit 
that amount to the PCC. In this mutter no legal advice is needed 
and I do not think that any la\vyer will advise you to go to a 
court of law for redress. TTie enclosure is a piece of evidence 
more against you than in your favour and if you will ever go to 
the court in this matter, the man against whom you svill file a 
complaint svill have the upper hand against you. I svould strongly 
suggest to you to reconsider your position and refund svhatcver 
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amount you have collected by way of public purses to the PCG so 
that there may be no more scandal about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Gamp Sardar Griha 
Bombay 
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8 Raja Street 
Thyagarayanagar 

26 February 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

With your letter dated 21st inst. you sent an enclosure. The 
original of that letter purports to have been signed by one V. 
Srinivasa Iyer. Please let me know whether the original of that 
letter dated 15th inst. ivas received by you tlrrough post or through 
any messenger. If through messenger, can you kindly let me have 
the name and address of the person? I would like to know the 
whereabouts of that V. Srinivasa Iyer in Bez^vada. 

I am inclined to think that the name V. Srinivasa Iyer is 
a fictitious name. That is why I am requesting you to give me 
the above information about that person. IVhile I am troubl- 
ing you for this information, I am also endeavouring to send 
you more proofs similar to that of Rajya Lakshmamma, which 
I sent you with my last letter. 

I hope to send them to you in two or three days. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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1 March 1946 

Aly dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 26th ult. The original 
letter was received by post and not through messenger. 

_ "WTiether the name of V. Srinivasa Iyer is genuine or ficti- 
tious, you need not attach any importance to it. WTiat matters 
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is the contents of the letter. If you think that the facts stated 
therein are false, you need not ^vorry, but reports about these 
purses have appeared in the Andhra Press and as lot of rumours 
are spread about it, it is better for you to issue a public state- 
ment instead of collecting evidwice from individual donors. If 
it is a fact that you have got purses to the extent of Rs. 50,000 
from people and if there ate reports about it in the Press, it is 
your duty to make a public statement that these purses have 
been presented to you for your private use and so you are not 
accountable for it to anybody. The general impression amongst 
the public and particularly amongst (^ngressmen would be that 
the purses are presented to you for public purposes but if you 
can justify its private use, you must prevent this misunderstand- 
ing that is grooving. Some of the people that came here from 
Andhra also talked to me about it. You knosv Bapu has \vrittcn 
in the Harijan about this <juestion tvithout referring to you and 
he will perhaps be receiving letters from Andhra in this connec- 
tion, as it has notv become a public cootroversy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt, T. Prakasam 
Madras 


2 % 

Madras 
2 March 11146 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have sent copies of proofs covering over nearly Rs. 26,000 
today by air mail. Rest will follow within a very short time. 

The originals of the proofs have been sent to Mahatmaji to- 
day by air mail. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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5 March 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd inst. sending me 
copies of proofs covering about Rs. 26,000 of the purse fund. 
You need not take the trouble of sending aU these tilings to me 
because I needed no proof of tliis kind. I had asked you to 
consider the question of propriety of taking public purses for pn- 
vate use. Evidently these collections have been made from numer- 
ous poor people and undoubtedly the money has been given to 
you in appreciation of your ser\nces and sacrifices, but you have 
to consider whether it is proper for a public leader of your 
status to accept such purses for personal use. Therefore, aU your 
efforts to collect evidence is imnecessaiy and you need not waste 
your time and energy after it. 

I have received yoin: telegram about financial help required 
for Muslim and other candidates from yoim province. So far 
as the Muslim candidates are concerned, I understand there are 
only three, of •whom Sjt. Safi Mohamed needs no assistance. For 
the non-Muslim candidates, the province must make its o\ra 
arrangements. It is true that there has been cyclone trouble but 
it is also true that people, in spite of that, are ■trilling to contribute 
money and you have only to make efforts for that purpose. 
Ho'wever, I am doing ■what I can to meet ■vsdth your reasonable 
requirements and writing to Sjt. Kala Venkata Rao about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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Camp Ongole 
9 March 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

In continuation of my last letter to you lam sending further 
proofs and statements of friends to enable you to understand 
the circumstances fully. You will please read the statements of 
Sri T. Viswanadham, Dr. Nagesvvara Rao, Sri M. Bapincedu, and 
Sri Gollapudi Sitaramasastry of Vinayasramam and other friends. 

Although you have asked me not to send further proofs or 
evidence I am sending you because it is necessary that the real 
truth about the nature of the purse has to be understood by you 
and Mahatmaji. I am trying to clear the ground first by plac- 
ing all the proofs. It is a very serious matter for anybody to 
fling a charge against any one recklessly. Nobody can be safe 
in die world if unfounded scandals should be allowed to go un- 
checked. A mere contradiction from me cannot remove the doubts 
of prejudiced minds. 

You have no idea of my struggles. If you have not known 
it hitherto I have every hope that you will know it before long. 
You might testify', at least this much, that 1 have not been in 
the habit of carrying stories against others or in favour of myself 
to any autharitics. When you gave me your letter in Bombay, 

I sent you a reply. I had not the opportunity of talking to you 
at length. There will be a few more proofs yet to reach you. 
The Press contradiction which you advised will be published in 
due course. 

With best wishes, 

Youn sincerely, 

T. Prakasara 
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18 March 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I have your letter of the 9th inst. with its enclosures. I have 
repeatedly told you that this is all a useless "waste of time and ener- 
gy. What I wanted you to do was to consider the question of 
principle "vvith an unbiased mind whether it is advisable for a 
Congressman to take such public purses for private use. When 
I asked you to issue a contradiction, I presumed that "^s'hatever 
purses you may have received must have been credited to the 
Congress account, but when it is admitted that it is not so, the 
question of contradiction docs not arise at all. The collection 
of proofs that you have been making and fonvarding to me is 
wholly unnecessary'. 

I have already sent another remittance of Rs. 10,000 to 
Sjt. Kala Venkata Rao on the 14th inst. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 


MAHATMA GANDHI’S STATEMENT ON COLLECTION OF 
PURSES BY T. PRAKASAM 

MY ADVICE 

New Delhi 
15 April 1946 

Shri Prakasam I have Imown as a worker for many years. He has 
somehow developed a philosophy that a public worker is entitled to receive 
purses from the public for his expenses. In pursuance of that philosophy he 
has received a considerable sum in the shape of purses. Those who collected 
them have svired or written to me that they saw nothing wrong in so doing 
or in Shri Prakasam receiving them. Some have gone so far as to say that 
Shri Prakasam should even become a member of the Madras ministry, if 
not the Prime Minister. 

^\6th the greatest reluctance I must dissent from the tvhole view. I know 
that Shn Prakasam says that he has changed his mind. Sudden conversions 
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arc not unknown. But they arc cast in a differwjt mould. A ministcnhip cannot 
be the end of genuine repentance and conveiston. My advice to Shri Prakasam 
is Uiat he should retire even from the Legislative Assembly and brood over 
the bad example he has set. There i* ample field open to everyone for silent 
service which is often much greater than service done in the limelight. 

M. K. G. 
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Belgaum 
2 October 1945 

Respected Sir, 

Kindly excuse me for writing directly to you in connection 
with the ensuing elections to the various legislatures. I 'would 
have been failing in my duty if I had not expressed my views 
^\^th regard to the selection of candidates for the same. I requ- 
est you to give full consideration to what I have said in the 
accompanying note. 

Kindly excuse me for the trouble. 

Yours obediently, 
P.B. Ugargol 
Chairman 
District Central 
Co-operative Bank Ltd. 
Belgaum 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACTS 

SUGGESTIONS TO THE CONGRESS PARLIAMENTARY BOARD 

It tvUl all the more be welcome if the candidate so selected happens to be 
a veteran co-operator. 

If the so-selected Congress candidate happens to be conversant svith 
lasvs in addition to his being a co-operator. 

Another essential criterion to be borne in mind in respect of Kamatak 
in the selection of candidate from that prosdnee, is the unification of 
Kamatak- 
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P. B. Ugargol 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd inst. 

The coming elections are to be fought, not on petty small 
issues ^vhich would give petty advantages to the people, but on 
the bigger issue of independence. What is the use of the ex- 
perience of a veteran co-operator who, during the struggle when 
people %Ycre faced with a severe trial could not come forward to 
bear the heat of the movement. But it is for your provincial 
organisation to find out proper men for the legblaturcs and if you 
wU send your suggestions to the provincial Congress committee, 
they will be able to test them. 

Regarding the unidcation of Karnatah, no Congressman has 
to learn anytlu'ng new. The Congress stands for provinces based 
on language and the Congress has already accepted that principle 
in its own organisation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri P.B. Ugaigol 
Chairman 

District Central Co-operative Bank Ltd. 

Bclgaum 
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EXTRACTS 


279 Shivajinagar 
Poona 
4 October 1945 

Dear Sardar Patel, 

1 ivad been a member of tlic non-Brahmin party in Bombay 
province since its inception in 1917. I continued to be its mem- 
ber and adherent till the end of September 1937 when I joined 
the Congress. 
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SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 

I joined the Congress as, I have stated above, in September 
1937 yielding to the persuasion and pressure of Messrs. Shankar- 
rao Deo and Gadgil. 

In 1940 I enrolled myself as a satyagrahi and was in jail 
from November 1940 to November 1941. I disagreed tvith the 
‘Quit India’ resolution when it was first passed by the ^Vorking 
Committee on 14 July at Wardha. I informed Mr. Shankarrao 
Deo about the fact of disagreement and made it quite clear that 
I v/ould abstain from participating in the movement. But, in 
spite of this disagreement, I was arrested on 9 August 1942 and 
detained in the Yeravda Central Prison. 

I decided to %vrite to Government informing them frankly 
of my disagreement about the ‘Quit India’ resolution. I tvxote 
to Government accordingly and was released by the end of July 
1943. Since my return I am exclusively devoting myself to my 
profession in order to mend my shattered financial position. 

I still firmly believe that the non-Brahmin movement, in its 
essence, was a movement for the many-sided betterment of the 
masses. 

In Maharashtra and Kamatak the non-Brahmins have done 
their bit for the country’s cause. But in spite of their great sacrifices 
the non-Brahmins are grieved to find that they are not getting 
an effective share in the Congress organisation and in the other 
spheres of Congress activities. 

Even before I joined the Congress (i.e. in 1937) some of the 
Congress leaders had held out very tempting offers to persuade 
me to contest the elections as one of the Congress candidates. I 
did successfully wthstand that temptation. The demands of my 
profession and my present financial position do not permit me to 
even dream of going after fleeting parliamentary fortunes. 

Yours, 

S. S. More’ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


c peasants in Maharashtra who was elected to Lot 

Sabha and unsucceirfully contested Speatership in 1952 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 

Dear SJiri More, 

Thanks for your letter of yesterday delivered to me through 
a special messenger. 

Miicli of what you have wrlllcn is not unknown to me. But 
it is all past history and you must realise that India is now on 
the eve of reaching its goal. Tl»c non*Brahmins must knock off 
dieir fear complex and their inleriority complex. I cannot under- 
stand why 97% of non-Brahmins should have any fear of domi- 
nation from tlic 3% Brahmins. Whatever might have happened 
during the period of foreign rule, sucli things cannot continue 
any longer. When foreign rule Is about to disappear the Con- 
gress can and must be managed and controlled by the non-Erah- 
mins who form the bulk of the population. It is a pity that you 
could not stand the test during the crisis and wrote that letter of 
apology from jail. Thousands of non-Brahmins have made sacri- 
fices during this struggle and the Maharashtra Congress has gained 
considerable strength through their sacrifices. It is not possible 
for the Dmhmins to exploit them. You must forget the past 
and try to educate tlic non-Brahmins along the right lines. Let 
them learn self-reliance and Jci them be strong and they will get 
all possible help from tJie top. 

I see that you hav'C started your practice again. It is not 
possible for all to make continued sacrifices and I sympathise 
with you. But you must not leave the Congress. You must try 
again to come in and serve as an humble worker and regain jour 
position when the time comes. Tlie non-Brahmins have few able 
men and they cannot afford to lose men like you who have abi- 
lity and experience. You must forget the past and try to come 
up with the present. 

I thank you for your suggestions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri S.S. More 
279 Shivajinagar 
Poona 
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Lahore 
24 December 1945 


My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am writing to request you kindly not to contest the Indian 
Christian Poona-Ahmednagar seat for the Bombay Assembly on 
.behalf of the Congress, since Mr. A.B. Tribhuvan, pleader, Ahmed- 
nagar, is not only a party to that resolution but is also desirous 
of fully co-operating with the Congress in the Council. I have 
ho doubt that you wll find him a steadfast nationalist. I, there- 
fore, venture to hope that there will be no official Congress candi- 
date to oppose him. 

Yours sincerely, 
B.L. Rallia Ram' 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Rallia Ram, 

I have received your letter of the 24th instant with its en- 
closures. The Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee has 
already invited applications and I am not sure whether they 
have not received apphcations from Christian candidates for being 
selected on the Congress ticket. I am however making enquiries 
from the provincial committee about the matter. 

Thank you for your kind enquiry about my health. I am 
much better than I was when you saw me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. B.L. Rallia Ram 
Lahore 

1 Indian C2irisl!an leader who settled in West Pakistan 
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30 December 1945 


My dear Di\val;ar, received from Mr. 

I am enclosing licrcwlU copy Christian. If you 

F.M. rinto, ilombay, vho a a ,f ,t is 

think that hit suggest, olt ,s feat'W . > rejection 

— on the Congeess ucket, 
“ ::::::t:i‘^“'.cttcr or fe ^ra. instant nr.h its en- 


closures. 


Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patd 


Sjt. R.R. Dhvsalar 
President, KPCC 
Hubli 


enclosorh 

EXTRiVerr 

15 Bank Street 
Tort, Bombay 
28 Decernbcf 19^^ 


Dear Sardar Sahib, ^ ,jje local ChnsUans 

Though I root the demand rot oommond tint. ■. "t 

much or n thing to mV, and ^-J^'^tommunn. nhnotphttt. . ■ 

principle, the present ^ ^ 


Oirisilans. if given, will go a long "“r 


Yours sincerely, 
v M. Pinto 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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26 December 1945 


Dear Mr. Deogirikar, 

I have received your letter of the 24th instant. If Bala Saheb 
Kher proposes to stand from the University constituency tliere ivill 
be no difficulty and all provinces will gladly support his proposal. 
But as a matter of courtesy I iv^uld advise your committee to 
consult all the Congress provinces tnthin the Bombay Presidency 
by circulating your proposal before sending it to the Central Board. 

, Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. T. R. Deogirikar 
Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
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24 December 1945 


My dear Dhvakar, 

Complaints has’c been received from your province that your 
election board is composed of a large number of members ivho 
arc themselves candidates. Tliere is substance in the complaint 
if it is so. It tvould be advisable to form a board of people who 
are not interested in the election personally. It would not be 
difficult to form a board of three or five members who may not 
be c.aiididatcs and such a composition would give satisfaction and 
nullify the cause of the complaint. 

I have received a copy of the questionnaire issued by the 
Karnatak Provincial Parliamentary Board, Whether it is right 
to issue such a questionnaire to intending candidates or not is a 
question. This information can be obtained ivithout putting 
questions to the candidates themselves. Some candidates may 
consider it offensive. However, it is for you to decide. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhfaiiaf Patel 

Shri R- R. Diwakar 

C/o. Provincial Congress Committee 

Hubli 

Karnatak 
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provincial board and pray for my nomitiation as a Congress candidate for 
the constituency. 

Yours faithfully, 
D. Y. Sambrani 

The Chairman 

All India Central Congress 

Parliamentary Board 

Bombay 
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Hubli 

29 December 1945 

Afy dear Sardarji, 

Re, : Shii Sambrant 

In continuation of my letter dated 28th instant, I am giving- 
below some available information. 

The Belgaum North non-Mohammedan constituency has a 
total of 87,904 voters. Out of them about 17,000 are Harijan 
v-oters. Thus about one-fifth are Harijan voters, the bulk of them 
being Mahars. 

This time in the primary election, Shri Varale (sitting 
Harijan — Mahar member), Shri Money (Harijan — Mahar) and 
Sliri Sambrani (Harijan — Mochi, from IDhanvar) — these three 
have come off successful. 

The total number of votes polled in the last election in 1937 
were as follows: 

Ccigaum North: 


X 36,232 

Sbri A. B. Lalthe ^ 

X 35,358 

Shri N. G. Joshi ^ Congress 

X 31,475 

Shri M. P. Patil j 

26,516 

Shri S. N, Angadi- 

X 21,322 

Shri Varale — Harijan-Mahar 

13,177 

Shri Karalc 

4,169 

Shri Sambrani — (Harijan-Mochi) Congress 

2,091 

Sliri Papanoa — (Harijan) 

725 

Shri Rava 

216 

Shri Chanoappa Savanur (Harijan) 

1,71,281 

Total votes cast. 


Number of voters who actually voted are 42,820. 
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The mark ‘x’ denotes those who svere elected. 

These figures arc instructive and %\'e have to consider all 
these things before coming to a final conclusion. 

Re. ; Rail Road Scheme 

I have some good nervs to convey to you. The Valuation 
Committee visited BagaRot on the 27th and 28th. But I am glad 
to inform you that not a single operator submitted his vehicles. 
If the operators work in this spirit I am sure the scheme v.ill not 
progress. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. R. Dhvakar 
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' 1 January 1946 

My dear Di\vakar, 

I have received your letter of 29 December and I have 
seen the figures of votes of the last election. According to the 
figures ts'e have to be careful lest we may not lose the seat, but 
the difference this time is that the number of voters must have 
increased and the Congress can easily expect to get a much larger 
number of votes. Hotve^'er, you are the best judge of the situation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R.R. Dhvakar 
HubU 
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telegram 


Vallabhbhai Patel 
Chairman Congress 
Parliamentarv' Board 
Bombay 


Dhanvar 
5 February' 1946 


PEEASr. P.EAD irs APPEAL ALREADY EXPLAINED YOU 
?LE.V^ SELECT UE FOR BELGAUSI NORTH HAP^AN SEAT, 


PEPAONALLY. 


SASIBRANI 
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6 February 1946 


Dear Mr. Sambranl, 

I have recd\ed your tdegram of the 5th instant. The deci- 
sion Ijas been taken finally by the Central Board and, therefore, 
there is no appeal against that decision. In order to compensate 
yon /or your /oss tvhfch may ftef, Mrs. Samfarani has already 
been given a ticket instead and, therefore, you should now be 
satisfied. We have done our best to help you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. S.Y. Sambrani 
Market Ro.id 
Dhanvar 
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EXTRACT 


Hubli 
4 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

This is to introduce to you Sjt. Mane, B.A., Ba^-at-La^v of 
Nipani in the district. He is standing as an independent candi- 
date to the coming provinci.il elections. Dr. Ambedkar has put 
up Sjt. Varale as his party’s nominee. Varale was a member of 
the last Assembly. You may be aware that one scat is reserved 
for the Scheduled Castes in this district. 

So far as Sjt. Mane is concerned, 1 am in a position to say 
that lie is a nation.alist and opposed to Dr. Ambedkar’s policy. 
He Wants to explain to you personally why he is not standing 
on the Congress ticket. 

Kindly give liim a heating. 

Yours sincerely, 
Cangadhar B. Deshpande 
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9 January 1946 


My dear Gangadharrao, 

Mr. Mane saw me this morning with your letter. He had 
also brought another letter from Mr. Latthc. It appears from 
what he says and •ivhat you have written that he should be allowed 
to contest as an independent candidate, but after election he will 
sign the Congress pledge and join the party. As you arc all of 
the same opinion and as a large majority of voters are not likely 
to support him if he takes the Congress ticket, he may be allov.-ed 
to do so. The other man, Sambrani, will have a sense of grieva- 
nce and SVC will have to satisfy him by providing for him some- 
where else, cither in the municipality or in the local board. 
After all he is also a loyal Congressman. But I agree on the 
ss’hole svith you that Mr. Mane, svho is a Mahar and svho com- 
mands more influence in that community, should be allowed to 
stand as an independent candidate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Cangadharrao Deshpande 

Hubli 

Belgaum 
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90 Thalakwadi 
Belgaum 
14 January 1946 

Dear Sir, 

I hereby appeal to you and the Central Parliamentary Board 
to consider my application for selection as a candidate for elec- 
tion to the Bombay Assembly. The KPP Board have not yet 
to my knowledge declared its recommendations, but from all I 
have come to know, it seems they are determined to drop me out. 

As I hope you will remember, I requested for permission 
to resign my seat in the Assemblv in 1940-41 as soon as I found 
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that I could not conscientiously declare that I would figlit all 
svar non-violently. You did not permit svhen again I found 
that in my humble viciv the 194-2 movement ^vas not likeiy to 
be advantageous, I again applied to the leader of the Congress 
Assembly Party, Mr. [B.G.] Kher, to permit me to resign in your 
absence under detention. For these reasons I had no mind to 
seek the Congress ticket or contest the coming election. But 
my constituency pressed me and tlie Chikodi Taluka Congress 
^vorkers resolved that I should be a candidate. Then again at 
a meeting of the principal Congress workers in the district, a 
committee consisting of Mr. Gangadharrao Deshpande and two 
others were appointed to select candidates from this district and 
it was agreed by all the persons present, including the president 
and secretary of the DGG, that et'ery one should obey the 
committee’s mandate. The committee asked me to apply. It 
was thus that I was obliged to apply. 

There is a degree of opposition to me from those who think 
that, -if elected, I would stand in their way to ministership. A 
section of Brahmin Cdendi also oppose because they think that 
1 am not as good a Kannadaman as they want. Their two groups, 
headed by some Lingayat [a caste among Hindus in Karnatak] 
leaders and Mr. Diwakar, are trying to have my application 
rejected. 

I have nothing to say if you or your Board think that I 
am unfit to be selected on account of the opinions I hold. 

But if you hold (hat these views do not come in the way of 
my candidature, I hope the Board will give their best considera- 
tion to my application. You know the communal and factious 
conditions in Karnatak and rmaffected by them, I hope tlic Board 
will give justice to me. 

I must add that even though I held the views stated above 
1 did nothing by way of propaganda or public denunciation 
against the majority decisions of tJie AICC and so far as Govern- 
ment was concerned, I maintained complete non-co-operation. 

I was requested to join two ofiicial committees on rural develop- 
ment and food suppi)’. In both cases, I declined. When I 
was released from detention after about two Vveeks, all kinds of 
false rumours spread out. But though they were false and I had 
not even asked for release, I desisted from defending myself, simply 
because I knew I would be finding fault with the activities 
of my Congress friends in defending my'sclf. I think even tod.iy 
that in circumstances like these, this was the best I could do in 



266 


SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 

justice to my own views and my duty to the organisation of 
which I %vas an huml?lc member, 

I again repeat that I have no desire to be selected by your 
Board if it is held that the views I held disqualify me, I only 
wish the Board not to allow themselves to be influenced by the 
communal motives or factiousness in this province, 

I believe an attempt is being made to create an ■ impression 
that I am wanting public support. I have stated above why 
there is this attempt. I would only add that if you permit me 
to fight the election even against those tvho arc making this 
attempt, I would show that I shall succeed in winning my seat. 
I know I am pledged not to fight the election if you do not select 
me. I won’t unless you permit. That is why I would request the 
Board to permit me to do so to test the correctness of those who 
arc bolstering up an opposition to me. I can prove to any 
impartial person that the numerous tclcgi-ams and letters sent to 
the KPP Board were got up by a few individuals here and I am 
willing to accept their challenge, if you permit me to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. B, Latthe 
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30 January 1946 

My dear Latthe, 

I had received your letter of the 14th instant but I was busy 
at Delhi and therefore I could not send you a reply. You know 
that the Central Board has referred back the proposals from Bcl- 
gaum and asked for fresh applications with the extension of time. 
What the committee will do it is difficult to say but I have 
already communicated my opinion to Gangadharraoji previously. 

There is no question of your not succeeding in the election, 
but the Congress cannot permit any one to stand independently 
where it is possible for the Congress to secure success on its own 
ticket. I appreciate your feelings in the matter but it is difficult 
to reconcile opposition tvhere prejudices are created on account 
of peculiar circumstances. 


Sjt. A.B. Latthe 
90 Thalakwadi 
Belgaum 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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19 JanHary 191G 


Dear Mr. Shall, 

I am very glail to learn that you have been released after 
all. I have been making enquiries about you from Seth Lalchand 
and Ratanchand often. I hope you have been able to maintain 
your licalth and, what is more important, your spirit during 
these two years. 

I note what you write about your application for a seat in 
the Bombay Assembly and I am sending your letter on to my 
father at Delhi. I believe it is too late and the decision svouW 
perhaps have been taken berure I (inisli writing this. The Karna- 
tak sitiwfiou is well known to Sardar and Sjt. Shankarrao Deo 
and N. V, Gadgil arc there to advise him also, but my fear is 
that it is already too late. Your disqn.'ilific.ntion will have to 
be removed. I do not know whether you have made any appli- 
cation to Government in the matter. 1 understand that Mr. 
Chetty of Construction Co. as he spoke to me two days ago has 
already svired to you in the matter and as advised by him I 
hope you have sent a telegram to Delhi. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Dahyabhai Patel 

Sjt, M. H. Shah 
Bijapur 
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8 February 1946 

My dear Shah, 

I liad seen your letter of 17~1-4G addressed to Dahyabhai 
after your release from detention. Your nomination for tlie 
Provincial Assembly on the Congress ticket has been finally 
approved and in spite of all agitation to the contrary there will 
be no change in that decision. I hope you will find no difficulty 
jn being returned 'vith a YWy good m:yority. ^Vhcn you come 
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to this side, you must meet me, if I am iu' Bombay, but there 
is no hurry. As you are going to be in the Legislative Assemb- 
ly, you ^vill have many occasions to come to Bombay. 

I trust you are doing ■well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. M. H. Shah 
Bijapur 
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TELEGRAM 


Vallabhbhai Patel 
Care Congress 
Karachi 


Hubli 
1 Februar)”^ 1946 


DnVAKAR AND MALLYA ASSAULTED AND MANHANDLED IN PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOARD MEETING TODAY BY SOME CONGRESS COMMUNAL- 
MLNDED FANATICS ALLEGING DIWAKAR RESPONSIBLE FOR CHANG- 
ING CONGRESS CANDIDATES BY CENTRAL PARLIAMENTARY BOARD. 
PUBLIC FEEL DEEPLY DISTRESSED, 

DR. HARDIKAR 
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6 February 1946 

My dear Dr. Hardikar, 

I have received your telegram and I am enclosing herenath 
a copy of my letter to the President of the Kamatak Prowncial 
Congress Committee in the matter. The incident is disgraceful 
and distressing and I hope the committee %vill take proper action. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. N. S. Harcbliar 
Hubli 



ENCLOSURE 


8 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I had read reports about Sjt- DlwaVar being assaulted and attacked in the 
meeting of the Provincial Parliamentary Board held at Ilubli on 1 Febru- 
ary. On my return from Karachi, I have received the o/Ticial report of 
the proceedings of the meeting of which I am enclosing iierewitli a copy. 
If such disgraceful incidertts are allowed to go unnoticed, public life would 
be impossible and therefore it is necessary to take serious notice of the con- 
duct of the persons concerned. Perhaps your committee may have aJreadj’ 
insisted upon action in the matter, but 1 would be surprised if nothing is 
done about it. I would advise you to issue notices against all those people 
asking them to explain their conduct and if the allegations made are proved 
to be true, they should be expelled from the Congress organisation. Please 
inform me about the .action taken. 

Vours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai P.ntel 

President 
Ktimatak PCC 
Hubli 


INCIDENT AT THE MEETING OF THE PARLIAMENTARY BOARD 
ON 1-2-1946 

“Today (1-2-1946) at about 10 a-m. when the Kamatak Provincial Con- 
gress Parliamentary Board was conducting its business (in the KPCC olhce in 
Ilubli), Shris Dundappa Saunshudhi, L. S. Padl, Shantinath Ingale, Basa- 
waneppa SaniVopp Itagi and Shri Yajaman Sbantarudrappa (of) Bellary, 
altogether about 20 to 25 perstm*, effected (heir entrance into the meeting 
hall without obtaining the permission of (he president of the meeting. 

2. The Board had met to discuss some important matters. Some of these 
people asked the president to grve (hem some time to make representations. 
The president told them that the previous day suSicient time had been given 
to them to do so, bu( yet as the Board was engaged in serious delibera- 
tions, they could see them some tune in the afternoon. In reply to that 
they said that they wanted to represent certain more important matters and 
persisted that they should be given an opportunity to do so then and there. 
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The president said that their attitude was quite inconsistent v.-ith the decorum 
and discipline of the meeting, still they insisted on their demand. The president 
also said that under the circumstances he would have to adjourn the 
meeting, to svhich they said that they would not allow him to do so. Then 
the president said that if thej- did not go out he would be obliged to leave 
the place. ^S'hile the president stood up and svas about to leave the place 
some one of the persons forcibly tried to hold him down. Some other 
person took the olBce files in his hands and was about to go out. One 
Shantarudrappa Yajaman of Bellarj' gave a blov/ on the head of Shri Diwa- 
kar svith his umbrella. On learning about this, persons who svere in the 
hall came in and restored order by asking them to go out. 

3. As these unpleasant things happened while the meeting was going on it 
was thought necessary to record the same in the proceedings book.” 
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Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
5 Februar)’^ 1946 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

We recommend Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district Mus- 
lim seat on the Congress ticket. The district Congress workers 
are agreeable to tlie proposal. Please sanction his nomination 
at the earliest and oblige. 


Yours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 
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7 Februar)' 1946 

My dear Deogirikar, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant. 

Your recommendation of Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district 
Muslim seat as Congress nominee has been approved. You mav 
inform the candidate accordingly. 


Sjt. T. R. Deogirikar 

Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee 
Poona 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
9 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sabib, 

Tlic Provincial Election Board of the BPCC has unanimous- 
ly made the following recommendations in regard to the three 
constituencies which were left out. 

(1) Mr. M. Y. Nurie for the textile labour constitu- 
ency of Bombay. 

(2) For the Indian Christian constituency of Bombay, 
the Board is of opinion that the Congress should not offi- 
cially nominate a candidate of its own. Dr. Jos Alban 
D'Souza is standing as an independent candidate in this 
constituency. During the past scscral years Dr. D'Souza 
has maintained very friendly relations with the Congress 
ill Bombay. lie tvas elected Mayor of Bombay last year 
purely on Congress vote. He has amply justified his elec- 
tion. There would be nothing wrong in recommending him 
for support to the nationalist elements in the Christian consti- 
tuency. Our board is of the opinion that if necessary and 
if it helps the election of Dr. D’Soura, the Congress should 
publicly advise the N.ttional«t Christians to \ote for Dr. 
D’Souz.'i .'ilthough he is running on the indepeudent ticket. 

(3) As reg.irds the millowners’ constituency, we are told 
lh.it Sir Sorab Sall.itv.il.i is being f;«x>ured by the Committee 
of the hlilloivncrs’ Associalion. It is not possible to ran a 
Congress c.indidate in Ibis constituency. TJie board, there- 
fore, docs not ivisli to m.i).e any recommendation as regards 
this constituency. 

(4) The Board examined the position of the two seats 
in the railways constituency. Looking to the election of dele- 
gates, which took place only yesterday, the board is of opi- 
nion that only one Congress candidate can be returned from 
this constituency. The board, therefore, recommends that no 
other candidate should be run in this constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. K. Palil 
General Secretary 
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The president said that their attitude was quite inconsistent with the decorum 
and discipline of the meeting, still they insisted on their demand. The president 
also said that xmder the circumstances he would have to adjourn the 
meeting, to which they said that they would not allow him to do so. Then 
the president said that if they did not go out he would be obliged to leave 
the place. While the president stood up and was about to leave the place 
some one of the persons forcibly tried to hold him dosvn. Some other 
person took the office files in his hands and was about to go out. One 
Shantarudrappa Yajaman of BeUary gave a blosv on the head of Shri Diwa- 
kar with his umbrella. On learning about this, persons who were in the 
hall came in and restored order by asking them to go out. 

3. As these unpleasant things happened while the meeting seas going on it 
was thought necessary to record the same in the proceedings book.” 
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Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
5 Februar)' 1946 

Dear Sardar Saliib, 

We recommend Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district Mus- 
lim seat on the Congress ticket. The district Congress workers 
are agreeable to the proposal. Please sanction his nomination 
at the earliest and oblige. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 
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7 February 1946 

My dear Deogirikar, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant. 

recommendation of Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district 
Mmhm seat as Congress nominee has been approved. You maV 
inform the candidate accordingly. 


Sjt. T. R. Deogirikar 

Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee 
Poona 


Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 



326 


My dear Sardar Saliib, 


Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
9 February 1946 


Tlic Provincial Election Board of the BPCC has unanimous- 


ly made the folloving rccomnicndations in regard to the three 


constituencies svhich sverc left out. 


(1) Mr. M. Y. Nuric for the textile labour constitu- 
ency of Bombay. 

(2) For tile Indian Christian constituency of Bomba)', 
the Board is of opinion that the Congress should not offi- 
cially nominate a cindidatc of its osvti. Dr. Jos Alban 
D’Souza Is standing as an independent candidate in this 
constituency. During the past several years Dr, D’Sotiza 
has maintained very friendly relations with the Congress 
In Bombay. He wus elected Majtir of Bombay last year 
purely on Congress vole. He has amply justified his elec- 
tion. There would be nothing wrong in recommending him 
for support to tiie nationalist elements in the Christian consti- 
tuency. Our board is of (he opinion that if necessary and 
if it helps the election of Dr. D’Souza, the Congress should 
publicly advise the Nationalist Christians to vote for Dr. 
D'Soiiza although he is running on the independent ticket, 

(3) As regards the millowncrs’ constituency, Nve arc told 
that Sir Sorab Saklatv'ala is being f.iTOured by tlie Committee 
of tlic Millowncrs’ Association. It is not possible to run a 
Congress candidate in this constituency. The Iioard, there- 
fore, docs not wish to make any recommendation as regards 
this constituency. 

(4) Tlie Board examined tlic position of the two seats 
in the railways constituency. Looking to the election of dele- 
gates, which took place only yesterday, the board is of opi- 
nion that only one Congress candidate can be returned from 

tcm^tiVoency. The board, thwtfoTt, ittwnintrids that no 
other candidate should be run in this constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 

S. K. Patil 


General Secretary 
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11 February 1946 


Dear Friend, 

Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. 

(1) Your recommendation of Sjt. M.Y. Nurie for the 
textile labour constituent:}' has been approved. 

(2) Your proposal not to put any Congress candidate 
officially for the Indian Christian constituency of Bombay 
and to allov’ Dr. Jos Alban D’Souza as an independent candi- 
date in this constituency has also been accepted. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Secretar}' 

Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
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Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
10 February 1946 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

^Ve are recommending Sjt. I. N. Hakim as a candidate to 
contest the reser\'ed seat for Mohamedans in Satara district on 
behalf of the Congress. Kindly send your sanction. 


Y'ours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 
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11 Februar}' 1946 

^ly dear Deogiril:ar, 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant. Your recom- 
men ation o Sjt. I.N. Hakim to be nominated as Congress 
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candidate for the Mohamedan constituency in Satara district has 
been approved and the candidate may be informed accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. R. Dcogirikar 
Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
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Belgaum 
10 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Salub, 

As I said in my telegram yesterday, I am very grateful to 
you for selecting me and putting me in the Northern Division 
of this district. 

My first thought on hearing of my being put in tJje Southern 
Division was that it did not matter much, thougli I inctv N. D. 
tvas easier. During the last two days, however, I have clianged 
my \^c^v. I knoiv now tlmt some of our o^vn tvorkers have gone 
the length of instigating anti-Congress Lingayats to put up an 
independent candidate in S. D. and make my task very difficult. 
This is sad, but new experience lias made me tvish to avoid the 
serious risks of contesting in tlie South. 

I hope by no'jv you have come to know how far malice has 
gone in Karnataka and you will not disbelieve me when I tell 
you that in the predominantly Lingayat South Bclgaum, there 
would be much malicious opposition to me, and possibly some 
treachery as well. 

One word more. For long, I did not wish to contest this 
election. But the decision of Gangadhar Rao Samitj, proposed by 
my opponents themselves, put me under a moral obligation and 
I had to apply. I need not recount what followed. I feel sincerely 
grateful for what you did, which saved me from a very annoying 
situation. That is why I am so grateful. 

Yours sincerely, 
A, B. Latthe 


S. C. IM8 
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13 February 1946 


My dear Latthe, 

Thanks for your telegram and also your letter of the 10th 
instant. Karnatak is a difficult province and people there are 
easily moved by passion. There is very little tolerance amongst 
public workers. In the disposal of the election of candidates, 
the little province of Karnatak has given us more trouble than 
the biggest one in India. 

Gangadhar Raoji was more anxious for your going to the 
legislature and he has worked hard for it against many odds. 
Perhaps your inclination to stand aside would have given you 
more peace than your going in. Let us hope that you will be 
more helpful to straighten affairs in Karnatak or at least keep 
the Karnatak Assembly Party in order. It is a crowd of iiTe- 
concilables and people of incompatible temperament. It is diffi- 
cult to work with such people. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. A. B. Latthe 
Belgaum 
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11 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

In continuation of my letter of the 29th ultimo, I have to 
inform you that in consultation with the Bombay Provincial 
Congress Committee, the Central Board has decided to allow 
you to stand as an independent candidate from the Indian Chri- 
stians constituency of Bombay, and not to put any official candi- 
date of the Congress there, in view of the fact that there is a 
possibility^ of some embarrassment being [caused] to you, in case 
of our insistence on your accepting the Congress ticket. You have 
always in the past stood by the Congress in the Corporation, 
particularly since your being elected as Mayor and in vieiv of 
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your general pro-Congress attitude, it has been decided to make 
this concession in your favour in this constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Jos Alban D’Souza 
Mayor of Bombay 
Bombay 
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TELEGRA^f 


Ycotmal 
13 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Congress House 
Bombay 

AGRICULTURISTS OT BERAR MOST DISAPPOTNTED AT REJECTION 
DOCTOR PANJABRAO DESIlStURH’S NAME ELLICllPUR DARYAPUR 
CONSTrrUENCY, VITAL OBJECTIONS COVINDRAO’s NOMINATION. EARN- 
ESTLY PRAY RECONSIDERATION AND REINSTATEMENT DOCTOR DES«- 
MUKII’S NAME. DEPUTATION PRAYS TIME SVATHNO ON YOU BEFORE 
DECIDING. REVISIONS FILED. PLEASE REPLY. 

NARAVAN BALAjr PATIL 
YEOTMAL 
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TELEGRAM 


Lahore 
2 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

LETTER SENT THROUGH GHAZNAVI. NO ANSWER, DESIRE STAND 
PUNJAB J\SSE^^3LY LAHORE SEAT. YOUR SUPPORT ESSENTIAL. CAN 
COME PERSONALLY IF INTERVIEW NECESSARY. WIRE. 

MRS. ZUTSHI 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 

4 November 1945 

Mrs. Zutshi 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

YOUR LETTER THROUGH MAULANA GHAZNA\T RECEIVED, CAN 
GIVE NO PROMISE IN ADVANCE. SELECTION LARGELY DEPENDS 
UPON PROVINCIAL RECOMMENDATION. 

VALLABHBHAI 


276 



336 

EXTRACT 


6-B Kapurthala House 
Lake Road 
Lahore 
5 November 1945 

Dear Sardar Pateiji, 

I have duly put in my application for the Congress ticket for 
the Punjab University constituency from which I was returned 
to the Senate, as a Congressman in March 1940, as well as in 
March 1945. I had the unique distinction of having Gandhiji’s 
blessings both in 1940 and 1945. The University constituency 
is a Joint constituency and out of 1,600 voters, Muslims are 
less than 300. 

It is difficult to anticipate precisely the decision of the 
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee regarding my application. 
But what I have gather^ so far is that the PFCC will not recommend 
my name for the University constituency; the reasons that will 
influence their decision are as follows: 

(1) After the voIte»face of Mr. Abdul C^ayum and the somer* 
sauU of Mian Iftikhar*ud*Din, the sincerity of almost every nationa* 
list Muslim in this part of the country b being questioned and 
his bona fides being impugned. 

(2) In case the Congress ticket is given to a Nationalist 
Muslim for a mixed constituency like the University, the Mahasa- 
bhaiies and others may kick up a row and their propaganda may 
spoil the chances of some of the Congress candidates for the 
general constituencies. 

(3) There being t^vo distinct Congress groups in the Punjab, 
a neutral person like the writer of these lines will be altogether 
ignored, when a bargain is to be made bemxen the tsvo rival 
sections, about the distribution of seats. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Prof.) Abdul Majid Khan 
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Poona 

12 November 1945 

My dear Prof. Abdul Majid, 

Your letter of the 5th instant regarding your proposal for Con- 
gress ticket for the Provincial Assembly has been duly received. If 
I had my choice I would certainly, wthout a moment’s hesita- 
tion, sanction your proposal straighta^vay. 

About your fitness for selection there can be no two opinions. 
You have been a staunch Congressman all through your career 
and have always stood for unadulterated nationalism. As far as 
my own vie^s’s in the matter of this selection are concerned my 
%veight ■vv'ill be entirely in your favour, but I am not in a posi- 
tion to say what view my Board will take at this stage. The 
proposals from the provinces uHl be first scrutinised by the pro- 
vincial selection board and will be submitted here %dth their 
recommendations. The Central Board ^s’ill then meet and decide 
finally. There may be a number of considerations ^vluch may 
influence the judgment of the Board, but if they feel that your 
selection is likely to result in the losing of a seat in that consti- 
tuency tire}' may prefer another, in "is’hich case I have no doubt 
you ■svill accept the decision of the Board willingly as a loyal 
Congressman and support ■\vhoever is selected as the candidate. 
More than this I cannot say at this stage. 

You perhaps remember that I was also present when you last 
met Bapu at Simla. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Prof. Abdul Alajid Khan 
Lahore 
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Poona 

1] November 194-5 

My dear Gopicband, 

Prof. Abdul Majid Khan has applied for the Congress ticket 
for the Punjab University constituency from which he has been 
returned to the Senate as a Congressman in March 1940 as svelj 
as in 1945. This is a joint constituency where out of 1,600 votes 
there are less than 300 Muslim votes. It tvould indeed ^ a great 
, gesture to the minority community and vindication of the prin- 
ciple of joint electorate if the Congress would return a Muslim 
Congressman from tliis constituency where the Hindu soters are 
in a very large majority. 

I do not krjow tvhat tvould be the reaction of your comrruttee 
in this matter, but I should like to l^;no^v your osvn view about 
this case. His propos.al is still under consideration by your com- 
mittee, but he has sent me a copy in advance. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhal Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 

Lahore 

PS. 

You can also co/uuJt MauJana Daud Chaanavi and Jet me 
know what his own reaction in the matter is. 
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17 Jail Road 
Lahore 
13 December 1945 

My dear Sardarji, 

I am SQ much obliged to )’ou for the honour you have con- 
ferred upon me by nominating me to contest the Lahore City 
(General) constituency of the Punjab Legislative Assembly. I 
hope, by the grace of God, I shall continue to enjoy your confi- 
dence. As it happens, there has been no suitable opportunity for 

279 
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iTiy coming in closer contact with you. I shall consider it my 
privilege to be afforded greater opportunities of personal contact 
with you in so far as they may be considered to be in the inte- 
rest of the public life of my province. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bhim Sen Sachar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Birla Park 

Calcutta 
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25 December 1945 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst. We would indeed 
e \ery glad to be of any help to your province and to have 
great^ opportunities of personal contact %vith you so that you 
may be able to understand us better and also be able to render 
^eater service to your province. Unfortunately, the Punjab has 
been divided into groups and factions of a very bitter type and 
hardly tivo men trust each other. All sacrifices of the people of 
the Punjab end in nothing on account of the disunity, distrust 
and comequent demoralisation. The Uvo prownces that have 
suttered from these maladies are the Punjab and Bengal. I have 
noticed that you have been trying to steer clear of parties, but 
Aat IS not enough. It may give you peace of mind but indi- 

consequence when %ve see all round our 
work bemg undone by our coUeagucs and comrades. I do not 
mean to attach any blame to you for your keeping aloof fi-om 
parties; that is the least that is expected from good CongressmL 

fvitW^' enforce his voll 

vithout carmg for the displeasure of those ivho are in the 
tvrong, no progress can be made. 

i^izzT; 

the enthusiasm nf th^ ^ *ree years. 


41,- • — evAA :>cn.niices 01 the na<;t threat 

the enthusiasm of the people and the atvakening^ of die 


masses 
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result in nothing, and the energy and the expenses of all of 
you will in the end be tvasted. Punjab is a key province. Can no- 
thing be done to make Congress tvorkers realise their sense of 
responsibility at this critical period? 

Is there any danger about the University seat from 
where Dr. Gopichand has agreed to stand or shall tve get it 
tnthout much difficulty? 

Wiat about the commerce constituency? Will our candi- 
date xWn or is there any danger? 

I notice tliat the Akalis arc on the svar path and no settle- 
ment has been reached. Shall we be able to secure all the non- 
Muslim seats for which we have given Congress tickets? \Vhat is 
the position and strength according to your calculation of the 
Unionist Party and what is your estimate about the strength of 
the League? How many Independent Muslims will be returned 
and how many Congress Muslims will be returned in the elec- 
tions? Please send me a full rejwtt on all these questions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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30 December 1945 

My deaf Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of 24 December. I understand 
from Sjt. Sarat Chandra Bose that he is coming to your province 
for a few day’s, and I hope that his visit will be helpful in creating 
an atmosphere in favour of the Congress so far as the elections 
are concerned. It would be unfortunate if his visit results in 
accentuating party differences. I am afraid that some people 
there may try to exploit this occasion for party purposes. 

The Congress there svouJd be greatly discredited if sve are to 
lose in the non-Muslim General constituencies anywhere, and 
particularly if we lose in the Commerce and University consti- 
tuencies. The labour seat, where you have put your own president 
as a candidate, must also be won. 

The Punjab is a prosperous province and a key province of 
Pakistan. It should not be diiScult for the Congress to raise 
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any amount of money for this all-important issue, %vhich affects 
the Punjab most, but if in spite of this you and your colleagues 
feel that some help from outside is necessary, I should do my best 
to help you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt, Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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Lahore 
2 January' 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

Many thanl:s for your letters of 25 and 30 December 
194-5. I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter of the 
25th ultimo earlier. I have wired you today explaining that the 
delay has been due to ray absence from station in connection 
^s'ith the Assembly elections. 

I do not want to add to your distress by joining my obser- 
vations •vvith yoms on the state of things prevailing in the Punjab. 
As a Punjabi I am thoroughly ashamed of it. All that I can say 
is that my humble services are uarescr\'edly at your disposal and 
I shall consider it my great pri\ilege to be able to comply v.ith 
your instructions which, I request, you should be good enough to 
give to me from time to time. I shall make every' endeavour to 
live up to them. 

No doubt some nominations of Congress candidates are being 
very adversely commented upon by the public, but to my 
mind this is not the time to go into their merits or demerits. At 
present our only concern is to secure the largest Congress succes- 
ses. My appreciation of the situation is that if ive have suffi- 
cient funds at our disposal wc may be able to annex extra sLx or 
seven seats. As it is, given proper transport facilities, for svhich again 
funds are necessary', we expect to capture the following seats: 

(a) General scats ... 33 

The total number of general scats is 43. The losses represent Sche- 
duled Caste scats and Hindu scats from Ambala DiwEion and 
Kangra district. 

(b) The estimate of Sikh seats varies from six to seven. It is 
urged that if properly' financed tsvo or three extra scats can be tvon. 
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(c) The Congress may haidly get hvo Muslim seats. 

(d) From the special seats wc expect to secure the Univer- 
sity and the Commerce scats. We arc experiencing sufficient diffi- 
culties in these seats, hut I expect we shall ultimately succeed by 
the grace of God. 

(e) Nothing can as yet be said with certainty about the 
Labour seats. TJic chances are not without hope. 

Some think ^vc may capture one of the Landlord seats also, 
although Dr. Gopichand tabes the opposite view. 

Some think the Muslim League may capture even 50 seats but 
the general opinion is that the ftfuslim League’s strength may be 
sommvhere in the neighbourhood of 40 seats. I am given to 
understand that if Ahrars are properly financed they may secure 
2 or 3 ^^^sHm seats. This vnll, therefore, not leave more than 
about 40 Muslim seats for the Unionists. 

Although, as I have witten to you before, wc arc trying to 
raise funds locally; it appears to me and to other friends that 
financial aid [from] your end is absolutely unavoidable. The 
transport arrangements cost a lot. You may, therefore, kindly 
convey to the provincial president the amount that you would 
be good enougli to place at the disposal of the Provincial Con- 
gress Committee with full instructions as to the manner in svhich 
the money should be utilised. Wc are racing against time. If 
there were sufficient time at our disposal and a proper election 
campaign could have been organised, we should not have stood 
in need of your help to the extent that we do now. It is etpec- 
ted that the visit of Sjt. Sarat Chandra Bose will be utilised for 
raising some funds for the elections. 

With respects, 

Yours sincerely, 
Bbim Sen Sachar 
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8 January 1946 

2>fy dear Bhim Sen, 

I have your letter this morning. I had a long talk with Seth 
Sudarshan before I got your letter. You \vill learn everything 
from him about what I have to say, and therefore I ivill not svrite 
anything in this letter as I am hard-pressed for time also. It would 
be a misfortune if you, Dr. Gojueband and Maulana Daud would 
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fail to act \s4th one mind and one voice at this critical period in the 
histor>' of our country'. The Punjab liolds the key to the future 
of India and you three have to play a most important role in that 
stage at this liour. May I expect you all to forget personal pre- 
judices and have a frank and open talk so that you can come to 
one common plan of action in order that we may be able to [play] 
our cards well? If you make a joint demand endorsed by all 
the three, I will not question your judgment or hesitate to help 
you. I shall only expect you to consider that I have to meet 
with the requirements of the whole countr\’. Therefore, don’t ask 
me to give you anything whicli may not be required and see that 
the money is spent carefully and with proper economy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Bhim Sen Saebar 
Lahore 
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11 January 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I am awaiting a reply to my letter sent tlirough Seth Sudar- 
shan. I trust you three have discussed my suggestion and come 
to some reasonable solution. It would be a pity if in this crisis 
you three -isnuld not agree and leave me ^^'ithout any proper gui- 
dance. I am ajixious to help you all to the best of my ability and 
I see no difficulty in doing so, if you all agree. From the 16tii 
onwards, for more than a week, I srill be in Dellii. 

Yours sincerely, 
\^alJabhbhai2PateI 

Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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27 November 1945 

My dear Duni Chand, 

have received your letter of the 24th inst. Maulana Mohd. 
lasm met me m Bombay at the time of the AICG meeting and 
^ve had a long talk about the Punjab situation. He was prudent 
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of telPunjab Proa-incial ta£^o.^buT*’his sdettion 

thcrefote bo having «_OTbly and his choice for a 

as a candidate for Central Board and by himself res- 

constituency can be made by a^va^e that the 

pectivcly. It is not open for me to President at 

meeting of the Central Sections are to be consi- 

Calcutta on the 4th, when th J suggest an>'thing for 

dcred. It ivould be improper for me to sugg 
svhich I may not be able to secure - j^IusUms and 

In *c past attcmpn. have he» made by^& ^ 
other interested persons on my 1*. „,ber persons 

grace of Providenoe, ■'“ “V ” ’person is not in the 

have been kiUed. To take the hfe of ^y 

hands of an individual S'j°“51ds „^|d and am wanted else- 

onlv If my work is finished in this . ^le manner m 

wtm my fife wHl «"<>/“• o^Ther " ay. However. I must 

„hich it is destined to end and m no otn 

thank you for your aH, s*ho has forsrarded it 

to mV'it''wm'brp" aced before the Board. 

ir«n,V,ViV»tiai Patel 


Lala Duni Chand 


Advocate 
Ktipa NivM 
Ambala City 
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telegram 


Calcutta 
20 December 1945 


Sardar Patel 
Care Congress 

VO txasu. sasinAn sannon smoH nm Kor «onmn coK- 
‘ svnovr.... 
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22 December 1915 

Snrat Bose 
Wooilbum Park 
Calcutta 

YOUR WRU. HOARD OAVR rUI-I- AUTJIORJTV TO ^tAUIAL^•A DAUD TOR 
StKU DOMINATIONS. IIAVR WIRKD ACCOMMODATE 1!' rOSSIRIj;. 

VALI..vnHDIIAI 
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TELEGRAM 

Calcutta 
23 December 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Care Congress 
Bombay 

FAILED TO GET YOU PHONE L.\ST NIGHT THIS MORNING. SHALL TRV 
AGAIN TONIGHT. UNDERSTAND SARDAR INDER SINGH MILLOWNER 
CA\v.NPORE [now Kanpur] with no record public work pre- 
ferred BY PUNJAB CONGRFAS TO S.\RDUL SINGH. KINDLY RECnrY 
WRONG DONE TO SARDUL SINGH. 

SARATBOSE 


349 

Calcutta 
23 December 1945 

My dear Sardar, 

I am enclosing herewth the relevant portion of Shri Ramrup 
Sharma’s letter to me dated the 18th inst. which was to hand 
yesterday. 

I could never anticipate that Sardar Sardul Singh would 
be refused Congress nomination and that a gentleman rvho has 
286 
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never lived in the Punjab and bad no record of public work to his 
credit, would be preferred by the Punjab Congress. If you can 
do anything to rectify tlic wrong done to Sardar Sardul Singh, I 
shall feel grateful. 

Your telephone call yesterday came at a time when I was 
out. I tried to get you on the phone last night and also this 
morning but did not succeed. Fortunately, Nathalal got me on 
the phone last night and I told lum that I would request Sjt. 
Suresh Chandm M.'ijumdar [proprietor of Hindusthan Standard 
and Ananda Pazar Patrika, Calcutta] not to publish in his papers 
messages regarding the so-called contest for leadership of the 
Opposition of the Central Assembly. I spoke to Suresh Babu 
last night and he told me that he wotild give roy message to the 
editors of his papers. 

I hope you arc improving steadily. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sanat Chandra Bose 

Sardar ValiabUbhai Patel 
Bombay 


ENCLOSURE 


1 Miulon Road 
Lahore 
18 December 3945 

My dear Sarat Dabu Sahib, 

I regret to inform you that this time ogaio [Sardul SinghJ Caveerhar 
has been refused the Congress ticket and one S. Inder Singh, miilowner, 
Cavmpur, who has never lived in Uie Punjab smd is a UP man, has 
been given the Confess ticket. This gentJemaa has no public work to bis 
credit. In the first instance he wrote to Afastet Tara Singh seeking the 
Pantbic’ ticket but when this was refused he applied for the Congress ticket. 
For the Central Assembly seat S. Sant Singh was given preference over 
Caveesharji and nominated CongTe» candidate. S. Sant Singh was never a 
Congressman. He also applied for the Panthic ticket and when refused he 
applied for the Congress ticket which was given to him and the Congress 
lost the seat. 

If tried Congressmen are put up agmnst Panthic nominees one can under- 
stand but when millownen and millionaires are allowed to put on the 
t One devoted to cause of SiUi iauh 
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Congress label, as has been done in tlic ease of S. Indcr Singh, Sikhs natu- 
rally feel lliat the Congress is putting up a fight not because they have 
better candidates but because tlicy want to create friction amongst the Sikhs. 
This feeling is getting stronger and naturally Congress prestige suffers. 

I know you arc busy with your Bengal affairs but situated as we are, 
we naturally look up to you for help and guidance. 

I have sent a telegram to Caveeshar Sahib intimating to him about the 
rejection of his application. He is alone in a small jail in the hills. You 
can imagine his feelings. 

Yours sincerely, 
Ramnip Sharma 
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TELEGRAM 

Lyallpur 
22 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress Parliamentar}’' Board 
Bombay 

DISINTEGRATION AMONGST AKALIS STARTED. THEY STAND THOROUGHLY 
EXPOSED, PLEASE DECLINE ADJUSTMENT. LETTER FOLLOWS, 

SANTSINGH 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Sarat, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd inst. I am enclosing 
herewth a copy of a reply received by me from Maulana Daud 
Ghaznavi who was requested to accommodate [Sardul Singh] 
Caveeshar for the provincial seat. I tried my best but as I had 
expected I did not succeed. I am expecting a progress report from 
you since I left regarding the Prowncial Assembly elections. I 
trust that things are going on well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
Calcutta 
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My dear Maulana SaJiib, 

You knmv tliat the negotiations between the Congress and 
the Akalts have failed. Sardar Baldev Siogh has issued a state- 
ment vigorously attacking the Punjab Congress organisation for 
the failure and for some of the nominations made by them. I am 
enclosing liereivitli a Press cutting for your perusal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


ENCIXtSimt: 

EXTRACT 

Defining the attitude of the Sikhs, be said that the Sikhs would not tolerate 
Che representative character of anyone regardiDg the Sikh seats unless tve were 
satisfied that Sikh intetett would b« protected with the same zeal as the larger 
national interests. "The Sikhs have repeatedly made it clear that Uiey stand for 
the freedom and integrity of India; they stood with the Congress in the past 
and will continue to do so- kSlto in his senses doubts this prevailing and unanu 
motis Sikh sentiment?’’ 


353 

TELEGRAM 


Lahore 
30 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

UNIONISTS AKALIS IXAGUERS COSntUNISTS VEIIES1E.VTI.Y OPPOSING 
CONGRESS CANDIDATES. REQUEST YOU ASK PANDIT JAWAIIARLAL 
TOUR PUNJAB SECOND OR THIRD WEEK JANUARY. PLEASE WRE. 

M. DAUDOHAZ.NAV1 
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2 January 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 30 December. We have no 
knowledge of any talk of compromise wth the Akalis to which 
you refer in your letter. You say that you vvdll be able to defeat 
Sardar Baldev Singh, but you do not say anjihing about ho^v 
many Sikh seats ■will be secured by the Congress. That really 
W'ould be a test of Congress strength amongst the Sikhs. Defeat 
of a single indi\idual would not solve oiu problem nor should it 
be regarded as a great •victor^-. We have nothing personal against 
any individual. We are fighting for a cause for which •^re want 
to win all sections of people on our side. 

I regret I am not yet strong enough to come there. I would 
advise Congressmen in the Punjab to forget petty differences and 
face big issues with large mindedness and stout heart. There 
should be no quarrels or parties or factions amongst Congress- 
men in the Punjab, which is the key province and -^vhich holds the 
future of India in the balance. We must all unite and fight the 
forces of reaction and disintegration. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Dila Ram 

Secretary', Tehsil Congress Committee 
Rupar 


355 

EXTRACTS 

Bradlaugh 'pall 

Laljhore 
4 January 1?946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Both the Unionists and the Akalis are struggling to makl' 
use of the Congress in order to achieve power for themselves \ 
Their mam mterest is not, and never has been, to assist the f 
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Congress to doivn Uic Muslim I^gue, but to achieve power even 
at the expense of the Congress. 

I as the custodian of the honour and prestige of the Congress 
in this province cannot and %vill not aJiosv the Congress to be 
made a pa^vn in this game of posvcr politics. 

I no^v proceed to deal tvith the matters mentioned in your 
letter detail by detail. It is the first time through your letter that 
I learnt that Baldev Singh oflcred us half the seats. Whenever 
Baldev Singh spoke to me either in your presence or in the pre* 
sencc of Dr. Gopichand or whenever any message tvas given to 
me on his behalf citlier by his secretary [B.S.] Gilani or by Dr. 
Gopichand, at no time was an offer of half the Sikh seats made to 
us. Baldev Singh has alwa>'S said only this; “Let us see who 
have the best chance and choose accordingly.” But whenever the 
question of our best candidates cropped up, none of them, strangely 
enough, in his opinion had a chance. 

You tvill recall tliat in Calcutta we were given a mandate by 
you to settle ivitli the Akalis on the basis that tJjey would not 
put up their candidates against us in 16 or 17 seats. When I 
and Dr. Gopichand on our return met Baldev Singh on two or 
three occasions, after difficult arguments, he agreed to thb 
proposal which fell short of your mandate but in the interest of 
unity tve accepted it. The proposal was; 

(i) that we would not be opposed by the AtaJis in ten 
constituencies; 

(ii) tliat tlie Congress would not oppose the Akalis in ten 
constituencies; 

(ili) that we would have a contest in five seats between 
Congress and Akalis; 

(iv) that in 7 seats the Congress would not oppose the Aaklis 
because they tliought that the Congress had no strong 
candidates to pnit up in these seats. 

^Ve were ready to accept even this but when the negotiations 
%yere nearing completion, in the presence of Dr. Gopichand, Sohan 
Singh, Jalal'Usman a lieutenant of Master Tara Singh, got up 
and opposed this and Baldev Singh was unable to carry it through 
with the Akalis. 

Subsequently we came to the following agreement with Baldev 
Singh. Some 16 or 17 Communists arc contesting Sikh seats, out 
of which four are serious candidates. We agreed that the Akalis 
should contest two seats against the Communists and ^ve tvould 
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put up no candidates and that we should contest the t^vo other 
Communist seats and that the Akalis would not put up their 
candidates for these t-wo seats. This agreement -tvas accepted by 
the Akalis and was brought into action. 

We have no^v declared 23 Sikh candidates and 3 more names 
•\vilJ be announced, if favourable. Again there is a move by the Aka- 
lis offering she or seven seats only in which they ■wUl %\’ithdraw 
their candidates stating that in return we should withdraw all om: 
candidates from all our seats. These six or seven include those tis’O 
seats in ^vhich we are fighting the Communists. This is no settlement 
at all. Sikh Nationalist Congressmen are adamant and declare 
that nowadays there can be no compromise. Their honour is at 
stake. Four weeks remain for the polling and at this stage to 
talk of letting our nationalist friends down is to commit suicide. 

In regard to the Hindu seats, the total is 35. Out of tliis 11 
rural seats belong to Ambala, four rural to Kangra and hvo 
rural to Hoshiarpur which are known as Jat or Rajput seats. 
The candidates nominated to these seats are those ^vhose nomi- 
nation tvas agreed to by Dr. Gopichand as also by all other parties 
except in one case. It is here that we have our main contest with 
the Unionists. 

Finally there are eight scheduled caste seats. By a resolution 
of the election board Dr. Gopichand was given the sole authority 
to make nominations to these seats and although the elections are 
far advanced he has made announcements in respect of only four 
persons so far, one seat hawng been lost to the Unionists already 
by carelessn^s. "We have pending applications from the other 
three Harijan seats and I am sure if funds are provided ^ve can 
■\sdn all these Harijan seats. 

Originally we had 15 Muslim candidates and ^ve dropped four 
as we did not want to press weak candidates. Out of the remaining 
11, eight are fairly strong and I have a strong feeling that six 
of our men must win proHded we can give them adequate 
funds. 

Let me here make it clear that the advice given by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru was to the effect that we must put up candi- 
dates e\ er\^vhcre in order that we should be able to create a 
favourable atmosphere for our propaganda. 

It is not by adjusting a seat here with the Akalis or a scat 
there with^ the Unionists that we could carry the flag of the Con- 
gress to Hetory in the province. 



PUNJAB — ^FACTIONS GALORE 


293 


You will agree \Wih me that it is wrong that any respon- 
sible worker should send misleading reports and not even inform 
me of what he is doing. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. Daud Ghaznavi 
President 

PP Congress Committee, Lahore 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the 4tli instant through Seth 
Sudarshan. You are under a misapprehension in believing that 
my last letter to you was b.iscd upon information supplied to me 
by Dr. Gopichand. The fact is that I have received several 
letters from various sources in the Punjab, both Congress and non- 
Congress. My letter contained tlie substance of all this informa- 
tion and the undercurrent of all these sources tvas practically 
uniform. 

I have explained my position fully to Seth Sudarshan. Mr. 
Gllani came here at the time when Sudarshan was here and so 
they had also a frank talk in my presence. 

I had a letter from Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar and his opinion 
about the Punjab situation did not materially differ from that 
given by Dr. Gopichand. MaulW Gani also met me here three 
days ago and he also practically supported the same vie%v. He 
asked for financial help and he said that all that was wanted was 
Rs. 2 lakhs and if that %vas given we %vould get 51 seats. He did 
not know that I had sent Rs. 1 lakh previously. When Mr. Bhim 
Sen phoned to me, it was for the first time that I learnt about 
a much bigger demand. It >vas further improved upon in the 
budget which Seth Sudarshan brought to me. Dr. Gopichand’s 
estimate almost tallied with Maulvi Gani’s demand. It is diffi- 
cult for me to act under these conflicting demands, but if you, 
Mr. Bhim Sen and Dr> Gopichand sit together and frame a com- 
mon demand in agreement endorsed by all the tJiree, I will have 
no hesitation in meeting your requirements. 

If the proposals for a settlement with the Akalis, which is 
being discussed by Seth Sudarshan and Mr. Oilani, result in some 
agreement, it may result in a substantial reduction of your 
estimate. 
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It must be clearly understood that I ^viU do my best to 
help you provided you help me in setting matters straight 
there. As things have been explained to Seth Sudarshan in 
detail, I •^vill not ^vrite all that 1 have to say in this letter, but if 
things go %vrong there, the responsibility %\dll not be mine but 
rvill have to be shared fully by all of you there. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Maulana M. Daud Ghaznavi 

President 

Punjab PGG 
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5 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I invite your attention to a complaint received from Sardar 
Ajit Singh of Amritsar, of which a copy is enclosed herewth. 
Similar complaints have been received against the selection of 
Sardar Inder Singh signed by various people, including the Uni- 
ted Pro\inces Sikh Association. 

2vlaul%i Gani of Ludhiana saw me t%\ice during the last two- 
three days. He wants me to give financial help for the Punjab 
and I have received your telegram today intimating that Seth 
Sudarshan is coming for that purpose. You must have received 
my letter sent through a messenger and I am awaiting your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 
Lahore 



ENCLOSURC 


Basil Rama Nand 
Amritsar 
29 December 1945 

Dear Sardar Patel, 

Before coming (o (be pout t wish Co introduce myself to you. I am 
an old worker of the Congrew from my boyhood svhen I was only 16 years 
old. I have been to jail for the Congress cause during my teens and am 
still a true soldier of the Congress- I am a voter of the Punjab Legislative 
Assembly and have a large following of voters. 

The eoaslitueacy to which I belong has been offered by the Punjab 
Congress to S. Inder Singh of Cawnpore. a capitalist and uiUowcer. So far 
ai 1 know he ha* not moted hit little finger for the cause of the Congress or 
the country and one fails to undentand why such a man has been given 
the Gongres ticket Ignoring (he claims of men like 5. Sardul Singh Caveeshar 
and S. Bhag Singh who have dedicated their lives to the service of the 
country and have glorious records of sacrifices and sufferings to thdr credit. 
^^^e voters who are pledged to the Congress cause feel rather reluctant to cast 
our soCes for this Congress candidate. 

Similar is the case of Dr. SaiLud-Din Kitd^lew, the wrll'ksown Congress 
worker in the Punjab, whose claims have been ignoted by the Congress Preai* 
dent and who himself has taken the ticket for the seat originally promised 
10 Dr. Kitchlew. The whole Congress organisation of the Punjab has 
become totally rotien due to unbridgeable party frlcdon amongst the office' 
bearers and requires inuaediate weeding out. U'e voters are now in a fix, 
specially in the case of S, Inder Singh, Congress candidate, while on the 
other hand Congress discipline demands from us the unconditional support 
to the Congress candidate. Similar may be the case of voters in most of the 
constituencies of the Punjab. Truly speaking the Punjab Cfengress is a blot 
on the fair name of the grand organisadim of tlie All India Congress. 

^Ve seek your valuable advice in the matter and hope you will not 
withhold the same from us and oWige «* at j-our earliest consenience. 

It is being fyienly talked in the bazar that Congress tickets are being 
sold to capitalists in the Punjab. 

Yours truly, 
Ajit Sin^ 
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5 January 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 29 December today. The 
selection of Sikh candidates was entrusted to the Punjab Congress 
president, Maulana Daud, and we know nothing about the selec- 
tion of Sardar Inder Singh from there. You must approach the 
Punjab election board for this purpose, as it is too late for us 
to interfere in tliis matter at this late stage. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sardar Ajit Singh 
Amritsar 
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Bindhachal 
6 January 1946 

hly dear Vallabhbhai, 

I had not seen the statement of Sardar Baldev Singh which 
you have sent to me. IVe had directed Ghaznavi in Calcutta 
that he along -vsith Dr. Gopichand and Pratap Singh [Kairon] 
should negotiate wth the Akalis. He has informed me that no 
acceptable settlement is possible. However, if you consider that 
It 'v-ould be better to reach a settlement, it can be possible even 
now. This can be done by withdrawng the Congress Sikh candi- 
dates against %v-hom they may have an objection, and thus end 
the mutual opposition against the remaining candidates. I am 
sending a letter to Lahore and if Baldev Singh is in communi- 

tell him what you consider best. I 
^vUt lully agree i«th your view. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
10 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Satitb, 

I have received your letter of the 6th instant. In my pre- 
vious letter I had informed you that there is a possibility of the 
Sikh question in the Punjab being solved by an amicable settle- 
ment if the parties there agree on the tentative arrangement 
settled between Seth Sodarshan and Mr. Gilani here. I am 
awaiting the result on their report. Perhaps you will hear 
about it at Delhi. 

Mr. Gilani had brought a letter from Baldcv Singh to me, 
but as Seth Sudarslian was present, I asked him to discuss 
the whole question tvitii Gilani and come to some understanding, 
if possible. He has done so, and so I had to make no suggestion. 

The most important question, so far as the Punjab is con* 
cerned, is the determination of our attitude towards the Union- 
ist Party, because soon after the elections arc over there will 
be no time left to settle this matter. TIic Congress in the Punjab 
is not united and as there is no responsible men there who can 
settle this matter, we must do so at Delhi when we meet. 

I have received your telegram tod.ay fixing the 16th as the 
date of the board’s meeting .and I am reaching Delhi on that 
day at about U-30 a.m. by air from Ahmcdabad. I am staying 
with the Birlas tljere. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabbbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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8 January 1946 


My dear Gopichand, 

You know that Seth Sudarshan had come here with a letter 
from Maulana Baud particularly with the object of securing 
financial help. Tlie budget that he has sent is about six lakhs of 
rupees. You must have known about it by this time. Mr. Bhim 
Sen Sachar had telephoned to me before Sudarshan was sent, 
suggesting that they wanted five lakhs of rupees. I had told 
him then that his demand had come as a surprise to me. I 
had also told him that I had uoitten a letter to you and to 
Maulana Baud. It was also suggested by me that you three 
should meet together and come to some adjustment and make 
a common demand, so that I may be able to help. 

Gilani has come here also. He and Sudarshan had a discus- 
sion in my presence. They have, after a good deal of discus- 
sion, come to a tentative agreement about the Sikh constituen- 
cies, and if this agreement is adopted there, perhaps much of 
the trouble Avould disappear. I have ^s’ritten to Sardar Baldev 
Singh, and I am enclosing herewith copies of my letters to Mau- 
lana Baud and to Sardar Baldev Singh and Bhim Sen Sachar 
for your information. If your attitude ^vould be helpful and all 
of you think that this is a good workable arrangement, it should 
be allo'vv'ed to go through. 

I am distressed to find that you are being isolated, i.e. you 
are losing your friends one after another and you are not frank 
■with them, nor are they frank with you. Seth Sudarshan was 
your man. I find that there is a distance between him and you. 
You cannot afford to lose your men Hke this. However, these 
are matters on %vhich we can talk when ^ve meet. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Br. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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1 Dromhead Road 
Lahore 
5 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I have wittcn to j'ou a separate Jetier today giving some 
details of the activities of local Congressmen which liave created 
a most unfortunate situation in this province. Here I would like 
to make a few observations on matters tvhich Malik Khizr Hyat 
and I have discussed: 

L Owing to growing complications within the local Congress 
ranks^-complications which have prevented any possibility of 
mutual confidence betrveen ilfalifc Sahib and local Congress 
leaders— it has not been possible to arrive at any arrangement 
for post*election co-operation as between the Congress Party and 
Malik Sahib’s party. This is most unfortunate even for election 
purposes. The position today is that, contrary to the under- 
standing given by Maulana Azad, the local Congress is fighting 
the elections without any consideration for either the Unionist 
candidates or Sikh candidates. 

2. Presuming that at some near date or immediately after the 
elections, tlie Congress docs agree to either support Malik Sahib’s 
party in the Legislature or joins the Ministry on some agreed 
political programme, the position today is that if it is the anti- 
Gopichand group which predominates in the Congress Party, then 
Malik Saliib will find it almost impossible to co-operate with the 
Congress Party. The collaboration wl! be most shaky and entirely 
without mutual confidence. You will appreciate that any 
legislati\’e programme or ministerial combine will be unsafe both 
for the province and for its stability. 

If some collaboration with Malik Sahib is still contemplated, 
if only to keep the Muslim League out, it is most essential now 
not to encourage anti-Gopichand party men. Piease pardon my 
presumption, but I make bold to say, as explained in the accom- 
panying letter, that candidates put up fay the local Congress are 
in fact not Congressmen at alL It is therefore easy to get rid 
of them at this stage. 
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8 January 1946 


My dear Gopichand, 

You know that Seth Sudarshan had come here with a letter 
from Maulana Daud particularly with the object of securing 
financial help. The budget that he has sent is about six lakhs of 
rupees. You must have known about it by this time. Mr. Bhim 
Sen Sachar had telephoned to me before Sudarshan was sent, 
suggesting that they wanted five lakhs of rupees. I had told 
him then that his demand had come as a surprise to me. I 
had also told him that I had written a letter to you and to 
Maulana Daud. It was also suggested by me that you three 
should meet together and come to some adjustment and make 
a common demand, so that I may be able to help. 

Gilani has come here also. He and Sudarshan had a discus- 
sion in my presence. They have, after a good deal of discus- 
sion, come to a tentative agreement about the Sikh constituen- 
cies, and if this agreement is adopted there, perhaps much of 
the trouble would disappear. I have written to Sardar Baldev 
Singh, and I am enclosing herewith copies of my letters to Mau- 
lana Daud and to Sardar Baldev Singh and Bhim Sen Sachar 
for your information. If your attitude would be helpful and all 
of you think that this is a good workable arrangement, it should 
be allowed to go through. 

I am distressed to find that you are being isolated, i.e. you 
are losing your friends one after another and you are not frank 
with them, nor are they frank with you. Seth Sudarshan was 
your man. I find that there is a distance between him and you. 
You cannot afibrd to lose your men like this. However, these 
are matters on which we can talk when we meet. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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1 Bromhead Road 
Lahore 
5 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I have ivritten to you a separate letter today giving some 
details of the actmtics of local Congrejstnen which have created 
a most unfortunate situation in this province. Here I would liLe 
to make a ferw observations on matters which Malik Khizr Hyat 
and I ha\'e discussed: 

L Owing to growing complications within the local Congress 
ranks — complications tvhich have prevented any possibility of 
mutual confidence between Malik Sahib and local Congress 
leaders— it has not been possible to arrit’e at any arrangement 
for post-election co-operation as between the Congress Party and 
Malik Sahib’s party. This is most unfortunate even for election 
purposes. The position today is that, contrary to the under- 
standing given by hfaulana Asad, the local Congress is fighting 
the elections ^/^thout any consideration for either the Unionist 
candidates or Sikh candidates. 

2. Presuming that at some near date or immediately after the 
elections, the Congress docs agree to cither support Malik Sahib’s 
party in the Legislature or joins the hfinistry on some agreed 
political programme, the position today k tliat if it is the anti- 
Gopichand group which predominates in the Congress Party, then 
Malik Sahib will find it almost impossible to co-operate with the 
Congress Patty. The collaboration will be most shaky and entirely 
without mutual confidence. You will appreciate that any 
legislative programme or ministerial combine %vill be unsafe both 
for the province and for its stability. 

If some collaboration with Malik Sahib is still contemplated, 
if only to keep the Muslim League out, it is most cssenti^ now 
not to encourage anti-Gopichand party men. Please pardon my 
presumption, but I make bold to say, as exprameef m the accom- 
panying letter, that candidates put up by the local Congress are 
in fact not Congressmen at alL It is therefore easy to get rid 
of them at this stage. 
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Malik Sahib has made it plain that if the Congress do want 
his collaboration, he should not be made to accept men on 
whom he cannot rely. He is quite prepared to have the colla- 
boration of Dr. Gopichand and of such Congressmen on whom 
Malik Saliib and Gopichand can agree. 

3. Regarding the Sikli position, I am constrained to say that 
precisely for reasons explained above, and unless the rot in 
Congress ranks can be arrested, a group may arise ^vhich will 
tend to work against the Congress group within the Legislature. 
What its implications might be I can not foresee at this stage. 
All I will say is that it has not been an easy task for me to 
weaken the anit-Congress elements among the Sikhs. These 
elements may raise their heads again, if there is the least fear — 
as I have explained in the other letter, — of some Congressmen 
seeking political alliance with the League. The anti-Congress 
Sikhs will, in such a case, do likewise and break up Sikli 
nationalist solidarity, built up with so much labour. 

4. I would earnestly beg you to give due weight to my 
observations. You may discuss the matter with your colleagues, 
for tlie situation is grave enough in the province, but I would 
not like you at this stage to disclose the source of tliis informa- 
tion. The position of Malik Sahib is most delicate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Baldcv Singh 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Baldcv Singh, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant through Mr. 
Gilani yesterday. It is unfortunate that Punjab affairs have 
become more complicated. If you had been able to come to 
Calcutta tvhen a message was sent, perhaps things tvould have 
taken a turn for the better. Yesterday both Seth Sudarshan and 
Mr. Gilani met at my place. They had frank and free discus- 
sions and as a result of this they have agreed upon some proposals 
for the settlement of the Congress-.A.kah dispute regarding the 
elections. They are both coming there and if these proposals 
are accepted by you and the local Congress, tliis unfortunate 
chapter may end and so far as the Congress and the Akalis are 
concerned, it may also clear the way for a better understanding 
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l3et^vecn the Congress and the Unionist Party. As these tivo 
friends have agreed on a common formula witli concrete propo- 
sals, it will be, I hope, easy for both parties to accept it. If 
you ivill contribute your own share in tlic settlement in tlie proper 
spirit, I think that the affairs will be straightened there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 


3CJ 


so January 1946 


De.ar Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 26th inst. The election 
results arc not surprising. In the communal electorates, no better 
result can be expected when communal feelings are worked up 
on communal slogans. It is not possible to win tlie goodwill of 
the Muslim majority so long as these constitutional barriers are 
not removed. The remedy you suggest is not likely to solve the 
problem. \Vc have a hlmlim president hi the Congress since 
hve years and it has not affected the result, but this is a question 
of high politics tvhich cannot be discussed in correspondence 
or in public. It is for the Working Committee to give a proper 
lead to the Congress at the proper lime. No individual member 
can do so without breach of etiquette or propriety. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Amrit Lai Malhotm 
C/o Hitkari Bros. 

Jhelum 
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^Var^is Road 
Lahore 
10 February 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your Lind letter received through my man 
and also for your generous help to Dr. Gopichand. 

Affairs in Sind have taken an advose turn. Maulana Sahib’s 
offer of coalition to the League came as a great surprise after 
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what you had already settled. I am afraid tills has not been 
without its repercussions here. Somehoiv these offers come at 
a time when people begin to sec tlic end of communalism and 
then the same old fears start afresh again. Anti-Afuslim League 
Muslims cannot understand these things, nor can the rest of us. 
Coming at this time, the news was upsetting, as you ivill doubt- 
less appreciate. 

You must have heard the good news that Dr. Gopichand has 
defeated his opponent. He worked against heavy odds and 
opposition came from wholly unexpected quarters. His victory is 
tire one relieving feature in so many difficulties ^s’ith ^vhich the 
province is faced. 

The aftermath of no settlement ivith the Sikhs is disconcer- 
ting, to say the least. Bitterness is going deep and is spreading. 
Already there are the old ivhispers of a pro-Lcague drift all over 
again, which I must not conceal from you. All this along with 
Avhat I have said above makes a sorr}’ picture. And yet we 
struggle on Asdth faith. My hope is that somehoiv you will yet 
find it possible to give this province your helping hand. By this 
time next week, the result of the current elections %v'ill be clearer 
than they are today. I will, if possible, speak to you on the 
phone if you arc in Bombay. 

Yours sincerely, 
B.S. Gilani 
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13 February 1946 

Aly dear Gilani, 

I have received your letter of the 10th inst. 

In Sind the Governor, who is reputed to be pro-League, is 
trying his hand at the game and he has unduly favoured the 
League leader in calling him. His act was thoroughly unconsti- 
tutional, but I hope that this false show will not last long. 

Alaulana’s offer is his own and is not likely to affect much. 
He went to Assam and made a similar offer which is stiU pend- 
ing. Nothing is going to come out of it. 

Dr. Gopichand’s success was certain but I hear that R. B. 
[Rai Bahadur] Mukandlal Puri worked for him wholeheartedly. WTiat 
were the odds against him, I have not yet learnt from anybody. 
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Tile Sikli question is givii^ us trouble and so long as Master 
Tara Singh is tjic leader of the Alcali party, there is hardly any 
chance of easing the situation. He makes bitter attacks on the 
Congress and flirts with the League and the Government alter- 
natively. In the Frontier, where he should support the Congress, 
he has been fighting unnecessarily. 

I do not know wliat is the strength of the Unionists at tliis 
stage. If the Unionists maintain their position vis-a-vis the 
League, as was expected, everything will be all right but if it 
is weakened, it would be bad for the Congress. Other difflculties 
svill be straightened if the Unionist front against the League is 
not weakened. 

For the next fortnight I am busy here as I bas*e to make 
final selections of candidates of Nagpur, Andhra, Tamil Nad, 
Kerala and Orissa. I have also to look to the Bombay provincial 
elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbbai Patel 

Sjt. B.5. Gilani 
Lahore 
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I.ahore 
18 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 13th. received yester- 
day. Dr. Gopichand irill have seen juu by the time this reaches 
your hands and you •will ha\-c all the information from him. 
The havoc caused by Maulana [Azad) Sahib’s offer of coalition to 
the League is becoming more apparent as Punjab election results 
are being announced. Most of us doubt today if the Unionists 
get more than 25 Muslim seats. If hoiieier thej' succeed in 
forming the Ministry’, this number might well exceed 45- 

You’ll have to tackle tlie Sikh problem with sympathy. For 
tlic moment I am haring to listen to all manner of "abuse” — 
an unpleasant situation for the moment. The fact is that there 
is little prospect of an)' change In leadership — more so on account 
of the bitterness of the fight pitted against Sardar Baldcv Singh. 
If as I hope you’ll come here soon, I would request >'ou to stay 
with S. Baldev Singh. He has already incited you. ihis gesture 
will make a lot of dificrcnce. 
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sardar Patel’s correspondence 

A \vord about Indian Christian candidates for Madras. I 
hope you will very kindly accept my suggestions. I hear Dr. 
Ram Chandra Rao is being offered a seat in the Upper House. 
His place is in the Assembly and he is a certain win, in a Catlio- 
lic city — though, himself a Protestant. The Catholic candidate 
has little support. Kindly also keep in mind Mr. Pias from 
Mangalore, Mr. Roche Victoria from Tuticorin and both Mr. 
and Mrs Massilamani Pillai of the same place. Dr. John of 
Madi-as will have little support. In Madura, Thomas Daniel 
was recommended for the Centre; he will be a good man to 
win in that area. 

^Vith respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
B.S. Gilani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Bombay 
24 February 1946 

My dear Gilani, 

It seems it is Providence’s will that prevents my coming to 
the Punjab; ever}- time sometliing or other happens. Tins time 
I had fixed my programme and informed all concerned, booked 
my passage by air also, but at the last moment I had to abandon 
the visit on account of the very grave situation that developed 
here and it was not possible for me to leave Bombay in such a 
condition. About 250 people have been shot dead and about 
1,000 hav-e been wounded. Never before such a t ilin g has 
happened in the liistorv- of Bombay. The Defence Forces except 
the Army in Bombay are all on strike and the naval ratings had 
a pitched battle isith the militarv- guards, resulting in a general 
strike in the city as a demonstration of sympathy totvards them. 
This involved the citv* into considerable trouble; continuous 
conflicts between the goondas* and the militarv' resulted in heav}- 
casualities of many innocent people. I cannot leave the cit>- 
in this condition and so Punjabis must settle their problems amon- 
gst themselves with the help of Maulana. I tnist there v.ill be 
no quarrel as he also wants to settle with the Unionists and 
Akalis. 


1 Hoodlinas 
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Uic result of the elections is very disappointing. The Union- 
ists’ strength is considerably cripplM and their existence almost 
precarious, ^Vlth the acceptance of office in coalition with the 
Congress and the Akalis, they may be able to increase their 
strength after some time, but for the present they have been 
floored. The Akalis will be guided by Master Tara Singh and 
his colleagues, ivho arc a difficult lot to deal mth. They dis- 
trust everybody and their policy is uncertain. Let us hope things 
svill be all right. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. B.S. Gilanl 
Lahore 
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20 February 1946 

My dear Blum Sen, 

I have received your letter of the Hth inst. Dr. Gopichand 
has also come here to acquaint me with the situation. I had 
requested hfaulana [Azad] Sahib to proceed to Lahore as soon as 
possible. Unfortunately he was not well but 3 teleplioned to him in 
the morning and he is coming there on tiie 25th or 26th latest. 
He ivill be in Peshawar on the 23rd and 24tb. Perhaps his pre- 
sence may not be needed before the 25th, as all the election 
results ^vill not be out before that. 

It is unfortunate that the Unionist Party has suflered a set- 
back. Its strength has been greatly reduced. The League has 
scored better than expected. It is not good for the province nor 
for the country. We have therefore not much to enthuse over 
our strength. I see that there is no possibility of our getting any 
seat from the Muslim constituencies not have the independent 
Muslims any chance. It means that all our efforts and resources 
there have been wasted and all hopes given svere false and the 
calculations and expectatioas were wrong. 

There is a lot of raisapprehenaon prevailing in the Punjab 
about our attitude. I do not know svhy it should be so. We can 
have no truck with the League. Our position regarding coali- 
tion witiv the Unionists and the Akalis stands unaffected and tvith 
the combination of tlirec forces, the League will have no chance. 
Of course, it will give more trouble because of its strength at the 
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polls, but if "we can handle the situation %sTth a spirit of sacrifice 
and %vith unity, Vfc 'svill still be able to brush aside all difficul- 
ties. I do ■wish that the Congress ranhs %\fill realise how delicate 
the situation is and ^vill resist the temptation of r unnin g after offi- 
ces and entering into competition for getting a due share of 
posts. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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Bombay 
13 February' 1946 

My dear Gopichand, 

I have received your twe of the 12th inst. reading: 

“wire WSES CAS I IIEET YOO. POLLIS'G nSTSHES PITrEENTH RESULTS 
LATEST TWENTYTHIRD. CONVENIENTLY START l/TH.” 

and my reply has also been telegraphed to you today as fol- 
lovs’s : 

“your ^\TRE, CAN MEET NINETEENTH.” 

If you start on the 17th according to your ■wire, y^ou can 
reacffi, here on the 19th. I am here during that -^veek or pro- 
bably during the whole of the second fortnight and hence you 
can come whenever you like. 

I see firom Press reports that there were troubles in some 
Muslim constituencies and the election results wfil be delayed. 

Reports received here from independent sources convey' an 
impression that the League is getting stronger and the Union- 
ists’ strength is crippling. I do not know what is the real position. 
In any' cose, it seems clear that neither the Congress nor the in- 
dependents wfil get any Muslim seats except one or two. The 
Sikh position is not very clear, but evidently they seem to be 
angry' voth the Congress. Itlore con be known ■^vhen y'ou come 
here. 

Yours sincerely', 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava, MLA 
Lahore 
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Bombay 
13 February 1946 

My dear Seth Sudarshan, 

I have received your telegram of the 11th inst. regarding 
Una General Rural Rajput constituency in which the Unionist 
candidate, Rai Sahib Harichand, withdrc\v in the middle of 
polling and hence the Congress candidate, Pandit Mohanlal, 
wins. This evidently means that you have taken one of die 
Hindu seats from the Unionists. It is not a great consolation. 
What we want in Punjab is to cripple the League’s strength or 
to gain a large number of seats from the Akalis. Evidently there is 
no sign of the Congress getting any strength at the cost of the 
League or tire Akalis. From all reports received through indepen- 
dent sources, it appears that the Unionist party is being crippled 
and the League is getting stronger. If that is true, all our other 
successes will be of less value comparatively from the political point 
of view. 3 am therefore more interested in knowing the position 
of the Unionists vis-a-vis the League, and am still more inte- 
rested to know how many seats the Congress or the independent 
Muslims will get from the Muslim constituencies. I also want to 
know how many Sikh seats \yjll be gained by the Congress. 

You« sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Seth Sudarshan 

C/o The Punjab Provincial Congress Committee 

Bradlaugh Hall 

Lahore 
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TELEGRAM 

23 February 1946 

(1) Doctor Gopichand 
Lahore 

(2) Maulana Daud 
Lahore 

REGRET VERY GRW'E SITUATION «£RE NECSSSITATZS CANCEtXATION 
LAHORE VISIT. 

VALLABIfBHAI 
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Poona 
6 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Gboithram,* 

I get reports fix>m Sind from various sources wbicb are dL- 
turbing. Sind Congressmen appear to be stiU agitated about the 
inclusion of ilr. Nibchaldas Vazirani. Hosvever unpleasant the 
decision may be, in the interest of the future work of the Con- 
gress in the provonce. Congressmen should accept it in good 
spirit and proceed further unanimously and ■^\•ith one voice. 

I hear 3 'ou intend to drop ^Ir. [Bhai] Pratap. I am afraid 
it tvill create difficultly of a serious nature. He has been helping 
you all in all your actiHties and his omission v.t 1I be ryented by 
his friends v/ho are veiy* influential in the Congrys. I am told he 
Vi'ould be very helpfiil in the Assembly under the pryent condi- 
tions and if he is given the Congress ticket his seat is secure and 
perhaps there ssill be no contest. His omission may ryult in [our] 
losing the seat, I vrould advise you to reconsider the vrhole situa- 
tion before sending yom proposals to the Centre. 

I also hear another more distirrbing report, ^rhich is about 
the possibility of Zvir. Sidhsva’s omission. I hope yovr committee 
Asill not make such a grie\'ous mistake. Its repercussions v.-ill 
not only be prosuncial but will have distiubing consequency on 
a wider sphere. 

'When should I expect your proposals and what is the date 
fixed for nomination? 

I am glad the Central Assembly election has been tvon t«th- 
out any opposition. "WTiat about the Muslim seat in the Centre? 
Is the position of the League serious and has the opponent any 


1 Co33n=3 leader of Sind; President. Sind PCC before Independence; chief 
spokssuzn cf Sind in Congress organisation 
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chance of success? What is the Congress attitude in this matter? 
PJease reply by air mail. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Choithram Gidicani 
C/o The Hindu 
Karachi 
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TELEGRAM 


Karachi 
8 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Poona 

MOEtVBD. EVIDENTLY INCORRECT REPORTS REACIDNO YOU. 
SIDHWA ALREADY SELECTED. REGARDINO BHAl PRATAP BOARD UN- 
ANIMOUSLY FELT IMPOSSIBLE OVERRIDE CLAIMS VISRKU SHARMA 
STAUNCH CONGRESSMAN THIRTY YEARS STANDING. BOARD REPRESENTS 
VARIOUS GROUPS. ALL DEOSIONS HNAILY UNANDIOUS. E»ECr GOOD 
NUMBER WCONTESTED SEATS. 

CHOITHRAM 
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Poona 

10 November 1945 

My dear Choithram, 

I have just received your telegram. Bhai Pralap has already 
sent his appeal. He has Mritfcn to Kripalani also. A number of 
Amils from 27 Amil Colony have sent a representation which, 
among other things, states that any other candidate >vill be certain- 
ly opposed by a Hindu Mahasabha candidate or other influential 
Bhaibandh, which will certainly endanger the sure Congress 
seat and that if Bhai Pratap is selected this seat would go un- 
contestcd. It is also alleged that his omission has aroused feel- 
ings stfhich have travelled in two neighbouring constituencies and 
endangered two more seats. But it is for you all to consider. I 
must just keep you informed of what is being received from there. 
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I read in the Press today that the Muslim League has taken 
action against Haroon’s opponent. ^Vhat are his chances? Is he 
likely to defeat Haroon? Notice has also been issued against 
Syed. But probably this is a domestic quarrel and in the end they- 
would all make up, perhaps after the elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shri Choithram Gidwani 
Karachi 
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EXTRACTS 

Trade Unions’ Office 
Kutchery' Road 
Karachi 
14 November 1945 

My dear Sardar VaUabhbhai, 

You know indefatigable Dr. Popatlal very well. He has 
been our representative in the Sind Legislative Assembly for the 
last seven years and on account of his integrity, political acumen, 
and identifying himself with the cause of the poorer classes of 
society, coupled ■with persistent hard \v'ork both inside and out- 
side the Legislatiue, has w'on the confidence and affection of 
the people of his constituency and, I daresay, of the Congre^ Party 
in the Assembly as ts’eU as of the Congress for his sense of disdplme 
and loyalty. In my opinion he has been an acquisition to the 
Congress Party^ in the Assembly. 

It is therefore difficult to imagine why he has been displaced. 
^Sffien the Sind Congress Parliamentary Board have adopted 
not only a non-Congressman but who ■^vas actively engaged in aid- 
ing the war effort and, according to the Karachi Daily' edited by 
Dr. Tarachand J. Lahvani, an erstrwbile Congressman, is addicted 
to liquor. 

Yoius sincerely', 
Narayandas 
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25 November 1945 

My dear Narayandas, 

I ^vas extremely delighted to sec your letter of the 14th 
inst. after a very long time. I know Dr. Popatlal myself. He has 
rendered very useful service in the Sind Legislative Assembly 
during his term of office, but his omission must not be construed 
to mean that he vs in any way inferior to the one who is selected 
in his place or that any reflection is meant by the omission. It is 
difficult to make a choice between two good Congressmen, who are 
both Gujaratis and who have served the Congress well in the 
past. Why can't they settle the question amongst themselves? 
The local committee may have some good reasons for their deci- 
sion. Afler all, they are all honest, sincere Congress leaders of the 
province. It is difficult to override their recommendation. Be- 
sides, I am one of the seven members of the Central Board, who 
will have to decide this question. No single member has any 
authority to hear appeals over the provincial recommendations. 
The general policy of the Board is to approve the recommenda- 
tion of the local committee, if it 1$ unanimous. In this ease, there 
is considerable feeling for Dr. Popatlal, but both Dr. Popatlal and 
Seth Haridas are good friends and you should advise them to 
settle this question amongst themselves. 1 cannot say what the 
decision of the Board will be. 

Hope you arc doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shrv Narayandas Bechar 
Trade Unions’ Office 
Kutchery Road 
Karachi 
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26 Xovember 19x5 

Dear Friend, 

I have received yoirr letter of the 20th inst. Yoir miirt be 
aivnre that SjL Knpalani had v/ritten to Dr. Choithram and SjL 
Jairamoas to pemaade hfahnraj \nshiiu Shanna to make room 
for you. rie had 'I'lired to me also making a similar sxigaertion 
and I nad communicated that sugaestiGn. by telegram to Dr. 
Choithram. I do not knov,* the result as I have received no 
reph', but I understand that both o: them are coming to Bom- 
bay on ednes-day, the 23th, vrhen it '■.'.dll be possible to kno’v 
the final decision. kMiate-rer happens, I am rare you ovdll take 
decifion cheerfaiiy and vdll ‘not be disturbed vdth any feel- 
ing of disappointment. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patei 

Sjt. Pratap Dialdas 
Karachi 


5/y 


hijrpurkhas 

Sind 

25 Xovember 1945 

Dear Sardaiji, 

1 am a member of the s-elecnon committee as apnointed by 
the SPCC, to select candidates for the Congr^ ticket^ for the 

eacn constmiency to study tiie situation on the snot, and elicitea 
mevn cf ah shades of p«^ple and Gonaress vmkis.’'--'-- 


iG aster 


^ c.-^^rrrzxia:i:i h^vc niDinitreci 




Tere 






the cants 


m tola tnat soois of disaiipointea 
j— aypsalsci to to.® G^nxral Parliam^ntarv Poarc. 
li. is tne mnerent right of such nersons. and the Central 


a_i.G. Sv.t. me i-ccom — endailons cf the selectian board. It — 

312 



313 


SIND pouncs 
rather curious, when it is being 

Parliamentary Board intends to up Maharaj Vishnu 

Hyderabad urban constitufm^. statement from a candi- 

Sharma has been /“Lms to be a very disciplined 

date of Bhai Pratap's cahhre. who claims 
Congressman, is certainly deplorable. 

With kind regards, Yours sincerely, 


380 


1 December 1945 


Dear Friend, of 26 November. I am surprised to 

I have received your letter ol 20 1 „ member 

read your letter, 'Specially because you 

of the selection committee ^ jecisions of the Smd 

not understood ^ „jre recommendations, and 

Provincial Congress choice. They have only 

they have no authority to make »"y ,,,„c j, no question of 

to report on applications ^ ^ t,y the Central Board and 

appeal. Decisions have to be recommendation. 

they are not bound to accept ay committee 

Your insinuation that_ *' from the authonty of the 

allowed to function wthout ™‘ ^ qy,ere has been no inter- 

Central Board is wholly ' t because there was no 

ference at all with your with the Central Board, 

need for it, as the that there was interference 

You assume too much when you exaggerated idea of your 

within your duty. You “/Idvice given is in er- 

authority and therefore yon “ to come to *= ^1'“''“' 

ference. All applicants have a ngMJ ^he Central Board to 
Board to put their case and it “ P, t;e„s. You may therefore 
reject every one of y"” responsibiUty and authority, 

think again in terms of your o P“ sincerely, 

Veallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Vatanmal G. Gidwani. C.M. & S. 

Gulabsing Dispensary 

Mirpurkhas 

Sind 
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2 December 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter entitled “My appeal to the Con- 
gress High Command to resolve the Sind Congress muddle.” 
[See enclosure]. I do not understand why you suggest that the 
Congress claims that its voice should be considered as the voice of 
Allah [God]. Certainly the Congress has a right to function as an 
organisation and it does select its candidates and proposes to place 
them before the electorate as its nominees, for their choice. The 
voters are free to vote as they like and all other organisations or 
individuals are also at liberty to oppose them. 

Your .statement that the selection board does not enjoy the 
confidence of the provincial Congress committee is not borne 
out by facts. The board was deliberately made representative of 
all groups within the provincial Congress committee and there- 
fore it was unanimously adopted by that committee. 

Forty members out of 48 were present; therefore, when you 
say that it did not enjoy the confidence of the provincial Congress 
committee, it appears to be inconsistent with facts. The compo- 
sition of the board is known to you. 

The candidates recommended are all opposed to Mr. G. M. 
Syed and the Muslim League, because both Mr. Syed and the 
Muslim League represent the same ideology, and they were selec- 
ted irrespective of party considerations. I see no reason to suppose 
that any group of candidates would support either Mr. Syed or 
the League. 

All the recommendations except two are unanimous and it 
may always be argued with a degree of plausibility that any candi- 
date who has been rejected has been a victim of injustice. 

I see no reason why Maharaj Vishnu Sharma, if finally adop- 
ted, would not be elected unopposed, or if opposed, would not 
secure a thumping majority. The Congress strength today is not 
what it was in the last elections. It is much stronger than ever 
before. Therefore any candidate selected by the Congress will 
succeed tvithout any difficulty. 

Wherever it was necessary, the provincial Congress committee 
has accommodated candidates from outside its own organisation. 
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Seth Sirumal has never been in the Congress. It is not expe- 
dient nor advisable to give reasons for the rejection of any 
candidate, as the proceedings of the selection committee arc confi- 
dential and therefore it would be inadvisable to enter into a 
controversy on the comparative merits of candidates. It must, 
however, be understood that the rqection of any candidature 
docs not necessarily involve any slur on the candidate rejected. 

I do not understand what you mean to suggest in your last 
para. The Congress cannot abandon its political functions and 
surrender its rights and responsibilities to any other organisation, 
hOAVcver more representatiw it may be, but there is nothing to 
prevent the Sarva Sindh Hindu Panchayat, if it wants, to put its 
osvn candidates in the field. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Jethmal Parsram 
Karachi 


ENCXOSURE 

EXTRACT 

^ty APPEAL TO THE CONGRESS HIGH CO^L^IAND TO RESOLVE 
THE SIND CO.VGRESS MUDDLE 

To cut the story short, sa the Congress Party by itself is cot able to 
meet the situadoti, they must be helped by a group of patriotic people 
detached and disinterested, in bringing about rapprochement between the 
antagoniitic groups in Sind on tbe simple question of "Sind” without inter- 
ference from outside Sind in internal matters and a common programine of the 
common man in Sind. 

Jethmal Fanram 
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20 December 1945 

Dear Nihchaldas, 

1 got your letter at Calcutta on the same date on which 
your letter to Maulana [Abul Kalam Azadj Sahib dated the 7th 
inst. was receh’ed. 

From tlie result of Mr. Rashidi’s election, it is clear that all 
optimistic calculations were not justified and there were other 
reasons for his failure than those that were imagined. Probably 



316 SARDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDENCE 

his o%vii personal reputation and character contributed more 
than the reasons which you thought were responsible for his fai- 
lure before the result ivas known. However, that is all past. 

Today’s papers report that the League High Command did 
not dare to do anything against Syed and they have settled ^vith 
him for the present. The question is what will be the repercussions 
of this settlement and how far it affects our own chances. 

I understand Vishnu Sharma’s opponent has -withdra^vn his 
candidature. Let us hope there \vill be more ^vithdrawals before 
scrutiny in the non-hluslim constituencies, 'Wdiat is the posi- 
tion in the Nawabshah constituency now? 

Hope you all ^vitI now be able to ^s'ork in co-operation for 
the Muslim constituencies contest. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Nihchaldas Vazirani 
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Mulchand Street 
Hyderabad (Sind) 
23 December 1945 

My dear VaUabhbhai, 

I received today, 23rd, your letter of the 20th sent by air 
mail. It bore the Bombay stamp of 21st. It seems letters from 
Bombay to Hyderabad taike two days, %vhether they come by 
rail direct or by air via Delhi. This letter, ^^Titten on the night 
of the 23rd, may reach you on the 25th by air wa Karachi. 

1 have posted you today by rail cuttings explaining the 
latest developments in League affairs. The reference therein to 
AUama IsfashriqU is much exaggerated. Mr. Syed was to come 
here tonight. I "will knosv tomorrow -what transpires further. He 
is so far much depressed and dejected. It is certain that he feels 
he has no future except in the League. 

The Azad Muslims’ nominees and other independents v/ho 
are being supported by Khan Abdul Samad Khan^ and Con- 
gressmen are in all about 18. The estimate of those in the Imosv 
is that about six or seven of these svill win. The policy’ of sup- 

rRoiiTid-r of Khakrar n bsnd of {inititjcs ivho khaki 

uniforms and caxrlod ipados as symbol of miJilar.t politics 

2 Congress leader of Baluchistan fcnovm as Baluchi Gandhi 
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porting a smaller number and those more reliable instead of 
spreading elTort over many may have been a wiser one. It is yet 
too early to say whether or not a League ministry can be 
prevented. It will all depend on the number of reliable anti- 
Leaguers tvho succeed. 

There is much uncertainty as to who ^vilI ultimately contest 
in thehfuslim constituencies as some withdrawals are still expected. 
In Hyderabad district, a Syed group candidate took money and 
retired, leaving the field to the League candidate. It may take 
a fe^v days for the situation to clear. 

I was sorry to read that you were feeling the strain of Cal- 
cutta and the rail journey. I hope you will soon get over it at 
Bombay, 

I am keeping well. 

Love to Manibcn. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jairam 
PS. 

Before this reaches you may read of Mr. Syed’s further 
step. 1 think it will weaken him and so strengthen the Khurho 
party. 

J. D. 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Jairamdas, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd inst. The nomina- 
tions and scrutiny being over, I c.xpect a full report from you 
both as regards non-Muslim and Muslim constituencies and also 
the special constituencies. I also expect to hear from you about 
the estimate you gave me at Calcutta in consultation svilh Khan 
Abdul Samad Khan. Tire proposals for contesting Muslim seats 
were given to me tvhen your estimate was given. Do these propo- 
sals hold good or is there going to be any change? 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri Jairamdas Doulatram 
Hyderabad (Sind) 
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Congress House 
Girgaon 
Bombay 
24 December 1945 

My dear Sidbwa, 

I see from the Press that you have been elected unopposed. 
I am very glad to learn that and I congratulate you for the same. 

The split between the two sections of the local League has 
been joined for the time being and Syed’s nominations have been 
accepted in spite of his defiance. I should like to know from you 
%vhat is the present position. The nominations and scrutiny must 
have been over by this time. How many nominations have been 
filed on behalf of the Congress in the Muslim constituencies and 
how many have been filed by Independent candidates against 
the League candidates? What are the chances? Please give me 
a full picture of the present position as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri R. K. Sidhwa, MLA 
Victoria Road 
Karachi 
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Victoria Road 
Karachi 
4 January 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As regards the split in the League, you must have since read 
in the papers that Syed has completely broken off his relations 
with Jinnah’s League and set up his candidates in various consti- 
tuencies which number 11. Ml these, including Syed, have been 
expelled from the League. From my reports in Sind there are 
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chances of Syed’s seven out of 11 being returned. Syed is certain. 
The League has nominated all 35 members. Jamiat-ul-UIema 
and the Muslim Board which are controlled by Afauivi Maliomed 
Sadiq and Abdul Samad Khan of Baluchistan have set up 15 candi- 
dates, some of whom are independents. Maula Bux himself has 
not taken .any ticket as he tbi^ as an Independent he has sure 
chances of success. About 8 arc supported financially. Out of the 
15 nominated by the Jamiat, the Muslim Board and Indepen- 
dents I think only six or seven are likely to be returned. If this 
figure turns out to be correct, then even we will have gained much. 
If we succeed in all the 20 general seats we are contesting, which 
I hope, and one (Nawabshah) whicli j-ou have left open, both 
have declared to join the Congress if they arc successful, then 21 
tvith one labour added (22) seven from Aluslims (Jamiat and 
Independents) would make 29; we will require two more to bury 
Pakistan in Sind. I am aiming at that. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. K. Sidhtva 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Sidhwa, 

I have your letter of the 4lh inst. Pandit Jawaharlal’s tour 
is to be finished today, and it is reported that at one or two 
important places of contest, tlie opponents of the Congress have 
withdrawn. It is good news. I trust that this tour %vill result in 
consolidating the Congress position and all the 22 Hindu seats 
iwU be captured ivithout any difficulty. With the consolidation of 
our forces, the question of defeating the League ^vill be much 
easier. The only thing that we should guard against is the 
possibility of disruption in the Congress ranks after the elections. 
This time there should be no disunity, no split, no quarrels. If 
ire fail, ire shall h.ive to bang our heads in shame. 

I propose to go to Ahmcdabad on the 12th and from there 
fo proceed to Delhi on or about the 17th. Please keep me inform- 
ed of the situation there. 

\Vith best ivishcs, 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R. K. Sidhwa 
Karachi 
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Gamp: Sambalpur 
4 November 1945 


Most Revered Sardaiji, 

I have the honour to submit here^vith a true copy of my 
representation which was made in pursuance of a direction of 
[the Congress] President, [Abul Kalam] Azad to the secretary of 
the Utkal PGG. You may be kind enough to take note of the 
profaned name of Babu Prahlad Rai Lath so that his purse shall 
not be able to purchase the people of Utkal in order to bamboozle 
you ivith respect to the Congress ticket for the forthcoming pro- 
vincial election. This Prahlad Raiji Lath is the very gentleman 
who had signed a document with the promise that he would join 
hands "with the Parlaketnidi Ministry at a time when we were 
all undergoing detention. 

The name of another gentleman of Sambalpur deserv'cd special 
mention in this connection. Babu Bodhram Dube, the ex-hiinister 
of our pro\’ince, had studiously refrained from supporting the August 
Resolution and as such he had freely and openly co-operated ^vith 
the Government for the last three years or so. He had abstained 
from paying an^Thing to the Kastiuba Memorial Fund. But 
his zeal simply knew no bovmds to preside over the Azfar Memorial 
Trust. Tliis Azfar ilemorial Trust was created in honom of 
the then reacdonary District Magistrate of Sambalpur in the year 
1944. Besides, Babu Bodhram Dube had joined a good many' parties 
which v/ere arranged in honour of ofBcers of different categories. 
These gentlemen are in fact anti-Gongress in their procUsades 
and acdons but nevertheless they have been brisk at present rvith 
their ill-earned funds to organise batches of so-called Congressmen 
svho are supposed to plead for them in the direction of hawng 
undue Congress tickets for the election. May you direct a 
colleague of yours to enquire into things of this district and I 
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make bold to say that you would order for a drastic overhaul of 
the Congress machinery of UtkaL 

Fraternally yours, 
Laxminarayan Mishra 
Member, AICG 
NB 

I have got the bitterest need of seeing you once pejsonally 
tvith the view to apprising you of things regarding Utkal in time 
so that you would well-nigh be able to prevent errors which 
might creep in owing to misinlonnation or ^vant of information. 

I have been straining every nerve for the upkeep of the prestige of 
the Congress for the past twenty-five years and my ten glorious 
incarcerations and other sufierings must plead for my bona fides 
in this move. I may kindly be apprised of your future progra- 
mmes 50 that it can be feasible for me to have a short interview 
svith you at a convenient destination. I humbly pause for a reply. 

L.N.M. 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received a copy of the resolution passed by the 
E-tecutivc Council of the Utkal Association, Jamshedpur, sent 
by you. If the Association has such a low opinion of the leaders 
in ^e High Command of the Congress as is insinuated in the reso- 
lution of the Association, I have nothing to say. All I can say is 
that the members of tlie Association are not serving the cause 
of Utkal and arc certainly trying to injure the cause of the Congress. 

No one can say that Mr. Mahtab has not done anything for 
the province. If he is not an Oriya, as suggested in the reso- 
lution, he has certainly adopted it as his province for many years. 
^Vhat your object is in sending a copy of the resolution to me 
I have not been able to understand. The province has suffered 
a great deal through factions during the last four or five years 
and when the opportunity has come for uniting all sections of 
the people you have started this campaign ^vhich is calculated to 
injure it for years to come, for this is not the right way of edu- 
cating the electorate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hony. Secretary 
The Utkal Association 
Jamshedpur 
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If it h possible I >rould very mudi like to be adopted as a Congress candidate 
in my brother’s estate, Borasamber, district Sambalpur, Orissa. 

I remain, 
Yours obediently, 
Ranjit Singh 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Congress Parliamentary Committee 

Congress House 

Bombay 
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EXTRACT 

Sambalpur 
Orissa 
18 January 1946 

Esteemed Sir, 

I have come to learn from the daily newspapers that Lai 
Ranjit Singh of Borasamber, who is at present an officer in the 
Royal Air Force, has applied for Congress nomination to the 
Orissa Provincial Legislative Assembly and that his name has been 
strongly recommended by the Central Parliamentary Board to 
the Provincial Parliamentary Board. There has also been a Press 
report to the ciTect that the provincial board has ‘conceded’ his 
claim provided he succeeds in getUng his name enrolled as a 
voter in time. Tlicre is a talk here that the West Bargadh con- 
stituency in Sambalpur district lias been reserved for him. 

This decision of the Orissa provincial board has caused a 
sensation among Congress workers and sympathisers and provoked 
strong criticism from the critics of the Congress. Everybody 
is surprised to find an oflicer who has helped Britain to make the 
ivorld safe for British iropcrialism, becoming a hot favourite of 
the Congress all of a sudden. 

Your admirer & follower, 
Shraddhakar Supakar 
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8 February 1946 


Dear Friend. 

I have received your letter of 18 January' 1946. It is true 
that the proNuncial election board of Orissa has been directed 
by the Central Board to nominate Lai Ranjit Singh of Borasam- 
ber on the Congress ticket for the Prornncial Assembly. This 
decision is the result of the Working Committee’s polic}’’ decided 
at Calcutta, which is to take suitable men a\’ailable from the 
Defence Forces’ Indian personnel wherever it is possible to do so. 
It is true that men from the army ha^g no traditions of the 
Congress may not fit in ■with the present atmosphere aU at once, 
but there is no reason to suppose that they cannot rise to the 
occasion and fall in line wth the Congress standard when they 
volxmtarily apply for being enlisted as Congress soldiers. On the 
contrary', it is quite possible that ha\'ing been trained in army 
discipline, the)’’ may prove better members of the Assembly than 
many of our Congress •svorkers, who, in spite of their sacrifices 
in the Congress struggles, do not rriUingly accept discipline or 
abide by the decisions of the Congress in the working of the legi- 
slative programme. The intention of the "Working Committee 
in la)'ing do'wn this polic)' is to create an impression in the 
Indian Defence Forces that in Free India they ■v^'ill not be treated 
as aliens or enemies but they ■^vill be given full opportunities to 
scr\'e as patriots and prove their worth in the service of the 
country. 


Sjt. Shraddhakar Supakar 

Sambalpur 

Orissa 
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Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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EXTRACT 


P.O. Raj-Borasamber 
Dist. SambaJpur 
Orissa (B.N. Rly.) 
18 February 1946 

Dear Sir, 

Please forgive me for tab*ng this liberty of writing to you 
personally knowing you be a very busy man. But now I wsh 
to express my humble and respectful gratitude for having accept- 
ed me as a Congress candidate from the \fet Bargadh General 
constituency of the district of Sambalpur. Your kind telegram 
did everything to procure me a priority of air passage to India, 

I left England early on Ute morning of 31 January last. This was 
my last day of war service and from the 1st instant my official 
demobilization from the Royal Air Force became effective. 

Thanking you in anticipation, 

1 remain, sir, 
Yours most obediently, 
Ranjit Singh 
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22 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the I8th instant. In fact I 
was thinking of >vriting to you since your return from England, 
about which I had Icamt from the Press. I am not surprised 
about the state of mind in which you arc, as you have returned 
after such a long time, in an entirely different atmosphere to 
which you were accustomed during all these years. I had received 
several letters from the province against your selection, parti- 
cularly because the Congress policy during the period of svar was 
to refuse to help the British Government in the war and you 
were actively engaged in the Defence Forces of H.M. Govern- 
ment. Besides you also happened to be a zamindar of the 
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province. In spite of this, we have selected you because our poli- 
cy is to adopt suitable persons available in the Defence Forces 
for- nomination in the Assemblies wherever possible. 

For the present, I am certainly very busy and I am going 
to Lahore tomorrow, where I may be engaged for a few days. 
After that, I am going to Bardoli for a fortnight from the begin- 
ning of next month and therefore I wiU not be in Bombay till 
the third week of March. If you think it necessary to see me 
earlier you can do so at Bardoli after 3 March, but you are in 
the midst of elections and perhaps it would be wise to wait till 
your elections are over, but I leave it to you to decide. In 
the meanwhile, I would advise you to keep your eyes and ears 
open but at the same time to keep your mouth shut. Hear aU, 
see everything but don’t talk much. You have much to learn to 
adapt yourself to the environments and smroundings and also 
to the atmosphere of the country and particularly of the 
Congress. Sjt. Harekrushna Mahtab is for the time being your 
Leader, who will be able to guide you and you can trust 
him fully. He is a seasoned soldier and has made tremendous 
sacrifices for the country’s cause. We have fought the country’s 
battles without arms and you have done so with arms (but the 
battles of other coimtries) and you are now not to think of your 
arms or weapons. The conditions of our country and the ways 
and habits of our people must not make you impatient or angry. 
The country’s lot is very hard. Our people deserve all tlie sym- 
pathy that ^ve can give and all the services that we can render. 
No sacrifice is big enough for that purpose. Forget that you 
are a landlord; also try to forget that you are a superior person. 
Try to be one of the people of Orissa and learn to talk %vith them 
and live wth them on their o^vn level, if you want to serve them. 
Above all, first learn to talk to them in their o^vn language, so 
that you can read their thoughts from their eyes and convey to 
them your ideas in their own language. Let not the people feel 
that you arc arrogant or that you are a foreigner. Please give no 
grounds for complaint that the Congress made a wong selection 
in choosing you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Kumar Lai Ranjit Singh 
Orissa 
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• Berhampore 

Ganjam district 
2 February 1946 

My dear Sarda^i, 

I had intimated to you the results of by-elections in Orissa. 
Election of the executives of these boards arc over and Congress- 
men have naturally come in. To initiate a uniform policy in all 
nation-building actiwties in these boards, it is proposed to have 
a provincial parliamentary committee of three members as a sub- 
committee of the PGG Working Committee. This committee 
will also look to the discipline of Congressmen in the District 
Board. I believe this will meet with your approval. 

As for primary elections in the Scheduled Class constituen- 
cies in the province, four seats from the districts of Ganjam, Puri, 
Balasore and one seat in Cuttuck district are uncontested. Severe 
contest is expected in the other seat in Cuttack district and also 
in Sambalpur district from Dr. Ambedkar's party being financed 
and helped by the party outside Orissa. There need however 
be no anxiety on this score. We were prepared for primary 
elections to prove that even in their community the rival candi- 
dates have little backing. It would have been a good lesson for 
Dr. Ambedkar but that was not attempted by them. Hence there 
is no primary election in this in Orissa. 

Allow me to thank you much for the kind and soothing letter 
addressed to Sri B. Das, We are busy in Assembly elections and 
are anxious to give you a good account of the province for which 
you always have aifection, 

Hope tliis finds you, Maniben and the rest of the family in 
perfect health. 

^Vith pranams. 

Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 
PS 

We all owe you our debt of gratitude ibr havjng accepted 
Pani from Singbhum district as a Congress candidate. 

B.D. 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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6 February 1946 


My dear Biswanatb, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd instant. I am glad 
the District Board elections in Orissa have been so successful. It 
is now for the provincial organisation to see that the overwhelming 
majority which has been secured in these elections do not 
result in discrediting the Congress but is utilised for the purpose 
of enhancing its reputation. A good committee should be appoint- 
ed now to supervise the working of those bodies and to give gui- 
dance and directions for better administration of those local bodies. 
In many provinces Congressmen have proved their inability to 
rise above petty quarrels and considerations as well as over narrow 
selfish interests. In several places they have formed cliques for 
getting into offices and have brought a bad name in return. 
Please take necessaiy' measures to see that the adiroinistration is 
carried out efficiently, cleanly and generally in the interests of the 
people concerned. 

I am a%vaiting proposals for nominations firom your province. 

Yoirrs sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt, Bis\vanath Das 
Berhampore 
Ganjam Dist. 
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Cuttack Central Jail 
P.O. Cuttack 
Orissa 
6 February 1946 

Respected Sardaiji, 

"With my respectful pranams I lay before you the following 
case for your kind and impartial consideration. 

I am a resident of Cuttack district in a most interior back-, 
^s'a^d wUagc. I am a Congress worker and a member of the 
PGC. I was a member of the Congress Part}' in the last Orissa 
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Assembly representing my home constituency. For taking an 
active part in the 1942 August movement I [was] convicted for 
five years’ r. i. [rigorous imprisonment] in the famous conspiracy 
case of this province. I am now serving my term of imprisonment. 
Consequently I have lost my .qualification for a seat in the 
Legislature. 

The East Kendrapara constituency of Cuttack district from 
which I was returned conrists of three police stations, or thanas, 
viz., Patkura, ^fahakalpara and Rajnagar. Among these, my 
home thana, Patkura, is the biggest, having a population of 1^ 
lakhs, among svhom there are more than 7,000 voters for the pro- 
vincial legislature. The other two combined contain nearly 
50,000 people with a voting strength of nearly 3,000. only. The 
whole area in this constituency suffers permanently from heavy 
flood in the rainy season, and from want of water for irrigation 
purposes and even for drinking in some places in the dry seasons. 
It abounds with jungles along with the coast of the Bay of Bengal, 
where it lies, and contains vast tracts of swampy and water-logged 
paddyfields without any communication for traffic. There are 
a network of big and small rivers throughout, that remain dry 
for eight months in the year. Recently a semi-famine due to 
heavy flood took a toll of hundreds of lives, and people of this 
area are still dying from malaria, cholera, small-pox and dysente- 
ry as its after-effects. 

Mrs. Kamaladevi Chattopadhyaya visited this area last year 
and gave a lurid picture of the deplorable condition of the un- 
fortunate people in her statement to the Press. But nobody took 
any interest in ameliorating the sufferings of the people. Hardly 
people have recovered from that shock when an India-wide famine 
is going to happen, as has been recently stated by the Central 
Government in the Assembly. So it is very urgent that a person 
living and moving among the people of the very locality should 
be chosen to remain in constant touch with the governmental 
machinery. 

Sri D.B. Misra is a young man of a strong physique, a local 
Congress worker, suffered six months' r. i. and was fined Rs 25, 
and after the end of this imprisonment was detained as a security 
prisoner for nearly two years for taking an active part in the 
August movement. He possesses academic qualification up to 
matriculation and has much improved in his general knowledge 
that can be considered to be adequate for the Assembly’s normal 
work. He is very popular in the constituency and as a resident 
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local worker is suitable in all repeats to represent that consti- 
tuency’ in the Assembly. 

I rely upon your judgment and as a faithful soldier I must 
obey. 

With due regards^ 

Faithfully yours, 
Loknath hlisra 
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13 February’ 1946 

Dear Air. Alisra, 

I have received your letter of the 6th instant from Cuttack 
Central Jail, %v’herein you have been confined since a long time 
ovang to your conviction and sentence for five years in the conspi- 
racy case. I am sorry’ that we have not been able to secure 
your release and the release of other political prisoners but y’ou 
may be sure that you are all constantly in our minds and it tsiH 
not be long before the gates of jails are opened and you are once 
again restored to liberty in serv’ing as comrade in the Congress cause. 

You seem to be worried about the selection of a candidate 
from y’our district for the proinncial Assembly’. I have not yet 
received the proposals from Orissa but I expect them shortly’ and 
■^vill try to see whether any injustice has been done to Sjt. D. B. 
Alisra, about svhom you are so particular. I may, ho\s’ever, inform 
you that the Assembly is not the only place of sers'ice nor is it com- 
paratively a better place for scrv’ice. You must be a-ivare that many 
of us in the Congress ^S'orking Committee have never put our 
foot in any legislatures. Mahatma Gandhi has abo never seen any 
Assembly hall. You must not attach any undue importance to 
these legblative bodies. Perhaps better work can be done from 
outside and Sjt. D.B. Misra, if he is such a sincere worker as 
you think him to be, b liiiely to lose hb usefulness by being a 
member of the Assembly. I do not knov.’ ■v.hy the Orissa prorin- 
cial election board has recommended Sjt. B. C. MohanU' in 
preference to Sjt. D. B. Mbra, but I dare say they must have 
some good reasons to do so. It b not proper for us to misjudge 
or attribute any motives of partiality or othenrisc for their 
selection, ivhich in all probability may be thoroughly honest. 

It is not %\-bc to worry about matters of thb character from 
inside the -^mlb. In jail nothing that goes on outside, over which 
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the prisoner has no control, should be allowed to disturb his mind. 
He must consider himself dviUy dead and enjoy the peace of 
mind secured to him by his segr^ation from the outside world, 
which is full of sv-orries and troubles these days. The best thing 
for you is to look after your health, to read in spare time good 
literature and pass your time mostly in spinning and meditation. 
^Vishing to see you outride soon. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Loknath Misra 
Political Prisoner 
Cuttack Central Jail 
P.O, Cuttack 
Orissa 
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EXTRACT 

Berbampore 
Ganjam district 
16 March 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

Of the Muslim seats, three are being contested but there is 
little chance except in one constituency. Barring also these three, 
there are only 50 seats includmg seats for Christians, Scheduled 
Castes, women, commerce and industries, backward tribes and 
labour. You can be assured of 48 seats as if they arc in your 
pocket, including the 35 wc noiv actually have, but there is a 
good possibility of our capturing 49 seats. My sorrow and anxie- 
ty is that we could not fully respond to your call showing cent 
per cent success. This is due not to us but due to the inter- 
Terence of Dr. Fattabhi. Among our possible losing a seat or two 
scats is the Andhra nominee for Berhampore (Ganjam district). 

The position is now that the non-Congress Andhras arc up 
against Dr. Pattabhi’s nominee and Congress Andhras mostly arc 
lukewarm. They have let loose communal feelings. People in 
general are deeply Congress minded and there is still a chance 
for the Congress candidate if some Andhra leaders h‘ke Prakasam 
or Dr. Pattabhi persuade the local Andhras not to support the 
non-Congress Andhra set up by them, . . . 


Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 
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19 March 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

I have received your letter of the 16th instant. You know 
bjt Mahtab was here last vreek. He told me that I %viU secure 
at least t%vo Muslim seats, but from your letter it seems there 
IS not much chance for any. However, there is no serious com- 
munal problem there and hence even if we do not get any 
Muslun seat, it v.'ould not create any difficulty. 

. ■'vhole, as 48 seats are assured, you have made a good 

begmmng, unless last time’s repetition of indiscipline at a later 

stege takes place. I hope there %viU be no such disloyalty this 
time. ^ ^ 

♦ 1 , A to Dr. Pattabhi and also to Sjt. Prakasam about 

the Andhra nommee for Berhampore asking them to do some- 
thmg m the matter. 

Hope you are doing w'ell. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Biswanath Das 
Berhampore 
Ganjam district 
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^ 18 April 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram of the 17th inst. reading: 

• Wa VKor or n: nn:°or.n3.A 

-\s'crbTv 'v-ith the leader of the 

;xt Ser T The elections are not 

Shri H-trcJ-nicl elected, but I understand tliat 

ohn HareJ.rus}ina Mahtab vdll in all probabihty be elected 
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Leader. If you have to make any suggestion about tlie forma- 
tion of the ministry, you should approach him, and if you can 
satisfy him about the necessity of including an Indian Christian 
he will certainly do so. It is not, hosvevcr, possible to include 
members of all castes and creeds in the Cabinet in a small pro- 
vince like Orissa, and it is also uimeccssary to rely upon such 
inclusion as the only means of serving the community. The Con- 
gress thinks in terms of nationalism and the Cabinet Members, 
though they may have been selected from any community, arc 
expected to serve all the people of Orissa without any distinc- 
tion. 

Vours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Secretary 

Utkal Indian Christian Association 
Cuttack 
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New DelJii 
Id April im 


My dc.ir Mahtab, 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a telegram received from 
the Utkal Indian Christian Association and a copy of my reply. 
[See 401]. I should like to know the final dale on which >-our party 
meeting has been called for the election of Leader .and the 
probable date on which you propose to form tlie ministry’. Also 
give me full details of the composition of the proposed minislty. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaJJabbbbai Patel 


Shrf Harckrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 
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Cuttack 
24 April 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, 

I thank you for your letters of the 16th (marked confidential) 
and 18th inst. As regards your first letter, I shall take the neces- 
sary steps to get the masiinum quota for Orissa from the Govern- 
ment of India Fund. IVith regard to your second letter, please 
refer to my express telegram dated 24 April, 1946, which reads 
as follon-s: 

Assuirsn omcs yesterday ■vvtth four other. itensTERS, xabaxrishxa 

CHO-.VDHnRY, imVAIJAXDA KAKCKGO, UXGARAJ IHSRA, RADHAKPJSHXA BI5- 
V.*ASR.OY. E'^'SRYTHn.'G SSTOOTH. SIAHTAB. 

I hope everything is going on happily in Delhi. 

With my kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
H. Mahtab 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Nesv Delhi 
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Berhampore 
Ganjam Dt. 

(Orissa) 
Camp Cuttack 
21 April 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

There was a meeting of the Ori^a Assembly Congress Party 
yesterday at Cuttack. Fortysix out of 47 members attended 
the meeting. I presided over the meeting and Sri Harelnushna 
Mahtab \vas unanimously elected Leader, These ne-.vly-electcd 
members also authorised him to select his colleagues and present 
the list to the Governor. The Governor is coming from Puri and 
Sri Mahtab meets him at 2 p.m. today. On the 23rd the Mini- 
sters take the oatli of office and assume responsibilities. Thus I have 
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discharged my part of the work and free myself from the parlia- 
mentary work entrusted to me so long. 

It would be unfair of me [if I did notj state how deeply 
obliged I am for all your kindness which I had the good fortune 
to receive all along. Let me assure you that this has deepened my 
attachment. Your efforts to remove disqualiGcations imposed 
on me are supreme and I glorify God for all this. The very fact 
that I have been able to win the confidence of a great discipli- 
narian like you sustains and warms me, 

I had assured you of 48 out of 57 elected seats excluding 
the four Muslim and two scats of the zamindars. We have se- 
cured only 47. You will please remember that the selection of 
the Berhampore Andhra scat was that of Dr. Pattabhi against my 
opposition. A report xvill be submitted to you, trith all facts, 
what disappointments were faced by us from the local Andhra 
public. Ajiothcr report will give you the facts of our failure in 
the ttvo other seats and specially tlie Labour seat (which is the 
only seat) captured by the Communists. 

Hope this finds you in the best of health. 

With pranams, 

Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 
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New Delhi 
26 April 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

I have received your letter of the 21st instant containing a 
report about the first Congress Assembly Party meeting and the 
election of the Leader. For the present this first chapter of 
the revival of parliamentary work in your prorince is over and 
it has been generally very satisfactory, for which you all deserve 
credit. You have done excellent Avort in obtaining such good 
results and I caagcaCtilate you For the same, Sbri 2tlaktab repla- 
ces you for the time being and I am ivaiting for the day of your 
return to your rightful place, when your disqualification is re- 
moved. Till then we shall miss you very badly, but circumstances 
beyond our control liave interfered with Uie fate of the province, 
which has been deprived of ^-our leadership at tliis juncture. 
Except in the unfortunate pnnTnce of hfadras, in all other Con- 
gress provinces, except yours, tlie old premien have been returned. 



336 


SARD^VR Patel’s coree.spoxdence 


In Madras wc tried our best to induce responsible people to accept 
Rajaji’s leadership. They failed to accept our advice and have 
discredited the province and the Congress organisation in general. 
In Orissa things were different and but for the unfortunate obstacle 
which could not be removed, all would have welcomed your return. 

Hope you are doing v/ell. Please keep me informed of your 
activities. 

Yours sincerely’, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Bis%ranath Das 
Berhampore 
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Camp Calcutta 
10 May 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

I acknowledge srith thanks your reply' %rith expressions of 
sympathy and Iiindncss tvhich could hardly be forgotten. The 
Madras incident is to be deplored. It is an act of indiscipline 
■which has not happened in the whole parliamentary' career of 
the Congress, nor should it be repeated. Nov,' that the provincial 
ministries have been functioning, it is necessary and desirable 
that the parliamentary sub-committee is constituted -vrithout delay. 
It is my experience and the experience of other Assembly Party' 
leaders that no ministry and much less any' parliamentary party 
could function efSciently’ without the help and guidance of the 
parliamentary' sub-committee. Need I therefore stress that the 
sooner it is done the better for all concerned? 

The announced resignation of the Governor-General’s Exe- 
cutive Council revive the w’aning hopes of a possible settlement 
■^vith Britain. I have already' placed myself at your disposal. 
If you think that I am useful for the central executive, you may 
please utilise me there or in any manner you deem necessary'. 
Shri Mahtab is now' Premier. It is not at all my intention to 
disturb the arrangement only to show' to the world that I am 
out for position and place. Let me fulfil your desire by helping 
the ministry in all possible manner &om outside. 

'^Shth pranams, 

I remain. 
Yours sincerely, 
Bissvanath Das 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Camp Chadwck 
Simla, W 
13 May 1946 


My dear Biswanatli, 

1 have received your letter of the 10th instant. 

I agree with you that it would not be P™P'' “ * *,e 

arrangements that have been made at pr^nt. P 

that ihrl Mahtab himself would J°al Gove^^ 

original place, as soon M PO“>We- • „„d sec the picture 

our position is yet uncertain. »*c niti -nHpavours. 

as a whole that would c%-olvc out of the pr openings 

However, one thing is certain that there wi So 

for the Omgress a^d we have verj- good, reliable men. 
your services will be needed at any time. 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Bis^vanalh Das 
Berhamporc 
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C/o DA\*. Mandpe 
Dhantoli 
Nagptir 
21 November 1945 

Dear Sardaiji, 

My appEcation for the inclusion of my name in the electo- 
ral roll of the Prordncial Assembly has been rejected: a report 
to this effect has already appeared in the Press. It has been 
held that a jaU is no place of residence r-nthin the meaning of 
para (2) of Part of Sixth Schedule to the Government of 
India Act, 1935. I am thinking of preferring an appeal against 
this decision, but local la-v.yers are of the opinion that it %\'ill not 
be of much avail unless the aforementioned schedule itself is 
amended by Parliament. IVhat trould you ad^dse me in the 
matter? 

I do hope that you are nov,' restored to normal health and 
that the progress v.ill be maintained, considering that tve are nov/ 
entering into the most salubrious season of the year. 

In case you need my semdces on any front of our common 
battle. Inndlv let me knov/. I am ever readv. 

I trust this sN-ill find you in good cheer. 

Namaskar. 

Yours sincerely, 
H.V. Kamath 
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23 November 1945 


My dear Kamath, 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst. Only last week 
I had called Messrs. [R. S.] Shukla and [D. P.] MIshra' for 
consultation in pursuance of our conversation, but a couple of 
daj^ after they left Poona, I saw the report in the Press tliat 
your application for entering your name in the electoral roll 
had been rejected. This is confirmed by your letter received 
today. It is a strange decision, but at present \vc Iiave to put 
up with such idiotic and arbitrary orders. It means that for 
die present your going to the Assembly is out of the question. 
It does not, however, matter much so far as you are concerned. 
Perhaps you will be able to do belter service from outside. Many 
of us have never gone to any of these legislatures. Your remain- 
ing out will perhaps suit your temperament also. I svill write 
to you later about the work to be done by you, in case you 
decide to settle doivn in MahaXoshal province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

SJt. H.V. Kamath 
C/o Sjt. D.W. Mandpc 
Dhantoli 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulpore 
20 December 1945 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

1 understand your letter addressed to me is waiting for me 
at Raipur. In the meanwhile, learning about RIfshraji’s illness, 
I reached Jubbulpore yesterday and saw your letter addressed to 

lJoin«l freedom movement « 1920*; MLA (Centra)), )93e, Opposition 

whip under Motilal Nehru; Horae hlmister, CP, 1937-39; raemher, CWC, 1950; VC 
of Saugar University. 19 jG-62; Chief Mmiaer, Madhya Pradesh, 1953-67; member. 
Central Parliamentary Board and Ccin$res VloAoig Committee, 1970-72 
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him from the tram. Mr. 2\Iishra is ver\^ grateful to you for your 
kind inquiries about his health. Since 1943. -svhen he v/as in 
Vellore jail, he has been getting temperature practically eveiy 
month. The real trouble could not be diagnosed at Nagpur. 
No%v the expert here in the British l^Iilitajy* Hospital says that 
the temperature is due to some infection in the kidney. It is 
hoped that the trouble ^vill be knoum definitely in a day or ttvo. 

Even before Air. Alishra got your letter rve have been busy 
preparing our proposak for the Pro^dncial Assembly. The last 
date for receiving applications fi-om the candidates in the PCC 
office is 25 December. The district Gongr^ committees have 
been asked to send their reports about the candidates by 4 Janu- 
ary. The prordncial board will meet on 6 January^ to make 
its o'.vTi reports and recommendations. Our proposals rviU be in 
your hand latest by 10 January to enable you to accord your 
sanction by the middle of Januar-y. 

As regards the Harijan seats %ve hope to capture all the 
eleven seats allotted to Alahakoshal. Air. Hemchandra Khande- 
kar has been persistently after us to give one of our seats to one 
Air. Sakhare &om Nagpur province in order to avoid the latter 
from opposing him in the cit\' of Nagpur -vs-hich also has a 
Harijan seat. Our IVorking Committee has rejected his request. 
As regards the Berar seats. Air, Gavai and his group, the oppo- 
nents of the Ambedkar party, are not v.ilJing to stand on tire 
Congress ticket. He is not on good terms vdrh [Erijlal] Biyaniji 
also. As regards Alarathi CP Air. Khandckar and his group 
arc not -svilling to stand on the Congress ticket. Aloreover, he is 
such an rmscrupulous man that it is difficult to recommend him 
to anybody. Aly vierr is that in Alarathi CP and Berar rve 
should not interest ourselves in the primary elections of the 
Harijan candidates for the reason that a Congress candidate 
cannot uin, defeating all the candidates set up by Dr. .Ambedimr, 
Gavai and Khandekar groups. .After the primary elections 
are over many v.ill be found seeking Congress help and then we 
can select the best ones. 

As regards the Aluslhn seats, our position is not desperate, 
as might be supposed; six scats lie in Berar, tivo in Alarathi 
CP, five in Alahakoshal and the remaining one comprises tv.'o 
districts of Alahakoshal and one of Alarathi CP. The Nationalist 
Aluslims have formed a joint board for all the Conaress pro%"ir:ces 
'.yith headquarters at Nagpur. They arc working on our instruc- 
tions and in co-operation v.nth us. IVe have asked the organisers 
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to seek the co-operation of Rankaji and Biyaniji, Por the Maha- 
kosha! seats we hope to set tip ttvo candidates on the Congress 
ticket and four on the Nationalist ticket. We are now, by a 
study of electoral rolls, trying to find out where we have the best 
chance. On these seats we svish to concentrate all our effort and 
money. We are trying to purchase an Urdu press for propaganda 
purposes. 

You made inquiries on the phone about Mr. Ruiker. You 
already know my vic^vs about him. He is trying to strengthen 
his For^vard Bloc by all sorts of means, throughout the provinces. 
His plans seem to be to have two seats for himself and his suppor- 
ters in Maratlii CP on tJie plea that he cannot stand on the 
Congress ticket from tlie Nagpur Labour seat. He wants to get 
a general scat, preferably the Nagpur city seat. I am afraid 
Mr. Ruiker has more up his sleeves than we have been able to 
discover so far. He is in touch with Dr. [N.B.] Khare* and is 
a great friend of Mr. Hemchandra Khandekar. 

In the course of my recent \'isit to Nagpur I was informed 
by Mr. Ananta Sheorey of Independent [no\v Managing Editor, 
Nagpur Times] that under the guidance of Shri Vinoba Bhave* 
and Jajuji, it was being e.nrnestly proposed to send some Ashrami- 
tes to the Provincial Assembly. Shri Dharmadhikari for the 
Nagpur City, Shri Shriman Narayan AganvaJ for the Wardha- 
Chanda urban seat and Sliri Gopal Rao Kale for the Atni seat, 
are considered to be some of the candidates. Mr. Dharmadhikari 
is said to be trying to bring back some supporters of Dr. Kharc. 
Mr. Sheorey who gave this information himself favours tlic idea 
and was pleading for our co-opcration. He said that the Aslira- 
mites feel that to push through Gandhiji’s schemes it was essen- 
tial for some Ashramites to be in the Assembly. You already 
know my vieivs regarding these matters and I must not repeat 
them. Apart from Shri Jajuji and Shriman Narayan the whole 
idea is to retrieve the Maharashtrian fortunes lost in 1938 as a 
result of Dr. Khare’s conduct. It is also being attempted to 
bring in as many Maharashtrian candidates as is possible. So 
we are back to the 1936 position when the same game was being 
played! Much store is also being set by the wsits of Shri Shan- 
karrao Deo, who, they say gleefully, has been appointed Zonal 
Dictator by the Maharashtrian Berar and Nagpur province! 

1 Deposed Premier of CP; Jlemlwr, Viecroy'f E^evtire Council; once iu»- 
peefed of s>-inpathy »iih RSS v»hich was temporarily banned after assasslnatiori bf 
pandbi 

J A leading Gandhian v.ho pioneered bhoodan (land gift) movtmem 
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Before I conclude I wish to say a -ivord about a candidate 
from Bombay province. He is Mr. Devjibhai of the firm of 
Heerji Govindji ^vho has applied for the Bombay commerce seat. 
As against his opponent, Mr. Ramnath Poddar, Mr. Devjibhai 
actually participated in the 1942 movement and tvas imprisoned. 
I am interested in him inasmuch as his firms both at Nagpur 
and Jubbulpore have always helped the Congress. More than 
this I cannot say as I have no knowledge of the situation in the 
Bombay city. 

I am leaving Jubbulpore today for Lucknow and rvill be 
returning to Jubbulpore by the 25th and Raipur 27th. 

Yours sincerely, 
R.S. Shukla 
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24 December 1945 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 20th instant. Please write 
to me as soon as possible about the diagnosis in the A4ilitaiy 
Hospital of Alishraji’s adment. 

If %ve get your proposals before 10 January, it %viLl be all 
right for our purpose. 

Your committee did ^vell in rejecting Khandekar’s proposal 
to accommodate him by giving one seat to Sakhare of Nagpur 
province. Kliandekar appears to me to be an undesirable person. 
I agree with you that we should not meddle wth the primary 
elections by putting up our candidates on the Congress ticket 
at this stage in Berar and Nagpur. 

If you can succeed in securing even one or two seats on the 
Congress ticket in the Aluslim constituencies, it would be very 
good. About the independent Aluslims contesting the League 
candidates, I do not feel much interested. 

Mr. Ruiker may have his own way if the local Congress 
organisation is not strong enough, and probably it is so. How- 
ever, I will inquire from Air. Ruiker if he has any objection to 
stand on the Congress ticket from the labour constituency in- 
stead of doing so as an independent one. His touch with Dr. 
Khare ■\vould do him no good and \vould perhaps do him harm 
if it is known to the people, 
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I kno\v that efforts are being made to bring in Dada Dharma- 
dhikari in tlic Assembly but I do not believe that he is in favour 
of any of Dr. Kharc’s old supporters. There is no doubt that Dada 
Dharmadhikari is held in Wgh esteem for his honesty, integrity 
and even abilities and therefore they want to fill in the gap of 
leadership in Nagpur province for which there is great need. Am- 
ongst the Ashramites there is none who is willing to come in the 
Assembly except Mr. Shriman Narayan. Sri Jajuji’s coming in 
is out of the question. He wll not come even if he is pressed. 

The idea of a zonal committee is all nonsense. It is a case 
of %mhful thinking. 

About Mr. Dcvjibhai, nothing can be said at present except 
that he is one of a dozen candidates from the Chamber, who 
propose to contest, and the decision will largely depend upon 
the recommendations of tlie Bombay Provincial Congress Commi- 
ttee, ^vhich svill be guided by the influence of the candidate in 
the Chamber. Devjibhat b the most junior member amongst 
all the candidates in the Chamber and therefore he has the least 
Influence. He is no doubt a Congressman, probably on the 
provincial Congress committee also, but I am not in a position to 
say anything at present. 

Vours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shrl Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur, CP 
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EXTRACTS 

Rajasthan Bhavan 
Akola 

20 December 1945 

Respected Sardarji, 

The Provincial Congress Committee met on the I6th and 
a Parliamentary Board has been appointed. The rules in connec- 
tion witli the election have also been framed. All decisions were 
unanimous. The last date for receiving applications b fixed for 
6 January 1946. We could not fix earlier as the final date for 
hearing the claims and objections a 4 January 1946. I propose 
holding the meeting of the Provincial Pariiamentar)’ on 
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the 8th. All the recommendations 'will reach you by the 10th or 
11th in time before 15 January. 

The question of Scheduled Caste candidates is receiving 
my keen attention. Their primary election may come in the 
next month. I hope to contest and \vin all the four seats for 
tliis province in the final election. The followers of Ambedkar 
are numerous no doubt but I am sure of success and shall leave 
no stone unturned in this connection. 

The question of Muslim constituencies is more difficult. 
Tlrere are six seats from this province out of 14 for the whole of 
CP & Berar. The Muslim population is numerous, rich and 
more organised in Berar. TTie League has a greater hold in 
this area o'vving to various reasons. The powerful workers of the 
League are from Berar. Under all these different circumstances, 
I am trjnng my level best and hope to set up some candidates 
against League nominees. I may even get some to stand on the 
Congress tickets or as Nationalist Muslims. 

The question of general constituencies is not very difficult. 
I hope to "vvin all the seats provided the situation is properly 
handled. 

With deepest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Brijlal Biyani 
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25 December 1945 

My dear Brijlal, 

I have received your letter of the 20th instant. It is diffi- 
cult for me to visit Akola at present as I am not in a fit state 
of health for the strain of journey. 

I am glad to hear that your decisions in connection \vith 
the election have all been imanimous. The question of Schedul- 
ed Castes candidates in your province and in Nagpur requires 
careful consideration. The Mahar community is largely to be 
found in these areas and hence we must particularly [take] rare to 
see that no one of the followers of Dr. Ambedkar succeeds. The 
final elections will take place first and you may not, if you so 
dfsire, interfere ■with it except putting one of your own men 
■without giving a ticket; he can be adopted gn pur ticket after 
he succeeds in the election. 
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The non-Muslim General constituencies \vill be 'won wthout 
difficulty all over, but the Muslim constituencies are difficult and 
perhaps ^vc may not succeed in getting a single seat. However, 
\ve svill discuss that question when you come here. 

As you arc engaged till the 31st, you may come as soon as 
you are free, say, on 1 or 2 January. It is possible that I may 
liavc to go to Ahmedabad aAer the Srd and so you must not 
delay your coming here. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhat Patel 

Sri Brijlal Biyani 
President, 

Vidarbha Provincial Congress Committee 
Akola 
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Seoni (CP) 
21 December 1945 

From 

The General Secretary 

The Azad Muslim ParJiamentarj' Board 

CP & Berar 

My respected Sardar, 

Jai-Hind 

The Central Muslim (Nationalist) Parliamentary Board 
had authorised me to form a provincial board in CP & Berar, 
and I am glad to inform you that the said board was formed 
in Nagpur on the 9th insi. hfaulvi Ghiaghuddin, ex-vicc-presi- 
dent, Mahakoshal PCC, was elected as president of the board 
and myself as secretary. The board in its meeting of the 1 7th 
inst. decided to support the Muslim candidates to be set up by 
the Congress in this province and the board will set up candidates 
on its osvn ticket in the remaining constituencies of the province. 
In Berar, it does not seem possible to set up candidates on 
the Congress or Azad Muslim Board ticket, and if even after 
further efforts the position b not changed we will have to support 
such independent candidates who openly declare that they arc 
against Pakistan and the tsvo-nalion tlicoiy of the League. . . . 

Voun faitlifuIJy, 

M. Maqbul Ahmed 
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30 December 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter dated 21st inst. 

I gather from your letter that you want to see me personally 
in connection \ST.th the selection of candidates for the Muslim 
constituencies in the province of GP. If you desire to do so, you 
can come to Bombay in the first week of January' and intimate 
to me the date of your coming before doing so. I trust you have 
acquainted Sjt. Ravishankar Shukla ■with your proposals. Much 
■will depend on the recommendations received from the provin- 
cial Congress committee concerned. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

M. hlaqbul Ahmed, Esq. 

Secretary' 

Azad Muslim Parliamentary Board 
GP & Berar 
Seoni 
GP 
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Walker Road 
Nagpur City 
24 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Central Election Board 
Congress House 
Bombay 

Dear Sardatji, 

The resolutions passed by the Nagprrr Textile Union are 
intended to enable the labour representatives to co-operate inth 
the Indian National Congress and to defeat the game of other 
communalists in the labour movement -scho may perhaps try' to 
346 
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disrupt the ranks of the working class. At Nagpur itself the 
situation is very much complicated o\ving to a strong party work- 
ing under the guidance of Dr. Ambedkar and if you really want 
to capture all the four seats at Nagpur, i.e. Nagpur-cum-Kamptee, 
the Trade Union constituency scat, the Scheduled Caste seat and 
the ^Vomen scat, then \ve ha\'C to proceed very cautiously and 
carefully, otherwise there is every danger that sve may lose one of 
the scats at any rate. I can assure you that if our \’ie'wpoint is 
taken into consideration by you and the board, in making the 
final selections of the various candidates for tlie four seats at Nag- 
pur, then I am confident that all the four seats in Nagpur can 
be won by the Congress. I have absolutely no objection if the 
representative selected by our trade union stands on the Congress 
ticket; on the other hand it will be my endeavour to sec that 
whosoever is elected finally by the trade union to contest tJie 
labour constituency, he should sign the Congress creed and ulti- 
mately fight the elections on the Gongrcss-cum-labour ticket. 
It may be necessary to grant certain freedom of action to the 
trade union representatives so far .as purely economic matters 
Tclating to day-to-day trade union work arc concerned; on all 
other questions the working class representatives should wholly 
fall in line with the Congress. I do not for a moment want that 
the Congress should disown its representative character so far 
as labour is concerned. On the oiJicr hand I want the entire 
Congress to be a labour organisation that is the goal of the August 
Resolution and I stand by it. Bui as pointed out above, the 
problem of the labour scat in Nagpur is not one which can be 
dissociated from the other seats at Nagpur, as an overwhelming 
majority of the working class in Nagpur has got also a vote 
in the General constituency as well as the Scheduled Caste 
constituency. The reason vvhy the Union has passed such a re- 
solution to which j'ou have rdeired in j’our letter is that I am 
not the only person wlio has got the final word in deciding all 
these matters, though it is correct that I am the president of the 
Nagpur Textile Union. The resolution represents tiic views also 
of those who arc somewhat shy of completely falling in line v^-ith 
the Congress but it is a distinct victory for those like me in the 
trade union who want the Congress and labour to fall in line and 
who also want that all elections at Nagpur should be fought on 
the Congress ticket. If the situation at Nagpur is m.tn.iged 
tactfully, taking into consideration the feelings of the Nagpur 
working class and the gcner.al public and the rant and file of 
the Congress, I am confident that the Congress will be able to 
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capture all the four seats at xXagpur including the Trade Union 
constituency, the Scheduled Caste, tlic Nagpur-curn-Kamplee 
Ceneral scat and the 'Women scat. 

I am 

Yours truly, 
K. S. Ruiker 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Ruiker, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. 

Regarding the Tc.\tiic Union constituency, I have 'cen vour 
vieu-point. It Avould be better if you could discuss this matter 
jsath Sn Shankairao Deo svho happens to be there from today 
for a few days. If you cannot persuade the Textile Labour Union 
have in' k'" tiic Congress, the next best alternative wll 

sit tnl considered. In any event, .vc must not allow any 
seat to ^o out of the Congress or to any anti-Congress candidates. 


Yours sincerely, 
^^allabhbhai Patel 

R.S. Ruiker, Esq. 

President, Nagpur Textile Union 

"Walker Road 

Nagpur 
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. 30 December 1945 

-L'Ga.r Captain Paranjpe, 

the 1st mst. at Calcutta Yon 

It would appeaV from vom JSr itt evi f 

election, As.«„bi;- 

date of release. The earliest vof^' officer for 80 da>-s after the 
would be on 15 TanuPT-v- t.-L ' i. t^^Mnation can be sanctioned 

at Delhi and 80 daw tfp ' Central Election Board meets 

ana 80 day. thereafter would take the period toys-ard the 
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end of March next. In this connection I have to point out to 
you that under Sec. 69 (1) (a) a person is disqualified for being 
chosen as and for being a member of the Provincial Legislative 
Assembly if he Jiolds any oBice of profit under the Crown in 
India and I feel Uiat as Jong as your name remains on the pay 
list you ■will be deemed to be in the senice of the Crown in 
India. Even if you are released immediately, the 80 days there- 
after ■jvill be about 10 March- Your nomination must be filed 
by the end of January or the beginning of February, though no 
dates are officially announced by the Central Provinces Govern- 
ment. I do not see therefore hmv you can stand as a Congress 
candidate in the forthcoming election. If a ^vay can be found 
out of this legal difficulty, I would ask the provincial Congress 
committee to consider your case favourably and carefully and 
even the Central Election Board may deal ^vith your case as an 
exceptional one. As the matter stands, however, I do not think 
it will be possible to put you up as a Congress candidate. I 
regret that I have to come to this conclusion but it seems that 
the law is otherwise and even the recent Act passed by Parlia- 
ment is of no lielp to you in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhaj Patel 

Capt. K.B. Paranjpe 
C/o RTO, R.'iihvay Qu.Trte« 

Pooi3.a 
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Madan Mahal Extension 
Jubbulpore 
3 January 1946 

Revered Sardar Sahib, 

I am extremely sorry I could not ansiver your kind letter 
earlier o%ving to prolonged illness. With your ashir\-ad [blessings] 
I am noiv free from fever. If I do not gel another attack I 
hope to gain strength gradually. . . , 

Reports and recommendations about various candidates have 
reached us practically from all the districts. TIic ProWncia? Election 
Board will complete its job by the 7lh and you will has c our pro- 
posals by the lOlh instant. 

^Ve are likely to face some difficult problems. 
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In conclusion I want to assure you that I have no intention 
of being called for consultation at the time of final selection. 
Shuklaji has my complete confidence, I have sense enough to know 
that you want me to co-operate with him in the interest of the 
province. It is a matter of pleasure for me to carry out your 
wishes in this respect. All my suspicions of 1926 disappeared when 
I worked with him from 1937 to 1939. He is now in the evening 
of liis life and I would rather suffer in silence than cause him 
any pain. 

On receiving the report that you ^vere going to Calcutta 
by train Seth Govind Das went to see you at the Jubbulpore 
station but it rvas subsequently learnt that you flew to Calcutta. 
\S%en you returned he had gone out of station. He is anxious to 
meet you. You will be pleased to learn that all misunderstandings 
caused by interested people have now been cleared up and he 
has promised to co-operate with Shuklaji as well as with me. I 
look upon this as an achievement as disgruntled people would 
have gathered round him and caused disunity in the pro^•ince. 

Yours respectfully, 
D. P. Mishra 
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7 January 1946 

hly dear Mishraji, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant. As in many 
prownces, provincial Congress committees being in charge of all 
people who are not in tune with the current of the present temper 
and atmosphere in the country, difficulties are experienced in the 
matter of selection of candidates. Your province is also one of 
them. I am therefore not surprised to hear that you %vill not 
find the matter so smooth and simple. However, you need not 
worry about it. Eveiything -will be adjusted in accordance -irith 
the requirements of the situation and keeping in vie'w the interest 
of the pro\-ince as a whole. I am extremely glad to hear that 
the mental curtain between you and Seth Govind Das has been 
removed and you have become of one mind as before. Life- 
long fiaendship should not be allowed to be disturbed by suspici- 
on and distrust. Such things can be removed- by firankness and 
mutual desire to come together and also to remain together. I 
trust that there wiU be no further misunderstanding. I did not 
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know that Seth Govind Das wanted to see me. Perhaps if I had 
known, I ^vould have called him. _ 

L-.s;.5rr 

at Congress committee and ShuUajt. That I thurk w^ 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Dwarka Prasad Mishra 
Madan Mahal Extension 
Jubbulpore 
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telegram 


Raipur 
7 January 1946 


Sardar Patel 

Itl OPT ca nrrEcn stctBcns 

nV BOARn APBBtBD. t.ENOE REeUEST WPAR™ 
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8 January 1946 


The Secretary, _ 

Mahiikoshal Provincial Congress Committee 
Raipur 

'’“'I’attoting beiow copy of a telegram which has been reee- 

or rirmev .«».™ --0..™ r— 
„o*»Arrc™..,rscBmi5|«r™r»Brr'W»“”'' ■ , 

If the facts mentioned in the ^ toard of 

advise you to set matters right an PP j for nomination, 
“hich members are “L h cinot be ignored. 

The complaint ^ ,o sorh a legitimate complaint. 

It would be unwise to shut your Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
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TELEGRAM 

Yeotmal 
10 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

■WIRE BERAR CONGRESS CANDIDATE SELECTION DATE IVHETHER 
REPRESENTATION IN PERSON ALLOWED BEFORE BOARD. 

DESHPANDE PLEADER 
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TELEGRAM 

68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
11 January 1946 

Deshpande 

Yeotmal 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION ALLOWED BUT CONSIDERED UNDESIRABLE. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
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EXTRACTS 

Jubbulpore 
14 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Thakur Chcdi Lai, owing to his indolent disposition and 
easy-going habits, took no interest in the day-to-day political 
life of this province and allowed it to be mishandled by self- 
seekers. A man like Amar Singh Saigal possessing no repu- 
tation for moral integrity was drafted into the ProNancial Work- 
ing Committee. Raghunatli Sinha Kiledar, who had no Con- 
gress activity to his credit and had joined the Congress for the 
first time after its ministry" had been installed in the province, 
352 
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was appointed general secretary in disregard 
veteran Congressmen. His unpopularity m is I^arsinch- 

be obvious from the fact that his cand.dature ">0 Narnngh^ 
put-Gadanvara scat has been by an 

jeeted by the executive of Uie ^ J u,e candidates 

the rest of the district executives in respect oi , . 

coming from them. Kaslii Prasad Pan c, a . 
opportunist, who alwap stepped into a “ 

the teeth of the bans imposed by the Confess 
and who left no stone unturned .0 “ m “..ee 

whomsoever formed, was appointed on rtcommenda- 

of the province. This gentleman, in order to get a 
tion of Ids present candidature from his Bhawani Prasad 

was constrained to enter into a pact ivi ^ Committee. 

Tiwari. president of the Jubbulporc Naga Concrcssman lihe 

to throw overhoard a reputed and ij^i^et for the 

Pandit Kunjlal Dube, who has »US>>‘ •'>' ® ^ Thaliir 

seat of Jubbulpore city. Even Syt. Pf''*'' ‘ ^ by 

ChedlUl. who. in pursuance of Pr,' 5 “" ,„nervise the 
the provincial election board. “PP™ compelled to report 
proceedings of this executive committee. v c.anvassed and 

that the members “appeared to ^ atmosphere 

already determined to record their votes. .. appeared 

was unreal and to me the „ from Thakur 

to be more or less mechanical. 'rton 

Chedi Lai’s report Flag C in File No. •) 

n.K. Mehta 


29 January IS'lS 

My dear Mehta, in a demo- 

I had received your letter of the difficult 

cratic organisation, all sorts of people 6 However, in the 

to prevent all people from getting into P , ' ljjj ^yere brought 
matter of selection of candidates, the prop . , eventually 

fonvard by Thakur Chedi Lai wre accepted by 

all the proposals that were agreed upon attache 

Shuklaji. For the present, therefore, no bla ^jgiculty you 

to Thakur Chedi Lai and in future if there / 


S.C.-II.23 
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^ %'.Tite to me so that steps can be taien to remedy the •^^Tong, 
if any. ’ 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. D.K. lilehta 
Jubbulpore 
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telegram 

Jubbulpore 
28 January] 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

GREAT DISSATISFACTION RESEXTIExt OX SELECTIOX JUB3ULPOPT 
mSTRICT a^CDIDA.^. DirrsiCT TOV.-X COXGRESS CXA:N-IMOrS RE- 
COJIMEXDA-nOXS COilPLETELY IGXOPED. PlL^y RECOXSIDEPJ.TIOX. 
DEPUTATIOX- V.X^ PT;PRESEXT PEPEOXALLV. KIXDLY DATE. 

SECRETARY, TOY.'X COXGRES 
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TELEGRAM 


29 Januaiy 1946 

Secretar}- 
To-.i-n Ckjngress 
Jubbulpore 


EOAPJDs DECISIOX FDLAL. XO APPEAL POSSIBLE. 


■'•'ALLABHEHAI PATEL 


Mr, Kcdar. ® 

aA^-ay tom ^ 

hom'Sfitan - 

selections from Berar. but vou wll cntiEol about the 

^ u will cigrce ihat ^ve cannot improve 
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upon the material because tvhai mating selections we have no 
cJioicc but to confine ourselves to the pro^-incial recommenda- 
tions. Ill Berar perhaps the general standard may not come up 
to expectations because men of parliamentary experience may 
not be avmlable for selection. 

I have received no proposals from Nagpur as yet. Your 
ability as a good parliamentarian is undisputed. Your ability as 
a good lasv>’cr cannot perhaps be surpassed or equalled in Nag- 
pur, but your selection as a Congress candidate may be question- 
ed by many because of your dilTcrcnccs ^v^th Congress policy 
and programme and of your inability to fit in svith the Congress 
atmosphere. In the past you have found it difficult to accept 
Congress discipline and therefore it is possible that the local 
provincial committee may not recommend your nomination. It 
svould, therefore, be difficult for the Centre to interfere. 

Tiiosc who support Government have often found by expe- 
rience that in the end they arc thrown away when its purpose 
is served and therefore Congressmen have made it a rule ncs'cr 
to be instruments of this Government, under any circumstances. 
If you hntl Ibllowed tliat rule faithfull)', you ^vould not have 
come in disfavour of the Government as you row find yourself 
to be. Ho^vever, I congratulate you for your acting according 
to your convictions, in spite of your incurring the displeasure of 
the Government in the matter of the opening of the Commerce 
College. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T.J. Kcdar 

Advocate 

Nagpur 
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EXTRACT FROM T- J. KED\R’S LETTER TO SARDAR PATEL 
DATED S FEBRUARY 1946 

. . , But I think you will permit me to differ from you svhen 
you say that I became an instrument of Government. If you 
refer to my election as Vice-Chancellor, I took that position be- 
cause the Congress Ministry itself put me in that position. In 
the CP, Vice-Chancellors are elected and not nominated. Once 
the election takes place, the person elected is bound to be accept- 
ed as Vice-Chancellor in the same way as ministers chosen by the 
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22 February 19-16 


Dear Mr. Kedar, 

Thanks for your telegram of yesterday. Kankaji had assured 
me that he will accept our decision wluitcver it may be after his 
having received a letter from Afahatmaji, but evidently his collea- 
gues are greatly dissatisfied and therefore he has also changed 
his stand. He notv complains of humiliation but if it was so why 
did he give me that assurance tvhen he tvas here? Anyway, 
there is no question of any humiliation in this matter, as the final 
selections nTre to be made by the Central Board. No proper 
recommendations were made from the province at all. The board 
of 15 in the province abdicated Its powers and delegated the same 
to six, and these six in their turn delegated the delegated powers 
to Rankaji and practically there were no recommendations frem 
the province. Hotves’er, where there arc more applications and 
feiv seats, there is bound to be such discontentment, especially 
where 'the applicants are not .accustomed to accept decisions 
loyally. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. J. Kedar 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulpore 
7 February 2946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As I have already told you on the phone, I have requested 
Mishraji to see you at Bombay. Although he is not quite well, 
I am sure he svill meet you in a couple of days and explain the 
situation. 

The announcement of can^dates has met with universal 
approval here except among some of the rejected candidates. It 
is they svho are engineering agitation. Before they started 
their agitation I ^vas sure 50 per cent of the seats would go 
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SAEDAR PATEl’s CORRESPONDEXCE 


imcontested and our candidates returned unopposed. Their airing 
of dissatisfaction publicly is encouraging the opponents of the Con- 
gress to offer opposition to our candidates. Of course this opposition 
in most of the constituencies wall be only technical, and feeble too, 
but all the same it 'is’iU force us to make all the arrangements an 
election involves. It -would be in the best interest of the pro\-ince 
if the regular candidates are firmly told that after the list had 
been finally approved the aU-India Board could not hear appeals 
against its o%\*a decision. But tinfortunately what has happened 
in the province of UP is encouraging the rm'schief-mongers in 
this proUnce. I met Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant at Lucknow. 
I found him rather sad as Maulana Sahib [Azad] has replaced 
some of the candidates even after their names had been published 
by the all-India Board. 'W'hile this sort of action may be merely 
rmfortunate in a province like UP, it is sure to prove disastrous 
in a composite pro-^nnce like ours. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 


Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
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8 February’ 1946 

2sly dear Ra\'ishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. I have already 
■\\Titten to you that no changes -veall be made in the decisions 
that have been taken and therefore no appeals wall be entertained 
on the nominations published. 

Poonamchand is coming tomorrow n-ith the Nagpur propo- 
sals. I -vnU see what [D.P.] ^Nlishraji has to say in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 
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11 February 1946 


Dear FrienU, 

I have received your letter of tlie Stli insf. giving all the 
information re: the discharge of your son, Capt. Paranjpe, and 
also about his ^'.’hereabouts. I am glad you have gi%en us the 
necessary information and there will be no difficulty about his 
selection as a Congress candidate from Nagpur province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. D. V. Paranjpe 
Dliarampetl) 

Nagpur 
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Raipur 
12 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

On return here today from Nagpur I received j’our tw letters 
dated the 6th and 8th inst. Thanks many, ^^''e are notv going 
ahead tvith full force making arrangements for nominations. 

I met Poonamchandji at Nagpur and discussed with him the 
proposals for joint constituencies. University of coune goes to 
Dr. Hasan and the commerce scat ^vill go, I feel, to MuHa Abdul- 
labhai. He can succeed only if you kindly ask Biyaniji to see that 
Singhi (Alunim of Seth Gopaldas Afehta) and Seth Gopaldas 
help MuIIaji. Seth Gopaldas intended to stand from this consti- 
tuency and had therefore got about 400 to 500 roters registered. 
We must now see that these voters vote for MuIIaji. If this k 
done MuIIaji’s chances arc then almost certain. 

As regards the landholders constituency, after discussion svith 
me Rankajj agreed to the selection of Mrityanjaya Prasad. He 
was no doubt hesitating and had, it appeared, a soft comer for 
Bhonsle and I believe he might have told you that Mrityanjaya 
Prasad's success ^vas doubtful. I think he is not right. Know'ng 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 

the voters as I do, I feel that we can win this seat for the 
Congress. Our Bhujangrao Rao from Chanda district is also 
standing. If there is a triangular contest, our Congress candidate 
is sure to succeed. If there is only Bhonsle or Bhujan^ao we 
may have to work hard for our candidate. There is no doubt 
that a good deal of sentiment is behind Bhonsle. You may consi- 
der all these facts and decide whether we should leave this seat 
uncontested. 

As regards the town seat of Nagpur, I find that there is a 
strong feeling throughout the town that a resident of the town 
should be adopted. Avar! is a very strong candidate for the 
town. I know there is a good deal of prejudice against him and 
he is reputed to be pig-headed. But the Avari of 1946 is not the 
Avari of 1940. He has changed a good deal and is very much 
sobered down. He wll be, I can assure you, very loyal to us 
and win do nothing to merit censure from you. He has suffered 
the most and I feel his selection tvill be most welcome in the 
totvn. I feel almost certain he %viU be returned unopposed. 
If he cannot be given the city seat I rvould request you to give 
him a rural seat. Trs^o days ago I had a talk with Ganpatrao 
Pande. He told me that if any candidate rvho is not a resident 
of Bhandara district is selected he rvdll rvithdraw. Therefore, if in 
the place of j\lakae Guruji Avari is put up Pandeji may retire. 
Pande is a powerful candidate and it rvould be difficult to unseat 
him. Even if this proposal is not accepted I shall indeed be very 
happy if Avari is given some other constituency. If Dada 
Dharmadhikari is adopted from the city of Nagpur he will be 
severely opposed. Great effort rvill have to be made to bring 
him. The Arvi seat, I learn, ■will be hotly contested if any other 
person except a non-Brahmin is adopted. Wagh will perhaps be 
most suitable. Of course you have almost all interested persons 
present in Bombay. All can safely rely on your judgment. 
You rsdll get this by the 15th noon. If there is anything tvhich 
you rvish to ask me I shall be available at Phone No. 154. 

With best -wishes. 


'tel 


I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 
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16 February 1946 


My dear R.ivishankar, 

I have received your JcKer of the 12th inst, loathing can 
be done now regarding Avari- The consideration of proposals 
from Nagpur has reached a final stage and nothing can be done 
to change the conclusions. Vour letter was too late. 

Mishraji had come here and I discussed the matter fully with 
him and the Nagpur friends, including KishorclaJji. He will explain 
to you everything. 

Thalcur Chedi Lai has come here. He is not indiflerent 
about tlie little discontentment or agitation that has been going 
on in hfahakoshal about some of the selections. He defends the 
Central Board’s sanction in toto, and has not said a word against 
it. He came here only for the purpose of obtaining sanction for 
the substitute of the Harijan candidate, who turned traitor. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Pate! 

Pandit Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 


43$ 

EXTRACT TROM SHRI MAHESII DUTT MISHKA’S LETTER TO 
SARDAR FATEL DATED I2-2-46 

The workers of the Harda*Sconi constituency are indepen- 
dent minded but are known throughout the province for scrupu- 
lousness, sacrifice and slncert work. It is due to them that there 
is unity in the district despite (he efforts of a few opportunist 
elements. ^Vhen such workers decided upon the name of Pandit 
C.G. Mishra (father) it was after a great heart-searching discussion 
on principles. Although the support was spontaneous, the wor- 
kers discussed all aspects of supporting a non-jaiJ-gocr candidate. 
The support is unanimous and what lool.» due to there being 
four applications is only due to the confiision in the province. 
If we were given a chance to prove we would have collected signa- 
tures from all Congressmen and even voters of the constituency. 
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But since "n’e know that Shuklaji was a%vare of it v.-e assert this 
again that Pandit C.G. !Mishra was supported by all the workers 
of the constituency'. Aloreover it was due to him only that the 
workers agreed on one application being sent. I myself tried 
them to be unanimous on some other name but failed. So this 
■\s'as one of the temptations that led me to support his candida- 
ture. Kow by imposing an outsider, v/hatever sacrifice may be 
to his credit -svas a grave injustice to the constituency' and the 
■svorkeis %vho had to suffer. 
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21 February 1946 


l\Iy dear ?\Iahesh, 

I have received your letter of the 12th inst. You need to 
have much stronger neives than you seem to possess if you ^\'ant 
to ser%'e your country. The Assembly is not the only' place for 
ser\-ice and you should not have taken the matter of rejection of 
your fathers nomination so seriously. There is nothing unusual 
in such matters and there is no need to attribute any motives 
to anybody or to find out reasons other than those "ivljich are 
apparent for the decision that has been taken. You must learn 
to be tolerant to others and you must also learn to take such 
minor defeats sp>ortingIy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Mahesh Dutt Mishra 
9 Hamilton Road 
Allahabad 
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Raipur 
22 February 1946 

2sly dear Sardar Sahib, 

Isoh'dtlistanding the assiuances contained in vour letters 
of the Sth, 8th and 16th I am informed bv [D.P.] Ivlishraji on 
the phone that Maulana Sahib has allowed K. P. Pande, an 
nreh-intnguer to enter the Assembly. I also learn that some 
change is being made even at this stage (after nominations) in the 
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Dhamtari constituency of this district. God only knotvs what is in 
store for us in this unfortunate province. sincerely. 

R. Shukla 


In case of necessity you may kindly phone me at N. 49 
or 77. 
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telegram 


Karachi 
14 February 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 

YOUR CABLE. SECURED AIR ^?l^^•ATIOS. 

NSELY GRATEFUL. MEETING TOO ^ 
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14 February 


1946 


My dear Kalappa, r^rachi and I am glad you 

I have rccchxd your r", labour constituency in 
have returned. Your , of trouble, as there are oUier 

Mahakoshal has created an amim doing any semce m 

claimants who “"P'r have no right to be 

this constituency, and . p these appeals but sou 

representative. IVe have Xfda« of demoijimy, if I-- 
must bear in mind that m the voters will certainly 

not keep in touch the Congress organ,- 

have a genuine gno-ance and f ,j Is fact to your noUce 

Nation die wreng. I duty towards your voter,, 

in order that you may full) discnarge > sincerely. 

.. .1-1.1,,: Patel 


Sjt. V.R. Kalappa 
44 King’s ^Vay 
Nagpur 
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Rajasthan Bhawan 
Akola 

14 February 1946 


The Secretary', 

Central Election Board 
Congress House 
Bombay 

Dear Friend, 

Yom* letter of 9 February' 1946. I know the disqualiBcation 
that is against hlr. G.B. Thakre. An application has been made 
for the removal of the disqualihcation and I hope the disqualifi- 
cation rs'ill be removed in time. In case it is not remo\'cd an 
alternative name will be kept ready. I shall inform y'ou the 
alternative name. 

Yours sincerely, 
G. R. Kulkarni 
Secretary' 
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17 February' 1946 

My dear Biyani, 

I received your letter of the 14th inst. today, ^\'c waited 
for the alternative name, but your letter, instead of giwng us the 
name, informs us that the name will be kept ready. That is 
not proper. The substitute’s name should be sanctioned by the 
Central Board. \Ve have received complaints about this rnattcr 
and '\our reluctance to give the name lends colour to the comp- 
laint. \We have sent you a telegram today as under: 

LETTER. IT TTL\KRe's DI5^UALIT*C-\T10:* I.‘0T REM0\XD CEr.'TR.'-L 
rOARD SANCnOKJ DOCTOR SONAVR.” 


35-1 
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If Sjt. Thakrc-s f 

nomination is to be filed. Pica sincerely, 

Patpl 


Sjt. Brijlal Biyani 
Rajasthan Bhawan 
Akola 


Rajasthan Bhawan 
Akola 

20 February 1946 

Respected Sardarji, , connection teitb 

I have received your letter . Ijjtle as I find there 

the ease of Shri Thakre. It P""'^ “ at tlie outset that 
is some misunderstanding. remotest thought to 

there \vas never the sUghtwt desi ^ disinterestedly 

evade Urc authority of the Cwtra , ‘j.-^jncly do so in future, 
carried out all your orders 

Please allow me to offer a Utile ^ on the 14th. Bc- 

Your letter of the 9th %vas rcceiv^ by^ dis- 

fore this an application was ma decision. 

qualification and I 'vas cxpwting • substitu 

of your letter of the 9th. 1 could not giv expecting an 

name immediately as I wanted Under these 

early decision on Mr. Thakre s j^^^^yledgcd. The 
circumstances your letter svas on y j only meant tha 

in my letter of the 14th is not There was no idea 

after consultation I shall intima c construction, 

of delaying. Please excuse me for “'‘"'‘PP^, , ^ from Nagpur 

Ou L 16.h moeuing I le^< i-- ■>" f 

that the application was '9“'"’;. you the alternate cand 

16th, I posted you a letter, you m unre. K 

date. Unfortunately this , I ^.ould not have po 

I had the slightest desire to ^ade “ for this cons - 

edthe letter on the 16.1, Thu date for nom^,^ “ f S 
tuency was the 23rd. 'Pfi'^‘5 , yyiH convince you tha 

sanction. I hope my letter of foe 16fo '« g;„,cd m > oW 

was nothing of foe hind sn mV.™”" instructions carefully 

letter of the 17fo. I have earned out you 
and fully. 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 

Respected Sardarji, I again assure you that I shall ever carry 
out your instructions without the slightest evasion. A line in reply 
that the misunderstanding has been removed -will give me immen- 
se consolation. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Brijlal Biyani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


446 


22 February 1946 


My dear Biyani, 

I have received your letter of the 20th inst. I know that you 
■would not do anything against my instructions and on that acco- 
unt your assurance is unnecessary. I waited for your reply and 
you made no reference about it in your subsequent letters and 
telegrams, so I thought that there •\vas sometliing unusual, as 
already I had received a suggestion that you were thinking of 
putting Sjt. Deslimukh at the last moment as a substitute. You 
are very punctual in your correspondence and the delay coupled 
%vith the warning given made me feel that there ■was something 
in it and therefore I had to send the telegram. Even after the 
telegram, there was some misunderstanding and you had to tele- 
phone. However, this is of no consequence. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Brijlal Biyani 
Akola 
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20 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram of the ISth inst. reading: 

“xE-iVSPAPER REPORTS ABOUT FINAl. UST UKBEETEVABIE. VRAY IKFORSl 
CORRECT EIST. IF REPORT TRUE DECISION UNJUST. SEESIS NAGPUR PROVIN- 
dAL CONGRESS RELEGATED TO POSITION PARTY. GREAT DISS.^-TISFACnON 
PREVAILS A3.IONGST 'WORKERS. PRAY FOR AN OPPO R T UNI TY TO PLACE CORRECT 
FACTS BEFORE YOU AND CONVINCE YOU OF THE INCORRECTNESS OF THE 
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=.a..o., c,.vvo= .» «n,o., 

o, rRO^•.■.c. A-ra m >v.l>a.a. p«v k. 

I have also read in the o/lndta 

protest. Perhaps Nagpur is the only p against the 

where such protests and your attention to 

Central Board’s sclccuons. I can y desire to rush 

Gandhiji's article giving the ‘/we are likely to 

into these assemblies. Unless thi should people, 

lose what we have “rf^ggle. ^ 

who make so many sacrifices m th gg 

these sacrihccs by ivay “'"■^”^ 0 '“ „orthlMS and discredit 
councils? They render 'w „The Congress they 

the organisation. Instead ' ^”*g„ulity to the decisions. 

tr>' to weaken it. Tlicre must be decisions and the 

There can be no appeal or rcsusion of these decision 

date of nomination will also be over no . 

Your provincial board had l«cn o no j .,j p^^vers 

first place, your Board to anybody but these 

to C; delegated powers cannot be d ^ Pact 

6 in their turn delegated !;°'^^Cenltal Board. There was 

brought no report as required uy pJ- selection as was 

no help from the pro%'incc m the Qg^^t^al Board got your 

required according to its have been disposed of 

proposals very late; othersvise they Berar proposals. Your 

It Delhi along with the Mahakoshal «^enir ^op 
board, instead of being helpful, has ^e difficulties. Tins 

Even after the selections, it is trym^, pithcr build or main- 

is not the way in which your • ^lon or outside. You 

tain its reputation in the Congress create an atmosphere 

must accc^^t the decisions loyally and try to crea 
in which there will be no contest. Yours sincerely, 

ValLabhbhai Patel 


inc oecreiarv 

Nagpur Provincial Congress CommiUee 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulpore 
26 February 1946 


Revered Sardar Sahib, 

Except in the case of the Backrvard Tribes constituency, 
for ^shich noinination papers will be filed today, nominations for 
all TOnstituencies are over. Besides one European, one Anglo- 
Indian and two Muslim Leaguers, 18 Congressmen have been 
returned unopposed, aU from Mahakoshal. In tlrree constituen- 
cies including thatof ThakurChedi Lai, there are no caste Hindu 
^ndidates to oppose our candidates but as there are two Haii- 
jans in each of them the Congress caste Hindu and the Congress 
Hanjan candidates could not go unopposed. A man of absolute- 

\ ' T t)een set up against ShuHaji bv tlie Hindu 

Aiahasabha out of spite. 

c,: . .f, Saugor, Alessrs Sapre, \'asudeo Prasad 

piv^tava and (^pdal Snv'astava, aU Congressmen, are oppos- 

thf Krishnananda and B.L. Jain, 

Sanr^a^d candidates. The brain beliind are Mr. 

merel t^vo Srivastavas are 

SL wouH have rebelfion these three 

or\fr lifr ni-e ““°PPO-'cd as the Hindu Sabhaite opponent 

ir^f* mSo°S: 1 if -bel Congressmanld the 

bXc ftfSb I 

they ,yiU ha™ to foregf their’l.SS'tiS’”''''”*'- 

yyara Rural ' 

The real difficult,- b ffi \S° K hf Kalappa. 

to difficulties dis<nnnt1ed Co ^ consPtuenc>-. To add 

of Saugor, have -eked than those 

up non-Gongressmen againS^^ n V ^^^PP%^d q^ctly set 

opponents we are trvdng^ fet^hdiJf 

I have not been in' touch “sdth laK^ ^ possible. As 

to gauge the situation. Hotvever n!wh' been able 

to seo’^-"'’Ucces3 for ifr. Kalann^ nothmg be left undone 

^^/&aREcr 1 PP^~ 

ciAi, CONG, ^ours sincerely, 

^ P3un-AiLs Aubhbhai Patel D.P. Zvlishra 

FACTS BEFORE 
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2 March 1946 


My dear Mishra, 

I have received your letter of 26 February. I am glad 
about the 18 uncontested returm, but I am sorry to hear that 
some Congressmen have thought it fit to rebel against the organi- 
sation and file their nonunation papers against some of the Con- 
gress nominees. Notices should be issued against them for disci- 
plinary action without delay. 

I have \vritten to Shuklaji about Sri Kashiram Pandey. I 
must get all the facts about him as it was wrong of him to have 
obtained ex parte decision from Maulana after having failed in 
his attempt with me here. At present, I shall say nothiag more 
about it, but I wish to knotv oil his antecedeots and the compa- 
rative merits befivecn him and the candidate who was first selec- 
ted by the Central Board. It is very unfair that the candidate 
selected by the Board was let down svilhout being given an oppor- 
tunity of hearing. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. D.P. Mishra 
Jubbulpore 
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telegram 


6 Afarch 1946 


Pandit Shukla and Chcdi Lai, 

MAULANA ^VRTTES HEARING APREAL HE FOUNO SHEER INJUmCE 
DONE TO KASHIRAM t-ANDEy. SVIRED TO I>RO%TNOIAL BOARD WAITED 
REPLY FIVE DAYS NO SATISFACTORY REPLT RECEIVED AND DECIDED 
IN HIS FAVOUR. %VIRE ALL PARnCULARS AND COMPARATIVE MERITS 
OF CANDIDATES CONCERNED. 

VAUABHBIIAI 


369 


s.a-ii-24 
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EXTRACT FROM R. S. SHUKLA’S LETTER TO SARDAR PATEL 
DATED 15 MARCH, 1946 

. . . The position of our candidates is very sound except 
that of Mr Kalappa. I think Mishraji rvdll manage it. I believe 
we shall have cent per cent success. I have visited all the impor- 
tant centres of the constituency of Mouivi Maqbur Ahmed, our 
Congress candidate. His position is improving every day and 
I hope he too may succeed 
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18 March 1946 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 15th inst. today. 

You seem to have made no arrangements about redirecting 
the telegrams to you ^v’hen you are on tour. 'iVTien I received 
no reply to my telegram about your interference in Avail’s fast 
for so many days, I ivas surprised. It is not right that telegrams 
should remain unansivcred for a number of days. However, tliis 
is now an old story' and unless Avari docs any other stupid thing 
again, this matter is closed. 

The elections will soon be over and you wiU have to think 
of the formation of a ministry. You must let me know immediate- 
ly what y'our plan is or you may come down to Bombay for a 
day for discussion. IVc may have to go to Delhi by the end of 
this month. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 
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Akola 
17 March 1946 

Respected Sardarji, 

These are the facts which I know about Mrs. Sharadabai 
Angal who ^vithdrew in favour of the Congress candidate. I did 
not know the lady before. It was after the withdra%val that she 
came to Akola and met me. 

After having filed a nomination paper, Sjt. Kochar, presi- 
dent of the Amraoti Nagar Congress Committee, requested Mrs. 
Sharadabai to withdraw in favour of the Congress candidate. She 
agreed accordingly and filed her withdrawal. I also sent my cong- 
ratulatory telegram to her. Next day after withdrawal she and 
her husb.md came to me suddenly and asked me to accompany 
them to Mrs. Radliadevi Goenka to request her to proceed to 
Amraoti immediately and to donate something for starting some 
institutions to work among the ladies. I told them both that it 
was not proper for them to approach Mrs. Goenka for donations 
immediately after the withdrawal. Both of them were upset. I 
told them that the only thing that I could do tvas to arrange the 
meeting between Mrs, Angal and Mrs. Goenka, and Mrs. Angal 
could then speak to Mrs. Goenka what she thought proper. In 
the evening they met and talked. Mrs. Goenka did not like the 
^vay in >vhich she ^vas approached. She could not go to Amraoti 
immediately as her daughter was ill. On this Mrs. Angal went 
dissatisfied and then came the letter that I haw received, copies 
of which have been sent to you. 

There is no truth in her allegations. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Brijlal Biyani 
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20 March 1946 


My dear Brijlal, 

I have your letter of the 17th inst. It was indiscreet on your 
part to arrange a meeting bettveen Mrs. Angal and Mrs. Goenka 
for the purpose of securing a donation from her soon after Mrs. 
Angal’s withdrawal from the contest. You should have told them 
that you could not be a party to any such thing. If she had given 
any donation, it would have been interpreted as a bribe promised 
for the withdrawal. She was wise to refuse but you could not 
muster courage to say no. She has sent copies of her letter to 
Bapu and also to other leaders of the Congress. This is an un- 
necessary scandal arising out of that meeting which should not 
have been encouraged at all. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Brijlal Biyani 
Akola 
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EXTRACT FROM V. R. KALAPPA’S LETTER, DATED 15 
APRIL 1946, TO SARDAR PATEL 

I am glad to report to you that all the three Congress-mind- 
ed rivals "withdrew at the eleventh hour in my favour. As a 
matter of fact Sri Hari Prasad Pathak, after declaring his with- 
drawal at a public meeting, actively worked for my success. All 
is well that ends well. 
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New Delhi 
17 April 1946 


My dear Kalappa, 

I have your Idler of Uic I5th instant. Since then I have 
seen the results in the Press. I am glad that we have won all 
through. Let us hope that our party in the Assembly will justify 
its position, as also the confidence placed in them by the electorate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri V.R. Kalappa 
Nagpur 
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TELEGRAM 


Nagpur 
? April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
New Delhi 

POSITIOM CRtTIOM.. KOTOLY ADVISE. SKUKLAJI DANI AND DAOA 
REAGinNO RAIPUR ELEVENTH FREPERABLY BY AIR. 

PRATAPSINCIIRAO BHONSLE 
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TELEGRAM 

Neiv Delhi 
7 April 1946 

Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 

BHONSLE WIRES QUOTE POSITION CaUTICAI.. EINDLY ADVISE. SHUKLAJI 
DANI AND DAGA REAdONG RAIPUR ELEVENTH PREFERABLY BY AXR 
UNQUOTE DO NEEDFUL. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Raipur 
12 April 1946 

My dear Sardar Saliib, 

Your wire weis duly received. The voting for the Landholders 
and Commerce constituencies is over today. Everything is all 
right here. Results of the elections are turning out satisfactorily. 

We are holding our party meeting on the 21st instant. Is 
it necessary to inform Maulana [Azad] Sahib and imdte him? 
Or will it do to send information to the office of the Parliamenta- 
ry Board at Bombay? 

Although I have not met Mr. Dharmadhikari, I am reliably 
informed that he and his friends want Gokhale and P.K. Desh- 
mukh as ministers from Berar. This of course means that both 
ministers would be from East Berar. I, however, think this should 
not stand in the way of their selection. I am inclined to agree 
to this proposal. On the other hand Berar friends inform me that 
Mr. Biyani ■wants Mr. Kanade Shastri and Dr. Khedkar. hir. 
Shastri has aU his life-time been an anti-Gandhiite and in my 
opinion Ids selection as a candidate was a mistake. Dr. Khedkar 
is a man of no education so far as I know. He has picked up 
some kno%vledge of homoeopathy and calls himself a doctor. He 
is thoroughly lacking in culture and is not expected to be a 
good member of a united team. I am told in order to thrust 
these tsvo undesirables upon us, Air. Biyani is planning to call a 
meeting of the MLAs from Berar before we meet as a party. 

such group meeting has taken place in Mahakoshal. I 
understand the Marathi CP friends also do not approve of such 
regional grouping. Mr. Joshi, I am informed, is also opposed 
to this move. But I think he can not persuade Air. Biyani to 
give up the idea. 

In Alahakoshal a number of friends are pressing me to 
include Thakur Ghedi Lai in addition to Alessers Alishra and 
Alehta. No one from Alahakoshal is opposed to Air. Alishra 
but some want Air. Alehta to be dropped. Both myself and 
Alishraji do not wish to sacrifice Air. Alehta. Will it be possible 
to^ include Thakur Chedi Lai in addition to Alishraji and Alehtaji ? 
IV e shall have a cabinet of nine instead of eight. That is all. 
374 
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I would like to have your final advice regarding Thakur Chcdi Lai. 
I may inform you that by his inclusion some complications which 
may othenvise arise will be avoided. But I shall abide by your 
advice. 


Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 
PS. 

In order to avoid delay I am also sending a copy of this 
letter to your Bombay address. I shall be in Raipur till the 
19th and in Nagpur from the 20lh onwards. 
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16 April 1946 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 12th inst regarding the 
formation of a ministry. I think it will be better for you to come 
here tWth Dada Dharmadhikari and Biyanyi [as] soon after your 
election as leader as is convenient so (hat we can discuss the 
question in all its aspects. Most of the points affecting its for- 
mation [hadj been discussed xvhen you were here on the last 
occasion. But you have raised some points which require consi- 
deration. If there is conflict between Biyaniji and Dada Dharma- 
dhikari regarding selection of ministers from Berar, I would like 
to hear both of them before final advice is given. If they both 
agree amongst themselves and you arc also agreeable, there could 
be no difficulty, but if tliere are differences, wc must hear all 
concerned before a decision is taken. About Thakur Chedi Lai, 
Maulana Sahib holds a very low opinion [of him] and the change 
of the Central Board’s decision in (he matter of selection of one 
candidate was due to Thakur Chedi Lai’s indiscretion. I do not 
think it would be wise to expand the ministry at this stage, except 
for the inclusion of one Harijan, if necessary. You must there- 
fore inform Dada Dharmadhikari and Biyaniji and fix a date for 
coming here. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Ft. Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 
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TELEGRAM 


Raipur 
14 April 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

kindly give authority for convening congress members 

MEETING FOR ELECTING LEADER ON 2IST TO AVOHJ OBJECTIONS. 

SHUKLA 
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TELEGRAM 


15 April 1946 

Ravishahkar Shukla 
Raipur 

authorised TO CALL PARTY MEETING TWENTYFIRST FOR 
ELECTION LEADER. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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- 16 April 1946 

My dear Biyaniji, 

PartJ 1° ““ “ ”"‘*"2 of *= Assembly 

^ has been the results but I ex 

^ChTt brsetH'^ of the 

Se7is you ” ada“nb”“ .fr “f 

come here for consiiliaf hamadhikan and Shuklaji must 

ministers ^viU continuf T’ Mahakoshal probably the old 

Hasan 0.0^0 stoed buttS; f“ P'- 

3^0 ’ have to consult Nagpur opinion 
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before I can give advice. In Berar Shri Golchale, the old mini- 
ster, ^yilI probably continue and the question of another minister 
will have to be settled. It may be necessary to take one Schedu- 
led Caste man also, but looking to the strength of the Scheduled 
Caste members, Mahakoshal would have a claim, as they have the 
largest number of Scheduled Caste members from their province. 
In any case, there is no final decision taken so far and I have 
witten to Shuklaji to fix a date in consultation with you and 
Dadasahib and he has been asked to come here with you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Brijlal Biyani 
Akola 
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17 April 1946 

My dear Sardar SaliJb, 

I was in due receipt of your ivlre on the I5th night and 
have communicated if to the president of the Berar Congress 
Committee and Dada Dharmadhikari. This settles the question 
of my authority to convene a meeting of MLAs of three diffe- 
rent Congress proNdnees. 

As regards provincial elections, sve have succeeded in almost 
all the constituencies. We are sorry to find that our Congress 
Muslim candidate did not succeed as was hoped from all accounts 
the candidate had given us. By now you must have replied to 
my letters regarding ministry-making. Mr. Khandekar has come 
out successful with a thumping majority. Only one Harijan scat 
in Berar has been lost to us. Berar and Nagpur provinces give 
us eight Harijan and Mahakoshal eleven. We shall have to deci- 
de whether \ve should take Agnibhoj or Khandekar. I will let 
you know our final opinion after consulting friends at Nagpur 
on the 21 when \ye meet there. 

I do not know whether you are aware of the march of events 
in Nagpur. The situation there is intriguing. A long article has 
appeared in The Independent of the I5th instant. I enclose 
herewith a copy of it for your information. It is accompanied by a 
copy of a letter I have received from the editor of The Independent, 
Mr. W. G. Sheorey, brother of Mr. Anant Sheorey who has, I 
believe, often-met you in connection wth nomination of candidates. 
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A copy of my reply to liis letter is also enclosed. I am abso- 
lutely ignorant so far as to what part Dr. Dubey has played in 
the city elections of Nagpur. I know this much at any rate, that 
Dr. Dubey was mainly, if not solely, responsible for the grand 
success of our University candidate. Dr. Hasan. He was also 
helpful to me in some degree in inducing I^ala Jainarain to 
withdraw in favour of our Congress candidate for commerce. 
Mullah Abdullah Taharbhai. Beyond this I know nothing about 
Dr. Dubey’s activities in the Nagpur city elections. I have issued 
a statement dissociating myself from all anti-Congress activities 
of the Mayo Hospital group as alleged by Mr. [W.G.] Sheorey. A 
copy of that statement is also enclosed herewith for your information. 
I am acquainting you with all the facts so that if any situation 
developes at Nagpur it will not take long for you to see things 
through. I hope we shall not be required to trouble you in this 
connection. The only trouble, and perhaps greater trouble, we 
anticipate is from Berar about which I have already written to 
you. But I hope better sense will prevail and history will not 
repeat itself. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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New Delhi 
21 April 1946 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 17th inst. I am not able 
to follow the Nagpur affair referred to in your letter and about 
Dr. Dubey’s attitude. However, if any complaint comes to us 
from Nagpur, we shall look into it in the light of the facts you 
have given in your letter. 

You have your party meeting today and I hope things will 
turn out smoothly. I am trying to have a talk with you on the 
telephone, but I have not yet been able to get the connection. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 



466 

New Delhi 
16 April 1946 

My dear Dadasaliib, 

During the course of the wccli, I have received many tele- 
grams from Damodar giving me information about the election 
results and I tliink now they arc all o%’er. It seems the Congress 
there has won almost all the seats, and that too with great credit. 
I am glad about the results and I congratulate you and your 
coUe.igues for the good work that you have been able to do 
in organising the election campaign. 

I have asked Shuklaji to call a meeting of the Congress 
vbtsembly Party on the 2Ist for the purpose of electing a Leader. 
Tlie election of (he Leader trill, I hope, be unanimous, as there 
is no one in the party tvho has any intention of standing against 
ShukJaji. The question of fonnation ofa ministry has to be settled, 
and after the Leader is elected, itw-oiild be better if Shuklaji, you 
and Bi>'anlji would come here to discuss this question. So far 
ns Mahakoshal is concerned, probably t))c old ministers will 
continue. In Nagpur we may haw no difficulty, but I should 
like to know your views before I can give any advice. In Berar 
there may be some difTcrcnccs of opinion benveen Biyaniji and 
Vir iVamanrao but this should form no impediment. I have 
svritten to Shuklaji to fix a d.ite in comultation irith you and 
Biyaniji and to come here as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dada Dharmadhikari 
Bajajwadi 
Wardha, CP 
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TELEGRAM 


Nagpur 
22 April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Ncts’ Delhi 

FOLLOWTKG RESOLUTION' PASSED BY EXECUTIVE PROtTNCIAL CONGRESS 
COMSUTTEE QUOTE NOTE 'SSTni REGRET SARDAR PATEL ASKED 
DHARMADHIKARI TO SUGGEST NAMES OF MINTSTEPvS FROM NAGPUR 
PRO\'INCE TO LEADER \VTrHOUT CONSULTING EITHER PRESIDENT 
OR COMMITTEE. COMMITTEE SUGGESTS CIIATURBIIUJBIIAI JASANI R. K. 
PATIL AN'D IVANKHADE AS MINTSTERS FROM THIS PROVINCE BESIDES 
MUSLIM AN'D IIARIJAN. AT LEjVST TWO BE TAKEN UNQUOTE INSTRUCT 
LEADER, 

PRESIDENT 

PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
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New Delhi 
25 April 1946 

President 

Provincial Congress Committee 
Nagpur 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram dated 22nd inst. suggesting the 
names of ministers and proteting against our calling Dada Dhar- 
madhikari for consultation. I am surprised that your committee 
should have thought fit to pass such a resolution. The formation 
of ministry rests ^rith the Prime Minister and it is for him to choose 
his own team. "iVe have only to suggest or fix certain general 
principles and not the names of ministers. It is therefore 
unnecessary for us to consult any provincial Congress committee 
in this matter and we do not do so in any prorince. If you 
have any suggestions to make, you must approach the Premier. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 
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Nagpur 
30 April 1946 

Sanlar ValJabhbliai Patel 
New Delhi 

ASSEMBLY ilEETWO SIXTH. KINDLY GIVE DETAILED INSTRUCTIONS 
RE SALARIES OF SflNISTERS SPEAKER DEPUTY SPEAKER SECRETARIES 
MEMBERS. BILL AWAITING DRAFT- 

SIIURLA PREMIER 

470 

Chadwieft House 
Summer HiVi 
Simla West 
2 May 1946 

My dear Ravisbankar, 

I have received your letter of 29 April with its accompani- 
ments, I am asking Acharya Kripalani to send you details about 
the salaries fixed for the Ministers, the Speaker and the remunera- 
tion and allowances fixed for the Assembly members. I am sure 
you tvill get them before the meeting of your Assembly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Ravishankar Sliukla 

PS. 

Since this letter was dictated, I got ^ur telephone message 
and hence 1 have to confinn our conversation that you can fix 
Rs. 1,000 per month, excluding allowances for house and conve- 
yance, for Ministers. The maximum that the Working Committee 
has fixed is Rs. 1,500 per month but that is the maximum limit 
allowed, and in Bombay and Khar, the Ministers have fixed Rs. 
1,000 (one thousand only) per ijiontb. Jt would, thtrefore, be 
better to accept the same standard, as it ivould obtain uniformity 
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and avoid unnecessary criticism. For the Assembly members, 
the UP has fixed Rs. 200 per month but you arc at liberty to 
reduce it if you can; you cannot go above it. TJiis ■ivould be 
enough for the present, even if you do not get further informa- 
tion from Acharj'a Kripalani. 
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BENGAL, BIHAR & UP SCENE 
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Poona 
II October 1945 

My dear Sarat, 

Tlianks for your telegram. 

I was sorry to hear that you missed the train for ten 
minutes. It must have pul you to a lot of inconvenience. 

I am thankful to you for sending a special messenger to 
Maulana as the letter and the instructions I have given for him 
were urgent. 

The scrutiny is over and the election campaign must have 
commenced in full swing. Please keep me informed of the nature 
and strength of opposition In all the constituencies, both Muslim 
and non*Muslim. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaJlabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
I, Woodburn Park 
Calcutta 
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25 December J945 

My dear Sarat, 

I have received your telegram and I am sorry that you could 
not get me on the telephone. I have tried my best for Sardul 
Singh but I do not think there wU be any result. 

You must have got my message sent through Nathalal [which 
I gave him on the] telephone. 

What progress has been made since I left by your election 
board in connection with the provincial elections? Have you 
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formed the Scheduled Castes clcclion hoard as settled by us and 
has it been done udthoul any diflkuUy? 

You ha%-c to devote more time in the districts of Bengal and 
rural arc;ts for creating a proper atnjosplicrc in the Muslim consti- 
tuencies and also to he more careful in selecting the Muslim 
candidates, ro that the lessons learnt in the Central Assembly 
elections may not be lost on us. 'J’iic Central Assembly election 
results have done ui considerable harm and we must try to 
nullify its enccl. 

You knf'Av vve arc to meet in the middle of January for your 
pattv nnxtiug. Before that you have to invite .nl! aj>p!ieations 
ior tiic provincial elections and prepare yunr I>oard’s recoinmeiuia- 
tions to he presented to the Ccntr.d Boani’s meeting at the s.une 
time ;\s the mcetiiig of tijc Board svill take place on (W about that 
tisne in Dr.thi. Please keep me informed of tlsc progress made 
fiorn tisne to tiiiu'. 

Yours sinccrelv, 
\'all;iblihh:!i IV.'fei 

Shr! Sai.\t Cliandr.t Bose 
Calcutta 



BENGAL, DniAH & UP SCENE ■5'^ 

As regards Uic Muslim scats, wc are proce^g 
fuUy and ti^nng to create a better atmosphere in the diSrrcit 
constituencies so that there may not be another debacle. 

Our election board’s recommendations regarding Ac gener^ 
Hindu scats wll be placed before you by me on 17 January, i; 
not earlier. 

I trust you arc keeping well. 

With kind regards, 

Yours smesmy, 
Sarat Chandra Bese 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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30 December 1?43 


My dear Sarat, 

I have received your telegram of the 29th instant, 
it appean that you have already selected 19 Scheduled 
candidates for the Assembly elections. I expect that the rtmarn- 
ing 11 candidates vdU abo be selected soon. 

As you are going to Punjab for three da>-s, I tMSuld 
to send me a full report of your impressions about our p^ 
in the Punjab as soon as possible on j’our return. We exp 
meet in Delhi on 17 January. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
Lahore 


•IB Wellington Street 

Calcutta 

3 January 1946 




dear Vallabhbhai, 

Your letter of the 26th, - - 
cmmmt of India y«. , ^ ’.iis 

With regard .0 ■>'= 

Id say is that I had thought of “>■ 
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■svas the surest method of reaching the Muslim masses. At present 
there is no touch between us and them. This svould be one way 
of gathering the \dllagers round and telling them about the Congress 
and its ideals. Therefore the Rs. 35,000 that -would be necessary 
for the campaign for 4 or 5 months. If, however, you do not 
approve of it, I will have call it off. Because I have been de- 
pending on finding the money for recurring expenditure of Rs. 
7,500 a month for 50 workers from election money. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. G. Roy 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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8 January 1946 

iviy dear Bidhan, 

I have your letter of the 3rd regarding lantern lectures. I 
could not understand your proposal properly when I wrote to 
you. I nou- sec that your scheme is intended to fit in with the 
election programme in the prowncc. If that ’is so, its require- 
ments can be adjusted in that programme. If you can persuade 
Prafulla Babu [Dr. P. C. Ghosh] and Shri Sitaram Seksaria, I 
wll have no objection if they include that item also in the budget. 
You can take help from Ghanshyamdas [G. D. Birla] in including 
them to do so. Tiiat mil, I think, solve your problem. Please 
mite to me what the result is. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. B.C. Roy 

36 Wellington Street 

Calcutta 
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EXTRACT 

93/3/2 Hari Ghose Street 
Calcutta 
3 January 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, 

In Calcutta you spoke of “organisation” for Bengal. But 
how can an organisation function?"^ 



BENGAL^ BIHAR & UP SCENE 


387 


An organisation must have a unitary leadership in a person 
or programme. Botii of these are lacking in Bengal. None of 
the known Jeaders enjoy the confidence of aI3 the sections or groups 
of workers. Some one falls short of sacrifice, otlier of vision and 
the third for his rigidity or for his fads; and of the common 
programme the less spoken the better. 

You know all the leftist and so-called rightist leaders. By 
leftists I mean those who arc opposed to the official Congress 
policy or programme and also those who believe in Mar-rist or 
materialistic interpretation of history and by rightists I mean 
those who support the offirial Congress policy or are believers in 
Gandliijl’s creed. Not a single group is ready to come to a 
working agreement with the other. Two groups may unite for 
undoing the activities of the third but no tsvo groups will unite 
for giving some definite service. Each and every group has taken 
die ideology it professes in a very restrictive sense suitable to 
the personal capacities of its leader or leaders. 

In this chaotic condition I think a broad enunciation of the 
policy of the Congress regarding the future constitution and 
right of tiie toiling masses and the programme for attaining the 
same may lead to some sort of agreement. 

Yours humbly, 
Sudiur Chandra Kay 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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8 January 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant. You know 
we were in Calcutta for more than a fortnight only recently. 
Mahatma Gandhi is still there and he is trying his Ic\-el best to 
induce Congressmen in Bengal to gis« up quarrels and party 
differences so that Bengal can be raised once again to its farmer 
premier place of pride. We also did our best during our stay. You 
are aware that sve are in the midst of an election campaign to 
be organised all over India and it is impossible for us to neglect 
that work at this stage. It is, therefore, impossible for me to come 
there and take up the responsibility of organising the province. I 
am hoping, however, that the past five years’ sufferings of Bengal 
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\vill not go in vain and Congressmen in the province mil realise 
their responsibility. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sudhir Chandra Ray 
93/3/2 Hari Chose Street 
Calcutta 
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14/8 Gariahat Road 
Ballygunge 
Calcutta 
3 January 1946 

Dear Sir, 

I am enclosing here-vvith a list of 22 Scheduled Caste candi- 
dates for the Provincial Assembly election. They •were unanimous- 
ly recommended by our Board and Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
as Chairman of the Central Election Board was pleased to nomi- 
nate them on behalf of the Central Election Board. 

There are altogether 30 Scheduled Caste seats. I believe we 
shall be able to recommend four more names. For the four remain- 
ing scats we have not yet got suitable candidates. 

Yours sincerely, 

Prafulla Chandra Ghosh, 
Secretary, 

Bengal Congress Election Board 

The Secretary 

Congress Central Election Board 

Congress House 

Bombay 
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9 January 19‘16 

My dear Prafulla Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant along with 
•a list of 22 nominations for the Scheduled Caste constituencies. 
Light more nominations remain, but from your letter it appears 
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tliat you arc only sending four more names when suitable candi- 
dates are found. Does this mean that the remaining four seats 
\viH be kept vacant by the Congress.’ Your letter does not say 
anything about it. 

We are meeting in Delhi for the Central Assembly Party 
meeting on the 1 8th. I expect you will be there at that time 
because, in spite of what I had written to you, there is a possibi- 
lity of the question being revived and the consequent trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri PrafuIIa Chandra Ghosh 

Ballygunge 

Calcutta 
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10 January 1946 

My dear Sarat, 

Our Delhi meeting of the Central Board has been expedited 
and so I am reaching Delhi on the I6th. The Bihar nominations 
will be considered first. I expect you will reach Delhi on the 
1 7th, if not on the 16th. 

More ^vhen we meet. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
Calcutta 
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EXTRACT 


Ram Nagar 
Hazaribagh 
29 November 1945 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

May I take this opportunity to bring to your kind notice 
certain important matters concerning our Bihar Congress 
committee? I had long been in the Central Assembly, This 
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time I wanted and I do still want to enter the local Assembly. 
Perhaps you did not like it. You passed your orders that I 
should stand for the Central Assembly. I thought it my duty to 
obey this order and I willingly obeyed it, I do not know why 
this matter was at all referred to you. Most probably, Rajendra 
Babu wrote to you that I want to be one of the ministers and 
said in my favour that 1 am an honest man. To this you probably 
replied that honesty is not the only qualification for being a minister. 

Will you kindly let me know whether I have been reported 
to you as devoid of all other qualifications necessary for being a 
minister? Sir, please do not make me a minister but for God’s 
sake, please do not belittle my honesty. In my opinion, 
honesty, if true, is the sum total of great many qualities 
required of a man, fit to hold any responsible position in society. 
I trust you will not entrust any man with any responsible 
position if he has all other qualifications but he is dishonest. I 

know and I trust you will kindly agree that all other qualities 

without that of honesty aie not only useless but rather dangerous 
to society. 

My province needs my services. It is only the interested 
people who want to keep me out of the province. Sir, I am 

not a selfish man. If other people will make better ministers, I 

shall welcome and congratulate them and I shall be satisfied. But 
I have got a bitter experience of the [past] Congress Government 
in my province. There were four ministers. They were not 
members of a Cabinet. They behaved like four independent 
rulers, one having nothing to do with the other. . . . 

With the greatest possible regards, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely. 
Ram Narayan Singh 
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18 December 1945 

My dear Ram Narayan Singh, 

I have received your letter of 29 November today after my 
return from Calcutta. 

You have drawn a very ugly picture of your province in your 
letter. Surely you do not want to be mixed up in such a dirty 
affair, if it is so, by? proposing to plunge yourself in the quarrels 
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of the mttifsdy liiat may 6c formed. IfRajendra Babu gave 
you any undcrlalcing or promise on the last occasion, it svas a 
mJ-slakc. Tljcrc can be no promise about ministership to be 
gis’en to anybody in advance, as it is not in the power of any 
one person to do so. Yon arc doing very useful work in your 
district in the backward class area and if you will allow your ambi- 
tion to go beyond its limit you will lose your usefulness and will 
be one of those whom you describe to be undesirables. 

I did Write to Rajen Babu that honesty is not the only 
f3ualific.ttion for being given a ministenhip. It is indeed one of 
the chief qualiheations but there are many otlicr qualifications 
required. Nothing is reported to me about you, but I know you 
too ^vell and therefore I thought that like me you arc also best 
suited for doing work outside any office such as that of a 
ministry. You are doing good work in the district and the 
Central Legislature must gi\-e you full scope for your energies. 
Tliat must gis-c you full satisfaction. 

If you want to see me, you can do so at any time in Bombay 
aflcr making an appointment, but we will probably meet in 
Delhi at the time of your iim party meeting. 

Yours sincerely, 
ValJabhbhai Patel 

Sri Ram Narayan Singh 
Ram Nagar 
Hazaribagh 
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Sadaquat Ashram 
Dighaghat 
8 January 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have already sent you the first list of selected candidates- 
Another list ^vhich deals w'tb only a few constituencies will follow 
soon. It is possible that there may be some appeals against tlie 
provincial board’s decision. As a member of the Central Board 
my position regarding these will be very anomalous. It ivouJd 
therefore be better if you invite B, (Babu] Sri Kirshna Sinha’ and 
B. Anugraha [Narayan] Sinha* to be in Delhi on the 1 5th to meet you 
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and the Election Board in this connection. Invitation has to be 
sent by here at Patna. This letter reach you on the 
10th and if you %\-irc the same day thc%- may have good time to 
start. Nominations have to be filed on the 20th instant in this 
prosince and therefore you have to take decisions soon — !at<st by 
the 15 th. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajcndra Prasad 

PS. 

After wridng the letter I sa'.v in the papers that the Elec- 
tion Board %\-ould meet on tlic 19tli instead of on the 15th. The 
Government has issued a communique announcing that nomi- 
nation and scrutiny should take place from 18 to 22 Januaiy in 
Bihar. The Board’s meeting v.-ould therefore be too late for 
sanctioning recommendations of names. I have %sired to j'ou and 
ivfaulana accordingly. I v.'ouId ask you to expedite sanctioning but 
I trust there svill be some appeals ivhich you must decide and 
I have suggested that you sho'uld in\-ite Sri Bafau and Anugraha 
to adsise you as I am not in. a position to do so. 

R.P. 
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TEXEGRAit 


Bombay*' 
10 Januaiy* 1946 

Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 

EEXD SKISRISEXA SDvHA AXD AXCGRAHA:C.ARAVAS.' [Sinhal TO DEEHI 
rOR COKSUET-ATTOX. EOASCD3 SIEEmXG STSTEEXTH. 


VAIXABHBEAI 
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telegram 


Patna 
4 February 191G 


Vnllablibhai Patel 
Karachi 

BALRAMaEAY CONOEESS CANDIDATE roMI- 

SANCnON TRAJAPATI MISRA A5 SUBSTtT IN PLACE 

NATE CANDIDATE UPPER Cl.AUBER SEAT DARBUANCA 
JAHKIRAMAN MISRA ^V^O DECLINED. rAJENDRAPRASAD 


6 February 1946 

My dear Rajen Babu, Karachi and I sent you 

I had your telegram of the 

a reply by telegram tvhich is quoted >'«''=' • „o. autho- 

"p.A,A,sTD.mufs aouivado... 

.aa TOO NomvAra upper have seen 

I returned last , '“ihion tvlth the Syed and 

from the Press that tve have waverers. The 

Maula Bux groups but we h"' ,i,ree holds the 

League’s strength is 27, th Pf ^.^eague and Liaquat 

balance. The present . J^ye that the Europeans 

[All Khan] has gone there. It V will break 

wiU ally with the league “■"> as the League party 

in the veiy first '"“•"'|;°^Ie„ and corrupt people. They 
consists of numerous oftice num 

are not lihcly to stand together. provincial elections. 

I have not I hope good progress 

particularly the Muslim conslituenci . 
is being made. 

How about your health . Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Babu Rajendra Prasad 

Patna 39 j 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


The cheque for Rs. 501 returned to you for endorsement has 
been received back duly endorsed. 
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9 February 1946 

My dear Satyanarayan, 

I have received your wire asking for approval of Sjt. Suraj- 
narain s nomination for the Council seat from Gaya. I have 
already communicated my approval of the proposals received from 
Bihar and therefore perhaps your telegram is superfluous. 

Your Leader, I understand, is not in Delhi and perhaps will 
not be able to return for some days. I am absolutely out of touch 
With the Central Assembly and you have not written to me 
anything. Please let me know how things are going on there 
and how the party is functioning. You must keep in touch with 
t e peaker and be helpful to him. I hope and trust that things 
are going on smoothly. 

What have you done about Jamshedpur? 

I hope Bihar elections are going on smoothly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Babu Satyanarayan Sinha 
Member, Central Assembly 
New Delhi 
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12 February 1946 

My dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received a strange complaint from one Haii Saiyed 
Imamuddin Ahmad of Bankipore. I am loath to believe that 
the statements contained in the letter may be true but I am en- 
closing herewith a copy of it for immediate enquiry. Please 
^.vnte to me about the result of the enquiry and also to the person 
concerned In case there is any truth in these allegations, some- 
thing legitimate should be done to redress his grievance. 

The Central Board meets on the 16th and subsequent dates 
rom day to day till the proposals from Andhra, Tamil Nad, 
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KcMia and Orissa arc ftnislicd. On tlic 1 6th, we will take up 
N'lgpur. I do not kiioxy svlicthcr you will be able to come but 
dus is a trying business and I must go through it all. 
f got your letter and postcard from U’ardha. 

Yours sincerely, 
ValJabhbhai Pate] 

Ba)>u Rajcrnlra Prasad 
Sadaquat AsJjram 
P-O. Digaghat 
Patna 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 


Khar Landholders' Association 
Malialla Bhaunrpokher 
P.O. BanUporc 
Patna 

8 February 1946 

My dear Mr. Patel, 

I am reportinij to you one of the worst type oT Congress cheat, of 
which t have been made a victim, aod it runs as follows, 

Ili.U ihrouj-h the jnsisienee and greai |>ressure of my friends, Mr. hJan- 
xoor Ifassan Aijazi of Muraffarpore, and Prof Abdul Bari of Patna, I rest- 
Kneel my post of Inspector of Motor Vehicles for Hrhut division for contest- 
ing the Muslim League Vice-President, Mr. Jaffar Imam, from the Patna 
City Muslim Urban constituency. Before I resigned my post and agreed to 
contest the election Afr. Aijaai and Prof. Bari gave their words of honour 
to the following effect; 

(1) That the Caageeas Government svouM reappoint me to the Gov- 
ernment post which I am resigning just now, and till my appointment I 
shall get my pay from the Congress. 

(2) That the Congress would meet all the election expenses for me. 

On those undertaking and assurances by prominent men of the Congress 

party of Bihar I resigned my Government post and came headway to fight 
the Bihar Provincial Muslim J-eague Vjee-President. The date of polling 
IS quite near at hand [but] the money to contest the election as pro- 
mised and assured by these two prominent Miabai Congress leaders is not 
given to me nor any salary is paid, and up till now I have spent Rs. 700 
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to 800 from my o\vn pocket over the election besides losing my permanent 
Government post, from ^vhich I had been drawing Rs. 400 salary per month. 

Yours sincerely, 

Haji Saiyed Imamuddin Ahmad 
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25 March 1946 

My dear Rajen Babu, 

After you left Bombay, I got a letter from Sjt Damodar from 
^Vardha stating that Sjt. Avari and Ids friends have been saying 
that they have been promised two seats after the elections. I 
have ivritten to them that it is all false and that the award has 
been postponed till after the elections at the desire of Sjt. Avari 
himself. 

I have been getting telegrams from Bihar contaim’ng sugges- 
tions about the formation of a ministry^ and I am enclosing here- 
^vith copies of same. 

I understand from the Press that Maulana [Azad] is going 
there but I do not knotv if there is any truth in it. I am sure, 
however, that ymu must have got some instructions from him and 
I should like to kno%v ivhat he has to say. 

It was your idea to issue a statement that the question of 
making any offer to the League does not arise in Bihar in wew 
of the League leader’s statement but I have not seen in the Press 
any such statement from you. Perhaps you have changed your 
mind because of Maulana’s instructions. Please send me fuU 
information about the same. 

The [British] delegation has come and we have to asvait 
till -we get instructions from Maulana. Bapu svill be going to 
Delhi on 1 April from here, reaching Delhi on the 2nd ev'ening. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 
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Nc\v Delhi 
18 April 1946 


My dear Rajen Babu, Narayan Singh, of 

1 have r=criv.d a kder my reply to 

which I am enclosing a copy an . ^ „ise an ugly 

him, for your information, Babu K. B. Sahal 

controversy tn connection wi j j^^^ring under some persona 
as a minister. It 
grudge against him, othenv 

strain. . Y of a telegram received 

I am ako enclosing hermvith a copy 

today from Daltonganj. Yours sincerely, 

.» .i-ut-UVn,? Patel 


Babu Rajendra Prasad 
New Delhi 


enclosure I 

29 Canning Lane 
New Delhi 
16 April 1946 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 5,^ to you any more. Th>J 

Kindly esciuc me for mo ~ „.W„ -h - ”• » 

I m not writing oiU of P''””"' ' ^ [„t] my .BimnmP- But my 

2ero you ror your iU.rc.^ 

love for the country . great 

me to approach you o Cabinet, 

Bihar .bat yon did no. 

dmomins ot all olhc for any ^aco^ c ibo r» 

„,y,...l«oa.i.ntormlni..r»h,p.ir 


1 Congre« 


n of Bihar 
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virtues according to you which can entitle a person to hold this position? 
If a man is not honest, his all other virtues cannot possibly be used for the 
right cause. I therefore hold that a man must first be honest, and then 
alone he can be entrusted with any responsible job. Honesty first and any 
other virtues afterwards. I cannot conceive of any ruler doing good to the 
people if he is not honest. A wretched man like Babu K. B. Sahai will rule 
over me; why then I shall drive out the British? 

Kindly enquire into the matter or allow me to fight the Bihar Govern- 
ment. I am writing to Rajendra Babu also and sending to him a copy of 
the statement I am going to get published in the Press. If you do not listen 
to me, I have no other alternative than to go to the people and the Press. 
Please save the situation. I am in a desperate mood. 

^Vith regards, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely. 
Ram Narayan Singh 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Ne\v Delhi 


ENCLOSURE II 


New Delhi 
18 April 1946 

My dear Ram Narayan Singh, 

I have received your letter of the 16th instant. No injustice has been 
done to you and you are unnecessarily harbouring a sense of resentment 
and injustice, simply because you are not taken in the Bihar Ministry. The 
selection of ministers chiefly depends upon the Prime Minister, who has to 
choose his own team, which would work harmoniously and as far as possible 
efficiently. It is difficult to accommodate all good people in the Cabinet, espe- 
cially when there are many good men, as in Bihar. You have misunderstood 
our conversation as I understand from your letter. 

IVhat I told you svas that mere honesty would not be enough, as it 
cannot be the only quahfication for a place of responsibility, such as that of 
a minister. Undoubtedly, it is the most essential qualification, but there may 
be many honest men, who may not have ability to shoulder the responsi- 
bility of administration. That does not mean that a dishonest man could 
be preferred if he is efficient and able. Both qualifications are necessary. 

"Vou have made serious allegations of a general nature against Babu 
K. B. Sahai which are of a libellous nature, and it leads one to think that 
you have some personal prejudice or dislike against him, if not enmity. 
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m 

: life and it 


would be improper to malic tuch approml of Babu 

choieti m a raminer by your I^'"' ••' pi„™ce. Ifyoo b>''' 

Rajoidra Praaad, the aclrnowledsed 'cadet ' „e prepared to rob- 

aay tpeciric allesailoiu to male asaimt ^ „,j,ring an cnqiiiiy 

slanliatc them by proof, there vi publication of senous and 

asaimt him. It h hishly improper to tweai approaching the 

libellous itatcment* against a fellow ww , ^ complaint with the 

organisation to which be belongs or wnt ou —jjence to substantiate the 
General Secretary of thr Congress jnescusablc and may render 

charjea. Soeh a condaet would be "tpaw'”' ” „ hare written 

any Coasreatmaa Uable to di.dplinaty action. 

your letter !o auger and I would admw be proper 

... - in/t ifv to sec wlieiner u 


vn-itten in that letter calmly and try to 
to withdraw that letter. 


Yours anccrely. 
s;-ii,lihWvai Patel 


Shri Ram Naroyan Singh 
29 Canning Lane 
New Delhi 


23 November 1946 

Dear Sethi, . 17 th inst. Raj^ 

I have received yow ''“.'J.,?^„eeitis at Bombay 
had -ivritten to me after the Al suspended 

reinstatement of several o c svnttcn o 

shedpttr on PO>W“>,i?”“"?eirorts. One Mr. Mml™ '^r this 

he had not succeeded m his ouicn Babu. 't uas 

me svith a '““““'"‘‘“‘'{I” tli chairman ,„m, I 

that I svrote to Sjt. J.ft- • ru’unhedpur, and on ' j ^ 

He met me before he "[“• !°J.r,rv,mre satisfattonly »='” 
was informed that all the 'vB° "P"*.'" , Cm- 

sveen the company ' j'^^u.ure for Uie Provincml 

About your P™!”*?'.*" anythmS pt”'".’ ^u,vever. 

bly, I am not in a P°”^ "fSn “h«e. Much waU how 
not received any P™^} J„.„n.endations f™“ sincerely, 
depend upon the nature ol ntco .^^aSibhai Patel 


Sjt. Dev Raj Sethi, MLA 
Jhansi City 
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8 August 1946 


Dear Sardar Saliib, 

Respectful greetings. 

I am sending Shri Mukutdhari Singh ^vith some papers. I 
knov,' you are so busj* vdth a variety of mgent matters. Stili 
I hope you ^^^ll spare a little time in listening to this complaint 
of mine. 

It is regarding Prof. Abdul Bari. I had already referred 
this matter to you once. I v/ill not encroach upon your time 
by a detailed letter. Mukut Babu \s'ill speak to you in person. 
If you could spare him some more time he would even read 
certain papers to you. 

What we have to say in brief is that we could put up with 
the foul language of Bari Sahib, but it was bej'ond us to tolerate 
beating of our tvorkers. Tell us what \re should do. Please take 
neoessar)' steps in the matter. I am also writing to Jawaharlal 
and Bapu. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
(Original in Hindi) 
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15 August 1946 

My dear Jayaprakash, 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant sent through a 
messenger to "SSardha. Jawaharlalji has also received your letter 
and he has ssritten to Prof. Abdul Bari about it. I have also 
written a letter to him. You know him well but with all his 
defects, e-/crybody agrees that he is honest and hard-working. 
This is no defence for %vhat is said against him. I had a long talk 
with IvIuKut Babu and I will tty my best to set matters right. 

I am going to Delhi on the 17th. 


400 
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I hope you arc doing ^vcU and keeping fit. Please convey 
my blessings to Prabha [ivife oT Jayaprakash Narayaa], 1 hope 
she is also keeping good health. 

^Vith all good ivishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan 
Patna 
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Kadam Kuan 
Patna 
22 August 1946 

Myjdear Sardar Sahib, 

I thank you for your letter of 15 August. I am afraid the 
seriousness of the complaint I had made has been underestimated. 
However, the matter is in your hands and the hands of Jawahar- 
lalji and Rajen fiabu and I can only hope for the best. 

Thanking you and sviih regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jayaprakash Narayan 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Ne^v Delhi 
30 August 1946 


My dear Jayaprakash, 

I have received your letter of the 22nd instant. 

You are, I am afraid, mistaken in thinking that the serious- 
ness of the complaint you had made has been underestimated. 
I have only pointed out to you the difficult nature of the problem 
due to Prof. Bari’s personality and his on-n >vay of handling these 
labour problems. But that docs not mean that I havie attached 
no importance to your complaint. At present there is a possi- 
bility of a serious conflict between the management at Jamshedpur 
and labour. Dr. JoJm Matfhai is e-spected to go there in the 
first ^vecfc of September to disam matters in controversy wth 
prof. Bari. I do not wish to disturb him at this juncture but as 

s-a-n-ss 
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soon as this dispute is settled, I will call him and try to set 
matters right. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Jayaprakash Narayan 
1 Narendra Place 
Parliament Street 
New Delhi 
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29 December 1945 

My dear Pantji, 

I have not received acknowledgement of the amount of Rs. 
35,000 sent to you along wth my letter of 18 December. 

Asaf Ali met me on his return from Madras on the 25th. 
He has not been able to settle the affairs there. 

I had a talk with him about the question of leadership of 
the Assembly Party. He has realised the difficulties of the situa- 
tion and agreed to stand aside. In fact, he himself had no such 
idea. It was Maulana [Azad] who suggested it to him and 
also to me. That trouble therefore ends there. 

I have today received proposals of tivo candidates for the 
Christian constituency in the UP from Lai Bahadur [Shastri]’ 
and he wants sanction immediately. This means again that I 
have to obtain sanction by a circular or give sanction without 
authority. The circular has been issued today and I expect tele- 
graphic sanction. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Naini Tal 


1 Started life as a social worker of Servants of the People Society founded by 
Lala Lajpat Rai; Minister for Police in Pant Cabinet in UP, 1946; joined Nehru 
Cabinet in 1952 and successively became Minister for Railways, Communications, 
Commerce and Industry and Home; Prime Minister in June 1964; died in Tashkent, 
January 10, 1966. 
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TELEGRAM 


BindhachaJ 
8 January 1946 


Sardar Patel 

Congres5 

Bombay 

YOUR LETTER W CHRISTIAN CANDIDATE SANCTIONED. 

ABULJtALASlAZAD 
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APPENDICES 

APPENDIX ONE 


LIST OF 21 PROVINCES FORMED UNDER CONGRESS CONSTITUTION 
IN PRE-INDEPEN-DENCE ERA 


1. Ajmcr-Mcnv-ara 

2. Andhra 

3. Assam 

4. Baluchistan 

5. Bihar 

6. Bengal 

7. Bombay 

8. Delhi 

9. Gujarat 

10. Kamatak 

11. Kerala 

12. Mahakoshal 

13. Maharashtra 

14. Nagpur 

15. NVVFP 

16. Punjab 

17. Sind 

18. T amil Nadu 

19. United Prosmices 

20. Vtksl 

21. \udarbha 
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APPENDIX "nVO 

CONGRESS WORKING COMMITTEE— 1945-46 


1. Maulana Abut Kalam Asad 

2. Mrs. Sarojini Naidu 

3. Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 

4. Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

5. Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

6. Shri Pattabhi Sitaramayya 

7. Khan Abdul GhaiTar Khan 

8. Shri Shanlearrao Deo 

9. Shri Govind Ballabh Pant 

10. Dr. P. C. Ghosh 

11. Shri Asaf All 

12. Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 

13. Shri J. D. Kripalanl 


(President^ 
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ABDUL BARI, PROF., 339, 400,401 
Abdul Majid Khan, Prof., 150, 154, 
277 

Abdul Qayyum, 24 
Abdur Rahman, 25 
Abid AH, 67, 71 
Adult franchise, 8 
Ahrar Party, 27, 47, 50 
Ajit Singh, Sardar, 294, 295 
Akali Party, 70, 77, H8 
Aialis, 28, 47, 52, 72, 138, 139, 
281, 288, 305; start violence in 
public meetings, 33 
All&ma, Mashr(<{t, 316 
All-Ia^a Trade Union Congress, 229 
All-India Women’s Conference, 215 
Ambedkar, Dr., 327, 340, 344, 347 
Asuit Kaur, Raj Kumari, 4, 5, 106 
Anti-Congress parties, in Orissa, 163 
Asaf Ail, 22, 34, 54, 73, 145, 185, 
189, 240,* is not able to settle 
Tamil Nad differences, 179, 180, 
lai 

Ashramites, proposed for C.P. 
Provincial Assembly tinder guid- 
ance of Vinoba & Jajujl, 341 
Assam, 23, 30, 34, 39, 56 
Aucbinlek, Sir Claude, 78 
August Movement, 1 
Avar!, fasts, 367 

Arad MauJana, 14, 22-24, 69, 136, 
137, 185, 353, 369; argues that 
Asaf Ali's claim for leadership of 
Centra! Assembly Party Is ignw- 
ed, 80; expects Centre to pay 
partially Berga! election expen- 
ses, 122; his offer of Coalition 


with Muslim League, 303; issues 
a statement that appeals would be 
heard no more, 63; to look Into 
the affairs of Bengal Prov. Cong. 
Com., 152 
Azad Muslims, 316 


BALDEV SINGH, SARDAR, 70, 
289, 291, 296, 298, 300; offers 
Congress half seats, 291; uses 
Govt. oSjcIals to bring pressure 
in favour of Akali Dal candidates, 
77 

Baaant Singh, Sardar, 136, 144, 146, 
148 

Bengal Central Assembly electJoos, 33 
Bengal Frovinclal elections, 122 
Bhargava, Dr. Copichand, 31, 100, 
102, 283, 291, 293, 300, 303, 
301; co-operates with Sardar 
Patel to secure financial assistance 
to Punjab, 33; demands two 
radio sets for election work, 
148; is unpopular in non-Hindu 
groups, 77; suggests compromise 
over Sikh question, 146; su^ests 
to Sardar Patel that their demand 
for Punjab is 5^ lakhs. 147-49 
Bibar Assembly elections, 83 
Bihar students, under the infloence 
of socialist group, 93 
Biyani, 3W, 374, 375 
Bombay Provincial Congress Coro- 
mtttee, lOl 

Bose, Sarat Babu, 152, 201. 203; 
appeals for a ciore of rupees for 
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Desai Bhulabhai, 80, 101, 154, 165 
Desal, Morarji, 109-10 
Deslimulh, Dr., 31, 68, 110-11 
Deshmukh, Panjabrao, 275 
Deshpandc, Gangadhar Rao, 107, 
113 264; recommends name for 
scheduled castes scat, 263 
Dharmadhikari, Dada. 360, 374, 375, 
377, 379, 380; efforts to bring 
into Provincial Assembly, 341, 343 
Dharam Yash Dev, 2, 4, 6, 91 
Dinsha, Dr., of Nature Clinic, 113 
Diwakar. R-R.. 107, 257. 259, 260. 
265; assaulted & attacked m 
Hubli meeting. 268, 269 
Diwan Chamanlal, 28, 33, 102; for 
proviocial seat, 148; pressed by 
Sardar to combine all the force 
to win two important seats, 145 
D’Silva, Dr., has no chance in 
Jubbulpore, 106 
Dube, Babu Bodharam, 320 
Duni Chand, Lala, 137, 285-86 


election board. 18. 49, 51, 

62, 136; should be formed of 
the people who are 
in the election personally, 
Election campaign, 25, 64 
Election fund, 24 , t 

Election manifesto, for •» 
Assembly, 25, 40 ... 

Election manifesto, for provmcul 

elections, 67, 70 
Electoral roUs, 15, 16, 235 

England, its deputation is commg 

to India, 189 

Exploitation, 8 


FAZALBHOY, 83, 89 
Food situation, in Indu, 56 


Forward Bloc, 74, 152 
Frontier Province, 33, 53 


GADGIL, N.V.. 267; his selection 
for Central Assembly is approved, 
110 

Gandhi, Mahatma, 26, 41, 44, 72, 
94 227, 244, 245, 247; advises 
Be'ngal to unite, 387; advises 
T Prakasam to retire even from 
L^,I.tive A..mWy ^ >>™'> 
ovCT tt= l>«d mmplc >>' 5““ 
ta, 250-51; ti. prayn-MPMB 
fa .tlradti l>y Bve “ 

Madora, 200; hi. “ 

M.dr« 

jphm. 206; not 

LuontS office, 153. 208; on 
Rai.Ji, 153, 207-08; wri™ abonl 
Anito Fond, in Iho Hat.jan, 
247; writes to Sarat Bose, 5 
Gani, Manivi, want, financul help 
for Provincial Election, 51 

Ohtntdy, Sir J.. 84-85; it n«tn- 

c;toed to re-employ O. Se jt, 83 

Ghaanav;, M.»lan. f’,, 

50, 68. 148. 279, 283, 288. 293, 

Gb^. Antl>-a. reqnesii Sardar to 
addre.. rletlion tneetmg. 
GJeutta .nbnrban eontUtoeney, 

Ghib, Prafoi;., 13. 36. 

Sardar Patel a>b-to give bin. a 
fairly complete pietore of Bengal 

Cid^Tl^- Cboitbram, 44, 57. 74 
GiUni,B.S., 293, 298, 300; chan^ 
otsueecMin election 
cAtbont settlement »r.h S,^. 

135; does not intend to stand 
for Assembly, 106 
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Gilder, Dr., 26 

Giri, V.V., assures Sardar that 
Sardar’s changing some decisions 
of local parliamentary- board 
has rehabilitated Congr^s pres- 
tige, 233; comes to pro-vincial 
le^latures, 155; organizes forces 
to fight Communists in labour 
constituencies, 231; recommends 
V. R. Eialappa as a Congress 
candidate, 229; v.-rites to Sardar 
Patel reg. railv.-ay retrenchment, 
228 

Goenha, Ramnath, 191 
Govind Das Seth, 128, 129 
Gujarat & Deccan Sardars & Inam- 
dars Constituency, 19 
Gupta, Deshbandhu, 137 
Gupta, V.J., ashed -to vathdrav.- his 
nomination, 233 

HAJI iLAULA, BUX, 56, 200 
Hakim, I.H., recommended for 

Mohamedan seat in Satara 

district, 272, 273 
Hans Raj, Lala, 102 
Hansraj, Raizada, 27, 28, 29 
Hardifcar, Dr., 268 
Harijan seats, 292, 340 
Haroon, Abdullah, 42 
Hayat Khan, Sir, Khizr, 71 
Henderson, Arthur, 69 
Hindu Mahasabha, 11, 71, 75, 91, 
133, 353; no chance for — , 25; 
vro-jld contest most of the general 
constituency seats in Bihar, 83 
Hiray, B.S., 110 

INDEPENDENCE, 1, 6, 142; issue 
of — 'A'ould be Tn?.T-n issue in 
fighting coming elections, 253 


India, conducts her struggle on non- 
violent basis, 9; should develop 
into a co-operative common- 
svealth, 9 

Indian Christian Association, 216, 
217 

Tndisn communities, 8 
Indian Constitution, 8 
Indian Defence Forces, 324 
Indian National Army (INA), 3, 75, 
80 

Indian religious groups, 8 
Indiscipline, among Calcutta 
students, 46 
Iyer, V. Srinivasa, 246 

JAGTAP, D. B., Div,-an Bahadur, 
ezpects to be supported by Hindu 
Sabha & Lingayat group of 
Kamli, 114 

Jain, Babu Chahresbvt-ar Prasad, 95 
Jairamdas Daulatram, 34, 36, 74 
Jamiat-nl -Ulema, 319 
Jamnadas Dvrarhadas, 1 08-9 
Jamshedpur, case of its steel factory 
employees, 84, 85 
Jayaprakash Narayan, 400, 401 
Jinnah, 53, 56, 59, 200 
Joginder Singh, Sardar, is asked to 
help election camriaiga, 141 
Jos Alban D’Souza, 271, 272; re- 
commended for Indian Christian 
constituency of Bombay, 275 
Justice Party, 211 


KAIRON, PRATAP SINGH, 29S 
Kalappa, V.R, 129; in England for 
work of International Committee 
on behalf of A.I. Trade Union 
Congress, 229; is elected in 
Nagpur, 372 


INDSJt 

K.,n..h.H.V., 128-29; w»» « 

Kapoor Singh, Sardar, 28. 

138, 143 

Kashmir service, 27 
Kasturba Memorial Fund, 3ZU 
K.ralaPCC,Dr.Pa.tabb.'a^^" 
alona can be "P"” 

regarding — aff"”- j, 

dendnared b, 
iaa decided to mppo" '‘ins 
League, 92. 103 

Kban, Hayat, 145 jl, 

Khan. Khan Abdul Saraad. 316, 317 

Kban. Mirra Ghulam Harm, 240 
Khanna, Mehrcband, U5 
Kbare, Dr, 341. 343 
Kher, Balasaheb, 114, 2W. . . 

candidate for Bombay Umverr.ty 
seat, 258 

Khufho party, 317 
Khunhedben, 84, 89 
Kidwai, Rafi Ah««d. 25 
Kijan Congress.ta, 23^ 

Kiteblerr. Dr. Baif-ud-Dm. 

'^165‘.“3’l2f3ai^82; oae oemto 

candidate., iMi P™'”’"’,.'’’' ^ 

Prov. Cong. Com. f« 

Arrembly. but ‘e deebned. ' 15. 
118: teem. di.rat.>6ed, 200 
Kripalani, Sueheta. 116 

Kritbak Praia PatW- 
Kunte, 107 

L.ABODR CON5TrrUE.NC.ES. 
231. 232 

Lantern lectures. 3M. 386 

Latthe. A.B.. 264-66 
Leaguers, 24 


411 

igUlativeAtre^bly Electoral Ruler 

&. Regulations. 

Uaquat Ali. 77 
Ungayatr, 265, 273 
Local board, 264 

MADAN, 85 

Madbavdar dee- 

Madras Lcg‘»la«''' ^ 

tioos, 241 .. 

M.b.r.iV..bn.5b.»r. 

Mabar ^ 321. 322. 

Mahtab. Harekn 

“T"'.dr0'l.Ver.P'“"B'“”“ 

MarbruwJ'r. ^ .^kemog, 

Masses. 7, 8, », ^ 

MavUnUr, G-V , 

MebU, Asoka, jOl;reeo»- 

Mehta. ^^■^‘p.^'R.jcndra Pra«d 

Mltbra. 

Mohanlal. Pandi . 12, 

"'CrJLCor Hindu Maba- 

sabha in Bengal. 126 
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More, S.S., 254 

Mudaliar, C.N. Muthuranga, 171- 
72 

Mudie, Sir Francis, 201 
Munshi, K.M., 16 
Muslim Board, 52, 147 
Muslim Constituencies, 64, 95, 97, 
141, 340, 344, 346; not influenced 
in favour of Congress, 49 
Muslim groups, 33 
Muslim League, 56, 77, 97, 103, 

189, 200, 240, 283, 291, 299, 
303, 305, 310, 314, 319; its 
manifesto, 7; its ministry, 317 
Muslim Nationalist Board, 25, 
77 


NADAR, KAMARAJ, 131, 132, 134, 
187,225; accepts Patel’s advice to 
Maulana Azad & Asaf Ali, 193; 
informs Patel that he has come 
to agreement with Rajaji on 
formation of Provincial Election 
Board, 188; proposes composite 
Parliamentary Board for Tamil 
Nad without Rajaji in it, 179; 
resigns from Parliamentary 
Board, 207; seeks Rajaji’s co- 
operation, 171 

Nagpur, scheduled caste seat in, 
347 ; trade union constituency 
seat in, 347; textile labour union 
in, 129, 347 
Naidu, Sarojini, 12 
Nanakchand, Pandit, 137 
Nandkeoleyar, R.K.L., 90 
Narang, Dr. Gokul Chand, 137, 
141, 147, 150 

Narayanmurty, 155, 160, 163 
National Planning Committee, 3 
Nationalist Muslims, 58 
Nationalist Sikhs, 148 


Nature Cure clinic, 1 
Nehru, Brijlal, 27, 28, 100, 102 
Nehru, Jawaharlal, 1, 26, 49, 55, 
72; asserts Congress must contest 
every Muslim scat, 78; com- 
plains that Congress group has 
developed hiatus between it- 
self & general public, 66; com- 
plains that Congress organiza- 
tion co-opted people to fill 
vacancies who strengthen old 
group, or opposed movement, or 
apologized or indulged in black 
market & the like, 66; feels 
election work in Muslim areas 
is a revelation to Congress work- 
ers, 78; is dissatisfied with some 
choices of Punjab, Bengal & 
Sind, 66; opines that nomina- 
tions both of Army & INA 
people should be considered 
by Cong. Work. Com., 76; 
sends draft manifesto for Central 
Assembly elections, 6-10; suggests 
dock-workers & seamen should 
refuse to load war material for 
Java, 1 3 

Nominations, of Central Assembly 
members, 23; of Provincial 
Assemblies, 37, 41 
Non-Brahmin movement, 254 
Nurie, M.Y., 271, 272 
N.W. Frontier Provincial Cong. 
Com., badly in need of money, 
24 


ORISSA CHRISTIANS, 332 
Orissa' Provincial elections, 324 


PAKISTAN, 7, 134, 147 
Pakvasa, Mangaldas, 18 
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Pandcy, 59, GO 

Pant, Govind Ballabh, 22, 44, > 

70, 73. 102, 152, 402; i* d«»- 

jattsficd at some selections m 
UP, 350; Patel asks— to select 
anotlier candidate for Acharya 
Kripalani, 115, IIG 
Paranjpe, Captain, 359 


Parity part, 145, 147 
Parliamentary Board, 44, 53, 59 
Parmanand, Bhai, 138 
Partap Singh, Sardar, 138 


Patel, Maniben, 73 
Patel, Sardar, accommodates V-R. 
Kalappa for election, 230;advise$ 
Orissa landlord to try to be one of 
the people of Orissa & forget his 
superiority, 326; advises Bhim 
Sen, Dr. Gopichand & Mautana 
Daud to work unitedly. 284; 
advises More S.S. to knock o 
inferiority complex & j®'** 

Congress, 255; advises political 
prisoner Lokanath Misra to 
mind his health, read, spin & 
meditate, 331; advises Punjab 
Congressmen to forget petty 
dirfercnces, 290; advises those 
proved responsible for attack on 
R.R. Diwakar should be repelled 
from Congress organization, 260; 
appeals to voters of Andhra, 
Tamil Nad & Kerala to return 
Congress nominees, 242; approves 
of Pandit Jawaharlal’s going to 
Indonesia, 11; arranges for 
funds for Frontier, 33» 


Kamaraj to point out any action 
or instance which suggesU 
imposition of decision on b** 

committee, 185-86; asserU Bcrar 

creates difficulties in the way of 
Central Board, 367; asserts he 


has subordinated his opinion 

Muilim coiutilmn*" 

ih.t ot 

KaUm And. 52! . 
K,™ni'‘ «dgntio» .J - 
wav of discharging 

r/. rnp.n.ib.Wl'. 2®! 

Lngpt'i .occ™ “ e~'2 

by Mudaliar Committee, 183. 

. j t,» would not do 

r'rrSu 'i.' 

rco.?"!. 176! »»■ 

? Am L 

Gandhiji oto- con- 

nection scene^ 
gratulates • 232 ’doubts 

p“p" 

!„Ti» “ 

„„„id ■"“b; „„„ ectw, 

^md OC.K *'■' u 

2‘*7 /“"j “Si ft* 

niahandiea, . Christian 

„co»n,od.» 

Co»»»"fty ‘.''/“Sr.. 257! 

to a nationalist ^ ^ 

fcrf. Sara. „„pk.tan. 

C„„g„tt«.md 
jituation, 5. 
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Acharya Kxipalani’s refusal to 
stand, 119; finds difficult to 
satisfy financial demands for 
Punjab elections, 52; his state- 
ment reg. Orissa-Andhra elec- 
tion affairs, 157-58; mforms 
Rajaji that Madras settlement 
is at variance v/ith what he 
(Patel) has proposed & v/hich 
Kamaraj has accepted, 192; 
insists upon finishing elections 
according to programme, 55; 
insists on Kamaraj that his advice 
must he followed in toto, 192, 193; 
insists on Kamaraj that Ranipet 
decision should not be revoked, 
203; intends to take up Jamshed- 
pur matter ivith J.R.D. Tata, 98; 
invites T. Prakasam to contradict 
at once scandal of Prakasam’s 
having collected Rs. 50,000, 
243; is sure that Coalition made 
by himself in Sind svcidd not 
be disturbed, 201; maintains 
Congress cannot afford to enter 
into any settlement v/ith Hindu 
Mahasabha, 24; makes it clear 
that no appeals can be enter- 
tained by Maulana Azad on 
decisions of the Board, 63-64; 
opines constituency of Deccan 
Sardars &. Inamdars contains 
voters who are conservative & 
reactionar>-, 21; opines no 
financial help can be arranged 
for Central Assembly elections, 
86; organizes Mahakoshal 
ministiy, 379; points out a 
number of flav/s in decisions of 
appeals made by Maulana Azad, 
59-60; praised as a great dis- 
ciplinarian, 335; receives com- 
plaints against Punjab nomina- 


tions, 51; requests Pandit 
Jawaharlal to draft a manifesto 
for Central Assembly elections, 
26; requests Pandit Jawaharlal 
to prepare draft manifesto for 
provincial elections, 79; satisfies 
large financial demand from 
Calcutta, 56; sends necessary' 
funds to Rajendra Prasad, 42 ; sug- 
gests Maulana Azad to relieve 
himself from Board, 65; suggests 
substantial part of funds should 
be raised from Punjab cities, 150; 
warns Dr. Choithram Gidv.ani that 
dropping of Bhai Pratap would 
create serious difficulties, 303; 
wires Mahtab to support Nara^an- 
murty for Central Assembly, 160 
Patil, S. K,, 16, 17, 20, 101, 103, 112 
Pattabhi, Dr., 233; his guidance in 
Kerala afiairs, 103 
Paiai, Nadimuthu, 210, 211 
Pillay, Mrs. Masilamani, 175 
Pinto, F. M-, 105, 257, 258 
Popatlal, Dr., is an acquisition to 
Sind Assembly, 310, 311 : v 
Prakasam, T., 212; is not pleased 
v.ith Madras settlement, 191 
Pianjape, Capt. K. D., 75 
Press Employees Association, 129 
Proposals, between Akalis & Com- 
munists, 291-92; between Con- 
gress & Almlis, 291, 300 
Provinces, list of, 404 
Punjab elections, 25 
Punjab, in a mucHle, 49, 50, 70 
Punjab Parliamentary Board, 30, 31, 
73 

Purdy case, 71 

Puri, Rai Bahadur Mukund Lai, 149, 
302 

Purusbottamdas Tricumdas, 17, 19, 
113 
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RADiaa DE.\£OCRATIC PARTY, 
162, 163 
Radio Kts, 153 
Railway r«trtnclim«nl, 228 
RflJaj', 132, 178, 182, 225, 336; ad- 
dresses Gandhijc tor pemusslon to 
withdraw from electloa field al- 
tojeiher, 219-20; asserts Kama- 
raj is badly ad^ued by desperate 
people, 205; asserts Taitul Nad 
rCC does not want one lAe 
him vtho opposes iotimidaiion 
£: corruption, 173; has come to a 
settleineat with Kaouraj on for- 
mation of Provincial Clectum 
Hoard, 188; his leadership in 
Tamil Nad, 176; his return to 
Congress is very much favoured, 
183; is an intenutional figure, 
189; no olTer to— to accept a place 
In Ceotntl Legislature, 132; 
writes to Sardar Patel, saying he 
had asked bis supporters to drop 
everything on his behalf, J73 
Raja of Ramgarh, 93 
Rajan, Dr. T. S. S., 205, 210, 211 
Rajendra Prasad. 22, 25, 44, 70, 102, 
163, 392-97; asks for financial 
help for elections from Sardar 
Patel, 34; authorizes Sardar 
Pate] to deal with situations in 
election work, 73; pleads case of 
Jamshedpur Steel Factory em- 
ployees, 85-86; settlement pro- 
posed by Dr. Syama Prasad 
hfookerjec to, 23; suggests Sar- 
dar Patel to take up question 
of Jamshedpur workers, 84, 85 
Rajya Lakshma mmo , 244, 246 
Rallia Ram, B. L., 256 


Ramastmmi, D. V., 233, 234 

Ramasnehi Singh, 91, 96 

Ramchandra Rao, Dr., 217 

Raaga, N. C., 238-39 

Ranjii Singh Lai, 322-25 

Rao, A. Kalesbwara, 243 

Rao, Kala Venkata, 241, 248 

Rashid All, 42 

RrddJar, Caspatbi, 227, 228 

Reddy, Gopala, 133 

Roche, Victoria, 175 

Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra, 81, 127 

Roy, Kiron Shankar, 125, 126, 127 

Roy, Sarat Chandra, 30 

Ruikar. R. 5., 129-30, 34M8 


5ACWAR, BHIM SEN, 279, 293, 
298; advised by Sardar Patel re- 
garding Puiyab election work, 
281-82; demands 5 lalhs for 
election work, 51 
Sadaquat Ashram, 87 
Sadiq, Maulana hfob amma d, 25 
Saidanha, Jerome, 175 
Sahe, 130, 131 
Sampuran Singh, Sardar, 28 
Sant Singh, Sardar, 28, 138, 143 
Sardul Singh, Sardar, 28, 102 
Sarva Sindh Hindu Paachayat, 315 
Satyapal, Dr., 68 

Scheduled casts proposals, 44, 45, 74 
Sekhseria, Sitaram, 46, 50 
Sctalvad, Motilal, 16 
Seva^am, 43, 44, 56 
Shah, Prof. K. T.. 87, 88 
Shah, Shaatilal, 13, 14, 15, 19 
ShamUi , Lala, 29, 30, 31, 35, 137 
Sbamsuddin, 48, 52 
Sbanna, Vishnu, 314, 316 
Shastri, Lai Bahadur, 402 

their conference in Andhra 
Desh, 240 
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Shukla, Ra\-jshankarj 342, 343, 346, 
350-51; asserts that All-India 
Board should not hear appjcals 
against its own decisions, 358; 
consults Sardar Patel on formation 
of Maliakoshal Ministry, 374-77; 
informs Sardar Patel that Maulana 
Azad is making some changes in 
Dhamtari constituencs’, 362-63 
Sidliwa, R. K., 25, 303, 318 
Sildi League, 71 
Sikh nominations, 286 
Simla breakdot™, 201 
Sind Congress muddle, 314 
Sind Governor, lias unduly favour- 
ed Leagtic leader, 302 
Sinshania, Palampct, 118 
Siiilia, Kumar Ga>-a Nand, 83 
Sinha, Satyanarayan, DC 


Syed, G. M., 57, 200, 314, 318, 319 


TARA SIKGH, MASTER, 135, 146, 
305 

Tatas, Messrs, 84, 85 
Textile Labour Union, Xagpur, 130 
Tbakur, Chedilal, 1, 352 
Trotsk)-iics, 201 
Tulpulc, 114 

UGARGOL, P. B., 252 
Unemployment, 9 

Unionist Party, 145, 290, 301, 303, 
305, 307 

Upadh>-a%-a, Haribhau, 12 
Utkal Association, 321 



